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P K E F A C E. 



« Onr fathers who Hred under tb« dread of Popery and arbitrary power, 
are gone off the stoflre, and brought with them the experience which we 
thrir sons stand in need of, to make us earnest to preserre the blessings of 
liberty and pare religion which they hare bequeathed to us. Oh ! that I had 
words to represent to the present generation, the miseries which their fathers 
underwent; that I could describe their fears and anxieties, their restless 
nights and uneasy days, when erery morning threatened to usher in the last 
day of England's liberty. Had men such a sense of the time past, it would 
teach them what consequences they were to expect Arom any suoceesful 
attempt against the present establishment.'*-- Sobblock. 



This Volume, the materials of which have been care- 
fully selected, and duly authenticated, completes the 
Author's detail of the ecclesiastical, civil, and military 
affairs of Ireland, from the introduction of the reformed 
religion into it in 1535, to its establishment and final 
settlement in 1691* 

His Annals of Ireland, and his History of the Siege 

of Derry, in which the former part of these details are 

to be foimd, went through two editions, and are now out 

of print, which induces him to mention his intention, 

« if it sh^ please Crod to enaUe him to do so, to 
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VI PREFACE. 

republish these works with other materials which 
he has in readiness, so that the whole may be found 
in four volumes, as a History of Ireland for the above 
period, one of deep interest to all who feel for the 
honour of our country, and desire to see it prosperous 
and happy. 

To account for this book not being dedicated to a 
living patron, the author subjoins the copy of a letter 
which he had the honour to receive about one year ago, 
firom a late noble lady, the Dowager Countess of 
Rosse, whose munificent encouragement to him in 
maintaining the cause of the altar and the throne for 
many years back, can never be forgotten, or remem- • 
bered without gratitude, by him : 



To the Rev, John Graham^ Rector of Tamlaght^Ard, in the 
Diocese of Derr^, Newtown^IAmavadi/, Ireland, 

Rev. and Deae Sib, 

I would not trouble you with this letter but 
to propose your dedicating your intended book to the 
good Lord Kenyon, rather than to me, as I think more 
would read it than if dedicated to a woman, though I 
feel honoured by the intention. But you would not be 
served so much as I wish if it lay on 'die shelf. 
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PREFACE. VU 

I will take fifty copies, if that will serve you, and 
hope raany worthy English will take some, and I will 
circulate as many copies of the fifty as I can. 

I remain your sincere friend, 

J. ROSSE. 

Elmdoriy September 13, 1837. 

The Author has only to add, that he would have 
complied with this kind request by dedicating the book 
to Lord Kenyon, whose generous encouragement 
enabled him to re-publish his Annals of Ireland, 
in London, in 1819) if he had not asked and obtained 
permission to dedicate his Historical Poems to him in 
1829; and, he believes, it is not usual to solicit such 
a favour a second time from the same patron. 

Magilligan Glebe, Dec, 13, 1838. 
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HISTORY OF IRELAND, 

PROM TBB 

RELIEF OF LONDONDERRY |N 1689, 

TO THE 

SURRENDER OF LEMERICK IN 169L 



Jam£s, on his failure before Londonderry, gave orders 
that the Duke of Berwick, who was at that time at 
Castlefin^ within fifteen miles of the maiden city, 
should attack the Protestant army at Enniskillen, 
flushed with their victory over Lord Mountcashel a few 
days before, and their expulsion of the army under that 
nobleman's command from Ulster. Berwick was un- 
doubtedly in no condition for such an enterprise, for 
he had been taught a lesson of adversity a short time 
before, when with fifteen hundred men he attacked the 
town of Rathmullen, in the county of Donegal, and 
was repulsed from it by Captain Hunter, who had 
hastily barricaded the streets. Captain Echlin had been 
sent there a few days before by Colonel Stewart to de- 
fend the town, he having himself formed an encamp- 
ment on the Island of Inch, for the purpose of a£Pording 
protection to the Protestants of the surrounding dis- 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



2 HISTORY OF IRELAND, FROM RELIEF OF DERRT 

tricts, and of keeping open his communication with 
Enniskillen. 

Echlin, with Lieutenants Pigot and Hart had been 
also ordered to disperse a body of Irish, collected at 
the low camp in Tully, about six miles from Rathmul- 
len, and there relieve a Mr. Cunningham, who, with 
forty other Protestants, had taken refuge in a small 
island near that place. 

Echlin having accomplished these objects, retiutied 
to Rathmullen, which had been left in charge to Captain 
Hunter, intending to return, according to his orders, 
to the Island of Inch ; but before these orders could be 
complied with, the town was attacked by the Duke of 
Berwick, who was repulsed from it with the loss of 
several officers and two hundred men. On the same 
night, Echlin, who had lost only Lieutenant Cunning- 
ham, killed in the action, removed the men under his 
command into the Island of Inch, while the Duke re* 
treated to his quarters at Castlefin, committing many 
outrages on the Protestants in his march through the 
barony of Raphoe. — Case of Captain Henry HwrUer. 

The works at Inch were completed about this time. 
Sixteen pieces of cannon were planted on several bat- 
teries, while two vessels, with five guns and five-and- 
thirty men in each of them, were stationed on the 
strand. The Island of Inch, thus fortified, became a 
safe refuge for the Protestants of the surrounding dis- 
tricts, who had not gone to Londonderry or Ennis- 
killen, and who assembled thereto the number of twelve 
thousand. From Inch, about ten days before he sent 
his tardy relief to them, the Derry men sent two vessels. 
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TO THE SURRENDER OF LIMERICK. 3 

with ten officers and some arms and ammunition, to the 
Enniskilleners, under the direction of two gentlemen 
who had been sent by them to solicit assistance, and 
had arrived in a ship which had returned from Bally- 
shannon to the English fleet in Lough Swilly a few days 
before. — London Gazette^ No. 2470. 

After the discomfiture before Derry, a strong gar- 
rison being left at Charlemont, the Duke of Berwick 
went to Dublin, much disheartened by the result of the 
campaign in Ulster. He, however, soon returned to 
Newry with a thousand foot and six hundred horse and 
dragoons. He then gave orders for the erection of a 
new fortification, reporting that he was determined to 
maintain that post. 

In the mean time Londonderry was left in ruins ; the 
houses dilapidated by the artillery and the besiegers, 
and the surviving inhabitants, suffering under the com- 
plicated misery of disease and poverty, rendered the 
more intolerable by the injuries and insults heaped upon 
them by General Kirk, and the new garrison under his 
command. Many of the most distinguished of the 
defenders died in the ensuing autumn, and those who 
went firom it towards their plundered and comfortless 
habitations, were stripped of their arms and baggage 
as they passed through the gates, while the retreating 
Irish and French armies burned and destroyed all before 
them in their different marches through the counties of 
Londonderry, Donegal, and Tyrone. 

Sir Charles Carney, in his retreat towards the Bann, 
burned Newtown-Limavady, and proceeded to Cole- 
raine, which he attempted to put in a state of defence. 
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4 HISTOBT OF IRELAND, FROM RELIEF OF DERRY 

Those who retreated through Strabane towards Char- 
lemont burned the church of Leckpatrick, and its 
adjoining village of Ballymagorry, setting fire to all 
the Protestant houses on each side of the Foyle, from 
Derry to LifFord, except those of Keys of Cavanacor, 
and Sinclair of Holy Hill, which happened to have 
protections ; the latter narrowly escaping, as the owner 
of it was rector of the parish, and one of the earliest 
of the clergymen who had gone to Derry, after the 
closing of the gates in the preceding year. 

The castle at Newtown-Stewart, in which James 
had slept on his way to Derry, was burned to the 
ground, and one of the Duke of Berwick's exploits, 
after he had retreated from Castlefin, was the plunder- 
ing and burning of the house of the Rev. Andrew 
Hamilton, rector of Kilskerry, in the county of Fer- 
managh, who was afterwards the author of an interest- 
ing account of the actions of the Enniskilleners, among 
whom he had himself been conspicuously active. Some 
troops of horse, two regiments of foot, and two regi- 
ments of dragoons, went to his habitation, from which 
he happened to be absent on an important service : they 
reduced it to ashes, with all the other houses belonging 
to him in the neighbourhood, declaring that if they had 
got him, they would have made him meat for their 
hawks. They then marched off to Trillick, where the 
Duke encamped for some days. — Harru's Life of King 
William, page 220. 

The military operations of the summer of this year 
terminated in the flight of the Irish army from Fer- 
managh, after their defeat and severe losses at the 
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TO THE SURRENDER OF LIMERICK. 5 

battle of Lisnaskea, on the 13th day of July. On the 
morning and afternoon of that memorable day, the 
Irish army lost two thousand men, besides five hundred 
computed to have been drowned in Lough Erne, and 
nearly as many of them, with Lord Mountcashel their 
commander, and a great many officers, were carried 
prisoners to Enniskillen. The great-grandfather of the 
writer of this book — James Graham, of Mullaghbrady, 
in the county of Fermanagh, had the honour to be a 
cornet in the Enniskillen Dragoons, which did so much 
execution on that occasion. He signed the address 
from Enniskillen to King William and Queen Mary in 
a few days afterwards, and when he returned home 
after the war, was one of those, as appears by the 
vestry records of the parish of Clones, who subscribed 
to the repairs of the church which had been dilapidated 
by the Irish insurgents, when the parish " was unplanted 
on the I9th of March, 1689, and the parson William 
Smith was forced from it, with all his Protestant parish- 
ioners, the Irish possessing themselves of that part of 
the countrie." 

The surviving Irish fled aft;er their defeat from Fer- 
managh, through the counties of Cavan and Longford 
to Athlone, desolating, as they proceeded, all the 
habitations of the Protestants, many of whom had 
gone for protection to Enniskillen or Londonderry in 
the preceding year. Happily for the surrounding dis- 
tricts of Westmeath and Roscommon, the governor of 
Athlone, Colonel Richard Grace, a veteran, as humane 
as he was brave, took such measures on the arrival of 
the fugitive army there as effectually restrained them 
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from plundering or otherwise molesting the Protestants 
who had protections, for which act of justice he was 
much blamed by his own party. 

Athlone was the central quarters of James's army in 
Ireland, and had always been considered as an impor- 
tant place, commanding the chief passage across the 
river Shannon, between the provinces of Connaught 
and Leinster, and nearly equidistant between Cork and 
Carrickfergus, in the length of the island, and between 
Galway and Drogheda, in the breadth of it. Carrick- 
fergus, Belfast, Newry, Dundalk, Drogheda, Dublin, 
Wicklow, Wexford, Waterford, Kilkenny, Clonmel, 
Cork, Limerick, Galway, and Sligo, were all at this 
time garrisoned by Irish or French troops, so that the 
reduction of Ireland, at last resolved upon by the 
English government, after much ruinous delay, was 
obviously an arduous, if not a desperate undertaking, 
as the French fleet was almost triumphant in the 
English Channel, and French men, money, and arms, 
employed on a large scale in James's service, in whose 
favour some formidable efforts were expected to be 
made in Scotland and the north of England. On the 
12th of August, however, the troops designed for 
Ireland embarked at Highlake, near Chester, under the 
command of old Duke Schomberg. There were ninety 
vessels in this expedition, carrying nearly ten thousand 
men, horse and foot* On the next day, passing the 
Copeland Islands, they arrived in the mouth of Bel&st 
Lough, anchored in Grooms-port Harbour, near 
Bangor, and landed in the county Down, without oppo- 
sition. — Parker's Memoirs^ />. 14. 
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The Duke of Berwick, as already mentioned, was at 
this time in Newry, with a force sent there from 
Dublin under his command, in anticipation of Schom- 
berg's landing, and to impede his progress to the 
metropolis, which many competent judges of military 
afiairs, though not all of them, supposed to be just 
what he ought to have attempted, and which, as will 
appear by the sequel of this history, could scarcely 
have been attended with more disastrous results than 
those of his dilatory movements in this unfortunate 
campaign. 

The Duke of Berwick observed, on this occasion, 
that his royal father and he were much obliged to the 
old Fabian Duke for stopping ^^selon des regies du 
gHerrey^ to besiege the Castle of Carrickfergus ; for if 
the veteran had promptly marched forwards, instead of 
amusing himself so near his landing-place, he would 
'have got to Dublin before King James could be in a 
condition to oppose him. — Bei*wick^» Memoirs. 

James was, however, accelerating his own ruin 
rapidly at this time. He was disgusting his Irish 
officers by an unjust preference of Frenchmen in the 
military promotions daily made; and in taking the 
Royal Regiment from the Duke of Ormonde, and 
giving it to Colonel Dorrington, he proved his weak- 
ness, by giving just cause of discontent to a powerful 
adherent. 

He displaced the Earl of Granard and Chief Justice 
Keating from the privy council, substituting in their 
place Doctor Cartwright, the Bishop of Chester, who 
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had accompanied him to Ireland, and died soon after- 
wards in such a state of poverty, that his remains were 
buried in one of the vaults of Christ Church, at the 
expense of the Protestants, whose interests he had 
sacrificed to his ambition ; while he was utterly aban- 
doned by those to whose cause he had devoted himself, 
and who would have denied him Christian burial as a 
heretic, if they had attained to the completion of their 
hope of permanent ascendancy. 

The sole cause of the Earl of Granard's dismissal 
from the privy council was his being an influential 
Protestant. The French ambassador and the Romish 
priests, who virtually governed the country, would not 
suffer a witness of their manoeuvres in the Castle. 

Heating's offence was his having had the hardihood 
to present to James an eloquent address in behalf of 
the purchasers of property under the act of settlement, 
some of whom were members of the Church of Rome. 
" This billf' said Keating, " will operate in robbing the 
innocent purchasers, ci'editorsy and orphans of their 
estates^ contrary to the public faithy the laws of the 
landy and the precepts of holy writ, which forbids doing 
of evil that good may come of it» All the Protes- 
tants of the kingdom will be ruined by it, since the Rap- 
parees and armed rabble of plunderers have already 
taken from them all their moveable substance. The 
thriving Catholics who were purchasers, are likewise to be 
turned out of their estates, and their own improvements, 
and those made by those who hold under them, utterly lost. 
Qucere,** continued the judge, " whether the Catholic pur- 
chasers, thus ruined, will join heartily with those who 
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enter on their present possessions 9 Farewell trade and 
commerce, where acts of parliament shall he made to 
destroy securities that were deemed good when made; 
farewell all improvements in Ireland^ where no man shall 
ever know what estate he has, if the foundation of the 
general settlement should now be overturned,'* 

Keating was a Protestant, and besides this address, he 
had, at the preceding spring assizes of Wicklow, given 
mortal oflFence to the Popish clergy, by eliciting evi- 
dence that they had recently issued orders to every 
member of their congregations to provide a kind of 
dagger, called skein by the Irish — something between 
the head of a pike and a butcher's knife. 

John Price, Esquire, who had been receiver-general 
in the time of Charles the Second, lived at this time in 
his country seat at Ballincarry, in the county of Wick- 
low, twenty-four miles from Dublin. In common with 
many more Protestants of this county, he had obtained 
TyrconneFs protection for himself and his family, under 
which he expected to live unmolested. But Tyrconnel 
giving out commissions for raising a great army, and 
entrusting them to men of low station, and mean for- 
tunes — these officers, with the men they raised, lived 
altogether on the Protestants, coming into their houses 
in the day-time, and commanding them to provide 
them with meat and drink, and frequently robbing them 
by night, carrying off their cattle. The Romish priests 
were the chief encouragers of these ruffians, who were 
thus dragooning their peaceable neighbours ; and the 
restless ecclesiastics obliged all who came to their mass- 
houses to arm themselves with half pikes or skeins, as 

b2 
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they were called. They were obliged to bring them to 
their houses of worship, on the Sabbath day, and with* 
out tliem they dared not presume to make their appear- 
ance there. Excommunication was the punishment 
allotted for disobedience of these commands. This 
caused all the Irish to arm themselves with these skeins, 
upon which robberies, thefls, and other outrages, were 
daily committed on the Protestants, and particularly 
on those of the county of Wicklow, where some hun- 
dreds of these Rapparees were collected for the pur- 
pose of plundering them. The name assumed by these 
ruffians was that of Merrymenj as their practice was 
to make themselves merry at the cost of other men, 
and to intermingle feasting and drunken riot with their 
unlawful and atrocious doings. 

To protect him and themselves from these aggres- 
sions, several of Mr. Price's neighbours repaired to his 
house at Ballinderry. Soon afterwards an order came 
from the government for taking away all horses and 
arms from the Protestants, both in Dublin and the 
several counties. Colonel Toole, with a party of his 
new-raised men, Byrnes, Cavanaghs, &€., came to Bal- 
linderry, to demand Mr. Price's arms and horses, and 
those of his friends who were with him. Having the 
Lord Lieutenant's protection in their pockets, they re- 
fused to obey Toole's orders, and a complaint against 
them was forwarded to Dublin. Colonel Sheldon was 
immediately dispatched with a body of horse and foot, 
to attack the refractory men of Ballinderry, and making 
them prisoners, to the amount of a hundred and two 
persons, including Mr. Price, all whom the gaol of 
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Wicklow could contain were imprisoned in it, the 
rest were admitted to bail until the ensuing assizes, to 
be held on the •5th of March. 

After the grand jury was i4)pointed to try these pri- 
soners, Judge Keating surprised his audience by going 
to the very root* of the cause which had brought these 
persecuted men to trial, as the perpetrators of a trea- 
sonable crime. 

^This," said he, ^has arisen from a rabble of people, 
who have armed themselves without any direction from 
the government, with half pikes and skeins, which looks 
rather like a design to murder and to massacre than 
any thing else ; they do not belong to the army, but 
are the kites, and vultures, and ravens, that follow 
armies. I do not lay their doings to the charge of any 
that are soldiers, and as such, under command, though 
it was possible (it vocu true) that some of these, under 
the scarcity they are in, do give their assistance, or 
encourage these robbers, otherwise, it could not be 
that whole flocks of sheep, and droves of cattle, are 
daily driven away, and yet no one taken or brought to 
justice for the robbery. Open markets are set up in 
this county of Wicklow. A fat bullock is sold for five 
shillings, a fat sheep for one. But this will fall heavily 
on the plunderers themselves at last ; and I fear that a 
few months will produce a famine in the kingdom. 
And what succeeds ? — A pestilence, and the worst of 
pestilences, for a starved rot is the worst of all rots. 
Consider this, gentlemen, and search the houses of 
such as you have reason to suspect. Search the houses 
iif those who had little or nothing to eat last year ; go 
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now to their houses, and you will find whole carcases of 
beef powdered up ; nay, for want of salt, lying rotten 
and stinking. Let me tell you, it will be your own 
turn next : when they have robbed and ruined your 
Protestant neighbours, they will rob and ruin you." 

On a subsequent trial of some felons at this assizes, 
the following particulars came out. Two Protestant 
witnesses having proved that one of them, Maurice 
Cavanagh, had stolen several head of black cattle, said, 
that when they seized him, they took a skein from him. 
The judge asked the prisoner why he dared to carry 
such an unlawful weapon ? Cavanagh ref^ied that he 
was a butcher. Judge Keating said he did not question 
but he could butcher on an occasion to do so. One 
Hickey then said, Cavanagh is no butcher, but one of 
the greatest rogues in the county — one, in pursuit of 
whom he had oftentimes been. Cavanagh replied that 
Hickey was a murderer. The witness against Cavanagh 
said, that the weapon he carried was ten inches long, 
thick at the back, with a sharp point, and every way 
a skein. The judge asked the prisoner if that was his 
butcher's knife ? He replied that he had been ordered 
to have a skein. The judge asked who had ordered 
him to keep it ? He answered, the priest of the 
PARISH. Judge Keating then turned to his brother 
Judge, Lynch, a member of the Church of Rome, and 
said, A PRIEST ! Do you hear that, brother judge ? 

Baron Lynch then said, what priest, sir ? What is 
your priest's name? Hold, brother, said Keating. 
Come, sir, said he to the prisoner, I shall not ask your 
priest's name. I believe you will have occasion to see 
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your priest soon, to do you a better <^ce than toadvhfe 
yoa to carry skeins. Looking then towards Colonel 
Toole, and two Popish priests on the bench, next to 
the Popish sheriff, Byrne, he said — " A Priest, gentle- 
men ! 1 1 A priest should be a minister of the gospel 
of peace ; his doctrine should be peace : for, idien our 
Saviour came into the world, peace was proclauned to 
mankind ; and when he was going out of the world, he 
left it for a l^acy to his dsK^ij^s, and his words were, 
' my peace be with you/ And pray, sir, tell your priest 
so from me when you see him. It is not for priests to 
arm or to animate such villains as you are for mischief. 
I i^all not ask your priest's name." It is probable that 
be was one of the two then in court. One Clancy, an 
Irish gentleman, then said, my Lord, he belies the 
priest ; he is a roguCc Cavanagh answered, I do not 
b^e him. The fmests of every parish did give orders 
to their hearers to get half pikes and skeins, and they 
vr&ee getting together, in companies, through every 
parish. Judge Keating then asked, whom were they 
gathering together — was it such fellows as you? 
Cavanagh replied, no, my Lord, better men than I am ; 
a great many who are here in Comrt. The jury with- 
dmwing, returned in a short time, bringing in two of 
the prisoners guilty, and declaring Cavanagh not guilty. 
Judge Keatmg then said, gentlemen, you have acquitted 
the greater villain ; at your door let it lie. This ac- 
counts for the dismissal of this upright judge from the 
privy council of James the Second.— '«%« a Report and 
Awa^ummi of John Price, Esq^ and an hundred and 
one other Proteetants, before Jehn Keating^ Esq^ Chief 
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Justice of the Common Phae^^^ Proterimtty and Sir 
Henry Lyncky Knight^ Baron of the JExchequer^^a 
Papist, Licensed in Londonf Juhf 17 thy 1689- 

Mr. Price, with five other gentlemen, indicted for high 
treason at the assizes, would not be liberated on bail^ as sug- 
gested by Judge Keating, who, by a private express, sent 
his remonstrance of the subject to the Castle of Dublin, 
stating his belief that they, with the others, amounting 
to seventy in number, would certainly perish, if left in 
prison until the summer assizes. With respect to 
Price and the six others first on the roll, the crown 
lawyers were inexorable ; but the rest were admitted 
to bail, merely because the gaol could not contain them, 
firom the number of persons already in it. So the sev^ii 
were arrested, and kept prisoners till the 7th of July. 
On their arrest> the soldiers and the rabble [dund^ed 
all the Protestant families in Ballinderry, Rathdrum^ 
and Ballinaclash, and the Irish women, with thdr 
skeins, came afterwards, and stripped the women and 
children naked, leaving them in a most miserable con- 
di^on. They left them neither bread nor any other 
kind of food in several towns of the county, but car- 
ried all away with them. Captain Toole had for his 
share twenty-six horse-loads of plunder; and Lord 
Louth's troop of dragoons, who were quartered in the 
town of Wicklow, had great quantities of woollen and 
linen clothes, pewter, and other goods, of which they 
n^bed their Protestant neighbours. Keating encou- 
raged the sufferers to petition the government, and en- 
deavoured to help them in the recovery of their gooC^^ 
particularly ten fat bullocks which Toole's men had 
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taken from Mr. Price, brought in to Widdow, and 
slaughtered for their own use. Toole pleaded Colonel 
Sheldon's orders for what his men did, stating that 
Price's house was a garrison holding out against the 
king, though the house was a low and thatched one— 
but restitution was out of the question. 

In evasion of a proclamation, ordering the restitutiim 
of all horses fit only for agriculture, Toole again 
pleaded Colonel Sheldon's orders, and replied that these 
horses were required to draw artillery and baggage. 

In the mean time, the clergy of the £std[)lished 
Church were nearly ruined, the greater part of their 
means of living being tsk&a from them. They could 
recover no part of their tithes from those who would 
not pay them, for the non-conformists of all denomi- 
nations were, by the act of liberty of conscience, lately 
passed, exempted from the jurisdiction of the Ecclesi- 
astical Courts. 

The rectors could demand no tithes from the mem- 
bers of the Church of Rome, while Popish incumbents, 
multiplied by the absence, cession, or death, of the 
Protestant clergy, exacted them from all parties, whe- 
ther of the Reformed or Romish portion of the land- 
holders. Among these usurping ecclesiastics, was the 
priest of Kilmurray, Mac Mahon, in the county of 
Clare, who seized upon the tithes of the Rev. Mr. Bar- 
clay, who rented a considerable farm on the townland 
of Ballyartney, under the see of Killaloe. The priest 
had his tithes regularly and strictly viewed, and he 
was obliged, among the rest of his parishioners, to 
attend at the annual time of settlement, and make the 
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best bargain he could for them, to prevent their being 
taken in kind, which would be a severe loss to him. 
The priest agreed with him, for the current year, and 
in the spring of 1690, he was required to give security 
for the payment. He replied, I have no security for 
them but the great and good King William. The tithes, 
however, were not drawn, till the Protestants of Clare, 
after the battle of the Boyne, drank Barclatfs security, 
a popular toast for half a century afterwards : yet, says 
Archbishop King, (State of the Protestants of Ireland 
finder James ILJ in the day of persecution, both clergy 
and laity, profiting by their afflictions, felt an unusual 
fervour of devotion, having, many of them, perhaps, in 
the day of prosperity, forgotten their God, and made 
compliance to his enemies, for a quiet life. They 
crowded to their houses of worship. The government 
was offended and alarmed at theur meetings, and a pro- 
clamation was issued, confining Protestants to their 
respective parishes, which excluded great numbers from 
public worship ; as in several parts of Ireland there 
was, from the low state of agriculture, and the conse- 
quent deficiency of tithes, several unions, oftentimes 
five, six, or seven parishes formed into one union, with 
only one church for their accommodation. The Popish 
clergy, however, all dominant at this time, were for 
measures more direct, and much more violent. By 
the assistance of magistrates of their own faith, and 
there were few, if any others, they seized on the 
churches for their own use, not in the country only, but 
even in Dublin. The Protestants remonstrated to 
King Jamesy who acknowledged his promise to protect 
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them, and he published a proclamation against these 
outrages. But the Popish priests disdained obedience 
to any orders contrary to the interest of the Church of 
Rome. A contest then arose between the priests and 
their bigotted king, in which the result could not be 
doubtful, and the unhappy prince had the mortification, 
if it was so to him, to find himself defeated. His 
order for the restitution of churches was sometimes 
evaded, by the priests representing the church de- 
manded for the Protestants to be a place of strength, 
and, therefore, dangerous to be entrusted to their cus- 
tody. 

The churches being thus taken away, the next at- 
tempt was to hinder all rdigious assemblies of Protes- 
tants. The act for liberty of conscience promised a 
flill and firee exercise of their respective religions to all 
who professed Christianity in the kingdom, without any 
loss or penalty whatsoever ; but it assigned no punish* 
ment to disturbers ; and there was good reason for this 
omission, the officers and soldiers being thereby left at 
liberty to molest the religious assemblies without fear 
of punishment. They usually had their emissaries in 
every church, to find objections against the preacher, 
but that method failing, they entered the churches in 
time of divine service, cursing and swearing, threaten- 
ing the ministers, and sometimes affronting and assault- 
ing the women, picking quarrels with the men, and 
committing many outrages on the congregation* It 
grieved and incensed them to see tlie churches fiill, 
and that neither liberty of conscience, multiplying of 
mass-houses, to which the Protestants were compelled 
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to subscribe, nor driving many thousand Protestants to 
England, had visibly emptied these houses of worship. 
The persecution they suffered had rather united than 
divided Protestants, and the zeal and frequency of 
devotion of 'those who remained, supplied the absence 
of those who had fled, and crowded the churches more 
than formerly.^ — Harris Life of King William^ page 
238. 

In the country, where churches were seized, the 
Protestants assembled in private houses ; and where the 
ministers had fled, their maintenance being taken 
away, others served the cures gratis, or were supported 
by the voluntary contributions of the people, so that 
there appeared little probability of destroying the Pro- 
testant religion by violence. The Papists were sensible 
of this, and watched their opportunity to accomplish 
their design. On the 13th of September, in this year, 
under the pretence of some ships being seen in the 
Bay of Dublin, the Protestants were forbidden to 
assemble in any place of divine worship. On the 27th 
of October following, the Popish clergy took possession 
of Christ Church, having locked it up for a fortn^ht 
before, under colour of having found a sword and a 
case of pistols in some out part of it — Ibid. 

One Wolf, the sub«verger, was committed to New- 
gate, indicted and found guilty of secreting these arms, 
and had good luck to escape with his life, for the chief 
justice declared he had been guilty of high treason. 
He had, however, only been indicted for a misde- 
meanour. — King^9 State of the Protestants^ p. 39. 
DuhUn, 1745. 
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At this time, though bearded and insulted by the 
Popish clergy frustrating his attempt to restore the 
churches to his Protestant subjects, in fulfilment of 
his promise to protect them, James thought himself 
worthily employed in filling the diocese of Meath with 
Popish incumbents, and erecting a Benedictine nun- 
nery in Dublm. — Lehnd, III. 556. 

Notwithstanding all this, James, on the 13th of 
December, published a declaration, in which he 
acknowledged that the seizing of the churches was a 
violation of the act for liberty of conscience, yet he 
ordered no restitution of them, and only forbade any 
more to be seized. The Popish priests had notice of 
this proclamation before it came out, and, therefore, 
were more diligent to get into the remaining churches, 
for they looked on the proclamation as a confirmation 
of their possessions ; and in some places the Popish 
officers kept it from being published till they had done 
their work. — ArcMnshop King^ 158. 

On the day before the relief of Londonderry, Lord 
Clare, joint governor of Cork with Boileau, committed 
all the Protestants of that city to St. Peter's Church 
and the court-houses. On the 10th of the next month, 
several Protestants were sent o£P prisoners to Blarney 
Castle ; and on the 11th of the same month, Septem- 
ber, many were sent to Macromp ; and on the 13th of 
October all the churches in Cork were shut up. In 
several places the governors went into houses and shops, 
without the formality of a pretence, seized whatever 
they found, and sent the plunder away. Monsieur 
Boileau, joint governor with Lord Clare, filled not in 
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any punctilio of his country dragooning, and was sup- 
posed to have sent off to France thirty thousand pounds' 
worth of substance, between money, leather, and other 
commodities, the spoil of the Protestants of this rich 
city— iSwifW* History of Corky Vol. IL p. 200. 

On the 13th of September, Major-General Scraven- 
more marched with eleven hundred horse, and two 
regiments of Danish foot, from Tipperary, and sent 
Colonel Donep to burn the bridge of Mallow, and to 
view the castle of that town, which being done, he 
returned on the 17th, with an account that above one 
hundred Protestant families thereabouts were in great 
fear of the Rappafees, who had orders from the gover- 
nors of Cork to bum their houses. The major-general 
thereupon sent out next night an hundred horse and 
fifty dragoons, under the command of Major Tittinck- 
hofl, to protect them, with orders to lay themselves in 
ambuscade near the town, which they did, and having 
taken two of the Rapparees, they killed one of them, 
QxA made the other conduct them to their main body. 
This proves that the government encouraged these 
murderers ; otherwise the governors of Cork would 
not have sent them to bum the houses of the unoffend- 
ing Protestants. Upon the major's advancing, he found 
a great number of horse and foot drawn up, and having 
ordered a party of his men to take them in flank, he 
placed another party in ambuscade on the left. The 
Rapparees imagining the English had fled, advanced 
towards the place they had occupied, but finding them- 
selves attacked on the right, they ran towards the 
town without firing a shot. The English then fell on 
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them, and made a great slaughter, pursuing them four 
miles. The Irish were between three and four thou- 
sand in number, of whom five hundred were slain, and 
among them were several chiefs, for there were found 
fifty silver-mounted swords, and several fine horses 
were taken. There had been a body of English de- 
tached towards Kilmallock, otherwise the slaughter 
would have been greater. The English had neither 
man or horse wounded. — London Gazette^ No, 2597. 

The Protestants of Munster were at that time more 
numerous, wealthy, and influential, than they have 
subsequently been, owing to the flourishing state of 
the woollen manufacture, in a province, a great pro- 
portion of which was occupied by sheep, while agri- 
culture was at a low ebb in it ; and the discouragement 
of this trade in the reign of William, was almost as 
much against the stability of the Protestant religion in 
Ireland, as the encouragement of the linen trade has 
been a support to it. The mariners and fishermen were at 
this time, as they had been long before, generally Protes- 
tants ; and of all occupations, by which the people could 
obtam a livelihood, none proved greater obstacles to the 
growth of Popery than clothiers and mariners were. 
They rarely admitted any Papist either to work or to 
sail with them. Several Popish seamen were employed, 
but when employed, they usually disguised their faith 
at first, and eventually changed it, or allowed their 
families to be brought up as Protestants. The county 
and town of Wexford might, as to seamen, be allowed 
to be an exception, where for some years before this 
time, there had been many Popish mariners, because 
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there had not been a sufficient body of Protestant mer* 
chants or mariners there to discourage Popish seamen, 
or convert them; and their herring fishery greatly 
encouraged and promoted tlieir interest; and in the 
previous war with the French our coasts were more 
infested, and more injury done to us by Wexford 
deserters, in French privateers, than by all the rest 
put together ; for they, knowing all the coast, rocks, 
shoals, harbours, and rivers, attempted what no stranger 
could or would dare to hazard. This injury would 
have been much greater, if the Protestant merchants 
and seamen of Cork, and other seaport towns in Mun- 
ster, had not, in self defence, prevented the increase 
of Popish seamen in their respective harbours. 

And as the seamen, so had the clothiers an invin- 
cible prejudice against any Papist being instructed in 
their art and mystery; and so had the gun-smiths 
through the whole of Ireland, for the want of Romish 
workmen to manufacture and repair musquets, did 
more to protect the Protestants of Ireland at this 
time, particularly at the siege of Derry, than ever has 
been noticed by any of our historians; and this is 
proved by some of the letters addressed to the in- 
&tuated King James, by the officers employed in block- 
ading the maiden city, which letters are preserved in 
his memoirs, written by himself. As to the woollen 
manu&cturers, the clothier, or employer of the rest, 
the comber, the spinner, the weaver, the miller, or 
tucker, as he was called, the dyer, the racker, pressers, 
&C., all concerned in the manufacture were Protestants 
of the Established Church ; no Papist had part or lot 
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in it. Should a member of the Church of Rome pre- 
tend, as a master clothier, to set up the trade in any 
city or corporate town, the Protestants of that trade 
would no more suffer him to do so, than Rome would 
permit the Bible to appear in the vulgar tongue in 
Spain or Italy. They would drive him from the place, 
especially since by the law no member of the Church 
of Rome was capable of being a freeman in any cor- 
porate town of Ireland, and as such, incapable of being 
master of any trade in it. The combers were mostly 
Englishmen bom, and strictly confederated against 
suffering any Papist to intermeddle in their trade. IF 
the master should employ a Popish comber, the rest 
of the men were all dissolved from his service ; not 
one would dare to continue in his employment ; but, on 
the contrary, if they could conveniently apprehend the 
person of this description whom he employed, they 
would, unjustifiable as the act was, break his thumbs, 
so that he should never comb wool again, but leave 
him to lament that he had ever done so. Some few 
Papists were allowed by them to be tuckers, but this 
was done rather to serve the country, in ordinary milling 
of frizes, than in any considerable part of their trade. 
It was never heard that any Papist in the province of 
Munster, where alone the manufacture floiu*ished, ex- 
cept in the metropolis, ever attempted the dyeing or 
pressing part of the woollen manufacture, so that in 
the whole clothing trade, no member of the Church 
of Rome, except females and a very few men, were 
admitted. So sensible of this were the Irish priests 
and friars, at the fime> that on all holidays, they 
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Strictly prohibited the spinners and weavers of their 
communion from working, to the severe inconvenience 
of the poor people and their employers. They would 
sometimes enter the cabins of these wretched beings, 
and if they found them at work, break their tools, 
saying, that ^^such work was good for nothing, hut to 
maintain and increase the heretics^* And so much were 
the chiefs and ringleaders of the seditious Irish, the 
low-born officers of the newly raised regiments, and 
the leaders and secret instigators of the Rapparees, 
afraid the wool combers of Munster would take arms, 
and break out into an insurrection, to vindicate their 
violated liberty, and avenge the wrongs inflicted by 
TyrconneFs government on the Protestants, that, as 
Egypt rejoiced at the departure of the Israelites, so 
they were extremely glad when they saw the clothiers, 
at this time from terror, and afterwards from want of 
work, go off in hundreds for England. But beside the 
aversion the wool clothiers had towards the Papists, on 
account of religion, and which was utterly unjustifiable 
and unchristian, if it rested on bigotry alone, they had 
substantial reasons for their unwillingness to employ these 
people. They could not, in the first place, depend 
upon their honesty. Many Protestant masters, who 
for present convenience, or in reward for long service, 
took Popish apprentices, though their religion was not 
to be openly professed, and lie dormant during their 
apprenticeship, found to their cost, tliat those appren- 
tices could not refrain from stealing wool, worsted, 
yam, or whatever else they could purloin. 
Now, the thefl may be esteemed a venial sin, a mere 
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pardonable peccadillo by the Romish clergy, and pur- 
chase for pardon for it may be estimated at a low 
rate, yet, in the clothing trade, it is an wipardonable 
crime. The offender is ruined by it, the whole frater- 
nity abhor him, and he must seek new ground, where 
it is nearly certain that the report of his guilt may 
have arrived before him, and precluded all hope of em- 
ployment. But, also, if the Romish apprentice to the 
Protestant clothier should serve his time and learn his 
trade, the next thing he was usually found to do was 
to lower the price of the work and undersell his com- 
petitors, by making his cloth worse, manufacturing it 
slightly and deceitfully ; and to enable him to cope with 
fair honest competitors, he, disregarding decency of 
appearance and the comforts of life, seldom hesitated to 
dtint himself in clothing and in food, living in an 
habitation out of which a decent Protestant tradesman 
would bhish to be seen coming ; therefore, when the 
consideration with the purchaser was merely the low 
price of the article to be bought, the Popish clothier 
was sure to obtain a preference, though at the expense 
of the credit of the trade and his own character. For 
this reason, the clothiers of Ireland were on their guard 
not to suffer their trade to fall into Popish hands, know- 
ing that to do so would be their own ruin ; for that 
nation or people, let their principles be what they may, 
though they should be ever so injurious to the public, 
will obtain a preference in that trade in which they can 
undersell competitors. 

If it should be asked why it so happens that manu- 
factures thrive more in Protestant than in Popish coun- 

c 
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tries and oomknunities, and that even in the Romish 
province of Munster, where Popery prevailed so much, 
and where, as at this time, its power derived from the 
government was triumphant, and Protestantism scarcely 
tolerated^— the Protestants, nevertheless, prevailed to 
secure the woollen trade, when not hindered by vio- 
lence from doing so ; it may be answered, that those 
of the Reformed religion not being under the fascina- 
tion which operated in making them lovers of the 
processions or observers of the holidays which kept the 
Popish tradesmen idle and dissipated for one-fourth of 
the working days of the year, remained in their houses 
at work, contenting themselves with rest and refresh- 
ment of the Sabbath day. 

It may be also taken into account, that the Protes- 
tants were generally, from education and habit, more 
honest and punctual in their dealings. If the mind of 
the member of the Qiurch of Rome be disturbed by 
the stings of conscience for fraud, perjury, oppression, 
or any other crime, it can be stupified and quieted by 
the dependence he has on the power of his priest to 
forgive him, whereas the Protestant offender has no 
such salvo for a wounded ^irit— no such quiet to 
appease an accusing conscience ;— -he must truly repent, 
and prove tkie sincerity of his repentance by restitution, 
and though he may not do so as generally as he ought, 
yet is he less ready to offend than the Papist is ; the 
latter oftentimes confess that they can deal with Pro- 
testants more safely than with one another, and he has 
always had great advantages attending it, for lu>nesty 
is the best policy. 
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The Papists, especially the nieax>er and more ignorant 
of them, were at this, as at all other times, extrenely 
Rnpoveri^d by theur mendicant and greedy priests, by 
irhich they were insensibly weakened, and rendered 
unable to carry on trade for any considerable time and 
even tliose who emerged by singular industry from 
poverty, were frequently reduced to a state of bank- 
ruptcy by their being led into luxurious and dissipated 
habits by the ecclesiastics, who frequented their houses 
and intermeddled often most mischievously with dieir 
domestic concerns. 

About the latter end o£ the reign of King Charles the 
Second, when Popery began to revive, the prices of wool 
and woollen goods would rise or fall just as the wind 
of hope or fear blew. When the Protestant cause was 
likely to predominate, then all hands were at work, 
every article of woollen manufacture sold briskly ; but 
when the Duke of York's party appeared to prevail, 
there was a visible depression of the trade, tacidy but 
forcibly indicating that manufactures and commerce 
have in Ireland, as well as in Spain and other countries, 
Popery for their most formidable enemy. — See a rfit- 
courge on the wooUen trumujaeture qflreiandy and the can' 
sequences of p^Hthibiting its exportaUion. London, 1692. 

About this time an act of parliament paraed for the 
relief of the Irish Protestant Clergy, by which all of 
them who had been forced from their country, and had 
benefices there, were enabled to hold any benefice in Eng- 
land idthout ^Mrfeiting their promotions in Ivdand; but 
were obliged to resign their English preferments when 
restored to those they had been forced to relinqaiftfa. 
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On the 11th of December the grand jury of the 
county of Cork presented, that four hundred pounds 
should be raised on the county, to gratify the seamen 
who had brought over King James.— «SmtW* HistoTry 
of Cork, 11. 204. 

A few weeks before this, the Earl of Clanrickard 
came to Galway and sent word to Sir Thomas SoMth- 
well and a considerable number of Protestants confined 
there with him under sentence of death, that they must 
prepare for execution on the sixth of that month, 
(November, for it was King James's pleasure that they 
should be executed on that day ;) and accordingly the 
sheriff appeared with all necessary preparations for put- 
ting them to death on the day appointed. But there 
really was no such order. Clanrickard being a recent 
convert to Popery, thought it convenient to perpetrate 
this act of cruelty, which disgusted even those to whom 
he designed to recommend himself. Sir Thomas South- 
well with several other gentlemen of the county of 
Cork, when the Protestants were disarmed in the pre- 
ceding year, being reluctant to give up their horses and 
arms, many of them having been plundered before, and 
fearing if their remaining horses and arms were taken 
fi'om them that their lives and remaining substance 
would be in danger, assembled with their tenants and 
servants to the number of two hundred, and resolved to 
march and join Lord Kingston at Sligo, for their com- 
mon defence. The following account of their march 
and their misfortunes is given in a pamphlet of twenty- 
nine quarto pages, giving an account, among other 
matter^ of the seizing and condemning of Sir Thomas 
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Southwell and two hundred other Protestant gentlemen 
at Gal way — Sir Laurence Parsons and several others 
at Birr and Maryborough — and the barbarous execution 
of some of them, collected by a person who was pre' 
sent, -^Prinied in London in 1689. 

A gentleman taken by sheriff Power and the Irish 
army, with the rest of the prisoners condemned at 
Galway, having made his escape for England, wrote 
the following letter to his brother : 

" The excuse I offer for writing this is, that my thoughts 
were so taken up with the misery I apprehended my 
helpless father, mother, wife, and children were in, 
and in an endeavour to procure some employment, 
whereby I should be able to maintain them, if I could 
make my escape, I chose rather to enlist myself as a 
private soldier, whereby I might be on the road to pre- 
ferment, than to live as a drone among my friends, 
who are all in almost as bad circumstances as myself. 
As to my private condition, since it pleases God to 
bless me with health, I hope to rest satisfied. I enter- 
tain a hope of having yet a hunthig of those, of which 
sport I had a little relishing taste, and revenge the 
murder of my dear sister Burret, and their outrages on 
my friends. I never knew what sorrow was till I had 
account of my sister's death, at that dismal gate of Lis- 
carrol ; it seemed such to me, for while I stayed at it, I . 
made my observation, that there was not the least noise, 
as if all were dead. The apprehension of this did so over- 
whelm me, that often on the road I charged myself 
with being the occasion of bringing my aged father 
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and ntiotber, my wife, children, and fiienda, if not to 
an untimely death, yet to sorrow and misery. 

<< When I reached MaUow, though many endeavoured 
to divert me, I was not able to lift up my spirits, but 
being put to bed, I had the benefit of an hour's sle^ 
when I awoke to brood upon my susery. 

<< The next morning I resolved to think of nothing 
but revenge, and having heard of Ci^tain Boyle's sur- 
rendering, which left us without hope of making any 
head in Munster, Sir Thomas Southwell, Captain 
Purdon, and about one hundred more of us, resolved 
to make our way to Sl^. The first day we halted at 
a widow's house, about ten mUes firom Limerick, where 
we stayed for three or four hours, then mounting with 
the moon, we marched on. Early next morning Cap* 
tain Mills overtook us, with a party of horse. Soon 
afterwards, marching near a strong casde, with a large 
bawn well walled in, we understood that it was fortified 
by En^ish ; there we took an opportunity of refreshing 
our horses, upon which there went a rumour tbrth that 
Lord Clare had taken the castle, which made the rabble 
of the country think them happiest who could reach us 
first, to share in the plunder. Having advice of this, 
we drew up near the gate to receive about twenty 
horsemen, who were riding in full speed towards us, 
but when they perceived the mistake, they hung their 
ears, tamely suffering us to dismount and disarm them ; 
but at the request of the garrison, unwilling to exas- 
perate the ruffians, who might take revenge upon their 
families, we returned both horses and arms. 
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*< Then we marched towards O'Brien's Bri^e ; the 
roads being v^ry bad* we rode in a scattered way, our 
kmat being at least a mile from our rear, which a party 
o^ Irish dn^QOBS obserring, lay in ambush, and as we 
were moving past them, they fired about twelve shots 
at us, which by Go<fs providence did us no hurt, most 
(rf us being armed with back, breast, and head*pieces 
of armour. We soon answ^ed them in their own Ian* 
guage, each man firing his carbine and his pistols, by 
wbtdi two o£ them were killed and one wounded. 
They then ran away, and we imprudently pursued them 
for two or three hours, but their horses being fresh, 
they got dear offi <Hily one of our bullets overtook the 
comet's horse, and gave the rider an opportunity of 
exercising his feet to three or four miles before us. 

** The next exposition which we met was at a bridge 
in ^e county of Clare, the end of it being fortified by a 
strong gate, and near it were two houses which com- 
manded each side. The cowardly fellows in these 
houses, however, were easily persuaded to open the 
gate, on our promising to do them no injury, and on 
om^ threatening to cut them and the gate to pieces, if 
they resisted us. 

*^ Thence we made towards Killaloe, where a com- 
pany of Irish foot soldiers was quartered. When they 
perceived us coming near them, they would have for- 
tified themselves in the Cathedral, but the poor old 
iHshop refiised them the key of it, for which it is to be 
femred he has since suffered severely. They then sent 
a messenger to know what we would be at. Our 
answer was, that we designed to hurt none that desired 
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to be peaceable, which they promised to be, whereupon 
we resolved to rest there that night, so that every man's 
business was to find the best quarters he could for him* 
self and his horse. It was my good fortune to meet 
with a friend in Killaloe, though he was a Papist. He 
was extremely importunate that I should give up all 
thoughts of going any ^rther on my design, urging 
that he did not doubt of making such friends for me, 
as would protect me and mine, with our substance; 
adding, that if I would not be so ruled, my under- 
taking was so rash, that he feared the next account he 
would have of me would be of my being shot or 
hanged, among the rest. My reply, with thanks for 
his kindness, was, that I would make even that doom 
my choice, rather than it should be said I flinched for 
fear. Still he was more urgent, till, in short, I gave 
him to understand that I was so far from having any 
thoughts of returning home, that if I were at that 
instant there, I would make it my business, if I could 
find out any possibility of compassing it, to overtake 
the party I was then in. 

<< Then, finding that I was not to be dissuaded from 
my purpose, he warned me not to stay in Killaloe that 
night, for that, notwithstanding his promise, the cap- 
tain of the company quartered there had sent an ex- 
press to Limerick, and that he did not question but 
about midnight a detachment from that garrison would 
be upon us. 

<< On my making Sir Thomas Southwell acquainted 
with this intelligence, he. resolved upon a further 
march without delay. While some of us were getting 
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ready, others disanned a guard that had the bi8hq>'8 
horses in their custody, which trouble we eased them 
of, and Mr. Hawkins, the brother of the clergyman of 
the parish, and some of the bishop's servants, went 
with us. The arms of the guard we returned, as we 
had promised to do, and receiving the bishop's blessing, 
we went that night to Mr. Purdon's house, near the 
Shannon side. As soon as we arrived there, I advised 
Sir Thomas to procure a trusty servant of the house to 
go to Kiilaloe, and bring us an account whether any 
should follow us from that place, and Mr. William 
Southwell and I went to bed ; but as soon as we had 
Ae benefit of the moon, we made ready to move for- 
ward, hearing that our enemies should break the bridge 
of Scariff, there being a company of them in Tom- 
graney Castle. 

" Next day, James Power, high sheriff of die county 
of Galway, having had an account the day before of 
our intended march that way, raised the country, and 
riding out upon the hills, perceived our men as well as 
our horses. He had secured all the Enghsh, and sent 
us Irish guides, with directions to lead us to a cer- 
tain pass, where not above two could ride at a time ; 
near this pass they lined a ditch on the right hand with 
a company of foot : on the other side of the road, be- 
hind a rising ground, lay another company. In the 
midst ©f these, at the other side of the pass, they drew 
up a troop of horse, with some volunteers. When 
they were perceived by us at a distance, we made the 
best arrangement we could, and when we came to the 
spot, we drew up and shouted, which made the volun- 

c2 
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teers first flinch back, and then some of them ran 
away. 

<< They made proposals of compocdtion with us, which 
we at fir^ revised, but upon seoond thoughts, oonsi* 
dering that our horses were jaded, so that we should 
be obliged to fight on foot, and that when our shot 
would be spent, the rabble, which ware at least two 
thousand in number, would be worse upon us than the 
soldiers, we agreed to conditions. We stipulated that 
we should deliver up all our horses that were fit for 
military service, except those that the gentlemoi 
among us rode, and their swords and pistols; and 
that our servants should have sufficient nags given to 
them, instead of the horses they rode, and that the 
sheriff should give us passes to procure us protections, 
and send us a convqpr, if desired. Your grey horse was 
so beaten, that I was forced to alight, and lead him to 
the front, where I was resolved to appear, though on 
foot: there were, however, few in the company that 
performed so well, till about half an hour before the 
rabble falling upon our rear, some of whom were so 
fatigued that they fell off their horses. The Irish shot 
one Morgan Williams in the head, whereupon Lieu- 
tenant Chinnery, myself, and about half a dozen more 
of us, faced about, and making at them, they, although 
about four hundred, ran away. In our pursuit of them, 
the poor grey, making what speed he could m a stony 
place, came down on all four with such force, that 
laden as I was, with the weight of my iron doublet 
cap, and other lumber, I thought he had'broken all his 
own bones as well as mine i but soon scrambling up, I 
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gtufe him my hdpiag hand^ which wu hardly sufficient 
to get him on his feet, for he was almost spoiled. 
When I have the same advantage of my coimtrymen, 
wbkik I do not y^ deqMur of, I will return you as good 
or better hones than your cvwn, with thanks. 

^ That nighty for oonveni^ice of lodging, we went 
to Looghrea, which was the Irish quarters, where we 
slept without rocking. 

*^ The next day, instead of a convoy, we were se« 
cured by strong guards at the gates, \mng told that 
they dared not to let us go till they knew the pleasure of 
the government, and that they would write by their 
quarter-master so favourably on our b^alf, that they 
did not question but that our conditions should be 
^cactly performed. But I soon smdled out their trea- 
chery, which made me resolve to venture on making 
my escape, while I had the liberty of the town. My 
friends often attempted to dissuade me from doing so, 
stUl hoping the best, and judging it not only haaardous 
but impossible to be done, for the very countrymen, as 
well Irish as English, could not stir one mile without 



" On the fourth day after we were brought to 
Loughrea, I could not brook the haughty looks of the 
villains about me any longer, which made me resolve 
to go on with my design that evening ; when about half 
an hour before the time I had fixed to go off, I most 
unexpectedly met one Mahony, who is now a captain 
in the army, altogether a stranger to me, who whispered 
me in the ear that he would carry me off to the house 
of Sir Henry Waddington, who had engaged him to 
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do SO, Mahony being formerly in that gentleman's ser- 
vice. 

' *^1 was glad to carry my captain's coat nnder my 
arm, and lead this man's horses out of the gate, which 
I looked on to be the best employment I ever had. 
While I was at Sir Henry's house, I had the honour 
to pass for the captain's cousin, and by his name. I 
had several narrow escapes afterwards, which would be 
too tedious to recount. In three or four days after I 
got to Sir Henry Waddington's house, I had the sad 
prospect of my friends' march towards Galway gaol, 
who had severe usage, and were all condemned to be 
hanged and quartered ; but the late King James, land- 
ing about that time, their execution was deferred. 
This, however, proved no benefit to one of our com- 
pany, named Brown, a gentleman of a thousand pounds 
a year, near Mallow. On the last day of our being 
mustered togetjber, whether his horse tired, or he 
desired to run all hazards with his wife and six chO- 
dren, whom he had left behind, he left us, making his 
way homeward, but was taken prisoner on his way, and 
sent to Limerick. From that he was removed to Cork, 
where the first act of the king was to see him hanged 
and quartered. At the request of some friends, how- 
ever, Sir Thomas Southwell and the rest obtained a 
reprieve, which was sent to Galway by John Ramot, a 
merchant of Mallow, who was employed by the gentle- 
men to follow the king to Dublin, with letters to their 
friends to make interest for their pardon. 

<< He happily took Cloghsiokin in his way, where I 
was prepared fortunately to his servicei and gravely 
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carried his doak-bag behind me to DuhUii. The em- 
bargo having been taken off, the first £Eur wuad I sailed 
for England. A short time before I went off I met a 
friend who told me Mr. Handcock was in town and that 
he desured to see me, I immediately went to him, and 
finding him in his chamber, was very civilly rec^ved by 
him, but we had not many words together, for other 
firiends flocked in, some of them with the news of firesh 
losses in his stock of cattle, to which he gave a patient 
ear, declaring that he did not reckon upon any of them 
as his own. My time being short, I told him that I 
came just to kiss his hand, and that if I made any stay 
I should miss my passage. Then taking my leave he 
went with me to the stair-head, where he kindly pressed 
me to take two guineas, saymg, that of a little I must 
take a little, for that he judged my hurry from home 
might have hindered me firom providing myself with 
money. It was a seasonable kindness and shall never 
be forgotten by him who is unfeignedly 

" Your affectionate brother, 

« T. W." 

Three of Sir Thomas SouthwelFs party esci^)ed, as 
did Mrs. Catherine Gun, wife of William Gun, junior, 
and daughter of Colonel Townsend. This lady was the 
only female in the party, and was acquitted because she 
accompanied her husband, though mounted amazon- 
like, and armed as the rest of the prisoners had been«— . 
Price's Trial, p. 36. 

When the enemy appeared most numerous, Captain 
Mills saying, « Gentlemen, we have the sword before 
US, and the gallows behind !" this intrepid lady gave 
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her advice rather to fight and die honourably than sub* 
mit to the mercy of their perfidious enemies ; and if 
they could have done so, it would have been the wisest 
oourse at the fatal {lass in the county of Galway to which 
they had been treacherously led ; but it i^pears that 
this expedition was altogether an injudicious and an ill- 
conducted one. This body of two hundred armed and 
well^mounted men, which, if they had managed the 
matter well, might have gone to any one place they 
desired — to Cavan not Sligo ought to have been their 
destination — made their first error in not taking with 
diem the arms and horses that fell into their hands in 
the county of Limerick. Their next mistake was taking 
the wrong side of the Shannon — ^they should have gone 
through Tipperary and Westmeath to Cavan and Ennis- 
killen, firom which latter place, then in full triumph over 
Lord Mountcashers routed army, they might have 
readily joined Lord Kingston's army near Sligo, or the 
forces firom Derry^ which were advancing to attack that 
town. Their third and fatal error was falling into the 
ambuscade laid for them by the Sheriff of Galway. The 
heroine just mentioned, ought to have had the com- 
mand instead of Lord Southwell, and undoubtedly would 
not have proved inferior to him in military skill and 
intrepidity. She had resolved when she left home with 
her husband, to undergo the greatest hardships rather 
than be subject to the insolence and violence of the 
merciless enemies around her. Some of these cruel 
ruffians coming to the house of a gentleman named 
Burret, whose hapless wife was sister of the gentleman 
whose letter has been quoted, at the castle of LiscarroL 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



TO THB SUSBBHDBB OV LIMEBICK. 39 

The lady being then far advanced in pregnancy, endea^ 
voured to shut the door against them— they forced it in 
up<m her, and with their pistols killed hen 

Sir Thomas Southwell and all the other gentlemen 
who accompanied him on his unfortunate expedition, 
were condemned to be hanged and quartered.* The 
judge persuading them to rely upon the mercy of so 
gracious a Prince, for he did not doubt of their being 
pardoned, a reprieve having been sent to them before 
their trial, persuaded them to rely upon it and plead 
guilty ; but they remained imder terror of death, and 
were mocked most cruelly in their sad condition.by ^e 
Earl of Clanrickard, as already recorded. Thdr delu* 
sive reprieve was quashed and most tantidizingly frus- 
trated, under the pretence that their friends who had 



* Among the prisoDers with Sir Thomas Southwell at this time 
was James Keating, whose name is the forty-first in the list of them 
published with an account of their suflforings, bj a person who was 
present at their sufferings, and licensed to be printed by Clavel of 
St. Paul's church-yard in London, in 1689. A volume entitled 
«« The Spiritual Tillage," consisting of two Sermons, by 
Samuel Hieron, is in the possession of Doctor M<Cartney, of 
Abbey-lodge, near MaguireVbridge, in the county of Fermanagh, 
which belonged to Keating, in it are the following notes — *' James 
Keating was bom on the 25th of July, 1653i He married 
Anne Reddon, aged twenty years, on the 6th of July, 1675." 
Here follows a registry of the baptism of their ten children, and this 
Bote — «I was prisoner in Gralway and Dublin sixteen months, 
in the years 1689 and 1690, under sentence to be hanged and 
quartered, but Goo delivered me and many others, by a glorious 
deliverer, King William, July 2nd, 1690 : may God have all the 
glory of HIS mercy. I wrote out these two sermons in Galway, 
in 1689, being then a prisoner and under sentence of death." 
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detained it, had stipulated that they should remain 
under sentence of condemnation until an equal number 
of Popish prisoners should be sent from England in 
exchange for them. 

Hardiman, the learned but bigotted author of the 
History of Galway, has in his book the following note, 
true as to this rash body of men passing through the 
country in open hostility to the existing govemment, 
but undoubtedly false as to their experiencing the 
mildest treatment, including Lord Clanrickard's cruel 
joke while they remained prisoners in that town, for 
whose security, he says, the Protestant inhabitants, 
were a short time before removed by the governor to 
the west suburbs, and while an order from King James 
was executed, to put out of the court of Aldermen and 
Common Coimsel, such Protestants and disaffected men 
as should appear to the Mayor as such, and to send their 
names without delay to Dublin. << Afler the cessation 
of hostilities in Ireland, a narrative was published pur^ 
porting to give a true account of many cruelties pre- 
tended to have been inflicted on a number of Protestant 
gentlemen, and others, who, with the first Lord, then 
Sir Thomas Southwell, were taken prisoners in 1689 
by James Power, high sheriff of the county of Galway, 
and conveyed to the town for security. This narrative 
the author of the Peerage, (Lodge not Leland) with- 
out sufficient investigation, introduced into his account 
of the Southwell Peerage, (Vd. VL p. 20 J though he 
might have easily perceived that it was a statement 
worked up merely to excite the attention of government 
towards some of the individuals, at a time when few 
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would venture to contradict them. The truth, however, 
is, that this party was intercepted while passing through 
the country, in a state of open hostility, and that while 
they remained in Gal way, they experienced the mildest 
treatment. They were all comfortably lodged and 
carefully provided for in the town, and many of them 
were even at large on their parole of honour until they 
were exchanged after the battle of the Boyne/' — Hardi* 
man's History of Galway, p, 156. Dublin, 1820. 

It is among the ludibria rerum, that the present Lord 
Southwell is a member of the Church of Rome ! ! ! 

At Birr, in the King's county, three Protestants were 
at this time condemned to die. Sir Laurence Parsons, 
knight, Jonathan Darby, and James Roscoe, both 
gentlemen. 

The articles that had been given to Sir Laurence 
Parsons, upon the surrender of his own house, were 
brought against him at his trial, and was the only evidence 
whereby they condemned him, there being no other but 
these articles, the judge declaring that it was high 
treason for a subject to article with his king. 

At Maryborough, in the Queen's county, eleven Pro- 
testants were condenmed to death, two of whom, 
Thomas Lewis and George Maxwell, were executed, 
being hanged and quartered ; two afterwards made thehr 
escape and fled to England ; two brothers of the name 
of Lindsay died in prison. 

After the above mentioned, eleven were condemned, 
Baron Lynch, one of the Popish judges, being informed 
that the prisoners had said that they durst not put them 
to death, and that if they did, the Prince of Orange 
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would reveoge their blood. He ordered them into 
court, in their irons, with ropes about their necks, and 
examined the gaoler, whether he did not hear them say 
so on the preceding night ? He said he liad not heard 
them say so since their condemnation. The sheriff, then 
taking the Bible, kissed it, and said, <^ My Lord, by the 
oath I have taken, I heard them say so last night ;" 
upon which Judge Lynch ordered them to be hanged 
and quartered next day ; but their friend^ with othersy 
cried out for mercy. So Lewis and Maxwell only were 
executed. Mr. Jones, the minister, and ei^t others 
only were executed. 

In the mean time, the Enniskill^i men continued to 
maintain the ground they had gained by routing the 
Irish army, under Lord Mountcashel, about the same 
time with the relief of Londonderry. For thirty miles 
round them they scoured the country, bringing in 
cattle and provisions of all sorts, with forage and arms, 
and about two months before their victory at Lisnaskey, 
they advanced within thirty mites of Dublin, to the 
neighbourhood of Kells, and westward as far as Tinea» 
in the county of Westmeath, burning on their march 
the house q( Luke Reilly, high-sheriff of the county of 
Cavan, with the houses of other considerable persons 
who were in arms agaii^t them, killing only three 
soldiers at a place called Drum, who refused to deliver 
up their muskets. They injured none who lived peace- 
ably, and on their return towards Fermanagh they left a 
troop of horse in Cavan until the rest of their army 
had marched away, that no injury might be done to the 
common people. They had with them four or five 
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thoiMatid head of cattle whidi had been lately taken 
from the Protestants by the Rapparees. Enniskillen was 
at this time in a good condition for provisions and other 
necessaries, and there were in it and in Ballyshannon 
eight hundred able and well-mounted horsemao, besides 
foot, brave and resolute men, most of them gentlemen, 
who, happier than Lord Southwell and his luckless party^ 
had escaped out of Munster and Ccmnaught, resolved 
rather to forsake all they possessed in those provinces than 
submit to a savage and implacable enemy. The Kerry 
forces were now drawn towards the Shannon, and dur-^ 
ing the two or three preceding months all the best of 
the Irish forces were removed from the province of 
•Munster, except a regiment commanded by Monsieur 
Boyleau, a tyrannical and avaricious Frenchman, who 
exercised absolute authority in that city. He knocked 
one of the eyes out of the Sheriff of Cork, who hap- 
pened to be a Protestant. He threatened to bum all 
the churches, and to hang all who should attempt ta 
make their escape from the city. At the same timei 
spies were employed in Dublin and about it to discover 
if any Protestants assembled or talked together, above 
the prescribed number of five, and the ruling powers 
there were much incensed at an embargo in England* 
which prevented their having a free correspondence with 
their friends on that side of St. George's channel. 

Several Protestants were at this time imprisoned in 
the metropolis, on the charge of having corresponded 
and plotted with the Protestants of Ulster then in arms, 
or with the friends of the Prince of Orange, called King 
William, in England, and in searching for treasonable 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



44 HISTORY OP IRELAND, FROM RELIEF OF BERRY 

papers, they took whatever money they could find. 
They threatened to renew a search for arms which had 
been for some time intermitted, and it was generally 
expected that they would take this opportunity of seiz- 
ing all the plate and copper they could lay hold on, for 
they had at this time erected a mint for coining money. 
— London^ 1689. 

Among those imprisoned was Doctor William King, 
Chancellor of St. Patrick's Cathedral, and afterwards 
successively Bishop of Derry and Archbishop of Dublin ; 
and he and Doctor Nathaniel Foy, afterwards Bishop of 
Waterford, with many other Protestant clergymen, had 
been committed prisoners to the castle of Dublin, on the 
29th of July in this year. They had become marked* 
men from their controversial sermons, to which multi- 
tudes had resorted, and were not liberated until the 
month of January afterwards. Doctor Foy was an Eng- 
lishman, who, having been educated in the college of 
of Dublin, obtained a fellowship there. When Popery 
was almost triumphant, he made a glorious stand in 
defence of the Protestant Religion, not only publicly 
disputing with the most eminent Romish Doctors, but, 
with uncommon resolution, and to the manifest hazard 
of his life, he supported the controversy between Pro- 
testants and Papists every second Sunday, from the 
pulpit of St. Bridget's church, answering and confuting 
the discourses delivered by a Popish Doctor of the 
Sorbonne the preceding Sunday at Christ's church, be- 
fore King James. 

Multitudes flocked from all parts of the city to hear the 
Protestant cause so well defended. But he went not on 
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unmolested, for he was assaulted by soldiers while per- 
forming the funeral service in his church-yard, and he 
was prevented from preaching by the menaces of 
some of the Popish soldiers, who surrounded and en- 
tered the church with their muskets, threatening to 
shoot him if he should persist in reviling the King's 
religion. 

In the mean time. Dr. King had, though un- 
discovered, maintained for a considerable time before 
a most important correspondence with the friends of 
King William in England. Judge Nugent who had 
committed him and Doctor Poy prisoners to Dublin 
castle, made many endeavours to have him indicted for 
high treason founded on an affidavit made against him. 
Duiing his confinement he suffered great hardships, 
being robbed of all his e£Pects, and having nothing l6fl 
him to live on but the charity of the Protestant people. 
He was at last enlarged, and afterwards, in 1690, appre- 
hended again, without any assigned reason, and thrown 
into the public guard-house to lie among the common 
soldiers, without a bed for several nights. During his 
confinement he had several conferences both with 
Jacobites and Williamites, and was privately furnished 
with accounts of every public transaction, and with 
copies of all the proclamations and orders of council, 
out of which he collected materials for his account of 
the " State of the Protestants of Ireland" under King 
James, of which Bishop Burnett says in a letter to Sir 
Thomas Southwell, that it was not only the best book 
that had been written for the service of King William's 
government, but worth aU the rest of the publications 
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on diBt subject pat together, and would do more tbftn 
all the English scribblmgs £:)r settling Uie minds of the 
nation. 

After his liberation he returned to the duties of his 
churdi, in which, however, he was frequently inter- 
rupted, and on one occadcm seven officers disturbed 
him, swearing aloud that they would cut his throat. 
He was assaulted in the streets, and a musket with a 
%hted match levelled against him. The Protestant 
clei^ in Dublin now began to feel the lash of persecu- 
tion in an intolerable degree ; hardly one of them escaped 
afironts and injuries, or could walk the streets unmo- 
lested. The soldiers, particularly the French, railed 
at them, calling th&a devils, heretical ministers, with 
many other contumelious expressions. 

The Romish ecclesiastics were now busily employed 
in their schemes of conversion. With the utmost im- 
pudence they thrust themselves into the rooms of such 
Protestants as were sick or dying. If they were foimd 
speechless, the priests reported that they had been con- 
verted ; if they had Romish relations the house was 
filled with them, and they excluded the Protestant 
ministers. The priests alleged that they had King 
James's command to vi»t the sick and attempt their 
conversion, and therefore would not be hindered to 
enter, nor persuaded to withdraw, though frequently 
desired by the sick themselves to do so. The Protes- 
tant clergy were (^en threatened and afironted on this 
account, and the ill-will which they gained <m particidar 
occasions of this nature, caused not unfrequently their 
imprisonment ; for the priest who had lost his prey, as 
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they deemed every sick ProteBtant, was sure to be 
revenged one way or other upon the minister whose 
diligence had disappointed him. — L^e ef Artihhuhop 
Emg^ Protestant AdvoccUey Vol.III.pnS7* 

In this wretdied state were the Protestant dei^ and 
laity of Dublin, while their unfortunate brethren were 
suffering in a similar manner throughout three of the 
four provinces, and not altogether free from persecution 
in the fourth, for, with the exception of Enni^llen, 
Derry, and a few other places, all the province of Ulster 
felt the heavy hand of the bigotted oppressors. 

From the accession of James the Second, Galway, 
being the most Popish town in Ireland, its inhabitants 
were pointed out by the priests, who influenced that 
unfortunate Prince's counsels, as peculiar objects of his 
royal favour and advancement. They professed the 
same religious principles as the king, and had in the 
preceding reigns suffered for them, a circumstance 
which, in itself, was su£Bcient to recommend them to his 
attention. — Hardimcm's Mistory cf Gctkuay^ p. 157. 

Independently of this, James's ministers judged that 
in case of any sulcus o{q>osition to the measures and 
prefects of that prince, it would be prudent to have a 
place so considerable for situation and strength, for 
intercourse with foreigners, and communication with the^ 
natives, as Galway, which had before sustuned a memo- 
rable siege, properly fortified and entirely devoted to 
their service; and with this object in view, the strength- 
ening of the town became a matter of particular care. 

A draft of the fortifications having, by the king's 
fleers, been kud before him, he caused several addi- 
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tional works to be planned out, which, if carried into 
effect, would have rendered the town impregnable. 
But matters of more pressing urgency prevented their 
being put into execution. 

Lord Clanrickard having arrived to take possession 
of his government, was received with the greatest joy, 
and the days of the greatness of Galway became 
revived in the memory of its inhabitants, from the 
recollections they cherished of his lordship's distin- 
guished predecessor. 

During the year 1687, multitudes of the natives who 
had left the town returned to it, and were restored to 
their forfeited properties, and reinstated in their privi- 
leges as freepien. The Romish clergy also returned and 
re-claimed their respective places of worship, to the 
inexpressible mortification of the Protestant inhabitants, 
who were obliged to submit to this extraordinary change 
of affairs without daring even to remonstrate against 
these encroachments upon their rights. The returned 
natives having now succeeded in every point to the 
utmost extent of their wishes, were principally occupied 
during the greater part of the ensuing year (1688) in 
the r^ulation of the town, and the re-establishment of 
their clergy. 

Their affitirs for a short time bore every appearance 
of security ; but all these flattering prospects were soon 
destined to vanish. Rumours of resistance to the 
government now, for the first time, awakened the town 
to a sense of approaching troubles, and aware that as 
members of the Church of Rome, their fate depended 
on the continuance of the existing order of things, they 
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renewed their protestations of attachment to the state, 
and their determination to support it at the expense of 
their properties and at the risk of their lives. The most 
unlimited confidence was placed on their fidelity, and 
if the same could have safely been reposed on the in- 
habitants of Derry, Ennbkillen, and Dublin, the Prince 
of Orange might have shared the fate of the Duke of 
Monmouth, and Ireland would have become a miserable 
dependency on France. 

The troops stationed in Gralway having been ordered 
on other duty by Tirconnel, he confided the care of the 
garrison to the townsmen, and on the 15th of October 
it was ordered in common council, that all the inhabi- 
tants, under a certtun penalty, should watch, each in 
turn, during the absence of the standing army. 

The Mayor reported to the government, through 
Judge Daly, that Galway would be able to furnish 
three companies of foot, consisting of two hundred men, 
with a troop of horse, and on the 6th of December 
following, it was ordered at a publie assembly, that six 
companies should be raised. 

The walls were soon afterwards cleared, the guns 
mounted, and the gates and fortifications thoroughly 
repaired, by the directions of the government, but at 
the expense of the town. The Earl of Clanricard was 
soon afterwards empowered to prostrate all the cabins 
adjoining the walls, and to demolish several forts in the 
East Liberties. The ditches were scoured by the assis- 
tance of the soldiers who had returned to the town, and 
the pillars at the Exchange on the quay, and the wall at 
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the point of Rintinane, were pulled down, and the 
draw-bridge at the west was made up. 

The markets were then ordered to be held in the high 
street heSare the Mayor's house ; the town's-people got 
nodce to be timely (nrovided with all necessary provi- 
sioiis, in case of a siege, and before the end of the year 
the town was put into a tolerable state of defence by 
the inhabitants, who were fiiUy resolved to hold out 
against any attempt which mi^t be made by the 
enemies a£ the Govermnent* As soon as King James 
heard of these spirited prqurations of the town of 
Galway, he expressed himself ia the highest terms of 
satk&ction. In July^ 1689> three additional companies 
of foot were nused* and the (#oeES chosen were pro- 
s^ted to the King £or approbnUofi. 

The Protestant inhabitants were af^iarwards removed 
by the governor to the west wiburb^ for die better 
security of the town. In April following» the Ma^ror 
received directians^ by order of the king in coubcU? to 
put out of the court oi aldennen and common council 
such men as should appear to him to be diaa&cted 
Protestants, and to send their names without delay, to 
Dublin. Commissioners soon afterwards arrived to view 
he state of the town. They directed several repurs 
to be made on the walls, and a fbrtification to be built 
at Barachalla. For these works eight hundred pounds 
were ordered to be levied on the inliabitants* The 
Franciscan friars sii{^ed stones and other matensls, 
and the remainder of that year and part of the next 
were cS)nsumed in their completion-^^iSse Hardima»$ 
History, of Galway, Dvblin^ 1820. 
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In the mean time, the misery of the Proteistants in 
tad about Dubiuiy and throiig}M>ut a great part of the 
pvDvince of Leiniter» had become intolerable ; their auf- 
ftrings were excessive^ and the particulars of them are 
scarcely crediUey though recorded with great moder» 
ation and on good aitd)ority» in ^'ofi account qfthg 
tftmiotetiong of Eimg Jmm tii lr$hmiii* puhlMid in 
Landony in IGSO, ritftff^thrw qmr0 pageSf a work 
equally rare and interesting» and one of which none of 
the historians of this momentous period seem to have 
availed themselves, deeming it, perhaps, beneath the 
dignity of history to enter too minutely into detail. 

James's tame and abject submission to the French 
governor of Dublin, to whom he seemed to be in a state 
of degrading servitude, had by Uiis time brought that 
unfbrtimate prince and his Iridt adherents into a low 
state of wretchedness. 

The haughtiness and insolence of the foreign officers 
and soldiers had now been exercised almost equally on 
Protestants and Pa^NSts, on all who had any thing to lose 
or dared to dispute their authority, giving sad specimens 
of what the pec^le, of ail religious denominations, had 
to expect if the power of France should become supreme 
in Ireland, by the defeat of the Protestants thsn in 
arms for King William. 

An admmistration, at once so tyrannical and con- 
temptiUe, as that of King James's ministers or masters 
in Ireland, at this time owed its brief duration only to 
the English Actions, to whidi a similar and ahnost 
equally mtolerable government of Ireland is indebted 
for its existence in 1888. 
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King William had already bitterly experienced the 
difficulties and vexations which attended his recent 
elevation to the throne. He was thwarted in the most 
embarrassing manner by the restless spirit of the Whigs, 
who had called him from comparative ease to deliver the 
nation from superstition and slavery, and he was sur- 
rounded by avowed and secret enemies, who had not 
given up the hope of recalling James. The war with 
France had been declared, and Louis was his inveterate 
enemy. 

An'insurrection was more than meditated in Scotland, 
where Lord Dundee was collecting an army in the 
Highlands, and receiving reinforcements from the north 
of Ireland to oppose him. 

England was a scene of various discontents. It was 
scarcely possible for William in his complicated dangers, 
his fears, his suspicions, his management of parties, 
{says Lelandin his History of IreUmdy Vol. IILp. 865,) 
to proceed in the service of Ireland with the necessary 
vigour. The English forces could not be spared, and 
perhaps it was deemed hazardous to send them against 
King James. New levies were ordered and speedily 
completed, but the arms of the tower had been em- 
bezzled, others were to be sought in Holland, nor was 
it found easy to raise money on parliamentary grants. 

In the mean time the neglect of Ireland became a 
subject of Popish complaint, as it may well be at the 
present day, and that neglect was by some who pre- 
tended to discernment, ascribed to the counsels of Lord 
Halifax, who was said to have persuaded^his new master 
that the commotions of Ireland would force sSl parties 
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into a full and final setdement of England. The sea- 
fight of Bantry Bay and the movements of the adherents 
of King James in Scotland, had retarded the succours 
to Ireland, and if Dundee* had survived his victory at 
Killicrankie, and Londonderry had been taken, the 
English army might, perhaps, have had so much to do 
at home that it could hardly have been expected that 
any of them would have been spared for service in 
Ireland. — See Impartial History of the occurrence in 
Irelomd, Vol IV. p. 6. 

* Captain Graham, of Claverhouse, a descendant of the house 
of Stratherne and Monteitb, and an ardent admirer of the heroism 
of his namesake, Montrose, was one of those who waited on King 
James at Rochester, and addressed vehement and high-spirited 
exhortations to the pusillanimous prince, to remain in England and 
abide the contest with his son-in-law and nephew. He had served 
in early life with reputation abroad, but had been deeply mortified 
by the reAisal of the Prince of Orange to give him the command 
«f one of the Scottish regiments in the Dutch service, and be 
abruptly quitted the service. He then, unfortunately for bimself, 
espoused the cause of James in Scotland, and to his dishonour 
took a very active share in the persecutions there, for which the 
bigoted king conferred upon him die title of Viscount Dundee. 
William made overtures of reconciliation to him, which he proudly 
rejected, and he re-established a correspondence with the court of 
France, urging James to effect an armed landing in Scotland. 
He urged tbe Duke of Gordon, a Romish nobleman, while both 
w»e in attendance on the convention at Edinburgh, to direct the 
artillery of the castle, of which he had the command, on the city 
which had the audacity to deliberate on the title of the king whom 
they served. Failing to accomplish tbis, or to succeed in turning 
tbe tide in favour of James, he quitted the city in a violent passion, 
and being asked where he was going, answered, wherever the spirit 
of Montrose may call me.—- His victory and death at KiUicrankie 
beloog to the history of_ Scotland. 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



54 HISTOBT OT tBm.A.titfs IHOM BSLISF OF DERBY 

About thid time a cabal of the Pafnsts in Lfimerick, 
prqecting to get the dhurcbes there into the possession 
of theu* priests, represented by memorial to the King 
and council, that there were so very few Protestants 
there, that they had no necessity for more than one 
house of worship $ the suggestion was fortified by a letter 
from the Earl of Limerick, attesting the truth of this 
allegation ; but when the business came to be examined, 
it appeared to be so gross and palpable of falsdiood, 
that even the King himself saw through it, and dis* 
missed the deputation of petitioners, with a refusal of 
their request. 

Informations were now frequentiy given to the govern* 
ment, of money, plate, or other substance in possession 
of the Protestants, even of those who had the security 
of a protection. This was evaded by the alleged sus- 
picion of a plot agunst the King, and immediately 
a party of soldiers was sent to search and plunder 
their houses, and so afler the infliction of all sorts of 
misery, after the ruined victims had been imprisoned, 
they were turned out on the world without means of 
subsistence. 

Brass and pewter money were forced upon the unfor- 
tunate people in payment for whatever they had to sell^ 
and i^ven for what they could not spare from tiieir own 
necessities ; and on the 9th of February, in this year, 
(1688) 1877 tanned hides, 14,687 raw hides, 61,105 
stones of wool^ 389 tons of tallow, and 40 stones of 
butter^ were seized for King James's use, and put on 
board of ships in die bay of Dublin, fh>m which they 
were carried to France. Sir Cloudesley Shovel* with 
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Ma fleety &r some short time prevented this ruinous 
esqwrt, but m soon as he was gone it re-commenced. 

For several months this trade was carried on. In all 
parts ai the city and surrounding country^ parties of 
soldiers were occupied in carrying away what the Pro- 
testants possessed* These commodities being almost 
all sent off to France, from which no return could be 
expected but arms and ammunition, the means of mur- 
dering all who remained to resist the French power in 
Ireland. These commodities at other times brought 
back wdcome exchanges of gold and silver to the mer- 
chants and other dealers, who freely distributed them 
among all the inhabitants concerned in trade, or manu- 
fuGture, or agriculture. These commodities were now 
sent off to strengthen strangers and enemies. The 
country being well stored with grain of all sorts, espe- 
cially the counties of Dublin, Kildare, Louth, Meath, 
and Wicklow, of which the wealthier farmers were 
generally Protestants, a very plausible proclamation was 
issued by the Lord Mayor of Dublin, encouraging the 
possessors of grain to supply the markets with it — some 
disinclination to send it in having been manifested. 
This not answering the design, another proclamation 
was soon afterwards issued, setting a lower rate than 
the market price on com of all kinds, provisions, and 
other merchantable commodities, constraining the owner 
to part with his goods, at the rates prescribed by the 
proclamation, on pain of losing all without any satis* 
faction. The furnishing of the King's stores was the 
pretext for seizure. 

The latter of these proclamations was first published 
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on a market day, when the former had induced the 
farmers to send m more corn than had been seen in it 
for many months before. The Lord Mayor had pre- 
viously intimated to the farmers, that the reason of the 
first of these proclamations, was only to supply the 
King with what he wanted for his own private use, and 
if they would bring in plenty of corn, the King would 
only take what he wanted, which should be of the best 
kind, and they might sell the remainder at the highest 
prices they could get for it. 

This manoeuvre succeeded in filling the market in 
a very unusual way, when the Mayor with his o£5cers 
came into the market, and seized all at what prices he 
pleased. He sent part of his prey to the King, disposing 
of the rest as he thought fit ; but while he exulted in 
the trick he had played, there were not for many weeks 
five barrels of any kind of grain seen in the market. 
At this time such was the state in which the Protestants 
of Dublin were, and they were about ten thousand in 
number, that the soldiers would not su£Per them to buy 
bread from any but themselves, at whatever rate they 
demanded for it. 

To remedy this inconvenience, the king in council 
agreed to erect public stores throughout the kingdom, 
into which wheat and all other sorts of grain should be 
sent, and also for leather, butter, wool, cheese, and 
whatever else might be necessary for supporting an 
army. To fill these stores, the Protestants were plun- 
dered of all that could be found in their possession, and 
before the first of March, thirty thousand barrels of 
wheat were seized within two miles of Dublin> and 
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six thousand barrels in the cotinty of Westmeath, 
j[)esides other sorts of grain ; and similar seizures were 
^lade throughout all parts of Ireland in which King 
James had troops. The surveyor-general, a Mr. Babey 
was commanded to seize all the malt in Dublin for the 
king's use. He disobeyed the order, pleading that, 
seizures did not belong to his office, for which he was 
dismissed from his employment as a disaffected person. 

' By engrossing the corn and other provisions, it was 
generally believed that the object was to starve all the 
Protestants, and some of their persecutors swore openly 
in the coffee-houses, that it would not be well with his 
majesty's good Catholic subjects until one-half of the 
Protestants were hanged, and the other starved ; others 
of them proposed that nothing should be sold out of the 
stores to the Protestants but for gold and silver, while 
they, a$ already mentioned, were obliged to take brass, 
copper, or pewter money for what they had occasion to 
sell. Flesh-meat was sold now at about six-pence a 
pound, and all other provisions were equally dear ; yet 
there was enough to be had for money, until the markets 
were so injured by the fraudulent proclamations of the 
Lord Mayor. 

The Protestants in the coimtry having some foresight 
of the severity they might have to endure, and remem- 
bering the miseries some of them had felt, and those 
which others had heard of in 1641, thought it prudent 
to provide good stores of hanged beef, bacon, dried fish, 
peas and beans, and did so, but all was soon seized 
firom them by the soldiers, under the authority of an 
order from government ; some others of them having 
got brass money, laid it out on wool) hides, butter, 
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cheese, and tallow, all which was likewise taken from 
them, and when, poor and naked, they sought fedress^ 
they were mocked and scof^d at by their plunderers*. 
Particular cafe was taken dt this time to lighten the 
Protestants away, that they might be brought into it 
state of obscurity, and their properties and goods seized* 

A secret order was issued by the government to turn 
the Protestants out of such estates as the members of 
the CJiurch of Rome had any claim to, and to restore 
the lands and tenements to the old owners of them* 
In the executiOtt of these orders, which Wds very 
prompt, tio Protestant sO dispossessted was flowed to 
carry away any of his goods which were kept firom 
them as some small satisfaction tot the mean profits^ 
In this way they dealt with the Lord Primate Boyle^ 
who was robbed of about ten thousand pounds worth Of 
substance in and about his house at Blessington* They 
killed all the deer in his park, though the flesh of them 
was not at that time fit for use ; and by order of govern* 
ment, all the deer at Rathfamham park and at Chapel 
Izod, were destroyed about the same time. 

By the same secret order, the lieutenants of counties 
were authorized to quarter soldiers, at discretion, on 
such of the Protestants as remained on their estates, to 
which the old Irish proprietors could make no claim* 
These orders they executed with great severity, and to 
the inexpressible grief and terror of the sufferers, who, 
as long as they were able to do so, submitted to the 
oppression, but soon becoming unable to endure the 
usage which they and their wives and chilch^n met 
with, fled for their lives, and so became, as iras plotted 
for them, out«lawed absentees* 
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This exceeded even French dragoonmg. These 
goitlemen were thus forced from their comfortable 
mansionsy their orchards and demesnes which they or 
their Withers had highly inq>royed at great expense 
since the passing of the act of settlement in 1661. 
They were turned out to make room for the meanest of 
their own labourer890ow4>oys, and clowns in their neigh* 
bourhoody who divided their houses into seven or eight 
dwellings-^now occupied by those whose fore&thers 
seldcmi slept on any better bed than what could be made 
of rushes or of straw. In this way was the noble build* 
lag at Eyrecourty in the county of Galway^ divided 
among the rabble of the neighbourii^ viU^^. 

The Protestants being persecuted from place to place 
in the country^ at length fled to Dublin in great numbers ; 
there they found thdr afflicted fellow suierers liberal 
to them in an incredible degree, considering all that 
they themselves had sii^ered and were suffering at this 
calamitous time. It may well be wondered how the 
piurses of the citizens of Dublin held out at this time ; 
at one collection on a Sabbath-day, it was usual to 
recdve fifty or sixty pounds, and were it not for such 
cdlections, it would have gone very hard with many 
families oi country gentlemen, who had never thought 
that they would owe their support to supplies fromapoor- 
box. But some of them of good estates,had received no 
rent for nearly two years, and had not before been very 
provident in laying up what they got for an unexpected 
emergency, preferring rather to expend it as it came 
oa improving their lands } and no small portion of what 
they received went firom them in defexu^e of vexatious 
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and expensive lawsuits fastened on them by their artful 
enemies. Even those who, after all, had s^ved some 
considerable sum of money, though they saved it as well 
as they could, were, nevertheless, by the high prices of 
the necessaries they required for themselves and their 
&milies, in a strange city situated as Dublin was 
«t this time, soon found in severe distress, ani 
became what they never suspected they could be, 
greater objects of charity and in a much worse condi- 
tion than the meaner sort of people who could work for 
ibod. However, as their poverty was discovered, which 
was not before several of them had nearly perished for 
want of necessaries, there was a competent dividend of 
the piiblic collection sent to them in the most private 
and delicate manner, and thus, by a fellow feeling for 
each other, these Protestants, like the primitive Chris- 
tians, supported one another. 

In the mean time, such of these victims of that power 
which exalts itself against God, and pursues his servants 
with fiend-like fury, as had fled into England, experi- 
enced the kindest care of their brethren there ; ample 
-contributions were made for their support, and most 
judiciously applied to their maintenance. Briefs were 
issued by the bishq)S, soliciting contributions for this 
benevolent purpose, and the second of these is well 
worthy of being recorded in this work:.— 

«< To our Reverend Brethren the Ministers of the several 
parishes to whom the second brief for the relief of the 
poor Protestants of Ireland shall com&— 

« We whose names are subscribed, being commissioners, among 
others {^pointed by their majesties, for the making of a general col- 
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lection for the relief of the poor Protestants of Ireland, do entreat 
you, after the reading of their migesties* brief for the better encourage- 
ment of it, to communicate to your congregations the following con- 
siderations, or the substance of them, in such manner as you shall 
think fit, viz.: — That we are very sensible both of your late pains 
and charity, and of the great liberality of your people towards the 
relief of the said poor Protestants of Ireland ; and that we consider 
likewise, the many other burdens which, on account of the public, 
are at present upon the nation; and that, therefore, unless extreme 
necessity urged, we should not again so soon have renewed our 
application to you in this way. 

<* But the great sums which have been so cheerfully given for 
the relief of these our distressed brethren, are now exhausted; 
notwithstanding they have been managed with all possible care, 
even to the prosecuting of several at law, who falsely laid claim to 
this charity. That, still many thousands, and among them 
many of great rank and quality, remain yet here, and are reduced 
to the last extremity, who must perish without speedy relief. And 
most of these are not capable of returning at present, many of them 
being aged and infirm, great numbers belonging to Dublin, and 
such other places, to which they cannot return without apparent 
hazard of their lives ; others are forced to continue here till they 
have wherewith to pay their debts which they have contracted in 
their exile> and to transport themselves and their families into their 
own country. Besides, the going over of such as are not capable 
of bearing arms, in any great numbers, before Ireland be reduced 
to a better condition, would, in all probability, be a great hindrance 
to that design, on the success of which, under God, depend the 
peace and settlement of these kingdoms ; on all which considerations 
we heartily recommend this good work to you, earnestly entreating 
you to be very zealous in exciting your people to this charity, and 
to be speedy in the collecting and returning of it, a considerable 
sum of money being aheady borrowed to supply their present 
necessities. 

*< And we think fit to acquaint you, that for the public satisfaction 
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there will be printed and poblished an eiact account of the monies 
that are and shall be gathered in evetj archdeaconry, and every 
pariah there ; together with an account of the distribution of all 
the monies receired on this and the former brief, attested by the 
commissioners therein mentioned. 

*« We are your loving firiendsi 

«H. London, N. Cbstbibns, 
W. Asaph, £• WiaosNiBlts. 
H. Bangob, 

It was truly stated in this episcopal letter to the 
clergy of England that the Protestants in exUe there 
could not» without peril to their lives^ return to Ireland 
at this time, and Dublin was one of the most dangerous 
places in it for any but members of the Romish church 
to appear. 

The French fleet, consisting of about forty men of 
war, and sixty tenders and other vessels, came into Cork 
harbour about the 12th of March, with about five 
thousand soldiers, for which as many Irish, including 
some Protestants who were pressed into a service odious 
to them, were sent back in the same vessels. These 
foreign troops were not well landed when some pestilent 
distemper carried off above five hundred of them. 
They had been promised great matters before they left 
France, of which, after their landing in Ireland, they 
was but small appearance ; and being deeply irritated at 
the disappointment were ready to revenge themselves, 
and satisfy their cupidity by all manner of violence and 
fraud which they could find opportunities of practising. 
About three months* pay had been sent with them^om 
France, the gold and silver of which it consisted were 
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both of them of very coarse adulterated metal, and one 
third part less in their intrinsic value than the same kind 
of money passed for before that time in Ireland* 

Three battalions of them marched towards Dublin 
in the latter end of April, and arriyed there in the be- 
^nnii^ of May, a» General Lau2tm'iei^ guards, King 
James baring promised the Eii^ of Fnmce that the 
officer and his army should have possession of the city 
of Dublin. Accordingly on the third of May, Lauzun 
sent to governor Luttrell for the keys of the castle and 
the city. Luttrell answered that he would first consult 
the king, and he promptly went to that unhappy prmce 
with the lord mayor and aldermen, who addressed hi» 
fallen majesty, telling him that they had hitherto ven* 
tured their lives and fortunes in Ills defence, and there* 
ibre hoped he would stiU confide in them to govern 
Dublin, and not make them abj^ect subjects of the king 
of France. He replied that he had passed his word to 
his brother Louis that Lauzun riiould have the govern- 
ment of Dublin, and could not recede firom it. 

The keys of the city were then given up, but the 
French would not mount guard till they got the keys 
of the castle also, which being complied with, they 
possessed themselves both of the city and the castle, 
swearing that ** they had no king but louis," nor 
would they obey any other but him, and under him 
General Lauzim. 

From this time forward they grewso rude and insolent, 
not only to the Protestant inhabitants, but to those of 
their own religion, that the latter grew melancholy and 
dejected, frequently complaining to King James, who 
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had no power to help himself or them, having, by his 
mean and abject spirit, truckled his authority, and sink- 
ing to be a vassal of France, contenting himself to be 
fi nominal king. 

. The better and more considerate portion of the 
Romish citizens were so sensible of |iis degradation, and 
their own through his weakness, and foreseeing, per- 
haps, a sudden change in the government, could never 
after this day be persuaded to take on them any o£Sce or 
employment under the ruined James, not even that of a 
constable, but resolved on the first safe opportunity to 
throw themselves, as they afterwards did, on the mercy 
of King William. 

The lower sort, however, although they resented the 
insolence of the French as much as they dared to do, 
were resolved, rather than gratify the Protestants, or 
give them advantage by their discontents, to bear as long 
as they could the injuries and insults daily heaped on 
them by the French soldiers whom they flattered and 
caressed, although daily taunted by them as cowards, 
who had been defeated at Derry by a priest, meaning 
the renowned governor Walker, who had previously 
been rector of a parish in the county of Tyrone. 

There were at this time, in Dublin, exclusive of 
women, children, and infirm or aged persons, above ten 
thousand Protestants able to bear arms, and the weak 
and wicked garrison stood as it were upon a mine which 
might explode to their destruction on the slightest 
occasion, yet so difficult is it for any number of men, 
though ever so well inclined, to oppose, with prospect 
of success, a settled government and organized army, 
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however contemptible, that this multitude were at this 
time in absolute want of the necessaries of life, because 
the French, unlike the Irish soldiers who preceded them 
in the garrison, would not sell at any price bread 
or any other food. These French soldiers, like those of 
their countrymen who had been there before them since 
James's arrival, were particularly malicious towards the 
Protestant clergy whom they met in the city, threaten- 
ing them in the most violent manner, so that they held 
frequent consultations how to secure themselves from 
these foreign vultures. It was proposed to seciure them- 
selves from violence in the streets by not continuing to 
wear their gowns as they had been in the habit of doing, 
but disguise themselves in firize coats ; but this motion 
was rejected by the majority of them, who depended on 
the protection of that great being who stills the storm, 
and restrains the raging of the ocean, and who was at 
this moment rapidly accelerating the deliverance of his 
people from worse than Egyptian bondage. 

Count Lauzun's French guards had not been a week 
in Dublin when they murdered two or three Protestant 
clothiers in that part of the Earl of Meath's Liberty 
called the Coombe, because the unfortunate men would 
not suffer their wives to be treated as common prosti- 
tutes. They shot them, and no more notice was taken 
of the inhuman act than if these ruffians had killed 
dogs. About the same time some of them seized a 
young woman who came with her father to the market, 
and violated her person in the open street at noon-day. 

It is time now to revert to the aSeiis of Ulster, after 
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hAvittg giren an aoconnt of the state of the rest of 
Ireland, for eight months alter the relief of London- 
derry. Sligo had Men mto Sarsfield's hands by the 
treachery of Lundy, governor of Londonderry, when 
the siege of that dty commenced. Lord Kingston, with 
a small but resdute and [well equipped body of men, 
had been in possession of that town, which being situ- 
ated in a plentiful part of the province of Connaught, 
and the most Protestant part of it, was a position which 
nnght be maintuned with little difficulty and great ad- 
vantage to the Protestant cause* 

Lundy wrote to Lord Kingston saying, that the blood 
c^ the Protestants likely to perish for want of succour 
in Derry would be on his head if he did not quit SHgo 
and go to their assbtance : he did so, but at Bally- 
shannon received a letter from Lundy, desiring him to 
remain there, as there was no accommodation for him 
or his men in Derry. The deluded nobleman, after 
riding twenty miles that night to make way for his army 
to proceed, found all passages to Derry stopped, and 
when he got back to Ballyshannon frustrated, he received 
an account that Sligo was in possession of the enemy—- 
WaOcer, p. 59- 

' Lord Eangston was prevailed on to go to England to 
solicit relief fVom thence, and his men took shelter in 
Enniskillen* 

After the Enniskilleners had retured to their town 
from the scene of their victory over the Irish army at 
Lisnaskea and in the rich]valley between that place and 
MaguireVbridge, they determined to march towards 
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BAHyshatmon, near which town^ at Bundroose, Sars- 
field and his anny were preparing to move into the 
county of Fermanagh. 

Before the men of Enniskillen had gone half-way^ 
they met an express sent to them firom BaHyshannon, 
acquainting them that Saisfield, having had an account 
of the defeat of Lord MountcasheFs army, had raised 
his camp and retreated to SUgo, and also informing 
them that the arms and ammunition which had been 
sent for them fVom Londonderry, by Mqor General 
Kirk, had been landed at BaUyshannon. Upon this^ 
Colonel Wolseley s^t Colonel Tiffiui, and his Lieu* 
tenant, Colonel Gore, to BaUyshannon, with three 
tto&ps of horse, to secure die arms and ammunition, 
afld send them to Enniskillen, and also to stay at Bally- 
shannon to secure that town^ in case Sarsfield should 
return with his army to besiege it. Having done so, 
the rest of the army returned to Enniskillen, resolving 
to go and meet the Duke of Berwick ; but hearing of 
the relief of Londonderry on Sunday morning the 4th of 
August, the news being three days on its way, and that 
the discomfited anny, Irish and French, had passed 
through Omagh, Lieutenant Charleton was sent with 
a troop of horse to follow them on their march towards 
Charlemont* If, instead of moving towards BaUyshan- 
non they had marched direct for Londonderry on their 
victory at Lisnaskea, they might have met the retreat- 
ing army in Tyrone, and driven them back towards 
Derry in irretrievable confusion, but Sarsfield's position 
near BaUyshannon alarmed them for the safety of Ennis- 
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killen, 80 that tke course they took was the more 
judicious one. 

Charleton and his troop returned in three days to 
Enniskillen, bringing an account that he had seen the 
rear of the Irish army pass by Castle Caulfield within 
three miles of Dungannon, and so it was useless to 
pursue them, and they arrived without molestation at 
Charlemont fort. The Enniskilleners having made their 
name a terror to the Irish, had only to rest and refresh 
themselves, and regiment their men according to the 
commissions which general Kirk had sent to them. — 
Hamilton's Actions of the Enniskilleners. 

The putting of French officers into commissions in 
the Irish regiments and over the heads of those who 
had raised the men, had, by this time, greatly i^gra- 
vated the discontents of James's adherents in Ireland, 
who began to perceive that the object of the French 
was to dbhonour and enslave tliem : several of ,the 
private soldiers were so much offended at the usage the 
officers who had enlisted them received, that they 
deserted. 

On the other hand, several Protestant gentlemen in 
Ulster who had commissions from King William be- 
haved very ill ; and besides those who, from cunning 
or cowardice, had fled from Derry at the commence- 
ment of the siege, there were others who forsook the 
men whom they had encouraged to take arms, and ran 
away with their commissions to England, or went to 
Dublin for protection from King James. But the men 
whom they had raised, and who had been formed into 
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troops, held together through the whole of this memor* 
able contest, and choosmg o£Scers for themselves instead 
of those who had forsaken them remained in their honor- 
able post in Londonderry, Enniskillen, Sligo, Cavan, and 
other places, where they kept their numerous but less 
resolute enemies in a state which incapacitated them 
doing nmch mischief." — Letter from DubUny in 1689* 

In this year a short view of the methods made use of 
for the subversion and destruction of the Protestant 
religion and interest in Ireland at this time was pub- 
lished in London. The following extracts from it will 
be found interesting : 

'< In respect to this unhappy island of Ireland, it has 
been a common and true observation, ^ that once at 
least in every forty years, there breaks out in it some 
cruel and bloody rebellion in the subversion of all law 
and government, the confbsion of settlement, and the 
rain of many thousands of its inhabitants.' Forty years 
before this time the island was depopulated by a massa- 
cre of the British occupiers, and a civil war, with the 
famine and pestilence which followed it, so that before 
the kingdom was re-settled, in 1660, by the restoration, 
Ireland was brought to desolation, and exhibited 
throughout the whole extent of it, visible marks of the di- 
vine anger at the crimes which had been committed in it. 
" The long peace it enjoyed during the reign of 
Charles the Second, was actively employed by the Pro- 
testants, who, encouraged by the security which the act 
of settlement afforded to their property, were, during 
the whole of ity improving the lands in all directions, 
and re-edifying buildings which bad been destroyed 
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m the civil war. The Lrishi on the contrary^ con* 
tributed, as usual, little to the improvement of the 
country, and their duef men and Romish priests were 
deq)ly and keenly occupied in secret consultations and 
intrigues with their friends about court for the restora<» 
tion of their lost ascendancy in Ireland ; of these a foil 
and impartial account was published in a quarto volume 
of 144 pages, printed in London in 1689> and contain- 
ing rare and valuable matenab for the hisU^ of Ireland 
from the restoration of 1666 to the revolution c^ 1688* 
The natural fertility of the island, the recruits of men firom 
£ngland, Scotland, and Wales, and the return of many 
natives who had fled to France, Spain, and Italy, during 
Cromwell's usurpation, contributed, with a plentiful 
supply of com and other provisions, to restore the 
country to prosperity. 

^ In fact Ireland wis, during the reign of CSiarles the 
Second, and particukriy towards the end of it, one of 
the most populous and plentiful islands in the world ; 
both the view and the smell of it were like those of a 
field which the Lord had blessed. The Protestant 
religion began to flourish diere in a high d^;ree, par- 
ticularly that of the Church of England. Learning was 
advanced to such a pitch as had never been known 
here in any age, and as to laws and government, all 
ofiices were managed with equal justice towards all 
men— none could complain of an unequal distribution 
of it. The country, in every respect, was progressively 
improving. The cities and towns greatly enlarged; 
much land which had long been waste, was enclosed, 
and, in most places, adorned with ^lendid or comfort- 
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able habkatioQs. Trade flourished exceedingly $ the 
riches of the west of Europe seemed to be flowing 
towards this country ; the plenty of every necessary 
and comfort of life was incredible-^tbe genial pros- 
perity quite obvious. As yet things were hut in their 
growth toward perfection* 

^'JBut in the height of this prosperity the scene 
suddenly changed, and^ on the accession of James the 
Second, it became one of rapidly progressing misery, 
from Ihe machinations of that power which exalts 
itself against God, and has uniformly proved itself to 
be equally ruinous to the temporal and spiritual welfiure 
of mankind.'^ 

Among the a^ocities of the Irish rabble at this 
calamiUHjis time, U^ere are a few recorded in this inte- 
resting volume, which was written by a clergyman who 
fled from Ireland in 16S9, and published it in London 
in the foliowu^ year, which it m^ not be irrelevant to 
mention before the narratiye of the miHtary proceed- 
iflgs diall be reverted to. One Major Haggarty had 
made a barrack of the cfaurdi of Headfort, in the 
ccHmty of Cialway^ His soldiers had seized a flock of 
sheep belon^g to a Protestant named Gibbs in that 
neighbourboodf and brought them for security into a 
field adjoining the diurcb^yard, using them as they had 
occasion ; they amused themselves in the slaughter of 
each sheep, by bringing the animal into the church to be 
tried and condemned to death*-4he pulpit served for 
the fvrisoner's dock, and part of the force was to torture 
the sheep till a ory of anguiish was elicited, when it 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



72 HISTOET OF IRELAND, FROM RELIEF OF DERBY 

was dragged to the communion table and butdiered 
on it. — Page 19- 

King James set the example of hatred to Protestants, 
which his savage adherents readily followed, and he 
omitted no opportmiity of using acrimonious language 
towards them. He had, in the spring of 1689, but two 
considerable Protestant gentlemen in his army-— Sir 
Thomas Newcomen and Colonel Russel ; these he 
disbanded, though he could object nothing against them 
but their religion. He declared to Sarsfield, who had 
asked commissions for two Protestant relatives of his, 
and who offered to be bound for their fidelity, that he 
would trust no Protestant ; and he was heard to say, as 
he was coming out from his mass-house, that a Protes* 
tant stunk in his nostrils. It may readily be imagined 
what effect such conduct and language had on the lower 
orders around this unhappy prince, particularly on a 
bigoted and licentious soldiery in a crowded city, 
where they behaved in a most barbarous manner to the 
very last day that they continued in it. It was but an 
ordinary occurrence with them to take away the very 
meat that the poor Protestants had provided for their 
fiunilies, without payment or thanks; nor could any 
person but a member of the church oi Rome be out 
of his house after sun-set, without danger of his life. 

One Power, who had been bred a Protestant but 
turned Papist, coming to his door in Dublin, a little 
before nightfall, was stopped by two soldiers, who called 
him a heretical dog, and demanded his mmiey ; he made 
some opposition, on which he was shot through the body 
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with a pistol, and fell dead at his own door. About the 
same time, a gentleman walking on a bowling-green in 
the city, was stabbed by some soldiers, and a poor 
waiter, who served in an ale-house, standing one even- 
ing on the Wood-quay, near where he lived, was, without 
having given the slightest provocation, thrown by some 
dragoons into the river, where he was drowned. These 
outrages were made a jest of^ and none of the perpe- 
trators of them noticed. There were in Limerick, in 
the winter of 1689 and the spring of 1690, above eight 
hundred Protestants of the city and adjacent country 
in the common gaol. Some of them were tortured, to 
make them confess where they had hidden their money 
or their plate. The Irish placed several of them on 
horseback, blindfolded, and with weights fastened to 
their feet, and so led them backwards and forwards 
through the streets, till they extorted what they wished 
to know from them. 

The Protestant gentlemen had by this time been 
almost all put out of their houses and estates, throughout 
three of the four provinces, and, except those in arms, 
few were safe from molestation even in the fourth, the 
comparatively happy province of Ulster. Their respect- 
able tenants were suffering in the same way, so that 
neither one nor the other, landlord or land occupier, 
had now whereupon to lay their heads : exposed to cold 
and hunger — exposed to the derision of their malicious 
enemies, they were in a condition scarcely paralleled 
for hopeless misery. Some months before, they had 
been in as bad a state as they thought they could be— - 
they then lay down in fewcy and rose in sorrow — ^but 

E 
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DOW they were far worse ; tbey retired each night to 
rest in sorrow, and arose in sorrow next moming^-^ 
Ibid, page 30. 

The 7th of August, being that day week that 
McCarthy had been routed by the men of Enniskillen, 
they observed it as a day of thanksgiving for the great 
victory which God had given them over their enemies, 
and for the rest which they were then enjoying after fresh 
alarms and severe fatigue* On the same day the Rev. 
Andrew Hamilton, rector of Kelskerry, in the diocese 
of Clogher, was sent by the officers at Enniskillen to 
Derry, for the purpose of congratulating Major-general 
Kirk on the recent relief of that city. Kirk received 
him very favourably, and sent him back to Enniskillen 
with orders to Colcmel Woolseley to send him five hun- 
dred horse and two hundred dragoons, that he might 
inarch the Infantry he had with him towards Coleraine, 
and so, through the coimty of Antrim, to Duke Schom- 
berg, who he had heard was on the passage between 
Chester and Belfast Lough with his army, if not already 
arrived. He also ordered the Enniskilleners to bring 
with them two hundred of the common prisoners, to 
kelp to empty the store-ships at Derry, and to cleanse 
the town, which was in a most wretched state, from an 
accumulation of rubbish and filth of all sorts, which 
bad been collected during the siege, and from the state 
of the church-yard and other places used as burial- 
places for the last four months. There were but two 
places of burial within tlie walls — that round the cathe- 
dral, and in a small space not far from it, on which the 
present chapel-of^^ase w^ afterwards built. Nine 
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thousand corpses were interred within the walls between 
flie 18th of April and the first of August in these 
receptacles for the dead ; bdng filled to overflowing, 
there was a want of earth or any other materials to 
cover the putrefying bodies, and the shells aimed at 
the living frequently fell among the dead, and made 
hideous exhumations of lately-buried bodies. In this 
sad state, the practice of burial in the back yards 
became unavoidable, and it was, as might be expected 
from the feelings of human nature, continued afler the 
necessity for it ceased — many desiring that their earthly 
remains should be deposited with those they loved and 
lost during this dreadful siege ; and the mortality afler 
the relief of the city, as might be expected, was very 
considerable. On the 9th of September, Colonel 
Thomas Lance died; on the 14th, Colonel Thomas 
White died, and his regiment was given to Governor 
Walker ; on the 18th of the same month. Colonel 
Samuel Norman died, among many others, in the course 
of the autumn, bent under the fatigues and privations 
which they had recently endured — Parish Registry of 
Templemore. 

It was very remarkable that not more than eighty of 
the defenders of Londonderry in this siege were killed 
in battle, or by the shells thrown into the city, but the 
loss by famine and disease amounted to the number of 
nine thousand, above mentioned ; and it is a singular 
coincidence, that this was nearly the amount of the 
besiegers who perished by the sword and by disease 
around these sacred walls. 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



76 HISTOBT OF IRELAKDy FBOM BELIEF OF DEBBT 

The overseers appointed for this purpose, Messrs. 
Robert Sherrard and John Graham, were ordered at 
this time to have the rubbish — ^and there was plenty of 
it from the ruins of the town-hall, and other houses 
which had been destroyed by the shells — ^to cover the 
naked remains of the bodies which had been heaped 
up together in the church-yards. The bodies interred 
in the back yards and other places were suffered to 
remain where they had been deposited; but strict orders 
were issued to prevent a practice which had commenced, 
and would have converted the city into a charnel-house, 
. namely, interring the bodies of the citizens along with 
their friends who had perished in the siege. — Old Der- 
riana, page 189; printed and published hy George 
Douglas, in 1794. 

They were required to make strict inquiry for all 
such persons who had of late buried any corpses in a 
garden or back yard within the city, and to give due 
notice thereof to the mayor and governor, that they 
might be compelled to a due conipliance with the orders 
issued. — Ibid. 

Cavalry was much wanted at Londonderry at this 
time, and the garrison was so sickly that they were not 
able to do^ny thing towards the emptying of the ships 
on the day after the relief of the city; the want of 
cavalry proved to be a dreadful loss to the surrounding* 
country ; an application was made to General Kirk to 
allow two or three detachments irom the troops in the 
city, and proceed into' the neighbouring districts and 
secure a great quantity of cattle, and other substance, 
likely to be lost in the confusion by their rightful owners. 
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This proposal was unfortunately, perhaps unavoidably, 
rejected, and the consequence was, that in a few days 
afterwards, the rapparees, who had been busy here as 
well as elsewhere, remained straggling through the 
country after the retreat of the Irish and French army, 
and they burned Newtownlimavady and several gentle- 
men's houses in the coimty of Londonderry. 

In the mean time Governor Walker, who had been 
sent fi-om Derry with an address to King William and 
Queen Mary, proceeded on his way through Scotland 
to London. He had obtained his education in the 
college of Glasgow, and there he was received with the 
greatest distinction ; he thence proceeded to Edinburgh, 
where a body of the Presbyterians waited upon him at 
his lodgings in Doctor Hamilton's house, and presented 
him with the following document from the authorities 
of the city, part of which was written in letters of gold, 
inquiring of him at the same time the condition of their 
persecuted brethren in Ireland, of which he gave them 
an affecting account :-* 

« Edinburgh, August 14, 1689. 

« The which day, in the presence of the Right Honourable Sir 
John Hall, of Douglas, Knight and Baronet, Lord Provost of the 
city of Edinburgh ; Charles Chartres, James M'Large, Andrew 
Bruce, and John Robertson, Bailifis ; Thomas Crawford, Dean 
of Guild and Guild's Counsel — Colonel George Walker, compeer 
Governor of Derry, is made Bubgebs of this city in the most 
ample form. 

« Extracted from the new-locked book of the city of Edinburgh, 
by me, « Eneas M<Cleod, Clerk thereof. 

« For Colonel George Walker, 
Governor of Derry, Burgess 
and Guild Brother of the city 
of Edinburgh.*' 
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He then proceeded towards London, and while he 
was on his journey King William wrote a letter to him 
and his fellow-governor, Michelburn, signifying the just 
sense that prince had of the service rendered by them 
to the cause of true religion, by the heroic defence of 
the city of Londonderry, and acknowledging that it 
then lay on his part to make such retribution to them, 
as commanders-in-chief, and to others who had signa- 
lized themselves by their loyalty, courage, and patience 
in this time of trial ; that all his subjects being encou- 
raged by the example, might be stirred up to the 
imitation of it, in the like hazardous but honourable 
enterprises. He desired them to rely upon his royal 
favour towards themselves, and also that in his name 
they would assure the officers, soldiers, and inhabitants 
of the city of Londondeiry, that he would take 6tting 
occasion to recompense their sufferings and their ser- 
vices in his cause, so that neither they nor any of his 
loving subjects should ever have cause to repent of the 
faithful discharge of their duty. 

This was all fine talk — ^flowery language — but how this 
pledge was redeemed, appeared afterwards. In the 
mean time, after Walker's departure from Derry with 
the address to King William and Queen Mary — of i^hich 
a most unmerited compliment to .General Kirk formed 
the only objection — Kirk issued several proclamations ; 
one of these required that all persons not in arms should 
repair to their respective habitations — a command rea- 
sonable enough, had troops been allowed to protect the 
country from rapparees, and if they had been permitted 
to take their substance with them. A particular order. 
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hoverer, was neoessMry for the retnoval of their goods, 
by which means many who were compelled to remove 
from the city, were obliged to leave their beds and 
clothes behind them, so diat they returned to their 
plundered habitations, many of them far distant from 
Derry, but ill provided for the approaching winter ; and 
a considerable number of them, whose cattle had es- 
caped from the hands of the enemy, were now robbed 
of their stock, great droves of which were brought into 
the city. 

The men and officers were now drawn out to the 
field by regiments, and they went out the more cheer- 
fully because it had been reported that Kirk would 
have distributed two thousand pounds amongst them. 
In this, however, they were grievously disappointed, and 
many of the officers were doomed to be discarded, to 
make room fyr the General's £nglish favourites. 

The regioients of Michelbum and Croflon were 
united, and the latter officer reduced. The regiment 
of Hammill, of Lifibrd, was joined with Walker's, to 
the severe loss of Hammill, one of the most distinguished 
defenders of the city. He went to London to remon* 
atrate against this injustice, but the only satisfaction he 
got was a civil reception, manifested by the present of 
a gold-laced hat, which he ought to have thrown back 
as a fool's cap, wanting only bells and a tassel. 

But crowned heads cannot always afford to be gene- 
rous ; too many claimants cause a bankruptcy of a quality 
for which the great King William was as little distin- 
guished as Charles the Second. Witness the treatment 
he. gave Lord Dundee, who saved his life at the battle 
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of Seneffe, and who taught him to rq>ent of his ingra* 
titude afterwards. 

Walker fared better than, others, and the widow of 
Browning, who broke the boom, was rewarded for her 
gallant husband's services, by a pension and a gold 
chain. 

On Walker's approach to London he was met by Sir 
Robert Cotton, at Bamet, who took him into the city 
in his coach. The University of Cambridge, at the 
summer commencements, while King William was there, 
conferred on him the degree of Doctor of Divinity. On 
the 20th of this month he attended a meeting of the 
Irish Society, where he stated that most of the houses 
of Londonderry had been demolished by the enemy 
during the late siege, and pointed out the necessity of 
immediate assistance being given to the inhabitants to 
enable them to rebuild them ; whereupon the Society 
applied to the lord mayor of London, the aldermen and 
common council, to indace the twelve companies to 
advance one hundred pounds each, to be paid to the 
Society's treasurer, that thereby the Society might be 
enabled to send such immediate relief to Derry as 
might enable the city tenants to continue in their habi- 
tations until the return of the year should induce those 
who had abandoned the place to return and rebuild 
their houses. A committee was accordingly appointed 
for that purpose, which was afterwards effected. The 
required contributions were obtained, and carefully 
distributed among the sufferers. 

In the mean time Walker was preparing his '* True 
Account of the Siege of Londonderry," which was 
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aflerwards printed for him by Robert Clavel and Ralph 
Simpson, in St. Paul's Church-yard, London, with a 
map of the city and of the fort of Culmore, drawn by 
Captain M'Cullagh, who was in Derry during the siege. 
It consisted of forty-nine quarto pages, and in the 
ensuing year it elicited a Narrative of the Siege of 
Londonderry, to rectify the mistakes and to supply the 
omissions of Mr. Walker's account, by John Mackenzie, 
chaplain to a regiment in the city during the siege. 
This consisted of sixty-four closely printed pages, and 
several important records of transactions at Sligo and 
other places, during this interesting period, add much 
to its value. This was quickly followed by another 
publication, entitled, " Mr. John Mackenzie's Narrative 
of the Siege of Londonderry a false libel, by a friend 
to Dr. Walker in his absence. — R. Simpson, at the 
harp, in St. Paul's Church-yard." 

" Dr. Walker's venerable champion foiled, or an 
Appendix to Mackenzie's late narrative of the siege of 
Londonderry," then appeared, in thirteen quarto pages. 
Then came out, in this age of pamphleteering, " An 
apology for the failures charged on the Rev. Mr. George 
Walker's account of the late siege of Derry, in a letter 
to the undertaker of a more accurate narrative of 
that siege," twenty-seven quarto pages. Then came 
" Reflexions on a paper pretending to be an apology 
for the failures charged on Mr. Walker's account of the 
siege of Londonderry," thirteen pages — (Clavel and 
Simpson, London). This paper-war terminated by a 
very able vindication of the true account of the siege 
of Derry, by Mr. George Walker — thirty-three quarto 

E 2 
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pages — (Clavel, London). A preface from the pub- 
lisher exculpates the author from intentionally under- 
valuing the services of the PresbyterianB during the 
siege, or of having given an imperfect list of their 
ministers serving there; one of whom — Mackenzie, 
Walker's rival annalist — is reported to have brought 
two thousand men from Cookstown to defend the city. 
The whole controversy exhibits a sad picture of the 
feeling at that time existing between those whose duty 
and whose interest it was to hold together as Christian 
brethren against their common enemy ; but the honours 
Walker received in Glasgow and in Edinburgh proved 
that the leading Presbyterians of that part of the realm 
did not participate in these miserable prejudices, whose 
existence gratify only the enemies of the reformed 
faith. 

It appears from a passage in Walker's vindication of 
his work, that he had at that time no fewer than four sons 
in King William's service. Why he did not resign hitt 
Londonderry regiment to one of them, and why nowi 
of them were afterwards heard of as rising in the army, 
seems very unaccountable. The eldest of them, John 
Walker, presented a petition to the Irish House of 
Commons on the 29th of July, 1697, acknowledging 
King William's grace and £ivour to hb father, by giving 
him a gratuity, with an assurance of his majesty's friture 
grace and bounty to him and to his children. He stated 
on this occasion that a great part of the said gratuity 
had been expended in attending on his majesty, and 
prayed, that inasmuch as his father had lost his life in 
the king's service, and that a great part of the remainder 
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of tfie said gratuity Imd been paid by petitioner in 
defraying his father's debts, that house would make 
such provi6k>n fw him as in their wisdom they might 
think fit. 

The petition was read, and referred to a committee 
of twenty-two members of the house, <me of whom was 
David Caimes, Esq., the representative of the city of 
LondiHiderry, and its recorder. In consequence of their 
report upon it, John Walker obtained a pension on the 
Irish establishment to the amount of two hundred 
pounds a year, which he enjoyed until the 27th of Sq)* 
tember, 1717, when it was discontinued to be paid, and 
w«s struck off the pension Hst with that of Lord Athenry 
and others. — Common^ JoumdU. 

While Governor Walker was in London, Kirk lorded 
it with a high and severe hand in Derry. Monro was 
dismissed the service, and his regiment incorporated 
with that of Lance, who died in about a month after- 
wards. An attempt was made to get rid of the heroic 
Ifeirray in the same way, by adding his dragoons to 
another raiment, but almost to a man they indignantly 
reused to submit to the arrangement, and went (mt oi 
the city to their different habitations, with their car- 
bines and pntob, of which none dared to dqmve them« 
Kirk, however, seized their saddles, and robbed Murray 
of his favourite horse, which had carried him victo- 
riously in all l^ encounters with the enemy, through 
every vicnsitude of the siege. Th^e is no record of 
this injured haro's receiving any reward whatever for 
his eminent services ; one of the largest of the for- 
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feited estates would have been too small a recompense 
for them. 

Captain St. John was made colcmel of the regimaat 
which had belonged to Governor Baker, and to which 
Kirk had attempted to join Murray's. This being done 
the General apppii^ed new captains to most of the 
companies, for the purpose of making provision for 
many dependents who had«followed him from Ekigland: 
these officers had the nomination of their own subal- 
terns, so that almost all the (^cers who had served 
during the si^e, including many who had raised thar 
companies, were by this Qruel proceeding put out of 
them, in which their services had highly distinguished 
them. 

One of the captains complained of the hardship im- 
posed on him and Others, who were compelled to give 
up, each of them, fifteen men from his company to 
make up a deficiency in the companies of the new 
officers, who had not the means of recruiting them. 
Kirk resented this so highly, that he threatened to ha^g 
the officer on a gallows which he had just ordered to be 
erected outside of the ravelin. 

Orders were also given to the sentries at the gates 
that no person should be allowed to pass out of them 
with arms, and some who were passing out when the 
orders came, were disarmed in consequence of it. 

This treatment appeared harsh to the defi^ders of 
Londonderry, who could not conceive on what grounds 
they could be deprived of those arms which they had 
so lately used in a vigorous and successful defence of 
their city. 
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The weak and sickly soldiers had no allowance from 
the public stores, which were shut up by Kirk's order 
immediately after his arrival from the island of Inch, 
lliey were consequently obliged to leave the city and 
beg their bread as well as their weakness would permit 
them to do so in an exhausted country, during one of 
the wettest seasons that had occurred for many years. 
A great proportion of them perished by hunger and 
disease. The newly re-modelled regiments which 
remained in Londonderry were so straitened for means 
of subsistence, that it was with difficulty they could be 
maintained, and this may account for Kirk's putting the 
siek and infirm out of the garrison. The Enniskilleners, 
who had lately arrived there, were put upon short 
allowance, their heavy horsemen being paid but nine 
pence, and their dragoons only six pence a day. As 
to the regiments of foot, the colonels' daily pay was five 
shillings, lieutenant-colonels', three, captains', two, lieu- 
tenants', one shilling, and ensigns' eight pence ; sergeants', 
Oirporals', drummers', and private men's, two pence with 
bread, and three pence without it. The Enniskillen 
infantry had the same allowance, and their horsemen 
only nine pence a day for every private trooper — many 
of them gentlemen — and six pence a day for each of 
the dragoons or light horsemen. 

But however ill they were used by General Kirk, 
they still had a deep sense of King William's care and 
concern fi^r their preservation ; and the honourable 
character that prince gave of them and their services, 
in his royal letter to them, was, of itself— although Kirk 
had so villanously used them-* thought a valuable 
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reward, and received by them with the highest gratifi- 
cation which subjects could receive from a prince who 
had the entire sovereignty of their hearts. — Machenssidn 
NarrcUive of the Siege of Londonderry . London^ 1690. 

The Derrymen, however, were rash in their acknow- 
ledgments to Kirk, for what they erroneously termed 
the indefatigable care of this scorpion in his tardy 
relief of them, and they i^ould rather have made it a 
prominent part of their address to the king to be 
relieved from his presence, which soon became more 
oppressive to them and the Protestants of the surround- 
ing districts. 

Great droves of their cattle, and those of the Irish, 
were now brought into Derry, upon the pretence of 
their being all belonging to the enemy $ and so few of 
the Protestants could recover their own, that many 
were thus deprived of the means whereby to naaintain 
their distressed families. — Ibid, page 46. 

On the seventeenth of August, Major-Creneral Kirk 
ordered the horse to march from Londonderry towards 
Colendne, but to halt at Newtownlimavady, half way 
between these towns, until he should arrive there with 
the infantry and dragoons. But news arriving at Cole- 
raine.that the Enniskillen horse had joined witli him, 
and were, with all the force in Derry, on their march 
towards that town, the garrison deserted the place and 
fled towards Charlemont. Notice of this being sent to 
Kirk, the messenger met the Enniskillen horse at New- 
townlimavady, who immediately marched forward, and 
came, without opposition, to Coleraine, and on the 
next day when he arrived there he was received most 
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joyfully, and then the whole body of Enniskilleners 
and Derrymen marched with him to Carrickfergus. — 
Hamilton's Actions of the Enniskillen meuy page 48. 
London^ 1690. 

In the mean time Colonel Tiffan having sent to the 
Enniskillen men the arms and ammunition ordered for 
them by General Kirk, seeing no sign 6f Sarsfteld's 
return to besiege Ballyshannon, ordered Lieutenant- 
Colonel Gore to take three troops of horse and one 
hundred and fifty foot with him, to go as near to Sligo 
as he could do with safety, and to bring him intelli- 
gence of the condition of Sarsfield's army, what was 
their number, how they were posted, and if he might 
be able, with any hope of success, to attack them. 

He had, in the several garrisons in and about Bally- 
shannon, about one thousand men, foot and horse, and 
was resolved to try what he could do ; and if those he 
had with him should appear too weak for the purpose, 
to send to Enniskillen for the rest of their men, for he 
did not think it right to suffier an enemy to be unmo- 
lested so near his quarters. Gore, according to Tifian's 
orders, took three troops of horse, and an hundred and 
fifty foot, and with them marched towards Sligo. When 
he arrived within six or seven miles of that town, some 
of his party took an Irishman prisoner, and brought 
him before the Colonel, who recognized him to be a 
foster-brother of his own — that is, a son of his nurse, 
which is recognized as a relationship nearly fraternal. 
Gore threatened to hang this fellow for having deserted 
from him since the troubles began, and joined the Irish 
army. He, finding his life to be at stake, begged 
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earnestly to be spared, assuring the Colonel that if he 
would receive him into his service again, he would be 
faithful to him for the time to come. Gore, after some 
hesitation, pretended to be overcome by the fair pro- 
mises of this man, and the intercession of some gentle- 
men who were with him, and consented to spare his 
life, and, as a trial of his fidelity, employed him to go 
to Sarsfield's camp on a service which, if he performed 
it faithfully, would induce him to take him again into his 
service. The foster-brother undertook to observe 
Colonel Gore's orders, who desired him to go to Sars- 
field's army, and privately to acquaint five or six officers 
there, whom he named and said he had a particular 
regard for, that all the army of Enniskillen and Lon- 
donderry, and the English troops that had arrived under 
General Kirk, were on their march towards Sligo — ^that 
they amounted to twenty thousand men, and would be 
there next day, and that Colonel Gore with the men 
under his command being only the forlorn hope of this 
great army, had been sent before it to clear the way ; 
that the Colonel therefore desired that those friends of 
his should provide for their own safety, but charged 
him not to communicate the intelligence to the rest of 
Sarsfield's army. He was then sent forward, while 
Gore and the party with him marched slowly on their 
way towards Sligo. 

All the country about Sligo was inhabited by Irish- 
men, and as soon as Gore's foster-brother met any of 
them, he told them that the Enniskilleners and Derry- 
men, with a strong English army, were on their march 
to Sligo, giving an exaggerated account of their number, 
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and their fury against his countrymen. The story 
going from one to another, and gaining credit as it pro- 
ceeded, set all the Irish running, they being of all 
others most susceptible of panic. They fled with their 
families and whatever else they could remove towards 
the county of Roscommon, or to Galway, or Mayo. 
The alarmer went on to Sligo, telling every one he 
met what Colonel Gore had ordered him to communi- 
cate only to his few favourite officers, assuring them 
that that officer would be with them in a few hours, 
and that the whole of the English army was following 
quickly after him. This was soon reported through the 
whole town and camp, and everyone began to think of his 
own safety, and of the packing up of whatever he might 
most easily carry oflP with him ; so they all were soon 
on the way from the camp for Athlone, or whatever 
other place by which they might hope to escape. 
This coming to Sarsfield's ears, he sent to know the 
reason of the alarm and tumult. The messenger of ill 
news was brought before him, who named the gentle- 
men to whom he had been entrusted to convey this in- 
telligence. They happened to be present, and were 
satisfied of the truth of what he said. Sarsfield, credu- 
lous enough himself, (as appeared in the preceding year 
at Wineanton in England, where he suffered seventy 
horse and fifty dragoons to be terrified by twenty- 
five men, and repulsed from that town — the first 
c^eck which the falling king experienced) — after 
ordering the drums to be beaten in vain, was utterly 
forsaken, while he and his servants were left to break 
the carriages of his cannon. He then went after his 
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flying troops towards Athlone, leaving his post before 
he saw an enemy approaching to it* He was a man, as 
recorded in the Duke of Berwick's Memoirs, of high 
stature, athletic body, and sufficient personal courage, 
but of great stupidity, and celebrated in the course 
of this war only by his success in blowing up a train of 
artillery, which King William's army was, in the suc- 
ceeding year, to have brought to the siege of Limerick* 

In a few hours afler Sligo was thus abandoned, 
Colonel Gore arrived there with his three troops of 
horse, and three hundred and fifty foot ; entered the 
town ; got fourteen pieces of cannon and a mortar 
piece, with the whole of the provisions that belonged 
to the Irish army, and every thing else they had left 
behind them in their fright. 

The county of Antrim, through which Kirk's army 
was now marching towards Carrickfergus, had been in 
the mean while organized into a strong association, 
similar to that of the Orangemen formed in the year 
1795, on the prospect of the rebellion which ensued in 
three year afterwards. They declared that " though they 
would admit none but Protestants into their association^ 
they wotdd protect all loyal and peaceable men^ and 
had no doubt of their being joined by all who valued 
the laws, the liberty, and the religion of the reahn." 
They appointed the Earl of Mount- Alexander and the 
Honourable Clotworthy Skeffington their commanders, 
and bound themselves by a solemn declaration to serve 
under them, or either of them, in such manner, place, 
or station, as they, or either of them, should in their 
discretion direct. Their declaration was published 
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wtt^ the signatures of Lord Massareen and twenty of 
the gentlemen of that county. 

On the 13th of this month Duke Schomberg ar- 
rived at Groomsport, m the county of Down, , with 
ninety vessels of various sizes, carrying ten thousand 
horse and foot. He met with no opposition, and his 
first care was to send out parties to scour thb adjacent 
country, and get intelligence of the enemy. He then 
proceeded to Bel&st, which the Irish army, retreating 
to Carrickfergus, had abandoned. At Belfast he was 
reinforced by many who had not before this time dared to 
join the standard of King William. He then detached five 
regiments of foot and a party of ho^se, with some 
pieces of cannon and mortars, to besiege Carrickfergus, 
which was garrisoned by two regiments of foot, com- 
manded by Colonel Charles Mac Carthy, the governor 
being Owen Mac Carthy More. 

Carrickfergus, an old but strong castle, was at that 
time encompassed by a wall and fosse, defended by bas- 
tions, but without any covered way. The wall was 
very high, and fortified by two round towers at the 
land entrance, which served to defend the gate, but 
the works wanted flankers, the contrivers of them 
having only followed the windings of the rock, which 
were precipices over the sea, nearly forty feet high on 
the water side, but only twenty towards the land. 

King James had an army much superior to that of 
Schomberg, which he might have marched to the 
relief of Carrickfergus, and so given an effectual resis- 
tance to the first and tardy effort from England to com- 
plete his ruin ; but he omitted to do so — Quern Deus 
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vuU perdere prius dementat ; he was under the uncon- 
trollable influence of narrow-sighted foreign bigots 
and a stupid crowd of Irish priests. On the approach 
of the few regiments now sent against this strong place^ 
the enemy beat a parley, when they might have stood 
to their guns, but the besieging general not allowing 
their demands, ordered the town and castle to be 
attacked. 

On the twenty-second of this month (August), the 
trenches were opened, some batteries erected, and the 
siege commenced, while six ships battered the castle 
from sea. Encumbered with women and children, and 
wanting the means of procrastinating its surrender, they 
proposed to capitulate, desiring only to be permitted to 
march out of the place with the usual ensigns of honour, 
a fiurour which ought not to have been granted to them, 
and was accordingly refused. The siege was then 
prosecuted with vigour imtil the twenty-sixth of this 
month, when considerable breaches having been made 
in the walls surrounding the castle, and all things being 
prepared for a general assault, the garrison accepted of 
the best conditions they could obtain, and were such as 
there was no necessity for granting them. Schom- 
berg's soldiers, and the Derrymen, and Enniskillenersi 
murmured at the Irish being most unnecessarily indulged 
by the permission to march away with their arms and 
baggage ; and such was the resentment of these Ulster- 
men, from the outrages they had suffered, and what their 
absent families might be expected to be liable to from 
these ruffians being set loose upon them with arms in 
their hands»that without regard to the plighted faith . 
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of their mistaken general, they fell furiously upon those 
who came armed out of the castle, and were restrained 
from putting them to death only by the interposition of 
their officers. — Impartial History. 

While Schomberg was besieging Carrickfergus, the 
Duke of Berwick was at Newry, to which he had been 
sent from Dublin by James with a thousand foot and 
six hundred horse and dragoons, and with orders to form 
a new army, that which had been brought to Derry 
having been reduced to nothing ; stationed there with 
the faint hope of being able to obstruct the cautious old 
general's approach towards the metropolis, which had 
been calculated as certain. Berwick, on being agreeably 
disappointed, expressed his obligations to Schomberg, 
observing that if he had marched forward promptly 
after the landing of his enemy, he would have gotten into 
Dublin before King James could be in a condition to 
oppose him. He then gave fresh orders for new works 
to be raised in Newry, reporting that he would defend 
that important pass to the last extremity. — The Duke of 
Berwick^ s Memoirs. 

MacPherson, in his history of Great Britain, vol. 1, 
p. 570, alleges, with what truth it is now difficult to 
ascertain, that on this occasion the besiegers disarmed 
and stripped the garrison without regard to rank or sex ; 
that women stark naked were whipped publicly through 
the lines ; and a journal of the transactions of these 
times, published soon after the war, alleges that though 
the articles granted to the garrison of Carnckfergus 
were signed by Duke Schomberg himself, they were 
barbarously violated. We find, however, on the 
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authority of Harris, in his History of King William, 
that the Duke used his utmost exertions to prevent these 
atrocious outrages, and had great difficulty in doing so 
from the violence, not of his soldiers, but of the Protes- 
tant inhabitants of the town and neighbourhood, whose 
injuries in having been plundered and stripped a short 
time before, had been but too fresh in their memory. 
The English army had but ten men killed at the siege 
of Carrickfergus ; and Captain Richards, an engineer 
officer, with an hundred and forty men, were wounded. 
The garrison lost about an equal number. 

The articles were scarcely agreed on, when Mac 
Oortymore, with unaccountable meanness, was in Duke 
Schomberg's kitchen among the servants. The Duke, 
on hearing from him that he was there, sent him word 
that if he had stayed, like a soldier, with his men, he 
would have invited him to dinner, but as he had pre- 
ferred eating with the servants in the kitchen, he might 
do so. — Harris. 

Schomberg should have inquired whether approach 
to the kitchen was, at that moment, easier to the unfor- 
tunate man than any other access to the house. 

Rapin, the author of the voluminous History of 
England, served as the captain of a company on this 
occasion, as he afterwards did at the siege of Limerick. 
Provisions, and particularly wine, were scarce at Carrick- 
fergus at this time, and one of the general officers going 
the rounds, to see all well at night, came to a tent 
where several officer^ and Rapin among them, were 
regaling themselves with great hilarity and some noise, 
on going in to them he was surprised, perhaps not agree- 
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ably, for be had himself but a scanty supply of food or 
wine for some time before, by discovering that their 
beverage was cold spring water, in flowing bumpers of 
which they were jovially toasting the Great King 
William and the Protestant Interest. — Preface to 
Rapines History. 

Schomberg ought to have proceeded rapidly to the 
metrq)olis after the surrender of Carrickfergus, in 
which case he might have put a prompt end to the 
contest with less loss than he afterwards sustained by 
his tardy policy, — ^but he was eighty years old, and he 
had a terror over him of being attacked in his rear, and 
of being cut off from the supplies, which it had been 
pre-arranged he should expect from Belfast, where, in 
an evil hour, a knavish, if not a treacherous commissary 
had been entrusted with ample means to supply the 
necessaries for his army. The commissary was a 
Papist. 

King James's army suffered perhaps equally by the 
necessity that existed of employing Protestant gun- 
smiths. This was quite obvious at the siege of Derry, 
and was matter of complaint in one of Rosen's des- 
patches to King James. 

When the unfortunate prince arrived in Dublin he set 
all the men that could be procured fit for the task to 
make arms for his troops, but he could not find one 
gunsmith who was not a Protestant, and none of them 
worked otherwise than unwillingly, and as inefficiently 
aa they could with safety, in the manufacture of weapons 
designed for their own destruction. Similar incon- 
venience wa3 soon to be felt from the employment of a 
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single member of the Church of Rome, one Shiells, 
as purveyor-general of Belfast for King William's 
army, to whom sixteen thousand pounds had been 
entrusted to enable him to provide necessaries for it. 
This man's disaffection or dishonesty, as appeared in 
the sequel, retarded Duke Schomberg's progress to 
Dublin, at a time when a panic universally prevailed 
among the Irish from the recent success of the men of 
Derry and the Enniskilleners, and the landing of the 
troops from England. 

The army of James at this time consisted of forty- 
four thousand five hundred and thirty-two men. During 
the siege of Carrickfergus the remainder of King Wil- 
liam's army embarked at Highlake, and soon joined his 
forces in Ulster. 

On the twenty-eighth of this month, Duke Schom- 
bergh returned to Belfast, where he was joined by his 
own regiment of horse, and on the last day of 
the same month, the army was found to consist of 
four thousand of horse, one of dragoons, and eighteen 
regiments of foot — the artillery horses having been 
almost all left in Chester. He was therefore obliged to 
send the greater part of his cannon by sea from Carrick- 
fergus to Carlingford, while he marched his army slowly 
through the country. Dundee would not have done so 
even in similar circumstances — Sed tarda est senectw, 
and the Fabian Schomberg was the soldier of an anti- 
quated school. — ^'Cunctando vincere sperenSfSedfnutraJ* 
He now pitched his camp at Dromore, an episcopal 
town, where General Hamilton had, in the spring of this 
year, routed the Protestant forces. — Harris. 
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Here he was supplied by a fresh body of EnniskiUeners, 
who, with those who had joined him at Belfast, formed 
the advanced guard of his army. The Irish now aban*- 
doned the country lying between Dromore and Armagh, 
taking their cattle and whatever they could bring with 
them, flying in a terrified and tumultuous manner, so 
that they would have operated in carrying dismay with 
them if they could have been thus driven through 
Newry, Dundalk, imd Drogheda to Dublm. The 
enemy, however, taking advantage of the dow move- 
ments of the English wrmy, against which the Eonis- 
killeners in vain protested, found time to bum Newry 
in their retreat, commanded by the Duke of Berwidc, 
one of whose parties set fire to Carlingford. Schom* 
berg, however, by threats of retaliation, obliged them 
to abandon Dundalk without injuring the town, and in 
this town, rather than in a low and marshy plain within 
a mile of it, thought to have formed his encampment, 
if he should have halted at all, which it was, as the event 
proved, more ruinous to his army than all he could have 
lost by a defeat, which it was very unlikely would be^ 
him. On one side of his sepulchral position were the 
mountains of Moume ; on the other, a river; and on the 
third, bogs and marshes.*— ^£^a9'^. 

The rainy season, which had set in diuing the siege 
of Derry, had continued with increased violence afier it; 
the roads, bad and narrow, and intersected by bogs, were 
all broken up, and the country was covered with water. 
As by a gross neglect of the purveyor^general, and 
other officers in the proper departments, asiute of horses 
had not been provided, so that, as already noticed, Une 
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cannon were obliged to be sent by sea from Carrick- 
fergus to Carlingford, where the enemy, that set fire to 
the town, might have prevented their being landed, or 
taken them, if they were, the men were obliged to drag 
the few cannon they had, with their carriages, through 
dirt and mire, by roads nearly impassable, carrying the 
smaller field pieces on their shoulders. There was, at 
the same time, from the neglect or design of the 
traitorous purveyor, a great scarcity of provisions and 
clothes, and even of medicines, which soon were much 
required, as might have been expected. The march of 
the army lying along the coast, they might have been 
regularly supplied from the sea if there had been no 
treachery at Belfast, where Shiels, the purveyor-general, 
had ample means of providing them; but the same 
neglect and peculation, which had intervened in other 
branches of the service, prevented this easy mode of 
supply. The country people fled at the approach of 
the English army, driving away their cattle, or leaving 
them slaughtered in heaps upon the roads, where they 
were frequently found in a state of putrefiiction. The 
corn, but newly cut down, lay rotting upon the ground. 
The English troops in Schomberg's army were of a 
description of men ill calculated to bear these hardships. 
The private soldiers had been but a short time be- 
fore recruited from the well-fed English peasantry, and 
the scene which now opened upon them, was but badly 
adapted to their habits of life. The officers were much 
in the same situation, young men, the sons of wealthy 
country gentlemen, to whom commissions had been 
given to attach their fiimilies to King William's govem- 
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ment. From continued fatigue and slender supplies a£ 
bad provisions arose diseases which soon began to spread 
from rank to rank, and confined the sufferers to damp 
beds, where they lay without medicipe or suitable care. 
The soldiers, goaded by want, and little restrained by 
their aged general, abandoned themselves to pillage on 
every side, and preyed without discrimination on 
friends and foes. — Moore^s Hutory of the British Revo*- 
lutioih London, 1817. 

The Protestants, who were thickly scattered in and 
about Newry and Dundalk, and who, with many others 
from parts of the country more distant, and who had 
approached an army of Englishmen sent for their deli- 
very by King William, bitterly complained that they 
were little less plundered and aggrieved by this army 
than they had been by the merciless French and Irish 
soldiers, under the command of De Rosen or Hamilton. 
--^See Plowden*s Appendix. 

From all these circumstances, when Duke Schom- 
berg arrived at his present quarters, about the middle 
of September, he had with him an army every way 
disqualified for a stationary war, and was under little or 
no necessity to prefer it to an advancing offensive one. 
No great military sagacity was required to decide : it 
became the English general to advance with rapidit3is 
and breaking through the confused host of Irish, flying 
before him, to slaughter them on the roads, and reach 
Dublin before the setting in of winter. For this he was 
severely censured both in Ireland and England : and on 
this account, perhaps, he was, for the first time in his long 
life of active and military service, sent orders, instead of 
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being consulted upon the subsequent arrangements 
of his royal master, on the night before the battle of 
the Boyne, in which, from deep mortification at the 
slight, he met a welcome death in the joyful hour of 
victory. But it is observed by Walter Harris, in his 
Life of King William, that though Sohomberg's 
caution on this momentous occasion was blamed by 
some, yet better judges thought his management of 
this campaign — severe as his loss by delay and disease 
had been — to be one of the greatest achievements of 
his life. He obliged the enemy to quit the province of 
Ulster, which was now rendered secure for bis safe 
winter quarters, in which it was so desirable that his 
army should have direct and certain intercourse with 
England, and the support of a Protestant population, 
raised into the highest pitch of enthusiasm by their 
recent success in the counties of Fermanagh and Lob^ 
donderry. The north of Ireland was thus secured Hot 
winter quarters, and this, says Harris, was all that was 
expected from the sagacious octogenarian when be left 
£ngland-^p. 247. King William, however, was not of 
this opinion, for he had in vain urged the duke^ by 
repeated letters, to advance and hazard a battle. 

The En^ish house of commons called his conduct in 
question, on whidi Schombergh wrote to the king, 
acquainting him with the reasons which obliged him to 
keep his camp on the approach of King James, alleging 
that his army never exceeded twelve thousand men who 
might be deemed effective, most of them newly raased» 
and little better than those oi the enemy, who amounted 
to double that number, that he b^dr^waited for artillery 
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horses and carriages for above a month ; that his army 
had always wanted bread, and their horses provender 
and shoes, and the surgeons and apothecaries proper 
medicines for the sick. This was confirmed by Mr. 
Lumley and Count Sohnes, who reported farther, that 
Sehorabei^s army had been cantooned in tolerably 
good quarters for the winter ; that an abundance of men 
dnd horses had been swept ani^y by sickness, want of 
clothes and food, that several officers had occasioned 
their own deadi by drinkbg fresh usquebaugh, com- 
laonly eaUed whi^y, to excess, particularly Sir Ed- 
ward Deerittg, Colonel Wharton, and Sir Thomas 
Gower. Thatthemiscarriages in Ireland were altogether 
to be imputed to Mt. John SheiUs, purveyor-general of 
the army, who had borne that office under King James, 
and upon that account was to be suspected of dishonest 
practices under King William; and that Duke Schom- 
berg's landing at Carrickfergus caused so general a 
consternation among the Irish, that he might have 
marched directly to Dublin if he had not wanted pro- 
visions and a train of artillery. 

Governor Walker also acquainted the House of Com- 
mons with these things; whereupon, they addressed the 
king that Sheills might be taken into custody, that his 
stores and papers should be secured, and that Duke 
Schomberg mi^t be authorised to appoint an efficient 
man in his [dace. The king gave directions, and Sheills 
was apprehended, sent under a strong guard to Belfast, 
and from thence a prisoner to London, but no forther 
procee^gs were taken against him, so that he probably 
had some powerful confederates, who had been sharers 
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with him in the profits of his corrupt management, and. 
whom he threatened to detect, in order to screen 
himself.— /Sfewy* History of Ui4 Wars of Ireland^ 
inl689-W. 

The Irish army were in a great panic on the arrival 
of Schomberg with his fcnrces at Dundalk ; and it was 
debated at Drogheda, where General De Rosen had 
twenty thousand men, and to which place multitudes 
were flying to them, whether they should abandon 
Drogheda, or retire towards the Shannon. 

Tirconnell and the Irish garrison men were about to 
evacuate the city and qastle of Dublin, when De Ros^ 
hearing of the most unexpected halt of Schomberg at 
Dundalk, observed, that the Duke must certainly have 
wanted something ; and Tirconi^ell, attracted by the 
rumour, came to Drogheda. He promised the Irish army 
a reinforcement amounting to double their number, and' 
troops to a great amount instantly flocked to Drogheda 
from Munster and from Coni^aught ; so that it was then 
resolved by them to make their stand upon the river 
Boyne ; and, in the mean time, part of their force was 
detached to possess themselves of Ardee, a small town 
between Drogheda and Dundalk. — HarrUy 245. 

They now, drawing near Dundalk, tried to provoke 
the English army, by noisy challenges and bravadoes ; 
but Schomberg, with the phlegm of old age and the 
confirmed habits of foreign war, kept his superior body 
of men shut up in their close and unwholesome encamp- 
ment, which he had deliberately fortified, << Selon ioutes 
les r^les de la guerre'* James's army chose also to 
lusive an encampment, for the purpose of observing 
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Sdiomberg, and harassing hun» and they suffered 
nearly as much as their enemies did^— ilf(K>r»*« Hktory 
rf the BriMi Rwolutim, p. 468. 

The Irish army now seized the bridge of Affane, 
about three miles from the English camp, whereby 
Schomberg's quarters were greatly straitened, as they 
had a rough mountainous country behind them, which 
afforded little relief; and the Duke continued in a very 
uncertain posture until the twentieth of this month ; 
James, assembling all his forces, to the amount of 
twenty-eight thousand men, a strength which it would 
hare been impossible for him to have collected, if the 
English had proceeded vigorously from Dundalk to 
Drogheda, and taken the position which William after- 
words so successfully occupied on the banks of the 
Boyne. 

James had, besides his regularly armed troops, a body 
of ten thousand men approachmg to join him, but they 
were but iU provided with arms. Now Schomberg 
must have felt the conviction that he had committed a 
gross error in remaining in the neighbourhood of Dun- 
dalk. A party consisting of two thousand foot and 
fifteen hundred horse, were detached from the Irish 
army, by a way quite clear of the English camp, be- 
yond the mountams, to attack the pass at Newry, and 
be ready to fall on Schombei^s rere. Upon this he 
detached a party of horse against them, at the sight of 
which they retreated. 

On the day following, the Irish appeared in order of 
battle, and a great part of their horse advanced towards 
the Duke's entrenchm^ts. Several of his officers were 
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for giving them battle^ but he coolly answered, " Let 
them alone» we will see what they will do f and though 
he saw them approaching withm cannon-shot of his 
camp, yet still he said, he did not think they designed 
to fight. However, in a day or two afterwards, seeing 
them draw up their army in two lines, he directed 
Lieutenant-General Douglas to order all the foot to 
stand to their arms, and the horse to return to the 
camp upon a certain signal, but until that should be 
made, to go on with their foraging. The soldiers, who 
were struggling with disease, and want of food and 
other necessaries, received these orders with joy and 
alacrity ; but in a short time the Irish army drew off, 
to the great disappointment of the Duke, who partici- 
pated in the hope of availing himself of this oppor- 
tunity of putting an end to the sufferings of his troops 
by a victory. ^ 

On the other hand, the Abbe Mac Oeoghegan, in 
his Historie d'Ireland, says, that the Irish army were 
astonished and mortified at James's not attaddng the 
English army in their entrenchments, and imputed his 
irresolution to a mistaken tenderness for his EngBsh 
subjects ; and that General de Rosen, impetuous and 
fiery in his temper, exclaimed in a rage, that if James 
had ten kingdoms he would lose them all ; and this he 
said in the unfortunate prince's presence, and addressed 
his words to him. James's subsequent keeping out of 
the scene of action at the Boyne, where he ought to 
have preferred death to dishonour, justified this obser- 
vation; and hb flight afterwards through Dublin to 
Waterford fully confirmed it. He should have fought 
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William in the hottest of the battle, and if he survived 
and was defeated remained with his army. 

This motion of the enemy was intended only as a 
feint, to comitenance a conspiracy, which in a day or 
two afterwards was discovered in the English camp to 
have been carried on by some French Papists, who had 
been enlisted in the Protestant regiments of that nation, 
the officers having been obliged to raise their compa- 
nies in so much haste, as to make a strict investigation 
impossible. The scheme was formed by one Du 
Plessis, who had been a captain of horse in the French 
service, and was obliged to fly from his country for 
having killed an officer in a duel. Being a bold, enter- 
prising man, he had drawn in others to assist in be- 
traying the camp, and found means to communicate 
his design to Count d'Avaux, the French ambassador 
who attended King James. The camp could not be 
attacked on any side except on the entrenchment that 
extended from the river to the mountain, which was 
guarded every night by five hundred men, who in the 
morning drew off; and this was constantly done by 
brigades. Du Plessis had brought all the concealed 
Papists of the three French regiments into his scheme, 
and by changing their duty, had contrived matters so, 
that when the French brigade was to mount guard, 
most, if not all the Papists were to be on that duty. 
Of this he was to have given timely notice to the 
enemy, that they might march up to the entrenchments 
by break of day. The project seemed so feasible to 
King James and his generals, that they encouraged it, 
and promised to procure Du Plessis a pardon in case he 

F 2 
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succeeded. But he was at length detected. He and 
five of his accomplices were sentenced to death by a 
council of war, and executed at the head of the French 
regiments. It was afterwards foimd that two hundred 
and fifty of the same country and religion were involved 
in his guilt. They were disarmed, sent prisoners to 
England, and from thence to Holland, where they were 
set at liberty. — Stornfs ConHntuUiofh Gazette^ No. 
2496, and Harris, 246. 

The Protestants throughout Ireland, particularly in 
the southern and western provinces, continued to be 
severdy oppressed ; and their distress, even in Ulster, 
was severe, from recent losses and the scarcity of pro- 
visions, arising from the neglect of agriculture in the 
spring, and the destruction of crops in autumn. 
Derry was one heap of ruins, and the inhabitants re- 
duced to the lowest state of poverty, from the expen- 
diture they had made, and the debts they incurred in 
their late defence of the city. The Archbbhop of 
Tuam and the Bishop of Killalla were the only prelates 
who remained in the province of Connaught, where 
they continued for the preservation of their people; 
and the former, after having been plundered of the 
beeves he had kept for his table, was accused •f having 
kept up a correspondence with King William, because 
he had built a steeple for his cathedral, and a bridge 
over a river near his gardens, which the insurgents 
said he would not think of doing if he had not private 
assurances that he would not lose his bishopric. — View 
of the Methods used in Ireland to destroy the Protestant 
Religion. London, October Vlih, 1689. 
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About this time the English House of Commons 
sgain instituted an inquiry into the causes of the delays 
and misconduct of the officers in Ireland, and into the 
conduct of Colonel Lundy, then a prisoner in the tower 
of London* Governor Walker attended, and substan- 
tiated the accusations he had made against the traitor, 
who most unaccountably escaped without any other 
punishment than dismissal from the king's service. 

On Walker's suggestion, the House of Commons 
addressed King William and Queen Mary to distribute 
ten thousand pounds among the widows and orphans 
of those who had fallen in the late defence of London- 
derry ; but except the granting of pensions to the 
widows of Governor Baker and Captain Browning, 
nothing was done for them. Colonel Michelbum, still 
governor of the city, was in deep distress, and was in 
in some years afterwards thrown into the Fleet Prison, 
from the debts he had contracted for defending Derry, 
and the expenses of journeys to England, and resi- 
dence in London, soliciting a discharge of them from 
the government. 

While his army lay encamped near Dundalk, Schom- 
berg continued to employ them in fortifying it, and he 
exercised and disciplined his newly raised men. 

In one of the expeditions which he permitted the 
EiHiiskilleners to make, about a thousand of them, 
conunanded by Colonel Lloyd, routed a body of five 
thousand Irish, in their march towards Sligo, of whom 
they killed seven hundred, took O'Kelly their com- 
mander. Colonels Dillon and Bourke, with forty other 
officers, prisoners, besides nearly eight thousand head 
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of cattle, with the loss of only fourteen men. The 
Duke was so well pleased 'with the news, that he or- 
dered rgoicings in the camp, by firing all the cannon 
planted round it, and this also was done from the ships 
of war lying in Carlingford Bay, which so alarmed the 
enemy, that they suspected some good news had ar* 
rived from England, or that an army was landed in 
the west of Ireland.— Gcur^l^^, No. 2494. 

Ck>lonel Lloyd soon afterwards possessed himself of 
Jamestown, a pass of importance on the Shannon, 
which the enemy abandoned, and of the house of 
Colonel Macdonnel at Drumsna, in the neighbourhood 
of it* — Harrisy 246. 

This joy was socm afterwards much abated by the loss 
of Jamestown and Sligo. Upon the Irish marching that 
way in a considerable body, under the command of Sars- 
field, Jamestown was abandoned by the garrison, who did 
not think it tenable, and retreated to Sligo. The next 
day after their departure, Sarsfield, leaving a garrison of 
eighty men there, made a forced march of twenty-five 
miles, and appeared that night before Sligo. Colonel 
Russel retired with his horse to Ballyshannon, having 
in vain advised the foot also to quit the place. Monsieur 
St. Saveur, a resolute captain in Melloniere's regiment, 
with his company of French grenadiers, and Colonel 
Lloyd, with his Enniskilleners, remained, and upon the 
approach of Sarsfield retreated to the two forts. Lloyd, 
however, having no means to subsist his men, retired 
that night with some loss, whilst the French captain, 
having taken the precaution to carry in some provisi<ms, 
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and finding a small quantity of ammunition in the fort, 
resolved to maintain his post. 

The nights being darl^ and St. Saveur fearing lest 
the enemy might make their approaches undiscovered, 
dipped s<Hne fir deals in tar, and by the light they gave 
when set on fire, perceived them advancing towards the 
fort with an engine called by the Irish a soWf which 
was made hollow to contain men, and was composed of 
strong timbers bound together with iron hoops, and 
covered with two rows of hides, and as many of sheep 
^kins, which rendered the engine proof against musket 
balls. The back part was left open for the men to go 
in, and in the front were doors to be opened when the 
sow was forced under the wall, which was done with 
little labour, the machine being fixed on an iron axle-tree. 
Paptain St Saveur, by killing the engineer, and two or 
three more, obliged the rest to retreat, and then he set 
fire to and burned the sow. At break of day he also 
forced the Irish to quit a small field-piece which they 
had planted in the street, and immediately afterwards 
sallied out and killed many of them. But his provisions 
being consumed, and there being no water in the fort, 
this gallant officer, worthy of a higher command, sur- 
rendered upon honourable terms. As he marched over 
the bridge, Sarsfield, who would willingly have pur- 
chased these brave soldiers at a high rate, stood with a 
purse of gold in his hand, and ofiered every man of 
them who would engage in King James's service five 
guineas in advance, with a horse and arms. They all, 
however, except one, replied that they would never 
fight for Papists'— and tliat one deserting next day, 
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with his gold, his armsi and his horse, got safely to 
Dundalk. 

A raging sickness of flux and fever, occasioned by 
the unwholesome situation of Duke Sdiomberg's camp, 
a wet season, bad provisions, and want of medicines, 
and clothes, and comfortable bedding, swept away or 
disabled a great number of his officers and soldiers. 
Among others, Sir Edward Deering — a gallant gentle- 
man, who had contributed more than any man in Kent 
towards accomplishing the revolution — Colonel Henry 
Wharton, Sir Thomas Gower, and Colonel Hungerford, 
three young gentlemen of distinguished merit. About 
one thousand private soldiers perished in this place, 
and as many were sent to Belfast, of whom nine hun- 
dred died at sea ; and it was computed that of those 
sent there at different times from the 1st of November, 
1689, to the 1st of May, 1690, two thousand seven 
hundred and sixty died in the great hospital of that 
town, as appeared by an account given by those who 
buried them, so that full half of the men shipped from 
England were lost. 

Schomberg was still blamed for not hazarding more 
than he had done, and there is no doubt but that by his 
pushing on to Dublin immediately after the taking of 
Carrickfergus, he could not have lost more men than 
he did by his not deeming it safe to do so, and might 
probably have put an end to the war by the bold stroke, 
though contrary to tlie rules of war. But he unfor- 
tunately estimated the Irish, which no man ought to do, 
by their numbers, taking into account their characte- 
ristic liability to panici and the well-known fact that 
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the number of a nniltitude of newly-raised men facili- 
tates their defeat by a disciplined and compact army.— > 
See Tindalyp. 68; Story^p. 39. 

Walter Harris, in his Life of King William, however, 
says, {page 247,) that the duke saw the enemy well 
posted at Dundalk. But why did he wait till James 
had got means to post himself there ? Why did he 
not follow the fugitive multitude promptly to Drogheda, 
and so confirm Tirconnel in his wavering resolution to 
fly from Ireland ? Why did he not storm Drogheda, as 
Cromwell did, and push on to meet the ten thousand 
Protestants of the metropolis, who would have joined 
him with all the enthusiasm that might be expected 
from what they had su£Pered, and what they might 
estpect from his defeat ? If Dundee had been in Schom- 
berg's place, with Schomberg's principles, he would 
have done so, and saved more lives than he did at the 
battle of Genappe, though that life was an host in itself. 
Captain Robert Parker, of the royal regiment of foot, 
a gallant and intelligent officer, who served in this and 
the subsequent campaigns in Ireland, adds this testi- 
mony, as an eye-witness, to the defenders of Schomberg's 
conduct on this momentous occasion. He says, in his 
interesting memoirs, published by his son in Dublin, in 
1756, {page 1,) that the Duke was much censured by 
those who knew little of the matter, for not ^having 
advanced and fought the enemy ; he had difficulties to 
contend with, which justified his not doing so — it was 
what they wanted, as appeared . by their mardies down 
to Dundalk to give him battle. But why did he wait 
for that ? Why did he not pursue them when they fled 
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before him in terror when he arrived there ? Several 
actions of considerable consequence, disabled the Irii^ 
from doing as much misdiief as might have been 
apprehended from their disposition to do so, facilitated 
as it was by their knowledge of the country and 
their capability of existing under circumstances whidi 
would have been death to Englishmen, accustomed to 
full food and comfortable clothing. When they de- 
camped from Dundalk they lef); eight regiments at 
Ardee, out of which, as soon as the English went into 
quarters, they detached sixteen or seventeen hundred 
men under Major-General Boileau, with an hundred 
volunteers, to force the pass at Newry, and from thence 
to march along the line, and destroy all the English 
garrisons on the frontier. — Story's continuation of the 
History of the War; Gazette, No. 257^. 

There were then in the garrison of Newry only 
^bout sixty men of Colonel Ingoldsby's regiment, of 
whom forty were disabled by sickness for service of 
any kind. The Irish marched all the night of the 23rd 
of November, and by dawn of the next day got over 
the bridge of Newry, which alarmed the garrison. As 
they advanced towards the middle of the town, in a 
narrow place near the castle, a sergeant and twelve 
men, being upon guard, fired on them, and then retreat- 
ing to some old walls, made a second discharge. The 
firing brought all the officers and soldiers into the market- 
place, and they, with some few of the townsmen, 
opposed the enemy, who, afler some smart firing on 
both sides, supposing the English to be stronger than 
they were, began to fly — many, for haste, wading 
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throu^ the river up to their necks ; and being pursued 
to the bridge by a captain with a very small party of 
meni neither the entreaties nor the threats of their 
ofScers could prevail upon them to rally. Of such 
materials were the army composed which Schomberg 
had unhappily estimated by their numbers. 

They lost a lieutenant^colonel and six men, and 
carried off twelve horses laden with their dead and 
Wounded, having killed only two captains and six pri- 
vate soldiers of the English, and wounded an ensign. 
After this, Schomberg sent detachments to Newry, out 
6f the regiments whidi lay most convenient to it, with 
directions to relieve each other by turns. Brigadier 
Stuart having received intelligence that Lord Antrim's 
regiment, at that time quartered in Dundalk, designed 
to attack Newry, met them with a party of two lumdred 
horse and foot, killed about thirty, and took seventeen 
prisoners; and on the fourth of December Colonel 
Woolsely marched by night, with a party of Ennis- 
killeners, towards Belturbet. On their approach, the 
garrison, though well forced, being surprised, yielded 
at the first summons, and were conducted to the next 
garrison. — Stores History ^ page 53. 

In the mean time the sickness contracted at Dundalk 
continued to rage violently after the English army had 
arrived at their winter quarters in and about Lisbum, 
and had so thinned the regiments, that about the tenth 
of January the duke found it necessary to break several 
regiments into one another. Accordingly, Lord Dro* 
gheda's. Colonel Zanchy's, Sir Henry Ingoldsb/s, Lord 
Roscommon's, and Colonel Hamilton's, were broke, 
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and the ofScers continued on half pay till provision 
could be made for them in other regiments ; and about 
the middle of the month several officers were sent over 
to England to raise recruits.^ — OazeUe^ No. 2535 and 
2536. Stores History y page 54. 

The English House of Commons now remonstrated 
with renewed violence against the miscarriages of the 
army in Ireland, and resolved that they should be taken 
into consideration; manifesting, by their desiring to 
know who had advised the king to employ Sheills, the 
purveyor-geuerali that they suspected treachery in some 
of the ministers* They resolved that the king should 
be addressed to find out the authors of these miscar- 
riages, and to entrust the management of affairs to 
persons unsuspected, and more to tlie safety of his 
majesty and the satisfaction of his subjects. — Commons' 
Journals* 

William, irritated, mortified, and distracted by con- 
tentions, instead of retiring, as he once proposed, to 
Holland, and relinquishing a sovereignty attended with 
the most exquisite vexations, chose new firiends, re- 
solved to call a new parliament, to commit the reins of 
government to the queen, and to undertake the war of 
Ireland in person ; and the report of (Lelandy IIL 576) 
his design was a considerable encouragement to the 
English army in Ulster, disgusted as they were with 
the tardy movements of their octogenarian general. 

The Protestants in the other provinces continued to 
be most severely oppressed, the fears of their .perse- 
cutors adding firesh rancour to their animosity towards 
them. Those of Galway had now been two months in 
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prison^ to which the £arl of Clanricard committed 
them on the 2nd of November. In Dublin their con- 
dition was most deplorable, and the lower orders of 
them would have been stripped and turned out of it, if 
not murdered, were it not that their enemies could not 
exist without their labour, and would have wanted 
arms, accoutrements, and even their brass money, if 
the artizans, and those employed by them, had not 
been in the city. 

About this city, an action of great gallantry, grossly 
misrepresented in the Memoirs of the Duke of Ber- 
wick, by a French writer, was performed at Cavan, by 
Colonel Woolsely and the Enniskilleners. Colonel 
Edmund O'Reilly was posted there with a regiment of 
Irish foot, and a regiment of dragoons, commanded by 
Colonel John O'Reilly, Finding Woolsely a very un- 
easy neighbour at Belturbet, he sent for a detachment 
to. come in reinforcement to him and enable him to 
dislodge the English from that garrison. In compli- 
ance with his desire, the Duke of Berwick was de^ 
tached to Cavan with about twelve hundred men» 
which, with two r.egiments already there, and other sup- 
plies from the neighbouring parts, composed a body of 
nearly four thousand men. Woolsely having received 
timely notice of their design, determined to be before- 
hand with the O'Reillys, and pay them a visit before 
the arrival of their expected reinforcements. He 
therefore marched from Belturbet on the 12th of Feb- 
ruary in the evening, at the head of three troops of 
horse, two of dragoons, and about seven hundred foot, 
and went seven miles round to prevent any discovery 
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from scouts, intending to fall upon them early in the 
next morning. About the same hour that Woolsely 
left Belturbet, the Duke of Berwick entered the town 
and fort of Cavan with the reinforcement, intending to 
march next day to dislodge the garrison of Belturbet. 
But Wociselfs route bemg about fointeen miles, the 
roads bad and narrow, and a deep ford to be passed, 
over which the horse were obliged to carry the foot, it 
was day before he came withhi a mile of Cavan, where 
he heard the enemy's drums beating to arms, and was 
told of Berwick's arrival on the night before ; so, in- 
stead of surprising the enemy, which he might have 
done had he gone the direct road, he was surprised 
himself, having no possibility of retreating without 
great danger. The garrison of Cavan having notice of 
his approach, Uned the hedges near the fort and town, 
and fired upon the horse as they were advancing in a 
narrow lane, exposed to their shot ; but the passi^ was 
soon cleared by a detachment of the foot. By this 
time Colonel Weekly's nu^n body was advanced near 
the Irii^, who were posted on the summit of a rising 
ground, not fw from the town. As they ascended the 
hiU, the enemy fired a whole volky with a loud huzza, 
but scarce a man fell by it. The English then advanced 
within pistol shot of them, and so galled them with a 
brisk fire, that they immediately fled, some to the 
town, some to the fort, but the greater part of them 
ran clear away. The English foot, by commencing to 
plunder the town, gave the Irish an opportunity to 
sally out of the fort amidst the disorder, and to make 
a fierce attack upon them ; but Colonel Woolsely, with 
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a reserve of two hundred and fifty foot and eighty 
horsemen, beat them off again, their horse flying he* 
yoxid the town, and their foot into the fort 

The soldiers, among odier plunder, got a good storo 
of shoes, acceptable articles at this time, and plenty 
of all sorts of provisions. They found four thousand 
pounds in brass moneys whidi they threw about the 
streets, not thinking it worth the carriage. The am- 
munition was blown up, and provisions destroyed, and 
Woolsely was o'bliged to s^ fire to the town, to rally 
his scattered men at the time of the sally. 

Not knowing what might happen in the quarters he 
had left, he returned to Belturbet, and by the way 
took the castle of Killeshandra, with a great booty of 
cattle. In this action the English lost Major Traheme, 
Captain Armstrong, Captain Mayo, and Lieutenant 
Maugere, with about thirty private soldiers. Captain 
Blashford was shot through the body, and strif^ped^ 
but unexpectedly recovered firom his wound. 

The enemy had considerably greater losses. The 
Duke of Berwick's horse was shot imder him, Colonel 
Nugent and the Lieutenant-Colonels Le Montade and 
Geoghegan, and Captains Reilly, Carrol, Manning, 
Foote, and Brady, were killed, besides Major Reilly^ 
who was shot through the head by a horseboy, as he 
was going towards the town in the time of the action. 
Three hundred privates were slain, and four captains, 
five lieutenants, two ensigns, a quarter-master; and 
about two himdred men were made prisoners. Harris, 
in his Life of William III., of which it seems sur- 
prising that Leland, in liis very brief History of 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



118 HISTOBT OP IRELAND, FROM RELIEF OF DERRT 

Ireland, has not made more use, quotes this account 
of the afiiur at Cavan, firom the manuscript of a 
gentleman who took it firom several persons .of 
good credit, both English and Irish, who were eye- 
witnesses, and might be depended upon ; and he adds 
that it is in the main confirmed by Story, in his con- 
tinuation of the history of this war, page 13. 

Leland occupies but eighty-seven octavo pages o£ 
large type, in his History of Ireland, firom the Relief 
of Londonderry, in 1689^ to the Surrender of Limerick, 
in 1691, too small a space for a satisfactory adcount of 
the transactions of these memorable years, which 
hitherto could only be obtdned by those possessed of 
the voluminous and scarce works of Story and of 
Harris. 

On the 3rd of March, Colonel Woolsely, with his 
inde&tigable Enniskilleners, continuing his activity, 
detached lieutenant-Colonel Echlin and Major Billing 
to beat up the enem/s quarters at Cavan, and at the 
same time gave the necessary orders for attacking 
Butler's Bridge next morning. This was performed 
with great gallantry by a party of horse and fifty 
footmen of Colonel Earle's detachment, who beat the 
enemy, in number about sixty, firom their breast-work, 
and passing the river, pursued them, and without the 
loss of one of their party, killing twenty of the enemy, 
and taking sixteen of- them prisoners, among whom 
was the captain that commanded them. One English 
comet was the only wounded man in Echlin's party. 
From Butler's Bridge the horse joined the rest of the 
party, who had marched before to Cavan. The enemy 
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had notice of their coming, and had posted themselves 
beyond the walls of the houses which had been burned 
in the last expedition. But the English, advancing 
under theu* shot, beat them from thence, killed between 
sixty and eighty of them, and set fire to the remaining 
houses, Colonel Waucop, the commander in the fort, 
not daring to come to their assistance. This action was 
performed with the loss of only eight private men and 
one ensign. — Gazette, No. 2541. 

It now became quite obvious that the torpor of Schom- 
berg affi>rded the chief hope of James's success against 
his enemies in Ireland. When the duke landed in the 
preceding autumn, the Irish army was of little or 
no account, the new levies contemptible, and the 
number of his French auxiliaries small. The fatal 
halt at Dundalk gave the fugitives from Ulster time to 
recover from their panic, and rally at Drc^heda, and 
return to Dundalk with recruited numbers; where, 
although they suffered somewhat in the same way them- 
selves, they saw half the English army perish by a dis- 
ease from which active services would have exempted 
them. 

On the 14th of this month five thousand French 
landed at Kinsale, under the command of two generals, 
Count Lauzun and the Marquis De Leery, in exchange 
for whom an equal number of Irish were transported to 
France.*— /m/Mir^uil JSistoty. 

About this time a regiment of four hundred Danes 
arrived at Belfast from Whitehaven, as did the week 
following from Chester all the foot of that nation, con- 
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sisting of seven thousand men under the command ofthe 
Prince of Wirtemberg. Duke Schomberg was pleased 
mth the appearance they made, being able men, well 
clothed and armed. The arrival of these succours sent 
by the king of Denmark for the relief of the Pro- 
testants of Ireland occasioned the striking of a medal, 
on one side of which was represented a fleet under sail, 
and on the other side of it the following inscription, 
A Christiano Guinto Missum Guuelmo Tertio, 

AUXILIUM, Vn. M. MlLITUM, 1689- 

On the 15th of February, in the evening. Sir John 
Lanier, with a party of one thousand horse, dragoons, 
and infantry, marched from Newry towards Dundalk, 
which was now well fortified, and strongly garrisoned 
by the Irish. The next morning he appeared before 
the town, which, from the advantage of its situation and 
the new strength it had acquired, he did not think fit to 
attack. He, however, drew up his foot on the side of a 
hill between the lefl of the old English horse camp and 
the town, a musquet shot from the bridge, and sent his 
horse nearer to the right. The enemy, upon the alarm, 
appeared outside the town first, but as the English ad^ 
vanced, they retreated, and sheltered themselves within 
their works, from whence they kept up an incessant fire. 
Whilst the main body was thus posted, Lanier detached 
a party of horse and dragoons beyond the river, which 
burned a great part of the suburbs on the west side of 
the town ; and at the same time, a party of Leviston's 
dragoons attacked Bedloe's castle, and took it sword in 
hand, with an ensign and thirty prisoners, losmg only a 
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Ueutenant, three or four dragoons, and four horses. A 
prey of fifteen hundred cows and horses were taken by 
Lanier m this expedition. 

Colonel Callimotei who was posted with his regiment 
on the Blackwater, near Charlemont, had all the winter 
been much restrained from excursions by that garrison. 
On the 8th of March he possessed himself of a small 
village, within less than two miles of the fort, from 
which the enemy attempted to dislodge him, but retired 
on the loss of three or four men. Four nights after- 
wards he marched out with twenty officers and eighty 
soldiers, intending to cut down the wooden bridge at 
Charlemont, and thereby prevent the garrison from 
making nightly excursions. He landed his men from 
three boats within a mile of the place, and though he 
was discovered at a distance, he marched to the bridge 
and set fire to it, taking a redoubt at the end of it, and 
another near the gate leading to Armagh, and killed 
about twenty men. When day appeared he retreated, 
having lost only five or six men, and Major De Lavard, 
who was killed as they were retreating. 

In one of the excursions from this fort, a young man 
named Hunter, who had served in the siege of Deny, 
and afterwards through the whole of the war, had 
a narrow escape of his life near Charlemont. The 
town, which had been built near the fort, had been 
before this time inhabited by Protestant families, 
and among the inhabitants was an uncle of this 
Hunter, who had kept a shop there, and afler the 
town was cleared out, returned to it in the hope of 
securing his goods. He left his nephew in a place two 

6 
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miles from town, and staying longer than his nephew- 
thought he had occasion to do, the young man went to 
look for him ; as he drew near Charlemont, he met a 
party of rude, wild-]o<^ing fellows, with an officer, on a 
plundering excursion. One of them on seeing Hunter 
presented his musquet at him, calling out that he was a 
spy, and running close to him, was in the act of placing 
it at his breast to shoot him, when the officer interfered, 
and after a struggle with the ruffian, saved the young 
man's life. This with other deliverances from death, is 
recorded in a manuscript written by this Hunter, who 
was afterwards a trooper, and served, as already men- 
tioned, through the whole of this war. It was shown to 
the author of this work by his great grandson, a watch- 
maker, who lately died in Deny. 

Captain Rapin was wounded on this occasion. This 
attempt was considered as a soldier-like and gallant 
action. The garrison in Charlemont were at this time 
labouring under a scarcity of bread and want of salt, 
and a body of officers and soldiers who had been a short 
time before sent to reinforce it, were much disgusted at 
Teague O'Regan's government of the place, into which 
he had suffered the soldiers to bring a great number of 
women and children. Four prisoners taken at this time 
lirom the garrison reported that the place could not hold 
out many days without receiving a fresh supply of pro- 
visions. — Story's llistoryy 55 — Continuation^ 14 — and 
Gazette^ No. 2436. 

In the mean time, Duke Schombei^ was filling the 
frontier stores with provisions and all other necessaries 
for the campaign, so that his troops were well furnished 
with all they required, though the trouble and expense 
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were great, firom the badness of the roads, the want of 
carriages, and the exhausted state of the country. 

Admiral Herbert, afterwards Earl of Torrington, with 
the confederated English and Dutch fleets, made a show 
at this time of landing his men to surprise Cork, but 
abandoned that enterprise on receiving false intelligence 
that the French fleet was advancing towards him. He 
was soon afterwards obliged to put into Torbay, most 
of his seamen having been disabled by sickness. This 
misfortune was justly charged on the victuallers of the 
fleet, for it was observed that the Dutch sailors, who had 
been better provided in this way than the English, con- 
tinued healthy. The admiral having taken in sound 
provisions, and reflreshed his men, put to sea again ; 
but meeting with no opportunity to engage the enemy, 
the summer passed over without any considerable action 
in the channel, and the English had the misfortune to 
lose the Dartmouth, a forty-gun ship, which was taken 
by the French, after a gallant resistance. The English 
likewise suffered considerably in their trade from the 
French privateers, for want of sufficient convoys ; and 
though seemingly masters of the sea, were at this time 
very great losers on that element. — Tindal, 68. Bur- 
nett, Vol I. p. 16. 

A bilKpassed in this session for the better security and 
relief of the Irish Protestants, by which the parliament 
held in Ireland by the abdicated king was annulled, and 
declared to be an unlawful and rebellious assembly. 
The adherents of James in Scotland having been dis- 
persed upon the death of Lord Dundee after their victory 
at Killicrankie, many of them availed themselves of the 
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act of oblivion, and Colonel Cannon, with the few who 
remained under his command, retired into the island of 
Mull. Several regiments were then sent from Scotland 
to reinforce Duke Schomberg's army in Ireland. This 
encouraged the Highlanders to renew their excursions, 
and gathering into a body of eight hundred men, under 
the command of the Laird of Loghelly, they marched 
from Inverlochy, intending to surprise Inverness, in 
which they failed. Meanwhile, Colonel Cannon with 
his small party continued in a body, and being pressed 
by hunger, made frequent incursions into the lowlands, 
more like robbers than regular troops. 

To stop their progress, the council of Scotland sent 
General Mackay and Sir Thomas Levingston towards 
them with a considerable force ; and the principal in- 
habitants of the counties most exposed to their depre- 
dations were ordered to put themselves into a posture of 
defence. Hereupon, Cannon was obliged to retire into 
Ireland, and the Highlanders chose Sir Hugh Cameron 
for their leader, who, being bom among them, and 
acquainted with their peculiarities, knew best how to 
govern them. Under him the rebels renewed their 
incursions, which obliged King William to send the 
Duke of Hamilton into Scotland to keep a vigilant eye 
over them ; but, notwithstanding all precautions, they 
received a considerable succour from King James, who 
had so great a dependence upon them, that though he 
had neither ammunition nor provisions to spare, caused 
two frigates to be sent from Dublin laden with arms, 
ammunition, and clothes, and with them sent Colonel 
Buchan, Colonel Waucob, and forty • commissioned 
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officers, who all landed safely on the island of Mull. 
This reinforcement encouraged the Highlandars so 
much, that they soon afterwards ventured, to the num- 
ber of fifteen hundred, to march as far as Strathpage in 
Murrayshire, where they expected to be joined by other 
malcontents, whose numbers had been considerably 
increased by a recent prorogation of the Scottish parlia- 
ment before their alleged grievances were redressed. 
To prevent this accession of strength, Sir Thomas 
Levingston marched against them with an himdred foot, 
six troops of dragoons, and two troops of horse. He 
fell on them unexpectedly, and they fled, with the loss 
of five hundred men killed, and one hundred taken 
prisoners. 

Sir Thomas then advanced to the castle of Lothinday, 
and quickly obliged the garrison to surrender at discre- 
tion. Major Ferguson also being no less successful in 
the isle of Mull, all the measures which had been taken 
for King James's interest in Scotland were broken^^— 
Harrisy 258. 

In the mean time the parliament assembled, and King 
William made a speech to both houses, telling them of 
his resolution to go to Ireland to reduce that kingdom, 
and desiring their assistance to prosecute the war with 
speed and vigour. He informed them that he intended to 
leave the government in the queen's hands ; and that if 
an act for the confirmation of his choice were requisite, 
he desired they would prepare one ; and he concluded by 
recommending to them unanimity and despatch, for that 
his journey to Ireland would admit but of a short 
session. A bill then passed for investing the queen 
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with the administration of afiEkirs during the king's 
absence in Ireland, and whenever he should be called 
out of England, with the restriction that the queen 
should be controlled by any order the king might send 
while he was abroad. — Harris^ 260. 

The day before King William set out for Ireland, he 
took the bishop of Salisbury into his doset, and seemed 
to have a great weight upon his spirits, from the state 
of his affairs, which were then very cloudy. He said, 
that for his own part he would either go through with 
this business or perish in it. He lamented the factions 
and heats in the nation, and that the clergy instead of 
allaying, did rather foment and inflame them. He 
declared that going to a campaign was naturally no un-. 
pleasant thing to him, and he was sure he understood 
that better than how to govern England : he added, that 
though he had no doubt or distrust of the cause he went 
on, yet going against King James in person, was hard 
upon him, since it would be a vast trouble both to him- 
self and the queen if he should be either killed or taken 
prisoner. . 

About this time a proposal was made to him, that a 
third-rate ship, manned by a faithful crew, and com- 
manded by one who had stood well with King James, 
but in whom his majesty might confide, should sail to 
Dublin, and declare for his old master, who should be 
invited on board, and, when there, that they should sail 
away and land him either in Spain or Italy, with twenty 
thousand pounds to give him when he should be set on 
shore. It is surprising that William, as Harris alleges, 
(page 262,) should consider this <* a well concerted 
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scheme," and likely to succeed ; but he rq>lied that he 
would have no hand in treachery, and saying that 
James would, if induced to go on board that ship, take 
some of his guards and courtiers with him, who would 
make opposition, and in the struggle some accident 
might happen to his person— he would have no 
hand in it. The king on this occasion saved the 
twenty thousand pounds, with which, it is probable^ 
the treacherous commander of the vessel would have 
absconded. 

The king set out for Ireland on the 4th of June> 
embarked at Hi^ Lake on the 11th, and on the 14th 
landed at Carrickfeigus, attended by Prince Greorge of 
Denmark, the Duke of Ormond, the Earls of Oxford^ 
Portland, Scarborough, and Manchester, with many 
other persons of distinction. On the same evening he 
went to Belfast, where he was met by Duke Schomberg, 
the Prince of Wirtemburg, Major-General Kirk, and 
other officers.— JETorm, 262, 

On the news of King William's arrival reaching 
Dublin, the courtiers about the castle, and their friends 
in the city, triumphed and seemed to rejoice that they 
had got the Prince of Orange, as they called him, into 
a pound from which it was impossible he could be 
extricated. They reported that an hundred thousand 
men were on the point of breaking out into open insmv 
rection in England and Scotland, for the purpose of 
establishing a commonwealth in both kingdoms, so that 
James might reckon on retaining the crown of Ireland, 
and send back the innovating prince to Holland, if in 
mercy he should spare him from sharmg the fate of the 
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rebel Duke of Monmouth. The Protestants being close 
prisoners, suffered to hear only what their persecutors 
pleased, knew not what to think of these reports ; but 
their great fear was that their deliverer would be assas- 
sinated. — Irish Journal hy a Person of Quality. Taylor j 
Stationeri Hall, London, 1690. 

The Protestants of Ireland rejoiced at the conduct 
of the war being now taken out of the dilator^' hands 
of Schomberg, for they were persuaded that if he should 
retain it the issue of this campaign would be as disas- 
trous as that of the preceding year. When they heard 
of the arrival of King William with a powerful army, 
they entertained no doubt of the issue of the contest ; 
and their only concern in Dublin was lest the city should 
be plundered and burned, in case of the defeat of the 
Irish army at the expected contest on the banks of the 
Boyne. They rejoiced, however, that their enemies 
had neglected to fortify the city, and expected to 
escape by the English following up their victory with 
rapidity, advancing promptly to the metropolis, and 
sending troops by sea to land in the bay of Dublin. 
Neither of these precautions were taken, nor were they 
necessary, for James's rapid flight in a panic protected 
them. — Irish JoumaL 

The eyes of all Europe were now fixed upon Ireland, 
in which two kings were to contend for a crown on a 
public theatre, and where the singular spectacle was to 
be exhibited of a nephew fighting against his uncle, and 
two sons-in-law against the father of their wives-— the 
Prince of Orange and the Prince of Denmark against 
their &ther-m-law. It was, however, a contest between 
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Popery and Christianity — ^liberty and slavery — France 
and England : the interest of different members of one 
family had very little to do with it — See DalrympWs 
Memoirs of GrecU Britain and Ireland. 

A short time before the landing of King William, the 
unfortunate James suffered some severe mortifications. 
In the month of March, Colonel Woolsley's success at 
Cavan was one of them; and on the 11th of April, Sir 
Cloudesley Shovel, convoying several ships to Belfast, 
received intelligence there that the Pelican, a frigate of 
twenty guns, belonging to James, and the only one that 
remained to that unhappy prince, lay at anchor in the 
bay of Dublin, as a convoy to several small vessels 
laden with hides, tallow, wool, plate, and some other 
goods, bound for France, which were the property of 
the plundered Protestants, not long before seized in 
exchange for brass money. 

On this notice he sailed, and on Good Friday entered 
the bay of Dublin, where leaving some large ships, he took 
the Monmouth yacht, and one or two more, with several 
long-boats, and went to Poolbeg, a mile within the bar, 
where the frigate lay. When King James heard of it 
he said it was some of his lo^al subjects of England 
returning to their allegiance : but when he saw them 
draw near the Pelican, and heard the firmg, he rode 
out with his guards towards Ringsend, where a vast 
crowd of people had assembled. Captain Bennett, who 
commanded the Pelican, ran her aground within shot of 
a French man-of-war of twelve guns ; and two or three 
English ships lying aground, filled with soldiers, kept 
firing at the Monmouth. 

g2 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



130 HISTQBY OF IBEIiANI), FBOH BELIEF OF BERRY 

Ailer some dispute, Sir Cloudesley made a signtl for 
a fire-ship to come in, which the enemy perceiving, 
^sook their ships, and made to shore in their boats. 
The English boarded the Pelican, and heaving some of 
her lamber over board, got her off. In turning out of 
the pool one of the English hoys ran s^ound, and could 
not be got off before the water fell away from her^ and 
lefl her on dry ground. 

The English omlinued armed in their boats waiting 
for the tide of flood to bring her off, at which time two 
Protestants, who, among many others, were running 
about the strand, took the opportunity of getting off to 
tlie English boats. The guards advanced, and uncmg 
them a Frenchman rode to the edge of the water, and 
with a volley of scurrilous language in broken English, 
fired his pistols in a bravado, and at the same time had 
his horse shot under him, and was obliged to slip his 
legs out of his jack-boots, and save himself in his stock- 
ing feet. The sailors soon unrigged the horse of the 
saddle and furniture. When the tide came in, Sir 
Cloudesley sailed off with the prize, being informed 
that twelve of liie enemy were killed, and that several 
who had got on shore were wounded. 

King James returned to Dublin much dissatisfied, 
and it was reported that he said that all the Protestants 
of Ireland were of Cromweirs breed, and deserved to 
have their throats cut. The Protestants who went to 
Ringsend that day were secured in prison, except the 
two who made their escape to the English boats^-^Skny'B 
History, p. 57. Gazette^ No. 2661. 

A plot was now formed to gratify the king's hatred 
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against the Protestant clergy, and give ati occasion to 
have their tongues cut out, for a Mar was brought to 
Dublin who pretended to be dumb irom Duke Schom* 
berg having caused his tongue to be cut out, declaring 
that he would serve all the Popish priests, regular and 
secukr, in the same way, to put an end to their propa* 
gating a false religion. He was introduced by the 
Popish priests at the Castle, who made proposals that re- 
taliation should be made upon the Protestant ministers. 

King James, however, caused the fnar to be examined, 
and discovered the fraud, which incensed him so much — 
and the more so as he had just detected a similar one 
iiK an attempt to ruin a man of the name of Spike, one 
of the few Protestants widi him at this time, who had 
been recommended to him by Lord Powis — that he said, 
for aught he knew the Protestants were wronged, and 
misrepresented to him, and that there were some as 
great jogues among the Roman Catholics as among 
them. 

The friars of the city, to avoid suspicion of being 
concerned in this vile afi&dr, caused tiieir brother monk 
to be severely whipped, and circulated a report that 
he was a spy, and had not been one of their fraternity. 
They carried him naked through the city on a cart, as 
it was supposed to execution, but they brought him 
back, and put him in prison, from which, after sonffi 
time, he was liberated, and his clerical habit restored 
to him<— JStn^f JSiat€ of the Protestants qflrdandf 2nd 
ediHon. London^ 1745. 

But the greatest mortification of the abdicated kii^ 
at Uiis time was his loss of the strong fort of Charle- 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



132 mSTOBY OF IBELABB, FBOM RELIEF OF DERBY 

mont, his last hope of maintaining his cause in Ulster* 
It was a strong castle, erected in 1602, by Lord Moun^oy, 
as a curb on O'Neill, Earl of Tyrone^ whose chief man- 
sion-house, with a strong fort, was at Dungannon, about 
five miles north-west of it. It stands on a narrow angle 
of ground formed by the confluence of the river Calin 
witii the Blackwater, on the eastern side of the county 
of Armagh. Under the shelter of this fort a town was 
built, which, in 1689, was a corporation sending mem- 
bers to parliament.— CanuZm and Story. 

This place, strong by nature, was accessible only by 
two ways— one to the north, where the ground is firm, 
and the other to the west, where it m^y be approached, 
though not without difficulty, the Irish having taken 
pains to make these two passes defensible by a small 
number of men. The fortifications about it were a 
pallisadoe, a dry ditch, and counterscarp, within which 
was a double rampart, and still more inward a stonewall 
of great thickness, with regular flankers and bastions, a 
draw-bridge well fortified, and, within all, the magazines, 
a guard-house, and a large square tower. It was defended 
by a strong garrison, under the conunand of Teague 
O'Regan, an able old soldier, whom King James afterward 
knighted for his defence of this place. This post being 
of great importance, Duke Schomberg resolved to have 
it, and succeeded in the attempt partly by stratagem. 
It had been for some time back blockaded by the two 
French regiments of La Callimote and Cumbon, and a 
detachment of St. John's, who had reduced the garrison 
to extremities for want of victuals. On the 2M of 
May, King James sent Colonel Macmahon to relieve it, 
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with a detachment of five hundred men and a small 
quantity of provisions. Duke Schomberg being informed 
of the design, sent orders to su&r Macmahon to pass 
with his convoy after a slight resistance, but to drive 
all back who attempted to return to the castle. By 
such means the garrison, who had received but a slender 
supply, were soon reduced to greater exigencies than 
before. The third night after their going in, they 
attempted to march out of the fort, but were repulsed 
with the loss of an officer and eight men, and ten 
muskets, six halberts, and some drums. They made a 
second attempt next day, and at night sallied out again, 
but were beaten back as before, with the loss of nine 
men killed, and six prisoners. (yRegan was so incensed 
at this ill success, that he swore if they could not make 
their way out of the garrison they should have no en- 
tertainment or lodging within it ; and he obliged them 
to make huts in the dry ditch within the pallidadoes, 
and on the counterscarp, few or none being admitted 
within the gates of the castle. The duke prosecuted 
the siege with vigour, by reinforcing the besiegers with 
several regiments, who surrounded the garrison, and 
reduced it to such great straits, that being nearly starved 
out, and having no hope of relief, on the 12th of this 
month they sent out a lieutenant-colonel and a captain 
with terms of surrender to the duke, which, with a few 
variations, were agreed to on the 1 5th, and on the day 
following they marched out, to the number of eight hun- 
dred e£Pective msn, besides many women and children. 
The "duke inquiring the reason why so many useless 
mouths were kept in the garrison to consume their 
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provisions, was answered, that the Irish were naturally 
hospitable, that they had fared all alike, nor would the 
soldiers stay in the garrison without their wives or mis* 
tresses. To this the duke re|^ied, that there was more 
love than policy in this matter. This became quite 
evident from the stock of provisions left, for they had 
no provisions remaining except a little dirty meal and 
part of a quarter of beef, so that as they marched out, 
several of the soldiers were devouring pieces of cow 
hides with the hair on them. O'Regan rode out in a 
most ridiculous way, drunk, and mounted on a half 
starved wicked stallion, kicking in all directicms round 
him, and endeavouring to dismount his rider. The 
duke observed that the governor was very drunk, and 
the horse quite mad. — Burton's History i^Ms War. 

The duke ordered every Irish sddier a loaf from his 
stores, and the officers were all civilly entertained. He 
then took possession of the castle with four companies 
of Babington's regiment, and found in it seventeen 
pieces of cannon, most of them brass, one large mortar- 
piece, eighty-three barrels of gunpowder, and of bombs 
and hand-grenades a large quantity, with a great num- 
ber of small bullets, some fire-arms, and oUier things of 
value, but no money. 

On the same day that Charlemont surrendered. 
Colonel Woolesly and Colonel Foulks, who had been 
reinforced by a strong party of Danes, marched out of 
Bdturbet to the strong castle of Ballynecargy, gar- 
risoned by two hundred men, and surrounded on every 
side by water. Colonel Foulks, at the bead of the foot, 
marched through the water up to the middle. The 
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enemy fired briskly, but seemg their assailants resdved 
to take the castle, and that they had brought fisecines 
to fill up the ditches, agreed to surrender without their 
arms. In this attack Colonel Woolesly, going down to 
encoiorage his men, received a shot in his scrotum, but 
soon recovered, and two captains, an ensign, and sev^i- 
teen men were killed, and fixty-three men wounded. 

Upon the loss of this <x)nsiderable post, the Irish 
quitted and set fire to several castles on tiiat side of 
the country, and prepared to abandon Dundalk, Ardee, 
Castleblayney, and Carrickmacross. About the micMie 
of May, Captain King, Mr. Wingfield, a lawyer, and 
Mr. French, a clergyman, with five or six Protestant 
gentlemen, made their escape fiK>m Dublin, in an open 
boat, and gave Duke Schomberg a more exact account 
than he hitherto had of the state of affairs in that city, 
which was afterwards of use to King William. They 
stated that almost all the Protestants there were im- 
prisoned in the College and in the churches, all their 
saleable goods seized and s^it to France, King James 
engaging to pay half the value of them in brass money, 
whidi they scarcely ever got, and if any of ihem was 
discovered to possess gfAd or silver, he was sent to 
prison, under the pretence of being guilty of high 
treason. 

The government, they stated, was administered by 
a jimto composed of the Duke of Tyrconnel, Sir 
Stephen Rice, Chief Justice Nugent, Bruno Talbot, 
Chancellor of the Exdiequer, and Sir William ElHs, 
the latter a Protestant, Commissioner of the Revenue. 
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If a Protestant petitioned King James upon any' 
grievance, the petition was referred to them, and never an- 
swered unless endorsed by some eminent Papist. Colonel 
Simon Luttrel was governor of Dublin, a man formed 
by nature for such a government as that of King James, 
ready to execute orders, or to act without them in the 
most desperate affidrs. Sir Terence Mac Dermot, a 
man of the same stamp, was Lord Mayor, succeeding 
Sir Michael Creagh in that office, under both of whom, 
as well as Sir Thomas Hackett, who preceded Creagh, 
the Protestants were in a miserable situation. 

The lieutenants and deputy-lieutenants of the coun- 
ties were Papists, and many of them persons who had 
lately got possession of the estates of Protestants, by 
the repeal of the act of settlement. 

Of the commissioners of the revenue, two were 
Protestants, as were many of the under officers, who 
enjoyed their posts only because Pi^ists could not be 
found capable of executing their respective trusts. 

As to military affidrs, the five thousand Frenchmen 
who had landed at Kinsale, and were well armed and 
clothed, lived at free quarters on the Protestants of 
Dublin, over whom they tyrannized in a most intole- 
rable manner. They compelled the tradesmen to pro- 
vide them with necessaries, according to their respec- 
tive callings, without giving them any remuneration 
whatever. Considerable magazines of com and other 
provisions were laid up not only in Dublin, but at 
Drogheda, Trim, Navan, Cork, Waterford, Kilkenny, 
Athlone, and Limerick, and it "was proposed to make 
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good the passes upon the mountains near Newry and 
at Dundalk, to protract the war, declining a general 
battle, imtil they should consolidate their forces at the 
Boyne, and there defend the pass over it. 

They were in great hope of some extraordinary news 
from James's party in England, and from the French, 
who in this year were very strong. 

In the mean time, the garrison of Enniskillen, under 
the command of Colonel Gustavus Hamilton, was re- 
duced to a miserable condition. The government sent 
an express to Schomberg to acquaint him of their 
situation, and solicit some relief for these gallant men, 
in which he told the duke that they had neither money 
to buy food, nor were the coimtry people able to supply 
them on credit. That he was obliged to grant orders 
for taking up cattle for their present relief, upon bills 
signed by their officers, to prevent any disorders from 
the soldiers' necessities, and was afraid they could not 
be subsisted in that manner long, on account of the 
general poverty. He added, that he was afraid that 
fresh meat might create distempers among the men 
without bread, which Enniskillen did not afford, but as 
they were supplied from the Lagan, for ready money, 
a country near Lough Swilly, which had been much 
exhausted by having been the seat of war in the pre- 
ceding year, during the siege of Londonderry. — Clerk^s 
CoUecHon of Letters and other Documents now in the 
lAbra/ry of Trinity College^ Dublin* 

Harris, in his Life of King William, acknowledges 
his obligation to these papers, collected and preserved 
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by George Clerk, Esq. Secretary at War at this time, 
coiit«ning a general correspondence both civil and 
mUitary, from the 2nd of June, 1690, to the 20th of 
January, 1691 9 in eleven hundred and eighty-seven 
letters. The indefatigable Harris had them bound up 
in (bar vi^mes, and expressed his hope that some time 
or other they might be thought worthy of being pub- 
lished. 

In this situation were the afikirs of Ireland, when 
King William arrived in it. On the day after his 
arrival at Bel&st, he was attended by the nobility, 
gentry, and clergy, of that part of Ulster, and pre- 
sented with an address of congratulation, in the name 
of the clergy of the church of Ireland, by Doctor 
Walker, who was introduced to him by Duke Schom* 
berg and the Duke of Ormond. At the same time the 
king received anodier address from the several Presby- 
terian ministers of the province, both of which he 
received very graciously. — TindcAy page 89. Story 9 
Sistar^y 66. 

On die 17th of June, five English regiments arrived 
in the Thames from Flanders, and were appointed to 
relieve the two battalions of the first regiment of foot 
guards, ordered to march to reinforce the army in 
Ireland, which, however, did not arrive in time to share 
in the hcmour soon afterwards obtained on the banks of 
the Boyne. The forces also posted at Highlake, White- 
haven, and Kircudbright, in the shire of Galloway, 
were embarked, and sailed on the 18th of this month, 
and arrived safely in Ireland on the day following. On 
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the same day, the Secretary at War, by King William's 
orders, made out a list of all the general officers then in 
Ireland.* 

* A LIST OF TBE GENBEAL OFflCEaS IN IKELAMD BETUBNXO TO 

KING WILLIAM, ON THE l^TH DAY OF JUNE, 1690^ BY 

G£OEGE CLERKE, ESQ. SECRETARY AT WAR; 

The Doke of Scfaomberg. Major- General Scravenmoor. 

Count de Solmes. Major- General Kirk. 

Count de Schombeig. Marquis de la Forest 

Duke of Wirtemberg. Major-General Tellace. 

Lieut- General Ginckle. Lord Sidney. 

Lieut.- Grenerai Douglas. Count Nassau. 

Sir John Lanier. 

Story's list of oflScers was drawn up some time after this one, 
and when all the troops appointed for the service of Ireland had 
arrived. He omitted tiie Earl of Oxford and General Ginckle, but 
reeoids the frilowing names omitted by Gierke : — 

The Earl of Portland, Lord Overkirk, Quartermaiter-Getieral 
Comber, and the fdlowing Brigadiers- General — 

Brigadier Trelawney, Sir Henry Bellasis, Sir John Hanmer, 
Brigadier Stewart, Brigadier La Millioniere, Brigadier VlUers, 
Brigadier Eppinger, and Brigadier Sehack ; the three last being 
brigadiers of horse, the others of foot 

Sir Robert Southwell, Secretary of State. 

Thomas Coningsby, Esq. afterwards Lord Coningsby, and 
Charles Fox, Esq. were Paymasters- General. 

Sir John Topham, Adjutant- GeneraL 

Henry Withers, Adjutant-General of Foot 

Francis Russel, Adjutant-General of Horse. 

A LIST OF THE GENERAL OFFICERS IN KING JAlfE8*S ARMY, TAKEN 
OUT OF THE MUflTER ROLLS, JUNE 2, 1690. 

The Duke of Tyrconnel, Captain- General. 

Duke of Berwick and Richard Hamilton, Lieutenants-General* 

Count Lauzun, Genera] of the French army. 
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Having moved from Lisburn to HOlsborough cm the 
19th of June> King William issued a warrant for 
granting a pension of twelve hwidred pounds a year to 
the Presbyterian ministers of the north of Ireland, in 
which he acknowledged their loyalty and good affec- 
tions, the losses they had sustained, and their constant 
labour to unite the hearts of others in zeal and loyalty 
towards him. He ordered this pension to be paid 
quarterly to trustees, who were named in the order, 
by the collector of customs in the port of Belfast. 
This pension was afterwards inserted in the civil list, 
and made payable out of the exchequer. 

James was occupied about the same time in a very 
different manner, when his undivided attention was 
requisite to preserve him from the impending storm. 
He was found in a Romish college at Kilkenny in pre- 
senting Popish priests to parishes in the diocese of 
Meath, from which the lawful rectors had been driven, 
and in establishing by royal charter a new Benedictine 
nunnery in Dublin, the patent for which bears date on 

Patrick Sarsfield, Anthony Hamilton, and Monsieur Boileau, 
Major-(3eneral8. 

Thomas Maxwell, John Hamilton, and lIHUiam Dorrington) 
Brigadier- Generab. 

Solomon Slater, Mustermaster- General. 

Robert fltzgerald, Comptroller of the Musters. 

Sir Richard Nagle, Secretary at War. 

Sir Henry Bond, and Lewis Doe, Receivers-General. 

Sir Michael Creagh, Paymaster-General. 

Felix O'Neill, Advocate-General. 

Doctor Archbold, Physician to the State. 

Patrick Archbold, Surgeon-General,— jfiT^frn's Appendix, No. 
Xpa^«61. 
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the 15th of June, 1690, a fortnight before he was 
to contend for his crown on the banks of the 
Boyne ! ! ! For the support of this nunnery he granted 
to the abbess and her successors an annuity of one 
hundred pounds a year, to be paid out of the Ex- 
chequer for ever, by equal half yearly pa3nanents, one 
to be made on the Feast of St. John Baptist, and 
the other upon Christmas Day. — Harries Appendix, 
No. XXXVIII. 

On the same day that King William issued an order 
fer pensioning the Presbyterian ministers, whose ser- 
vices were at least as valuable to him and to religion as 
those of the Benedictine nuns could be to King James 
and the cause of superstition, he issued strict orders 
against plundering or oppressing the obedient subjects, 
and for the peaceable conduct of the army, both in 
quarters and on their march. At this time the Ennis- 
killen and Londonderry regiments were put upon the 
same footing with the other forces, though their estab- 
lishments were kept separate ; but there was a third 
Londonderry regiment, about which Governor Walker 
was, at this time, soliciting King William's pleasure. — 
ClarMs Correspondence, No, XIX. 

A detachment was, on the same day, ordered to 
march from Newry, imder Captain Francis Gore, to 
reconnoitre the country, and discover in what condi- 
tion the roads and bridges were, for the passage of the 
army, artillery, and waggons ; one of the latter passing 
over the long bridge at Belfast, nearly broke down one 
of the arches of it^ and the crazy edifice has not been 
since rebuilt. 
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In Gore's excursion he found a party of the enemas 
foot posted in two forts ; one at Four-mile House, who, 
as soon as they saw the English dragoons advance^ fired 
a few shots, and retreated to a house still more west- 
ward, which was filled with foot, supported by a body 
c^ about fifty horsemen, who made several discharges 
of their arms against the English, but with little 
efiect* 

It was with difficulty that Captain Gore restrained 
his men firom attacking the enemy within these old 
walls. It could not be done without the loss of a great 
many men, and therefore he brought the ardent dra- 
goons and grenadiers und&t his command, and returned 
to Newry. 

As they were returning, they were met by fifteen 
officers, who had followed to support them, if there 
should be occasion, and among them. Ensign Gillespie, 
who, with two dragoons of the rere-guard, took three 
Irish prisoners, two of them dragoons in Brigadier- 
General Maxwell's regim^it. One of these prisoners, 
named James Magee, informed them that King James 
had twenty thousand men encamped about Bedloe's 
Castle, and that they expected that night ten thousand 
French ; that their artillery had not come to them, but 
was expected in a day or two ; that King James was at 
Dundalk, and soon designed to remove towards Ar- 
magh, about which he had heard that the greatest 
number of the English army lay. The same prisoner 
gave an accoimt of as many regiments in the enemy's 
service as he could recollect ; and he said Uiey were 
Tyrconnell's two regiments of horse and dragoons, 
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Gordon O'NeiU's regiment of foot, Colonel Mac GiUi- 
cuddy's regiment of foot. Lord Dungan's regiment of 
dragocHis, Colonel Parker's regiment of horse, Briga- 
dier-General MaxwelFs regiment of dragoons, Lord 
Giakno/s regiment a£ horse, and eight regiments of 
foot, the names of whose colonels he did not know<— - 
Cketkf^s Corre9po7ide9k€e, Nos. XXL and XXII, 

This man's account, as Harris (pctge 262) obserres, 
must certainly have been very defective, or James must 
have been greatly reinforced between that time and the 
battle of the Boyne, which was fought twelve days after- 
wards. Complaint being again made to King William 
of great outrages having been committed by the officers 
and soldiers of his army in pressing horses and carts, 
he issued an order, endorsed by Lieutenant-general 
Douglass, that no officer or soldier should presume to 
press any horse or cart, without leave or order under 
the royal sign manual ; that, if an officer should do so he 
would be dismissed ; if a trooper, he should stand three 
several times in the picquet ; and if a dragoon or foot 
soldier should offend in this way, he should run the 
gauntlope thrice through the whole regiment to which 
he belonged. — Clarke's Correspondence, No. XXXIV. 

King James's army at this time, as reported by 
an intelligent deserter to Colonel Gustavus Hamilton, 
at Enniskillen, amount^ to about forty thousand 
foot and six thousand horse and dragoons, James 
had moreover twenty-four thousand dispersed in garri- 
sons, but not half of them armed^-^C^A^^'s CorrC' 
spondence, No. XXXIV. — and Stores Continuatwny 
page 31. 
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King James was now inarching to encamp at Coots- 
town, near Ardee, in order to obstruct King William's 
march towards Dublin, where no forces were left but a 
few militia to keep the Protestant inhabitants in awe, 
and where numbers of all sorts began to refuse the brass 
money, for which they were immediately thrown into 
gaols. People, as far as they could, avoided bringing 
provisions into the Dublin market, choosing rather to 
keep them on their own hands than to dispose of them 
for base coin, so that a quart of ale sold at this time for 
a shilling, and a milch cow for eight pounds. This 
deserter also reported, that Colonel Lutterral and Shane 
Shammer Bourke had marched from Sligo to join King 
James ; and that Sir Teague O'Regan was sent to be 
governor of that town. 

The French soldiers at this time proposed to imprison 
the remaining Protestants with those ahready in the 
college, the churches, and the hospitals; and if the 
army of King William should obtain a victory, to set 
fire to these buildings, and bum them, and all they 
contained to the ground. Upon this the members of 
the church of Rome went in a body to the castle, and 
told King James, that in any such attempt, they should 
suffer as well as the Protestants, and that they would 
not draw a sword in his defence unless all thoughts of 
burning their fellow citizens should be abandoned, and 
that as soon as they saw or heard of any appearance of 
fire, they would fly from his service and submit to King 
William. — Account of King Jameis Transcictwns in 
Ireland, p, 62. — London, 1690. 
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Here we have a green spot in a desert, one bright 
page in the dark history of the times — and another in 
the subsequent humanity of the triumphant Protestants, 
who, on thebr re^occupation of Dublin, prevented some 
fiery spirits from plundering the houses of the Romish 
inhabitants. 

On the nineteenth of this month, however, the 
governor, about the hour of noon, ordered all persons 
walking the streets without swords or bayonets, which 
want of arms marked the Protestants, to be taken up 
and secured at the several parades of the army doing 
duty in the city. At night he picked out those he 
thought fit to secure, and sent them to several places of 
confinement, where they sufiered much inconvenience. 
After this he issued a proclamation, forbidding more 
than five Protestants from meeting in any place, over 
and above the family of it, on pain of death ; and by 
this these afflicted people were excluded from their 
houses of worship, which before this time they had 
providentially enjoyed. 

The clergy who remained with them, though they 
had lost their subsistence, taken from them by the pre- 
tended parliament, continued to discharge their arduous 
and now dangerous duties, in which they were greatly 
encouraged by the Bishop of Meath and Doctor William 
King, then Dean of St. Patrick's, and afterwards sue* 
cessively Bishop of Derry and Archbishop of Dublin.*** 
Journal of the AffiUrs of Ireland since Kvi^ WUUanCs 
arrival in that kingdom^ hy a person of qualUyy p. 3.*— 
London^ 1690. 

In the mean time, King William, on receiving some 

H 
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cautious advice in Hillsborough from his general officers, 
replied that he had not come to Ireland to let the grass 
grow under his feet, but was determined to prosecute 
the war with vigour. He then ordered the whole army 
to encamp at Loughbrickland, where, upon an exact 
review, he found them to consist of thirty-six thousand 
English, Dutch, French, Danes, and Brandenburghers, 
all well appointed in every respect; from thence he 
marched to Dundalk ; and on hearing that the enemy 
had abandoned Ardee, he immediately proceeded to 
that town.— /Sfory* Continuation, jo. 31. 

King James now thought it was time to move, and 
committing the guard of Dublin to the militia under the 
command of Colonel Simon Luttrel, he marched out of 
it with about six thousand French foot, old and experi- 
enced soldiers, to join the rest of his forces, which 
amounted to almost an equad number with King Wil- 
liam's, besides fifteen thousand in garrisons. After his 
army had assembled, he held a council of war, wherein 
both French and Irish were of opinion, that although 
they had a very advantageous post on the Boyne, yet 
their army being inferior in number and every thing else, 
they would put too much to hazard by venturing a 
battle, and therefore proposed to strengthen their 
garrisons, and march off to the Shannon with the horse 
and a small body of foot, and maintain a defensive war 
until they saw how far matters would go at sea. 

The French king had sent them an assurance that he 
would not only set out a large fleet, but that as soon as 
the squadron that lay in the Irish seas to guard the 
transports and secure King William's passage should 
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sail into the channel to join the English fleet, he would 
send into these seas a fleet of small frigates and priva- 
teers to destroy King William's transports. This scheme 
(Harris, p. 266,) would have proved fatal had it taken 
effect, and the execution of it appeared to be easy and 
certain ; it would have shut up King William in Ireland 
until a new transport '^fleet could be provided, which 
would have been the work of some months, so that 
England might be lost before he could retiu*n to it with 
his army. The expectation of the French fleet to 
destroy the English transports induced James's officers 
to propose the protraction of the war ; but King James 
had other thoughts in bis head, and having secured his 
own retreat by sending orders for a frigate to be in 
readiness at Waterford to carry him off, he was positive 
that his army should stay and defend the Boyne ; in 
this he proved his despondency, or that he preferred 
his own personal safety to the cause of which he had 
been the deluded supporter. He argued, however, with 
some reason, that if they abandoned Dublin they would 
lose their reputation, that the people would leave them 
and capitulate, and all their friends in England and 
Scotland be dispirited ; he therefore told him that he 
resolved to have one fair battle for his crown, and 
many most erroneously apprehended that he would ex- 
pose himself too much, and play the hero dangerously, 
when, as the event soon proved, he played the hero so 
little as to hide himself behind an old church a mile 
from the scene of action, when he ought to have been 
in the front of his army, and sought his rival in the 
hottest of the battle, so as to give no just cause to his 
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brave army to exclaim that if an exchange of kings 
could be effected they would fight the battle again after 
their defeat at the Boyne. But Sir Patrick Trant was 
this day on his way to Waterford to have a ship there 
in readiness to carry the coward to Franco-^/%6 Harris^ 
p. 2G6—Bwmet, v. 2, p. 291. 

In the mean time, William put in practice all the 
arts of an experienced general. Instead of taking one 
station in his army, he rode among the regiments, en- 
couraging the soldiers, ascertaining the state of every 
regiment. An order having been brought to him to 
sign for wine to supply his table, he said he would not 
sign it, but drink water with his soldiers. He slept 
every night in his tent, and was aH day on horseback. 
He flew from place to place, all activity and animation, 
to survey the army, and trusted nothing but what was 
unavoidable to others. While at one time he brought 
up the rear, with an anxiety that engaged the affection 
of his soldiers, at another, with a spirit which inflamed 
them with emulation, he was the foremost in advanced 
parties, if danger seemed to threaten, or the object to 
be known of importance. — DaWympWa Memoirs* 

On the twenty-fourth of June Doctor William King 
was again arrested, and committed prisoner to the 
Castle of Dublin, and at the same time many other 
Protestants of high respectability were imprisoned in 
Trinity College. Sir Thomas Southwell and the Pro- 
testant gentlemen who had been taken prisoners with 
him in the county of Gralway, had, a short time before 
this, been brought up to Dublin in order to be ex- 
changed, were now removed from Whitefriars to the 
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Round Church, m St. Andrew-street, and all the New- 
gate prisoners were put m there along with them ; so 
that the whole were in danger of being suffocated, so 
closely were they crowded together. The other pri- 
soners of war were at the same time removed from 
Kilmainham to St. John's Church. The public contri- 
butions on the Lord's day, which had hitherto been 
very considerable, and a great relief to the multitudes, 
were now altogether intercepted, and the poor, among 
whom were many who had been lately rich, suffered 
much, for the renewal of an order that not more than 
five Protestants should meet in any one place kept the 
churches without congregations — ^few Protestants ven- 
turing to be seeii even in the streets, marked as they 
were by want of arms.— -/mA Joumaly page 4. 

The Irish army, on their retreat from Newry as the 
English approached that town, set it on fire. As soon 
as Duke Schomberg heard of this, he sent a detachment 
of dragoons there, who extinguished the fire, and at 
the same time sent a drummer to General Hamilton to 
give him notice that if the Irish army should commit 
any more such outrages he would give them no quarters. 
This is not mentioned either by Harris, Dalrymple, or 
Leland, but is rec(»rded in a narrative of the battle of 
the Boyne, published by Captain John Richardson, an 
eye-witness, as he calls himself, of the transactions at 
this time. It is accompanied with a map or plan of 
this memorable battle, but has been long out of print. 
It seems to have been carefully written ; and his intro- 
duction to it proves that a more circumstantial account 
of what occurred at this time than has already appeared, 
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with the exception of that of Harris, in his voluminous 
life of King William, now also out of print and very 
scarce, is a desideratum in Irish literature. 

*' In all the accounts of the battle of the Boyne,* says 
Richardson, " no fewer than eight or nine of which have 
been published, the narrative is in too general terms, 
and in several instances repugnant to matter of fact. 
The order of time in the beginning and progress of the 
action is not observed; the manner in which King 
William himself acted is not particularly related ; the 
fall of Schomberg, Walker, and Callimote, misrepre- 
sented. The valour of the Dutch and French Protes- 
tants, who had the greatest share of the transactions, 
and bore the main brunt of the battle in the centre at 
Oldbridge, has not been set forth with such marks of 
honour as they highly deserved. Even the remarkable 
bravery of that regiment of English foot, which, after 
the Danes had fled, stood firm and retained their ground, 
repelling a large body of light horse and heavy dragoons, 
and putting a stop to their pursuit afler the king had 
given the decisive blow, and secured the victory, are 
hardly mentioned at all. Wherefore, that an event 
of so great importance might be transmitted to pos- 
terity in a true and clear light, and justice done to the 
memory of the chief actors and sufferers in it, I have 
written this narrative of the battle, which is more parti- 
cular than any extant, and I presume it will not be un- 
acceptable to all those who have the cause of liberty 
and truth at heart." 

At this time, it being represented to King William 
that it might be too great delay for the commissioners 
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of array in the respective counties of Ireland to wait 
for instructions to be sent to them from him, as to the 
mode to be adopted to put his Protestant subjects in a 
posture of defence, he issued a warrant, stating, that 
having already signed and sent out instructions for the 
commissioners of array in the counties of Dublin, Kil- 
kenny, and the Queen's County, he desired that these 
should be taken as precedents for all the other counties 
and cities in the kingdom, varying only in the necessary 
alteration of names, numbers, and other circumstances. 
He ordered that these instructions should be transmitted 
immediately, with the several commissions of array to 
the respective counties and cities of Ireland, and that 
they should be observed as if they had passed the royal 
signature. 

At this time Lieutenant-General Douglas, at the 
head of ten thousand men, took his route by Armagh, 
Biackwater bank, and Ball's mills, joining King William's 
army, about two miles westward of Dundalk, on the 
28th of June. — Captain Richardson's Narrative. 

As William was approaching Dundalk he took care 
to avoid marching by a road through the low swampy 
ground, where Schomberg's army had been encamped 
and suffered so severely in the preceding year, lest 
even the sight of the scene of past calamities might 
create presages of future ones, and so dishearten the 
soldiers, now in high spirits, and ardent for battle as he 
was himself. — DalrympWs Memoirs. 

Having first fallen back from Dundalk, and afterwards 
from Ardee, although both these towns had been forti- 
fied during the preceding part of the year, James 
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re-crofised the Boyne with his army, and fixed his camp 
in a strong station on the other side of the river. On 
his right lay Drogheda> possessed by one of his garri- 
sons, and on his left was a bog very difficult to pass. 
In his front were the fords of the Boyne, deep and 
dangerous ; the banks of which river were rugged, and 
bounded by old houses, near which were rows of hedges 
in the fields ; the hedges were bounded by a range of 
small hills, and the whole by the village of Donore, 
which stood upon the heights, and commanded the view 
of all below — Dalrymple. 

Three miles farther from the Irish camp was the pass 
of Duleek, on which James depended for his retreat, 
which it was evident he anticipated. — Impartial HUtoty 

Three miles higher up the river stood the bridge of 
Slane, but the bog on the led side of the camp lay 
between it and the bridge, and the communication firom 
one to the other was by a narrow tract of ground at 
the back of the bog. The station was one peculiarly 
secure for a retreat, for behind Donore the village and 
pass of Duleek were such that scarcely ten men abreast 
could make their way through them. — Dal/rymple. 

At break of day on the 30th of June, King William 
marched his army in three columns towards the Boyne,* 
and the advanced guards of horse, commanded by Sir 
John Lanier, moving in good order, arrived by nine 
o'clock within two miles of Drogheda, which was filled 
with Irish soldiers. The view of James's encampment 
was intercepted by some hills to the south-west, so 
that General Scravenmore, who could count but forty- 
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six regiments, spoke with contempt of the enemy's 
numhers. The king observed, that more might be 
behind these hills, and many be stationed in the town ; 
but added that it was his purpose to be speedily ac- 
quainted with their whole strength. — ImparHai History. 
There were several reports in the English camp, of 
the great number and strength of the enemy, which 
Sir Thomas Southwell, recently appointed principal 
secretary of state, affirmed to be false, and grounded 
his opinion on that of his under-secretary, Mr., after- 
wards Sir Richard Cox, and Lord Chancellor of Ireland, 
through whose hands the business of intelligence passed. 
At that juncture an officer who had deserted ft'om the 
Irish camp described to the king the number of the 
enemy in such magnified but plausible terms, that his 
majesty was greatly disconcerted, and told Sir Thomas 
Southwell that he had been misinformed, and that the 
number of the Irish army was greater than he imagined. 
Sir Thomas conununicated the king's doubts, and the 
reasons of them, to Mr. Cox, who still insisted on the 
accuracy of his intelligence, and to ascertain the capa* 
Inlity of the deserter to judge of numbers, asked him 
what he computed the number of the English forces to 
be — he confidently affirmed that they were more than 
double their real number. The king then perceived 
that this was a conceited shallow guesser, and expressed 
himself well pleased at the manner in which he was 
proved to be so. From the hill where the king had 
made his observations on the Irish camp, he rode to the 
pass before the old bridge, from the side of a bank 
within musket shot of the ford, took a nearer view of 
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the situation of the enemy, and some time afterwards 
proceeded to the pass before the village of Oldbridge, 
and from the side of a bank, within musket shot of 
the ford, took a nearer view of their situation, and in 
some short time afterwards went on two hundred paces 
up the river to the west of the camp. While the army 
were marching, he dismounted and sat down upon a rising 
ground for about an hour, and began to write notes of 
what he had observed. — Dalrymple. 

The enemy watched his movements closely, and 
sent about forty horsemen into a ploughed field oppo- 
site to him, and planted two pieces of cannon at the 
corner of a hedge, unobserved. When he mounted 
his horse, they fired at him, and their first shot killed a 
man and horse very near him. This ball was imme- 
diately succeeded by another, which, grazing on the 
bank, rose again and struck the king's right shoulder, 
taking a piece of his coat and ruffling the skin and 
flesh, (Harris^ 267,) and afterwards broke the cock of 
a gentleman's pistol. The wound was, it seems, not so 
slight as has been generally represented, for it disabled 
the king from holding his sword. — Irish Journal, July 
17, 1690. 

Mr. Coningsby, afterwards Earl Coningsby, and one 
of the Lqrds Justices of Ireland, instantly rode up and 
put his handkerchief on the wound, which was imme- 
diately afterwards dressed, the king observing that 
there had been no necessity for the bullets coming 
nearei^ meaning that his death had not been decreed 
to take place at that time, for he was a strong predes- 
tiniurian, which accounts, in some measure, for his 
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emiduct on the next day, which was so opposite to that 
of his pusillanimous rival. — Gazette^ No. 2572. 

His attendants crowded round him, and the enemy 
perceiving their disorder, concluded he was killed, and 
gave a loud shout, which resounded through their whole 
camp ; the report of William's death instantly flew to 
Dublin, and in an incredibly short time reached Paris : 
the guns of the Bastile were fired, and the citizens 
congratulated each other as upon the greatest of all 
victories, the universal joy on the occasion being mani- 
fested by bonfires and illuminations. The king, how- 
ever, soon remounted, and showed himself to his army, 
riding through it to dissipate their apprehensions. He 
continued on horseback, without the least concern, till 
four o'clock, when he dined in the field ; and in the 
mean time the enemy withdrew several squadrons of 
horse, which they had drawn down to be placed near 
the river, as if they intended to pass it and pursue the 
English army, on whose retreat they had rashly calcu- 
lated. In the evening the king mounted hb horse 
again, though he had been up and active firom one 
o'clock that morning. (Harris, 267.) The armies can- 
nonaded each other through the whole of this afternoon 
and evening, but the English batteries played so efiec- 
tually on those of the Irish, that they, before sunset, 
crippled their guns and silenced them : they then can- 
nonaded part of the enemy's camp, and obliged them 
to strike their tents, and remove them out of sight.— 
Captain Richardson's Narrative of the Battle of the 
Boyne. 

At nine o'clock this night King WiUiam called a 
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council of war-*.not to deliberate on what he would do 
next day> but to declare his resolution to pass the river. 
{Harris, 267.) He did not communicate his plan to 
any one of them, and slighted Schomberg's advice 
not to cross the Boyne, which greatly mortified the 
tardy veteran, who would have willingly reduced his 
royal master to the same ruinous inactivity which he 
himself had adopted in the preceding autumn. 

Schomberg finding the king determined to take his 
x)wn way, advised him to send part of his horse and foot 
that night towards the bridge of Slane, which would 
have flanked the enemy's camp, rendered the passage 
there, where it ought, perhaps, to have been made, or 
in front, easier, and have had this advantage, that by 
pasung there the enemy would have been intercepted 
&om the pass at Duleek, which afterwards, in the 
general rout, preserved their army. This advice, which, 
if followed, would have ended the war in one campaign, 
seemed at first to be relished, but being opposed by the 
Dutch generals, Duke Schomberg retired in disgust to 
his tent, and when he soon afterwards received the 
order of battle, he manifested his discontent by saying 
it was the first that evar had been sent to him. Lieu- 
tenant-General Douglas was appointed to command 
the right wing of the foot, and Count Maynard de 
Schomberg, the duke's son, the horse, who were ordered 
to march early on the next morning towards Slane 
bridge, and other fords up the river,'to flank the enemy, 
or to get between their camp and Duleek, whilst a body 
of foot were to force their way at the pass of the old 
bridge.— ijTarm, 267. 
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, James, in the mean time, did not manifest more 
attention to the important pass of Slane than William 
had done, for in his council of war that evening, 
General Hamilton recommended that eight regiments 
should be immediately sent to secure the bridge ; he 
proposed, witli an unaccountable degree of infatuation, 
to employ fifty dragoons in this service. Hamilton, 
astonished at his weak master's absurdity, bowed, and 
remained in silent disgust-^/mpar/ta/ Bisioty, 

The force to be encountered by these fifty dragoons, 
amounted to eight thousand men, according to the 
account given of it by Captain Robert Parker, an eye- 
witness, in his Memoirs of the Military Transactions of 
these times, published by his son in 1746 {page 19)* 
William had so arranged the attack that he was in 
person to descend, with his left wing, to the banks of the 
river, as low down as Drogheda, and there make good 
his passage ; and the command of the centre was given 
to Duke Schomberg. — Harris. 

After all these things had been settled for the action 
of next day, William, still anxious and afraid that some- 
thing might have been omitted, rode through the camp 
by torch-light ; a piece of duty which, by showing the 
ardour and vigilance of the general, tended to commu- 
nicate the same disposition to his officers and soldiers. — 
JDalr^ple. 

William then gave orders that every soldier should 
be provided with a good stock of ammunition, and be 
ready to march at break of day, with a green bough or 
sprig in his hat, to distinguish him firom the enemy, 
who wore pieces of white paper in theirs. The word that 
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night was " Westminster," and at twelve o'clock the 
king retired to bed, after having been up and actively 
occupied for nearly twenty-four hours. 

Never was a more memorable battle fought in the 
west of Europe than that which was to take place next 
day, whether the combatants, or the subject of their 
quarrel, be considered. Two kings in person were to 
contend for the crowns of three kingdoms ; upon whose 
fate that of their respective allies, and that of all Europe, 
depended. As to the event, though like all other 
actions of war, it seemed to be doubtful ; yet upon 
examination of the advantages on both sides, there was 
room to conjectiure to which side victory would incline. 
Both armies were animated by the presence of their 
kings, and both fought for their religion ; but King 
William was at the head of many brave Englishmen, 
who, besides religion, contended also for their laws and 
liberties, and were supported by Dutch and Danish 
veteran troops — strangers to fear, familiar with victory, 
and emboldened by plenty ; whereas, abating the 
French auxiliaries. King James's army was chiefly com- 
posed of an undisciplined rabble, disheartened by 
defeats, and depressed by want. As for the generals, 
not to mention the other officers, there was as much 
disproportion between Schomberg and Lauzun, as be- 
tween their respective kings: the one was a steady, 
experienced officer of great renown, and the other more 
famed for triumphs of gallantry in a dissolute court 
than for hard-earned laurels of war— so that the odds 
lay visibly on the English side, notwithstanding the 
advantageous situation of the Irish camp. The ex-^ 
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pected day being come, Greneral Douglas, about six 
in the morning of the 1st of July, at the head of the 
foot, and Count Schomberg of the horse, to the number 
of ten thousand men — two thousand more than Captain 
Parker reckoned — accompanied by the Lords Portland 
and Auverquerque, directed their march towards the 
bridge of Slane, which the enemy perceiving drew out 
several bodies of horse and foot to oppose them. — 
Store's Continuation^ page 22. 

When the English horse approached the river. Sir 
Neill O'Neill's regiment of dragoons opposed them with- 
out success ; for after receiving a wound of which he 
soon afterwards died, from the unskilfulness of surgeons, 
at Waterford, seventy of his men were killed, and the 
rest repulsed— O^iVet/f* MSS. and Life of King WiU 
liamy Svo, page 269. 

The English then marched over without any diffi- 
culty, and advanced towards the enemy's main body, 
which had been drawn up in two lines. Douglas having 
sent an express to inform King William of his passage, 
drew up his men also in two lines, but having only six 
battalions of foot, to twenty-four squadrons of horse, 
he sent for more foot ; and in the mean time, by the 
Earl of Portland's advice, grounded on the example of 
Caesar at the battle of Pharsalia, he intermixed his horse 
and foot, squadron with the battalions, for their greater 
security. But having received a fresh supply of foot, 
he altered that figure, and drew all the horse to the 
right, whilst his foot moved towards a bog on the left, 
which lay between them and the enemy, and through 
which it was impossible for the horse to march. The 
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Irish observing this movement, and that the foot took 
the bog instead of charging them in it, retreated hastily 
towards Duleek, and being vigorously pursued by Count 
Schomberg, numbers of them were killed and wounded. 
As soon as Duke Schomberg was apprised of his son's 
progress at the right, he urged forward the centre to 
pass the river. The fords were extremely deep, so that 
the soldiers were breast high in the water, holding their 
firelocks above their heads, and many of the horses 
were obliged to swim. 

The Dutch blue guards, exposed to the enemy's fire 
from an entrenchment, where they were advantageously 
posted, with the benefit of an adjoining slated house 
filled with soldiers, passing over the river, in starting 
drew up in two files, fired upon the Irish, and obliged 
them to abandon their entrenchments. But before the 
third battalion of that regiment had passed the ford, 
five battalions of the Irish advanced boldly within 
pistol-shot, but were so warmly received that they 
retreated with the loss of some men. Upon this the 
Dutch advanced beyond the village, and repulsed a 
squadron of King James's horse that attempted to stop 
them. James had caused the breast-works from which the 
opposition to the passage over the river had been made, to 
be manned, giving orders that if his troops would be drawn 
firom them, to retire into a row of houses behind them ; 
if firom the houses, to the hedges ; if firom the hedges, 
to the range of small hills ; if from these, to Donore, 
(which Dalrymple erroneously calls Dromore ;) and if 
they could not make that station good, to retire to 
Duleek, and stop the pursuit by defending that pass. 
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Even in this last order-*one mark of his despondency— 
the unfortunate prince experienced the disobedience of 
his Irish supporters ; for having commanded five thou- 
sand French veterans who had been accustomed to 
works of defence, to place themselves in the breast- 
works and line of houses, the Irish exclaimed that they 
were affronted by this order — ^that the post of honour 
was theirs, and that they would fire upon whomsoever 
should attempt to take it from them. He was therefore 
obliged to place the only force he could depend on 
behind the Irish, among the range of small hills, the 
only place where they could not effectually serve him. 

Ailer these dispositions were made, James took his 
own station upon a height, at the church of Donore, 
firom whence he could view the operations of both 
armies. — Dalrymple, 

At this time a squadron of Lieutenant-General 
Hamilton's horse rode briskly to the bank of the river, 
to oppose the passage of Sir John Hanmer's and Count 
Nassau's regiments, and though they failed in the 
attempt, yet in their retreat falling resolutely upon the 
French foot, part of them broke through La Callimote's 
and Cambone's regiment, which wanted pikes to resist 
their furious career. But the Irish wheeling about 
through the village to rally their men, were intercepted 
by the Dutch and Enniskillen foot, and, after a stout 
resistance, were almost all cut to pieces. 

By this time the Dutch guards being advanced into 
the open fields, the Irish poured down upon them again 
in great numbers, and with redoubled fury ; but the 
Dutch firmly st£tnding their ground, and being rein- 
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forced by other regiments, the Irish were glad to retire ;! 
upon which a fresh squadron of horse advanced to 
support them, but were vigorously repulsed by the 
French Protestants and the Eijniskilleners. 

In the mean time the Danes were led up to the left, 
and the brigades of Hanmer and La MeUioniere to the 
right. The Danes were so valiantly attacked by Ha- 
milton's horse, that they were obliged to give way, and 
some of them repassed the river. (Harris.) The Irish, 
regarding Hamilton with no little pride and fondness, 
as the best officer among their countrymen, were sti- 
mulated by his exertions, and poured down on the 
comers from the river, in their wet clothes, with great 
impetuosity. — Moore's History of the Irish Revolution, 

Hamilton, enraged at the cowardliness of the Irish 
infantry on this trying occasion, who failed in the most 
shameful manner to defend the post of honour from 
which they had arrogantly excluded the French, who 
would have maintained it, took care to supply his horse 
with Dutch courage, by ordering brandy to be dis- 
tributed among them, and then, with a rage which was 
rattier frantic than brave, poured down upon their 
enemies, who had now got clear of most of the hedges, 
and were advancing into the open ground. At the 
same time new troops seemed to be starting from the 
ground — for the French, who had been hitherto undis- 
covered, rose now among the little hills, appearing 
more numerous than they were, by the aid which the 
interposition of objects gave to the imagination, and 
because they rose to view only by degrees. This body 
advanced to support ^amilton's charge, with an order 
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Strongly contrasted with his want of it The double 
shock threw the centre of the English army into dis- 
order. The Dutch stopped — the French Protestants 
were broken through — th^ English advanced slowly — 
the Danes, without waiting to be attacked, turned 
round and fled back through the river — ^part of Hamil- 
ton's dragoons plunged into it after them. CallimotCy 
who commanded the French Protestants, the faithful 
partner of Schomberg in all his fortunes, was rode 
down, being mortally wounded, and as he was carried 
off by four soldiers he called to those who were passing, 
" A la glorie, mes enfans, a la glorie." Schomberg 
perceiving this disorder, and that the French Protes- 
tants were lefl without a commander, passed the river 
in such a hurry that he could not be persuaded by 
Monsieur Foubert, his aid-de-camp, to put on his 
armour. He passed Callimote at some little distance 
in the water without perceiving him. As soon as he 
got over the river he encouraged the French soldiers, 
by calling on them to behold their persecutors, pointing 
to the French Papists. He had scarcely pronounced these 
words when fifteen or sixteen of King James's guards, 
who were returning in full speed to their main body, 
after the slaughter of their companions, and whom the 
French refugees suffered to pass, thinking them to be 
of their side, fell furiously on the duke, and gave him 
two wounds on the head, which, however, were not 
mortal. The regiment of Cambon hereupon found 
their error, but committed a greater one by firing rashly 
on the enemy, by which means they shot the duke in 
the neck, of which he instantly died, and Monsieur 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



164 HISTOBT OF IBEIiANDy FROM BELIEF OF DEBET 

Foubert dismounting to relieve him, was shot in the 
aim^^Gazette, No. 2573. ffarrig, 269. 

The report which passed current in the army this day, 
was, that Duke Schomberg y^sa shot by a trooper who 
had deserted firom his own regiment about a year before, 
and was then in King James's guards. He fell in the 
eighty-fourth year of his age. — Parket^s Memoirs.* 

Not long after the death of Schomberg, the renowned 
George Walker, who has so highly distinguished him- 
self in the defence of Londonderry, received a wound 
in the belly, which he survived but a few minutes, 
dying in the seventy-first or seventy-second year of 
his age, and leaving the bishopric of Derry, to which he 
had been appointed by King William, vacant. 

It was reported that when King William heard of 
Walker's death at the Boyne, he exclaimed, *< Fool 
that he wag> what brought him there ?" Words which, 
says Dalrymple, dishonoured the living, not the 
dead. But^ this circumstance is not mentioned by 
the indefatigable Harris, the most minute and satisfac- 
tory of historians ; nor is it recorded in the memoirs of 
Captain Parker, nor the narrative of Captain Richard- 
son—both engaged in this action ; nor does Leland 
mention it. It is, therefore, probable that these words 
were never used ; and, indeed, the king was too intensely 
occupied at the time to be likely to make any reflections 
on the death of Walker, as to his imprudence in being 

* The Duke of Berwick says in his Memoirs, that an exempt 
and some life-guards killed Schombeig, mistaking him for the 
Prince of Orange, on account of some blue ribbons which he wore. 
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present and engaged in the battle.^ Harris says he was 
so active, so animated, that he seemed to be every 
where, directing all the movements around him by his 
conduct. His courage was now called on to have a 

* Id the Church of Castlecaulfield, in the county of Tjrrone, of 

which Walker had been Rector at the time he went to the siege 

of Deny, is a monument of him in excellent preservation, on 

which, under his arms, is the following inscription :— 

P. M. S. 

Hie juzta lector 

Reverendi Georgii Walker, S.T.D. 

Hujus Parochise olim Rectoris, 

Ossa reconduntur, 

Rle cujus vigilantia et virtute, 

Londiniderriensis civitas, 

Anno MDCLXXXIX; 

Fidei hostibus 

Liberata stetit 

Ad Boandi fluminis 

ripam 

Pro eadem causa advenus easdem 

hostes, 

Anno MDCXC, 

Occisus cecidit ; 

Ckijus reliquiis et memorits 

MoBstissima adhuc vidua, 

Isabella Walker, 

Hoc monumentum posuit 

Anno MDCCIII. 

Saxo autem Tama erit perennior. 

Nee futura minus quam prsBsentia ssecula 

Tarn purum militem, tam fortem sacerdotem 

MiiabuDtur. 
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share in the honour of the day s accompanied by the 
Prince of Denmark, he passed the river with the left 
wing of the horse, at a ford within a mile of Drogheda, 
though with some difficulty, his horse being bogged as 
he got near the other side, in so much that he was 
obliged to dismount till one of his attendants assisted 
him to extricate his horse and remount. (Harris^ 269*) 
There is a tradition in Fermanagh that the name of 
this man was David M*Kinlay, and that he was one of 
the Enniskillen dragoons. 

At the head of foiur troops of the Enniskillen horse, 
one regiment of Danish horse, and another of English 
foot, the king drew his sword as he was approaching the 
river, and told the Enniskillen men that having heard 
a great deal of their bravery, he now had no doubt of 
witnessing it.* The four captains thereupon requested 

* James Graham, of Mullaghbrady, 

in the; county of Fermanagh, 

Great Grandfather of the Author 

of this book, had the honor 

to be a Coniet in the 

Enniskillen Dragoons 

at this time ; 

He died at Clones, in 1724, 

and his remains were 

interred in the 

Churchyard 

of 
Magheravilly. 
« A hero of a race renowned of old. 
Whose war-cry oft hath waked the battle swell, 
When Caledonia's foes before them fell." 

SOLA NOBIUTAT YIBTUB. 
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his majesty not to expose his person to so great danger 
by crossing the river within shot of the enemy, but his 
reply was, " No, I will see you over." When the king 
was in the middle of the river, a regiment of Irish dra- 
goons was posted on a rising ground within shot of the 
ford, and fired at him ; they immediately retreated to a 
body of horse drawn up at a little distance behind them 
in a fallow field. A bullet struck the cap of the king's 
pistol. Captain Blashford had his horse shot under 
him, and there was one man killed, which was all the 
execution done here. As soon as the king went up to 
the place which the Irish dragoons had quitted, he 
drew up the four troops of the Enniskillen horse, and 
then ordered them to attack the enemy, which they did 
with great intrepidity, charginj^ them sword iji hand.-^ 
Richardson's Nai^rative, 

William, throwing off the bandage from his shoulder, 
which had been wounded on the preceding day, was 
now seen at the head of the Enniskillen m^n, and other 
troops which had crossed the water with him, brandish- 
ing his sword, which he held with no small pain, from 
the stifiiiess of his arm and the soreness of the wound, 
inflaming his men with his voice, and preparing them 
to fall on the enemy's flanlf . The Irish, being double the 
number of those the king had with him, were advancing 
towards him with fury, and had got within musket shot 
of his infantry, when, at the sight of the preparations 
made to receive them, they suddenly stopped, and 
retired to King James at Donore, which lay up a hill, 
and was about half a mile from the pass by which 
William had crossed the river. The English pursued, and 
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came up to them at this village, the infantry in advance, 
the cavalry, headed by King William, following them. — 
Harris, 269- 

In the mean time all the Irish forces, except that 
part of it which was retiring before Duleek, were 
gathering from all quarters round James. They now 
faced about vigorously, and forced the English cavalry 
to give way, though headed by King William. {Ha/inis,) 
With the presence of mind which characterizes cou- 
rage, William rode up to the Enniskilleners and a^ed 
them, what they would do for him — ^their commanding 
officer telling them that it was the king who was doing 
them the honour to lead them on. They then boldly 
advanced, and, with William at their head, received the 
enemy's fire, after which, wheeling to the left to bring 
up the English^cavalry again, the Enniskilleners, through 
mistake, retired after him a few yards, which exhibited 
an appearance of their retreating. This caused the 
king to go back no farther than a little towards the left, 
where he headed some Dutch troops who had been 
advancing, while the Enniskilleners, grown saosible of 
their error, went on again successfully to the charge.-^ 
Harris, 

. In this place Duke Schomberg's regiment of horse, 
composed of French Protestants, and strengthened by 
an unusual number of officers, behaved with undaunted 
resolution, like men who fought for that kingdom which 
had given shelter to them and their families gainst 
their persecuting countrymen. 

The battle was now maintained cm each side with 
almost equal ardour, and with variety of fortune.' 
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William mingled in the hottest part of the engage- 
ment, and was constantly exposed to danger. One of 
his own troopers, mistaking him for an finemy, pre- 
sented a pistol at his head ; he calmly put it aside, 
saying, " What ! do you not know your friend ?" 
Another would have shot him, for it se^ms odd that the 
king's dress did not sufficiently mark him. But strange 
events occur in the haste and ardour of battle ; every 
thing passes like a flash of lightning. The presence of 
such a commander could not fail to give double vigour 
to his soldiers. 

At this place the battle lasted half an hour, with 
various success, representing in the standards, the 
looks, the dresses, and the language of the combatants, 
the horrors of civil and foreign war, intermixed with 
each other. While men of different nations were op- 
posed to each other, in some places French fought 
against French subjects, British with British in others, 
and again, Irish against Irish. — Dakymple. 

About this time, a party under Lieutenant-General 
GiNGKLE, charged in a lane to the lefl of the scene of 
action, but being soon overpowered there by the Irish, 
he was forced to give way. This was observed by a 
party of Sir Albert Cunningham's and Colonel Levis- 
ton's dragoons, and they dismounted, lined a hedge 
and a ruined house which flanked the lane, and fired on 
the enemy. Ginckle continued in the rere, endeavour- 
ing to make his men maintain their ground, and was in 
some danger from the English dragoons, who, however, 
did a great piece of service by stopping the enemy's 
bold advance, and the Dutch horse rallying to the 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



170 HlStOBT OF lEBLAXIS^ FBOM BSUEF OF DERBT 

right, the enemy, ftfter half an hour's sharp dispute, 
were he^n back with considerable loasif-^GoMiUiy 
No. 2573, 

In the mean time, as to what passed at Oidbrid^e, 
nft&c the eentre of William's army had got clear of tiie 
Irish entvenchHaents, the yills^e, the hedges, and the 
hills behind all, their padi was between two steep hiHi, 
descending into a plain, in whidi the Dutch l^ue 
guards, Callimot'e's regiment, and St. Joihn's rcgimetvt 
of Derrymen, drew up under the > fire of the English 
artillery, which played furiously on the Irish entrench- 
ment, tbeite, beat it down in sevieral pkoes, and killed 
s<Hne men in it. Here a regkneiii of Irish horse at- 
tempted to take theea in the flank, but were repidsed 
by their fire with loss. f 

Immediately afterwards, these three regiments, aad 
the other English forces with them, were a^ia apr 
preached by the Irish, who, afler coming near ^em, 
fired two or three rounds, and retreated in the smoke, 
until they got out of reach of the English shot. When 
the smoke cleared up, no enemy was to be seen, and 
the same three regiments just mentioned marched 
slowly after them to the top of a small hill, from which 
they saw that the Irish camp wa9 abandoned, and the 
army on the retreat A little before this time^ Lieu- 
tenant-General Hamilton, finding that his §0Qi did not 
answer his expectation, put himself at the head of the 
horsQ, which was also routed in a diort time^ he ;re- 
ceiving a wound in the head, and being taken pri- 
soner. When he was brought befiure the king, his 
majesty, who ought to have suffered the question to be 
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asked by one of the officers near him, inquired whether 
Hamilton thought the Irish would fight any more* 
*^ Yes, sir/' he answered, '< upon my honour, I think 
they will." The king then disdainfully looked on him> 
and turning about, exclaimed once or twice, "^otir 
honour r' intimating that the honour was not to be 
relied on, which had been forfeited by the prisonw's 
taking part with James, after having been pledged to 
himself* Thisi however, was. all he suffered for his 
breach of trust. 

Count Schomberg, , incensed at the death of his 
father, now joined in the pursuit of the enemy with 
gi^eat fury, and they^ were driven several miles beyond 
Duleek, the roads and adjoining fields being soon 
covered with their dead bodies ; nor did he and the 
troops with him desist from the slaughter, till the Earl 
of Portland, by King William's express command, 
obliged them to return to the pUcG where the foot 
halted, and remained under arms all night. Hamilton's t 
opinion was erroneous, for as soon as he was taken, the 
battle was over ; and Captain Richardson's account of 
the pursuit i& more circumstantial than that of Harris, 
or any other writer who gave an account of this 
memorable engagement. He says, that after HamiltoB 
had been taken before King William's face, and his 
body of horse entirely routed, the whole English 
cavalry followed the enemy in a long pursuit. Drawing 
up on a plain near Quleek, they were joined by the 
right wing under General Douglas, and the enemy, 
&cing about, it was thought at first that they intended 
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to renew the fight, and to dispute the pass ; for which 
reason the English cavalry stood still a good while, until 
the enemy went off, which ' they did at the approach of 
the English artillery ; whereupon the cavalry inarched 
immediately after them through the pass, but as this 
took up some time, the rere-guard of the Irish army 
got a mile before them. 

Our cavalry then again pursued them very rapidly^ 
and might have come up with them, and have cut them to 
pieces, but as it was thought that the war was termi- 
nated, King William, who was a merciful as well as a 
valiant prince, was pleased to put an end to the pur- 
suit, and to prevent the farther effusion of blood. 

In the course of this memorable night, the Duke of 
Berwick, who came up with his cavalry just as the last 
of King James's troops were passing the brook of 
Duleek, received orders to march for Dublin, and he 
observed in his memoirs, that young Schomberg, who 
80 fiercely revenged the death of his father, was a better 
general than King William, who suffered the Irish to 
retreat without molestation. 

Among those of distinction killed on the Irish side 
at this battle, were the Marquis of Harquincourt, and 
Captains Arundel, Ashton, Dungan, and Fitzgerald, 
the Earl of Garlingford, Sir Charles Tooke, Major 
O'Meara, and Monsieur D' Amanda. The Duke of 
Berwick, after having a horse shot under him, was 
beaten down, trampled^ and bruised, and was with 
great difficulty saved by a trooper. Sheldon had two 
horses shot under him. The Duke of Berwick says, in 
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his Memoirs, that the Irish did not lose more than one 
thousand men. 

The number of slain in this battle was not near so 
great on either side as it is commonly represented, be- 
cause the situation of the ground was such, that the 
English could attack the enemy only in small parties 5 
and the defeat of their right wing by King William, in 
the beginning of the battle, hastened the retreat of the 
whole army, and it is no easy matter to bring a body 
of troops together that have been let loose for a pur- 
suit. Before this could be done, the centre of the 
army, attacked by Duke Schomberg at the old bridge, 
got out of reach, so that by the best of my conjecture, 
they had not above eight or nine hundred men killed 
in the whole action. 

Dalrymple says, that two thousand of the Irish were 
killed, and that the English did not lose a fourth part 
of that number. 

Mr. George Moore, author of a History of the Revo- 
lution of 1688, says, that the entire loss of the Irish did 
not exceed two thousand men, and that there were about 
forty thousand combatants engaged on each side in this 
battle. 

Ckptain Robert Parker, of the royal regiment of foot, 
who was engaged with them this day, says, in his Me- 
moirs, published in Dublin, by his son, in 1776, that he 
had met with several accounts of this battle, some of 
them very particular in reciting all the charges and 
repulses that bad been made on both sides, as if it had 
lasted the greatest part of the day, and the field bad 
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been covered with slain. But, after all, the enemy 
made but a poor fight of it, as may appear by the loss 
on both sides. The enemy had not quite eight 
hundred Idlled, and about as many taken prisoners, 
and there were not above five hundred killed, and as 
many wounded, in King William's army. 

Doctor Leland, in his History of Ireland, Vol. III. 
page 588, says, that the loss of the Irish in this engage-; 
ment was computed at fifteen hundred, that of William's 
scarcely amounted to one-third of this number. 

Captain Richardson says, << As to our loss in this 
action, of the Blue Dutch battalion, who, to their im- 
mortal honour, bore the main brunt of the battle in 
the centre, there fell an hundred or upwards, which 
were near as many as were lost in our whole army be- 
sides. In all the battles that I have read of, never did 
so small a number of men behave better than those 
Dutchmen did. Callimote's regiment of French Pro- 
testants, who likewise gave sufficient proof of their 
valour, lost eighteen men. It is remarkable, that it so 
fell out in this battle, that they defeated a much greater 
number of their countrymen, who were reckoned the 
best soldiers in King James's army, whereby they chas- 
tised their persecutors, and triumphed over them. 

Walter Harris says, in his Life of King William, 
page 270, that James's whole loss, at the battle of the 
Boyne, was computed at fifteen hundred, though some 
reckoned it not to have exceeded half that number, 
among whom were Lords Carlingford and Dungan, and 
Sir Neill O'Neill; the latter, however, was only 
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ivita^d^ in his aticanpfc to stop the passage of Qenetai 
Hom^M* ad the bridge of ^lane, with his raiment of 
ditgooiift i but} as already cecorded from an authentic 
maftUM^r^ of the noble fasitly of O'NeiUy he died at 
Waterford from, the unskilfuhieis of the surgeons who 
attellded him there. 

Ob Kmg Williiuxi'a side, Harris adds, that about five 
hutidred feU> and th^t others said ihuch fewer, an in* 
QOnsideirable losa fbn so great a victory, had not the re-^ 
nowned. Wicker, Schomberg, ismd Gallimote, been of 
theniUBb^^ 

,. When UMg battle ceased, on the Irish aide^ Count 
{<«U9un repreaeoled to King James, who^ durii^ th^ 
t|i^l^ battle* had atood with some squadrons of horse 
qn. the.hiU of DoOote, bow aeaf he was b^ing sur* 
vctm^ded^addii^ that he ^ight to think of nothing hut 
4. retrebt,. which he doubted not ta make good withthe 
m9»y bfav0 <^c<r» then about him» and the remains oi 
1^ Frendi atid Swiss troops. The unfortunate prince 
was well inclined to take this advice, and marched off to 
Puleek, attended by Sarsfield's regiment, and from 
thence got in great haste to Dublin, whilst Count 
Lvizun, Sheldon, and other oflicers, disposed all things 
for a retreat, which they effected in very good order. 

. King William received no hurt in the action, though 
he was in the height of it, and a cannon ball took away 
a piece of one of his boots. He acted the part of the 
greatest general, chose the field, disposed the attack, 
drew up the army, charged \he enemy several times. 
Supported his forces when they began to shrink, and 
was such a poise for inclining yictory to his own side, 
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that the Irish themselves declared that if the English 
would exchange kings with them, they would fight the 
battle over again. However, both kings have been 
equally blamed, the one for not improving the advaiw 
tage of his victory, and the other that of his retreat* 
The writers in favour of James say« that King William 
might have marched to4>ublin directly — a place open 
and unfortified, and could have thus prevented the Irish 
from embodying any more, and from securing Limerick 
and Galway, and several other important places; that 
he was also guilty of an oversight in not sending imme* 
diately after the battle a detachment of ten thousand 
men towards Athlone and Limerick, being as near 
those places as the enemy were at Dublin; for, "if 
that had been done, Limerick and Galway, terrified by 
the loss of the battle at the Boyne, would certainly 
have received the conqueror." But William had good 
reasons for what he did : he knew the French fleet was 
hovering about the English coast, and, therefore, 
thought it no policy to divide his army> or draw thera 
from the sea, whence he had his support ; and as King 
James's losses had been very inconsiderable, he might 
h&we easily rallied his troops, and by taking advantage 
of several passes between the Boyne and Dublin have 
had another day for it. The partizans of King Wil- 
liam censured James for leaving Ireland so precipitately, 
and blame his generals for not having collected the 
remains of a defeat which cost them but a few men. 

The following account of the state of aliu*m and 
anxiety in Dublin at this time, is taken from a work 
entitled " A True and Perfect Journal of the Afiairs of 
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Irriand ^nce King William's Arrival in that Kingdom, 
by a Person of Quality," published this year in London. 

" Now, as to us in this place, we were awakened 
Tepy early on this Tuesday morning by an alarm, and 
the news that there would be a battle. The gates 
were kept strictly ^guarded, and the Protestants kept 
their houses. The issue we expected with the greatest 
apprehensions. Several reports were spread abroad 
every hour: one while, that the French fleet was in our 
bay ; another, that an express had arrived firom Water- 
ford with the news of the taking of the Isle of Wight by 
the French, and of their having gone to Dover — then 
that the English right wing was quite routed — then that 
the Prince of Orange was taken prisoner ; but at five 
o'clock that afternoon, some that had made their escape 
an. tired horses, told us that the Irish were much 
worsted, and others, at six o'clock, that they were 
totally defeated. From this time until one o'clock next 
nuHming, all the enUrances to the city were filled with 
dusty, wounded, and tired soldiers, perpetually coming 
in, some of them with carriages of different kinds. We 
also saw several of King James's horse-guards coming 
in straggling, without pistols or swords ; next night 
he came in with about two hundred horse, all in dis- 
order." 

The first news that reached Dublin was, that King 
James had got the victory, that Schomberg was killed, 
and King William taken prisoner — afflicting news to 
ihe poor, suffering, and insulted Protestants, the con- 
siderable men of whom were confined in prisons in 

i2 
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many parts of the tovm, and could see no eid of theit 
miseries if this news should prove true* But) towards 
night, such as were at liberty saw, and soon reported 
their sentiments to the prisoners) that they observed 
sevaral officers arrive in town in grent eonftnion and 
disorder, some of them wounded, «nd all with looks 
inexpressive of victory, fhnn ^ence they drew better 
omens. 

About nine o'clock, King James himself arrived in 
Dublin, in great disorder, escorted by about two hun« 
dred horse. The Duchess of Tirconnell met him at 
the castle gate, and after he was up stairs, asked what 
his majesty would eat for supper^^e replied by relating 
what break&st he had got, and told her that he had but 
little appetite for supper. This lady was the La Belle 
Jennings mentioned in Orammont's Memoirs ; she was 
sister of the Duchess of Marlborough, and widow of 
Count Hamilton, when she re-married with Tirconndl $ 
it was reported at diis time, that in return for the kind-*- 
ness with which he was received by the lady on the 
night of his arrival in the castle of Dublin, aifter his 
defeat at the Boyne, he sarcastically complimented the 
fair Vice-Queen on the alertness of her countrymen's 
heels. The high-spirited beauty replied, that in that 
respect his Majesty had the advantage of them all. It 
was observed on this occasion that tiie Duchess was not 
a lady formed by nature to suckle fools or chronicle 
small beer. It has been since said that she was reduced 
to such poverty after Tirconnell^ death, that she was 
obliged to live by keeping a milliner's stall in one of the 
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fiiitlets of the Roynl Exchange, L^onddn. But rdiitdd to 
mA connected with some of the first fAiniUes in H^ 
reaim as Aat lady was, it is improbable that thi» coul4 
faaye been the case; and we have the aiithprity oC 
White, the Westmeath poet, quoted in Pi^'s life of 
Oliver Gokbmith, that j^ lived in a hi^ly r^ectable 
iyuovner in Dublin, aitd died there, at her lodginga oo 
Oirmond'^uayf on Su|>day the 7th of March, 1739^1. 
White p^Usbed «i elegy on her death ;. and in a. i^t^ 
Impended to it s|at^ tha^ five peers of the realm w^e 
deffcedded firom her. Among the lines, eighty in 
nui^ber, are the foflQwing-^ 

« Uroonnel onee the boast of British isles, 

Who gained the hearts of heroes by her smites ; 

Whose wit and charms throughout all Europe rung ; 

From whom so many noble peers have sprung ; 

Whose virtue, carriage, parts, and graceful mien, 

Made her a fit companion for a queen ; 

With every grace and every virtue blest, 

Admhred by all, and in all reigns caressed ; 

But now, alas, infirmity and age, 

At length have snatch'd her from tbs mortal stage; 

Let Marlborough, with her numerous o%mng, mourn, 

No inore to expect her sister's saie return.'* 

The noble author of the Journal already quoted then 
proceeds, in his account of the state of DuUin, after 
Jameses ft^i^g. to it — 

<« We cosichKied now it had been a general route 
af the Irish at the Boyne» and that the £nglish army 
were, just ready to come into town ; but were greatly 
surprised) wlvn, in an hour or two afterwardb, we heard 
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the whole body of the Irish horse were coming in, in 
very good order, with kettle drums, hautboys, and 
trumpets, and a great party of foot. These being 
a liitle rested, marched out of town again to meet 
the English, who were supposed to draw nigh. 

*^At five o'clock this morning, Wednesday, the 
second of July, King James having sent for the Lord 
Mayor and some of the principal persons to the castle, 
told them that he found all things against him, that in 
England he had an army which would have fought, but 
they proved false and deserted him ; that here he had 
an army which was loyal enough, but would not stand 
by him ; that he was now necessitated to provide for 
his own safety, and that they should make the best 
terms for themselves that they could. He told his 
menial servants that he had now no farther occasion for 
them, and they were at liberty to dispose of t^emselves.r 
He desired them to be kind to the Protestants, and not 
to injure them or the city, for though he quitted it, he 
did not quit his interest in it ; and so, with two or three 
in his company, he went to Bray, attended by the 
Dukes of Berwick and Tirconnell, the Marquess of 
Powis, and others, and from that along by sea to 
Waterford, having appointed his carriages to meet him 
another way. We hear he did not sleep till he got on 
ship-board. All this day, being Wednesday, we see 
nothing in Dublin but officers and carriages, and the 
principal persons of the town, their wives and families 
' going away, others coming in dusty and weary, and 
getting away as fast as they could. The gates were 
still kept by the militia, and the castle by two hundred 
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and fifty of the governor's foot soldiers, who still 
threatened that before they left the town they would 
bum and plunder us. This of a long time had been 
their talk, though King James said it was a* report 
raised by the Protestants, to make him odibus; yet some 
Irish persons of note advised their Protestant friends a 
few days before this to leave Dublin, because they 
would not be safe in it. 

" We knew not what to think of ourselves, but hoped 
the English were so near as to prevent this mischief; but 
i^xmt four o'clock in the afternoon, instead of them, we 
perceived the Irish horse, which had been drawn out in 
the morning, and which we hoped had been quite gone, 
entering the city, followed by the French and Irish foot 
in full body. Presently a report ran through the town 
that it was going to be burned, and the Roman Catho- 
lics who had fled for retreat into Protestants' houses, 
began to look briskly on those who had harboured them, 
for all this time we knew nothing of what King James 
had said in the morning. But it soon pleased God to 
deliver us from these fears, for all these forces marched 
through the town without doing any injury, and were 
drawn up by Lord Tirconnell on the other side of it in 
order to march farther. The militia followed them — 
only the governor remained. At last he also resolved to 
march, and to drive two or three hundred Protestants 
before him ; but while he was preparing for this, a false 
alarm was spread that a party of the English, having 
landed at the harbour, were just at the town's end. It 
was too dusky to disprove this by view, and they had 
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not leisture to send a messenger, but in haste shifted for 
themselves. 

^ The Protestants now began to look out, not knowing 
in what condition they were, but venturing to the caatl^ 
some of theift found Captain*^ Farlowe, who had beejd a 
pritoner there, keeping garrison alone* Upon tbil, 
Captain Fitzgerald and several others who had been 
prisoners, went and stayed there all night. Still we 
were very insecure, and had no arms. 

'< Early next morning, Thursday, the Protestants ran 
about to Roman Catholic houses^ demanding . their 
arms, who, being quite dispirited, delivered them with- 
out disputes; but the Galway prisoners and others 
committed outrage in taking arms. 

^^We did not until the afternoon of this day 
hear a word of the English army; meanwhile we 
had reports that the Irish and French were coming 
back, which gave a damp to our brisknesa ; but this 
blowing over, and the certain account of the English 
army being come, we now perceived ourselves to be at 
liberty. 

** The Protestants ran about saluting and embracing 
one another, and blessing God for this wonderful deli- 
verance, as if they had been raised from the dead; the 
streets were filled with crowds and shouts, and the poor 
Roman Catholics npw lay in the same terrors as we had 
done some few days before. 

^< At eight o'clock that ni^ht, two troops of dri^Qon^ 
came as a gui^d to an officer who had been sent to take 
charge of the stores. It was impossible that even the 
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king himself coming after thid could be welcomed with 
equal joy as this one troop. The Proteistants hung 
about the horses, and were ready to pull the men off 
them as they marched up to the castle. 

*< I am told by one that viewed the dead, that there 
was not above one thousand killed on both sidesi.^ This 
corroborates Captain Richardson's statement of the 
number, who makes out the loss on the Irish side to be 
only eight or nine hundred, that on the ^English little 
more than two hundred ; so that it was quite erroneous 
to reckon the Irish loss fifteen hundred or two thousand, 
and the English five hundred. 

The noble writer of the Journal above quoted then 
proceeds thus — 

" Perhaps you may hear of greater numbers having 
been killed, as it seems wonderftil that so small a loss 
should disperse the whole Irish army, who seemed to 
be blown away by a wind of God. The main body of 
them is supposed to be about Limerick, but the oppo- 
sition they will give depends very much on the success 
of the fleets. 

" The Irish have ravaged the country all the way in 
their retreat, and Goo only knows what miseries the 
poor Protestants who are yet under their power must 
endure. Some part of the army, it is said, will be sent 
to be put on board the English fieet, and another part 
of it to Flanders. Great inquisition is made ftfter RGfrnan 
Catholic goods ; but the Protestants who have suffered 
all this time among them, seem to be much better 
tempered than thbse who came from England**---^. IS. 

In the general alarm on the news of the defeat of die 
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Irish at the Boyne reaching Dublin^ Captain Robert 
Fitzgerald, son of George, sixteenth Earl of Kildare^ 
thought it time to endeavour to prevent the city from 
being plundered and. burned by the retreating soldiers 
and the mobs attending them. He was then, and had 
been for some time, a close prisoner in the college, with 
above fifty others of all ranks : but now forcing from his 
restraint, he sent a fellow-prisoner with two or three 
servants' to the castle, with a letter to Mr. Spike, who, 
though a Protestant, had kept the keys of it for King 
James, in which he inquired the condition of the 
place, and demanded of him to deliver it up to Sir 
Robert Gore, with which he complied. 

Captain Fitzgerald, now accompanied by Doctor 
Digby, Bishop of Limerick, Dean Bourke, and eight 
or nine other gentlemen, went out of the college towards 
the city, and at the end of Lord Charlemont's house 
were stopped by a sentinel, but they pushing forward, 
asked by whose orders he stood there — he answered, by 
his officer's, that the guard was at hand, and he would 
fire on them if they advanced nearer. On this Captain 
Reynolds took away his fire-arms. Captain Fitzgerald 
at the same time seizing his sword. As Fitzgerald 
passed through the streets further into the city, with 
the sentinel's sword in his hand, the inhabitants threw 
open their windows and doors, crying aloud, here is 
Captain Fitzgerald, we are now safe. At the Custom- 
house he found the collector of excise securing the 
revenue papers with great diligence, and leaving a smaU 
number of men to guard that place, he proceeded into 
the city. Finding all well at the castle^ he found several 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



TO THE SU&RENDER OP LIMERICK. 185 

crowds of people in Castle-street, contriving how to 
plunder the houses of the Roman Catholics, with whom 
he so argued upon the situation of affairs, that he pre- 
vailed on them to desist and have better thoughts, and 
they gave him assurances that they would do nothing 
that night but by his directions. 

Crovernor Luttrell and his deputies had gone off early 
that morning, and by this time about fifty men were 
gathered at the end of Skinner-row, and in the midst 
of them a gentleman, with the keys of the city in his 
hands. Sir Thomas Newcomen, Mr. Whitshed, and 
other principal citizens, who had been for some time 
before in the streets to prevent disorder, had at this 
time joined Captain Fitzgerald and his friends. Fitz- 
gerald asked the gentleman who held the keys of the 
city, by what authority he kept them ; he replied, by 
an authority better than his. Whereupon, closing on 
him, Fitzgerald took the keys from him, and then he 
assumed a civiller tone, saying, that he and all the party 
with him had been seeking the Captain to present him 
with the keys. Nearly an hundred Protestants then 
joined this party ; Captain Fitzgerald ordered sixty of 
them with corporals appointed by himself on the spot, 
to the several gates of the city, and ten to the mint 
office ; after which he passed to the main-guard, where he 
found a militia officer on duty, and about thirty men 
with their arms- loaded and matches lighted. It was a 
long time before this officer would admit of a parley, 
and he threatened every moment that his men would 
fire ; but hearing of the danger that he would incur by 
such an act, and that his hope of mercy depended in 
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his giving up the guard instantly, he delivered vp his 
pike to Captain Fitzgerald, and the men laid down their 
arms at his feet; which he immediately put into Protes- 
tant hands, and he gave the command to Captain 
Slaughter, idio had been his fellow-prisoner. 

He then went to the castle, where he found easy 
admittance from the friends he had previously sent 
there, under the command of Sir Robert Gore and 
Captain Farlowe, to guard the place. Having abttut 
midnight placed all his guards, and ordered the rounds, 
he went to a friend's house in the city^ acoon^Mttiied 
by Doctor Digby, the Bishops of Meath md Limerick, 
Dean Bourke, Doctor William King, and several 
gentlemen who bad formerly been in his own troop, 
£rom whence tbey wrote a letter to King WilliioQ giving 
him an aocount of those transactions ; they informed 
him of James's d^mrture from Dublm, Jidy 3rd^ at four 
o'dock in the morning, having assembled a small cpuQCil 
at eleven o'clock on the preceding night; thi^t Lord 
Tirconnell, General Lauzun, and the other grandees of 
the Irish army, arrived in Dublin late in the morning of 
that day, the remaining forces which they computed to 
be about five thousand in number, having been in 
arms, but not willing to unite or make a fighting body» 
In the course of that day they stated that the Lord 
Chancellor, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and all 
the PajMSt Judges left the city, which, by the flight of 
the governor and his deputy, was then at his Majesty's 
disposal, and the keys of the city and the castle in the 
hands of Captain Fit2gerdd. 
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In about six hoursaflerwards, tiiesame gentlemen sent 
off anodier letter, infonning the king that they had put 
a few of the Protestants in Dublin into the best posture 
of de&nce they could, but would not be able to pre- 
serve themselves without his assistance; beseeching 
him to send speedily such forces as should seem meet 
to him, for the safety of the city and its inhabitants ; 
for they had been certainly informed that the Irish 
army, which had deserted Dublin, had withdrawn no 
fartlier from it than to Naas, within twelve miles of the 
city; and they feared the unruliness of the rabble, 
whom they apprehaMied they would be unable to keep 
iiithin the bounds of their duty. 

After the letter had been written, they stated in a 
postscript, that within six miles of the city there was 
a considerable body of horse and foot on their return 
to the city ; and that three ships had arrived in the har- 
bour, commanded by Captain Dover, and had landed 
some men, which was all the assistance they expected 
till they should hear from his Mi^esty. 

The first of these letters had scarcely been written 
and signed, when Captain Fitzgerald received private 
information that there were at least a thousand of the 
French in arms, who'had returned from the camp ; and 
at the same time, he got a letter from Alderman Black- 
hall, informing him that they were setting fire to the 
dty in his quarter. 

On this, he hastily signed the letter to King William, 
and sent it off by Counsellor Dixon and Mr. Babe, Col- 
lector of the Excise ; and with about thirty men went 
to the place where the danger seemed greatest. The 
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incendiaries having heard that the whole city was in 
arms, took flight as Fitzgerald and his party approached 
them, and fled out of the town. Happening to find the 
man who had been putting fire to the thatched houses 
in Kevin-street, he seized him before much damage 
ensued; who being a French soldier, and obeying the 
orders of the major of his regiment* it was thought rea- 
sonable to release him, after two days' confinement. 

About break of the next day, several hundreds of 
pieople having got together, declared their resolution to 
take the Protestants' goods out of the Popish houses,, 
and then burn these houses ; exclaiming that they had 
been imprisoned, and robbed, and ruined by these Irish 
rogues, and woiild now revenge themselves by plunder- 
ing theni. Captain Fitzgerald, to prevent any such 
misdiief, reasoned strongly with these infuriated people, 
asking them if they knew him ? and if so, if they had 
forgotten what he had done for them in the preceding 
night, in preserving them by disarming the guard, when 
they had no arms to defend themselves ? This pacified 
some of them ; but whilst he was speaking,, others broke 
open Sarsfield's house ; and there he was obliged tO; 
enforce his authority with cane and sword. From four 
o'clock in the afternoon, till seven in the morning, he 
was in danger ; every one of the rabble believing he 
had been robbed of his right, in being prevented from 
breaking open Popish houses to search for Protestants* 
goods ; and yet, by the blessing of God, and this gen- 
tleman's benevolent care, there was not one life lost in 
the city on this dangerous occasion. 
Aboutvseven in the morning he directed several letters, 
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and sent messengers to all the privy counsellors — to 
the few Protestantis of the late council — and to most 
of the eminent clergy of the city, who assembled on the 
occasion ; and after he had made them a short speech, 
and received their thanks, they chose a committee of 
five to manage affairs until King William's arrival, or his 
pleasure should be known ; which number increased to 
nine by the appearance of some eminent persons; and 
they then consulted on the proper measures to be 
adopted for keeping peace and order in the city. 

While they were thus employed, a fresh alarm was 
given — that the French were returning, and within one 
mile of the city. Upoi^ this, Fitzgerald drew out a con- 
siderable body of men to their arms ; despatched 'three 
horsemen to scout abroad for intelligence ; and sent a 
letter directed to the chief officer of the van-guard of 
King William's army, to acquaint him with the misery 
of their condition, in case King James's army should 
return, or the populace become unmanageable. They 
entreated the officer to come or send some part of the 
forces under his command to relieve the terrified citi- 
zens, and secure his majesty's subjects from further 
inconvenience. 

The letter was directed to the chief officer of the 
king's horse, foot, and dragoons, on their march to 
Dublin ; and endorsed with the words, ^* Haste, hcutet 
hasteyjor His Majesty's service.'' 

This letter reached King William sooner than that 
sent by those gentlemen ten hours before it. He re- 
ceived the news of the city being in the hands of hit 
friends, and having escaped fire and pluQder i and said, 
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^< I have some good fnends in Dublin, and aan much 
obliged to Mr. Fitagerald: pray tell him (being on 
horseback) thid; I cann<^ now write to him, but will 
take care to send him some hoitse as. soon as I can ; and 
desire he will go on with taking care of the place as he 
has done." 

The king was at diis time morkig towards Dublin, 
in two VineSf expecting to meet Uie Irish at Swords ; 
and at the same time that h^ received the agreeable 
intelligent that Dublin was secured in the hands of 
hifr ftiends, an account came to him of the surr^Dder 
of Droghsda^ which be had left a body of men to be* 
«iege, and in whkh the garrison, had pinioned all the 
Protestants and prisoners, and placed them under that 
part of the wall which waato have been battered. This 
circumstance was not known until after the surrender of 
the tovfjhr-^Jourual of the Affairs of Ireland* 

It was on the day of the victory at the Boyoe, that 
Brigadier La Mellonier was sent by King AVilliam with a 
thousand horse, a party of foot, and eight pieces of canr 
non, to summon the town of Drogheda, where the Irish 
had a great magazine, and a garrison of thirteen hun- 
dred men, commanded by Lord Iveagh. The governor 
seemed at first resolute to defend the place, and received 
the summons with great contempt ; but the king Send- 
ing him word, that if he should be forced to bring 
cannon before it, no quarter could be expected, thie 
summons was then obeyed ; and the garrison marched 
out, leaving their arms and stores behind them. Colonel 
Cutts's regiment took possession of the town, which 
they fo^nd well stored with wine and provisions> and 
took care to preserve it from violence. 
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A report readied the army at this time, that Sligo 
had been abandoned-^but it proved fAe* 

In the mean time, the committee of nine, after 
havmg desired the old Protestant mayor to elect a new 
mayor and other officers, informed Captain Fit^erald 
that it was fit h^ should be governor of the city and 
castle, and delivered him & commission to undertake 
that office, and continue < in it tiM the King's pleasure 
should be known« 

On the fourth of the montJi, about ten o'clock in the 
morning, Sir Thomas Soi^weU arrived, with insurances 
of great kindness from King William,' informing them 
that before dinner Uiere would be two regiments of 
horse with. them ^ and calling €i^)tain Fitegerald aside^ 
said many kind things to him from the King, and took 
out fuS his pocket a smidl silver medal, which Mr. Fits* 
gerald had formerly sent to the king, that he might ve}y 
ufM>n any intelligence whicb should come by that token 
to him. 

In «ii hour afterwards, nine troops of horse under the 
command of Lofd Auverquerque, and Major-genersl 
Scmvemnore, with the Duke of Ormonde as a vokm- 
•te^, marched into the city, and were followed on the 
'day after by the king's blue Dutch guards, to whom 
Fi&germld delivered up the town-guard and oastle, not 
havkig slept three hours in the three preceding nighti, 
being for the whole of the time iktigued and in danger 
of his m^Gazette, No. 2573. 

King William was encamped near Finglass at that 
time ; and on Sunday, the 6th of July, came into 
•Dublin, and attended divmeser^^ in St. Patrick's 
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Church, where he heard a sermon from Doctor William 
King, on the .power of God, of which the preacher said, 
that which seems greatest to us on earth, the power 
of mighty armies, was but a faint shadow. The keys of 
the city and castle were afterwards presented to him by 
Captain Fitzgerald ; the king graciously returning them 
to him, said, they were in very good hands, and he 
might keep them. However, Jn about a week after** 
wards. Colonel Floyd, whose regiment was the first 
English foot that came to Dublin, took upon him the 
command of the castle. — Gazette^ No, 1573. 

The king went back to his camp to dinner, not suf- 
fering the soldiers to come into the city, except a few 
for guards. For almost the whole of the last week, the 
town had been filled with officers from the army, and 
inhabitants returning from England. — Journal of the 
Affairs of Ireland, 1 1 . 

Thus was brought about the revolution in the me- 
tropolis of Ireland, with great prudence and quiet, and 
without loss of one life, though the kingdom was not 
entirely reduced for a year afterwards. 
- On the 6th of July, the town of Wexford disarmed 
the Papists, and seized the castle, which had been gar- 
risoned by Captain Kelly, and a company of Colondi 
Butler's regiment of foot. The colonel, who was lord 
lieutenant of this county, hearing that King James had 
pass^ through the town on the preceding Wednesday, 
to Duncannon, posted .after him, and wrote back for 
his son to join him, and go with him to attend King 
James in France. He also wrote to C^tain Kelly to 
bring off his company, and set the castle on fire. 
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The last letter fdl into the hands of an English iner- 
ohant, in whose house Colonel Butler was quartered, 
who concealed it, and toid Kelly that an express had 
motived with vei*bc^ orders to him, to march his com- 
pany to the Colonel ; to whicli Kelly giving credit, the 
Protestants rose, and seizing the castle, declared fo* 
King William, of which they sent an immediate acCouM 
to his majesty, who detached a small body of forces to 
secure them. — Oazette, No. 2574, 

The king, with very little effect, had publi^ed a 
decku*ation, promising pardon to poor labourers, colft- 
nion soldiers, country farmers, ploughmen, and cottiers, 
who should, by the 1st of August, return to their 
usual places of abode. But tlie Romish priests, to 
whose absolute authority the Irish submitted, with a 
blind and ignorant zeal, prevailed on them, from the 
highest to the lowest, to try the fortune of war once 
more, and so magnified the French victory at sea, Of 
which William had an account on the day he entered 
Dublin, that they taught them tliat the French woujd 
make such a descent upon England, as mu^t oblige 
King William to abandon Ireland. 

The king was careful to have this and his other de- 
clarations which succeeded it observeil, yet some officers 
and soldiers were but too ready to forget his majesty^ 
honoiuf, as well as that of their country and religion, 
when they crossed their own interest. He had hoped 
that tlie fulness of his pardon to the common people 
would have separated thetn from the Irish gentry of the 
Romish persuasion, who would be thereby so deserted, 
as ceadily to embrace the terms he intended to give 
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them, and he wished to make them more comprehend 
Mve tlian they had been, and so bring the war to a 
more speedy conclusion. But this was opposed by the' 
English in Ireland, who thought the opportunity of 
breaking down the great Irish families, and destroying 
the dependence of the inferior sort upon them, ought 
not to be lost, but the indemnity was offered in vain. 

'Nothing gave a greater check to the hopes of die 
Jacobites of England than the victory at the Boyn^,^ 
nor a greater aUay to tlie fears of the Protestant party, 
caused by the misfortunes at sea. When the Earl of 
Nottingham inforaied the queen that the king was w^l, 
had gained a complete victory, and that King James- 
had escaped,^ he found by her majesty's looks that the 
la^t intelligence made her joy complete, which seemed 
to be in some suspense until she heard that her father 
was safe. Her majesty and the privy council then* 
wrote to the king, pressing him to return to England 
#ith aU possible haste, where there was a strong neces^ 
sity for his presencCr 

All Tyrconnell's pi4)ers had been taken in the camp, 
where James had left them behind him. Among these 
it was said a discovery was made of a plot to have Kiiig 
William assassinated by one Jone&, in which, not oitty 
Tyrconnell, but King James was implicated ; and -it 
appeared ^at Nagle, the Irish attorney-general, had 
iiiniished the hired assassin with a dagger. Harris re« 
cords this on the authority of Tindal, (page 97,) and 
of Bishop Burnet, in his History of his own TiBieSr 
Vol. IL page 30; but Doctor Leland, in his History 
of Ireland, VoK III., throws discredit on the storyr 
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with great appearance' of justice. Bishop Burnet 
asserted that he had the authority of Sir Thomas 
Southwell for it, who, in his capacity of secretary of 
State, had inspected all TyrconnelFs letters and other 
papers, and had given him two of them. '< The autho- 
rity of Sir Thomas Southwell," says Leland, " is in* 
deed very considerable, else we might be tempted to 
sank the poignard of a particular composition with 
those silver bulleis of which we read in the History of 
Charles the Second. And still the whole narrative 
would appear less dubitable, if the bishop had explained 
llow pikers of such consequence were suffered to re* 
main in James's camp, when he had already sent his 
baggi^e to Dublin, in expectation of a defeat; and 
how letters of any consequence should, after an interval 
of several days, be seized in Dublin, when James, or 
hk ministers at least, were left at full leisure to destroy 
or remove them." Harris says, that a narrative of the 
conspiracy was drawn up, which was intended to be 
published, but that the king and queen stifled all ac^ 
counts of it. Burnet's character as an historian, it 
need scarcely be added, stands very low, and is best 
delineated in the description given of it in "The 
Memoirs of Paul Philips, Clerk of the Parish," attached 
fo those of Martinus Scribblerus. 

Af^er divine service at St. Patrick's Cathedral, on 
-Sunday, the 6th of this month, the Bishops of Meath 
and Limerick, and Doctor William King, who had 
preached before him, waited on the king at his camp, 
with all the clergy then in and about Dublin, except 
Brimate Boyle, who sent an excuse on account of his 
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age and infirmities, and in the name of the rest of their 
brethren, congratulated his majesty upon his victoiry 
and their deliverance, telling him that they came to 
congratulate him on his arrival, to pray for the continu- 
ance of his success, and to give all assurances of their 
loyalty, entreating his majesty not to think worse of 
diem for staying in IrelarKl, and submitting to * 
power that it wa* impossible for them to reside, siitee 
they had been as serviceable to the chinrcli*s interest and 
that of his majesty by staying, as they could have 
been othei'wise- The king returned a gracious answer, 
assuring them of his protection ; and said, he doubted 
not but, by God's assistance, to be able in a short 
time to free them altogether from Popish tyranny, 
which had been hh design in coming. The Bishop of 
Limerick requested the king to appoint a day of public 
thanksgivmg, and give them leave to eonvpose a form 
of prayer suitable to the occasion, to which he con- 
sented, appointing Friday, the 15th of August, and 
every Friday after that durif>g the war to be observed 
for that purpose- 

The kirrg was occtrpFed on the two 8^icceedk>g day* 
in reviewing his troops, and giving orders for the seen-' 
rity of Dubfin. 

The commissioners returned him an exact list of alf 
the private men, both horse and foot, that appeared in 
the ranks, their number amounting to 22,579 foot, anwf 
7551 dragoons, besides 483 reftwrmed ofiicers, and all 
the standing officers and sergeants, as also fiuir regi- 
ments in garrison. 

The brass money was now, k may be supposed, criiedl 
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clown, as for some time back the half crew ns, passed 
for a penny each. James had coined about two mil- 
lions of this money, yet that did not more distress the 
Protestants than his late seizmres of their staple goods 
— wool, hides, and tsdlow, to send to France in ex- 
change for linen and wine for his army in Ireland. 

Accounts came now into Dublin from Limerick, that 
the Irish, under the command of Tyrconnell, in and 
^bout that city, were 25,000 strong. Brigadier Tre- 
iawney was appointed governor of Dublin, and Captain 
Fitzgerald constable of the castle ; the Bishop of 
Meath, Lord Longford, and seven others, were com- 
missioners for securing rebels' goods and estates, and 
leasing the latter for one year. An account arrived at 
this time that the town of Longford was entirely burned 
by the Irish garrison on leaving it; but that Lord 
Granard, having had arms, defended his residence at 
Castleforbes, and that Lord Loogfcru^s house was 
burned. Peo[de began already to return from Eng- 
land, but the embargo, and a fear of French vessels in 
the chanHel, it was supposed would prevent the prompt 
return of many« The array of William appeared to the 
people of Dublin to be so very furious against all Papists, 
in which feeling the Irish Protestants, notwitlistanding 
their late sufferings, did not participate, that great ap- 
prehensions were entertained of the members of the 
Church of England suffering heavily from retaliation in 
the enemy's quarters. Provisions began to grow plenty 
now. — Jouimal of the Affairs cf Ireland^ page 13. 

King William having occupied the seventh and eighth 
of July in reviewing his troops, and giving orders 
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necessary for securing Dublin, decamped on the ninth 
from Finglass. 

He divided his army : he marched with part of it 
towards Crumlin, two miles south of Dublin, and sent 
the rest of H, composed of three regiments of horse, 
two of dragoons, and ten of foot, towards Athlone^ 
imder the command of General Douglas* 

At Crumlin he settled a method of granting protec- 
tions according to his late declaration, and appointed 
commissioners to seize and secure all forfeitures accruing 
to the crown by the rebellion of the Irish. This 
commission was afterwards much abused — it was illegal 
and defective — it had not the sanction of the great 
seal which had been left in Belfast ; and the Bishop of 
Meath, who had been one of the commissioners, and 
did not like their proceedings, took an early opportunity 
of declining to attend at their meetings. 

The settlement of the courts of justice, however^ 
soon afterwards put tliese affairs under a more proper 
management The king had been pressed to pursue the 
Irish army, who had retreated towards Athlone ; and if 
he ha-i done so with vigour after the victory at the 
Boyne, he might probably have terminated the war in 
a few weeks. The success of the French fleet off the 
coast of Sussex, on the thirtieth of June, an account 
of which reached him on his arrival in Dublin, made 
him anxious to put his transports in a safe station, and 
this induced him, instead of promptly pursuing the 
enemy with his whole force, to divide it and marcb 
southward, for the purpose of securing the city ot 
Waterford and the fort of Duncannon. 
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Leaving Brigadier Trelawney to command the me-- 
tropolis, with five regiments of foot and one of horse, 
he advanced with the remainder to Inohiquire, about 
twenty-four miles of Dublin, on his way to Kilkenny. 
On his way, some Popish gentlemen and others waited 
on him and took protections, aftor which many of them 
went off to ^he enemy in the night, having submitted 
only to secure an opportunity of escaping with their 
•effects. As his army was marching by Naas, the king 
saw, with indignation, one of his soldiers robbing a 
poor woman, and he corrected him for the crime on the 
spot with a cane, an act unbecoming a king, but which 
might be excused on the score of humanity, if he had 
•not caused him to be hanged for it, with some others 
guilty of a similar offience. 

The severity, however, was seasonable, and struck 
such terror into the soldiers as preserved the country 
from' violence during the whole course of the march. 
From Carlow he detached the Duke of Ormonde, with 
^ party of horse, to Kilkenny, and secured the Protes- 
tants of that city and surrounding country from being 
plundered by the enemy, who began to commit great 
depredations. Part of the Irish army was still tit Kil- 
kenny, but on the approach of the English, lef): it, but 
not before they extorted a large sum of money from the 
inhabitants to preserve them &om plunder. — Story^s 
History, p. 108. 

At Castledermot, receiving further accounts of no 
^agreeable kind respecting the state of affairs at sea- 
he began to make slow marches, being undecided 
whether to follow up his success in Ireland or return to 
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England where his presence appeared to be neeessiry. 
He waited, however, for farther advices, and detached 
Ck»looel Eppinger, with a thousand horse and dragoons^ 
to secure Wexford, which some time before had been 
deserted by the Irish garrison* From Castledermot he 
marched to Bennet's-bridge, three miles south of Kil- 
kenny, and on the nineteenth of the month, was splen- 
didly entertained by the Duke of Ormonde, at his 
castle in tliat city, which had- been preserved from 
plunder by Count Lauziiy, on the inhabitants paying 
his soldiers, as already stated, a considerable sum of 
money. 

On the twentieth of this montFi, the English army 
marched some miles farther, and encamped at Nossed- 
Narrow, the mansion-house of Mr. Read, where the 
"king being informed that the enemy had qtiitted 
Clonmel, sent the young Duke Schomberg, with a body 
of horse, to secure it. They had made a show of 
holding out the town, and levelled the suburbs and 
hedges about it, but marched off" on the inhabitants 
paying them three hundred pounds to save it from 
being plundered and burned. Here Lord G. Howard 
and some others submitted. — Gazette, No. 2579. 

On the thirty-first tbe army encamped at Carrick-on- 
Suir, and on the next day, Major-General Kirk, with 
his own regiment, and Colonel Brewers, and a party of 
horse, marched from Carrick-on-Suir towards the city 
ef Water ford, more forces being ordered to follow him^ 
The Major-General first sent a trumpeter to summon the 
town, M'hich at first refused to surrender, there being 
two regiments then in garrison ; their refusal, however, 
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"was in sucb civil terms that their inclinations were 
•easily understood, for they soon afterwards sent out to 
know what terms they might have? They were the 
«ame with those of Drogheda ; but not liking them, they 
fVroposed some of their own, which were, that they 
might enjoy their estates, the liberty of their religion, 
and a safe convoy to the next garrison, with their arms 
and goods. These would not be granted. The heavy 
cannon were then brought down towatds the town, and 
«ome forces ordered to move that way, and the garrison 
understanding this, sent to ask liberty to march out 
with their arms, and have a safe convoy, which was 
granted to them. And accordingly, on the twenty- 
fifth they m^ched out with their arms and baggage, 
and were conducted to Mallow. — Smithes History of 
Waierford. 

On the day after Waterford surrendered. King 
William went to see it, and took care that no persons 
should be disturbed in their houses or goods. 

He viewed the walls without entering the town, and 
on this occasion, Lord Dov^, a nobleman who had 
followed James's fortunes out of England, was ad- 
mitted to a particular protection. Having been coldly 
treated by the prince in whose service he had sacrificed 
his all, he had been much mortified ; and on the four- 
teenth day of the preceding moath of June, had written 
to Major-General Kirk to solicit a pass from Duke 
Schomberg for himself and his family to go to Ostend, 
till he could otherwise dispose of himself. This being 
obtained, he removed to Waterford, in order to pass 
over to Flanders. Meeting Major-General Kirk, he by 

2k: 
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his means obtained a more ample protection, and retireti 
into England, where he lived peaceably on his estate ia 
Suffolk — Memo'trs of Ireland. 

In the meantime, the fort of Duncannon, a strong 
and regular fortification, commanding the river of 
Water ford, was also summoned. It was well supplied 
with means of defence, and under the government of 
Captain Michael Bourke, who required six days to con- 
sult the Doke of Tyrconnell. This being denied, h^ 
said he would take that time> On the approach of the 
army, however, and the appearance of Sir Cioudesley 
Shovel, with sixteen frigates before the fort, he 
surrendered upon the same terms with Waterford*-* 
Gazette, No. 580. 

On the day of the surrender of Waterford, the kingj 
constituted Sir Thomas Southwell his principal secre- 
tary of state, so that he lost nothing by his suffering in 
the gaol of Galway. This appointment was made ill 
virtue of a privy seal, issued at Kensington, on the 
twenty-ninth of the preceding month of May. 

On the king's return to the camp, he held a council^ 
and announced his resolution to return to England. 
The Earl of Granard waited on him here, and he 
received, by express, from Lieutenant- General Douglas 
a very indifferent account of his expedition to Atlilone^ 

Douglas on separating with the army under his com*^ 
mand, proceeding, from Finglass towards Athlone» 
marched as through an enemy's country — his men 
plundering, and even murdering, with impunity, in dis* 
regard of the king's proclamation and of his own orders^ 
As he advanced, the Irisli peasantry appeared »ic^ 
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oessively in considerable bodies to claim the benefit of 
King William's declaration, and were successively en- 
snared by the assurance of protection, and exposed 
to all the violence of the soldiers. With an army 
abhorred and execrated, he arrived before Athlone on 
ti>e seventeenth of July. Captain Parker says, that 
he/ound that post occupied by Sarsfield, who, leaving 
a sufficient garrison in it, marched with the renminder 
of his forces towards Limerick. To the summons sent 
by Douglas, he received a violent defiance from the 
governor. Colonel Richard Grace, of Moyelly castle, 
in the county of Kilkenny, by whom five hundred men 
from the parish of TuUyroan and the neighbouring 
districts of it, called Grace's country, had been brougbl^ 
k) as a reinforcement to the garrison. 

Grace had been chamberlain for many years to King 
James, while Duke of York. — Memoirs of James II. 

'* These are my terms," said Grace, firing a pistol 
at the messenger ; " these only will I give or receive ; 
and after n)/; provisions shall be consumed, I will de/ind 
Athlone until I eat my boots.** 

His garrison consisted of three regiments of foot, nine 
troops of dragoons, and two of horse« 

Grace deemed the part of the town on the Leinster 
side of the Shannon, in the county of Westmeath, to be 
indefensible, and therefore set fire to it ; and being 
determined on maintaining the district on the western 
side in the province of Connaught and county of 
Roscommon, he broke down the arches of the bridge, 
and raised some l)reast-works, with redoubts at the 
end of it. 
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Lieutenant-Geaeral James Douglas was reckoned one 
of William's best officers, if a man could be so esteemed 
"94^0 suffered his army with impunity to phmder a 
country contrary to his own orders and those of his 
king. He was very illiterate, as appears from the dic- 
tion and spelling of tn o of his letters, one to the king 
a^nd another to the Earl of Portland, preserved in the 
Appendix to Harris's Life of King William — the spell- 
ing is quite ludicrous — both epUtles " in beau spelling" 
'♦ troo tell deth" " harrils of poudei\^ " ten piece ^ 
etmnon/' "a deal of truble:' 

Besides repairing and strengthening the old fortiS- 
cations of Athlone, Governor Grace mounted t^wo new 
batteries and enlarged those of the castle, which stood 
on an eminence and commanded the river, so that 
Douglas found the ^nemy so strong here as to conviiice 
him that the force under his command was inadequate 
to the reduction of the place. He, however, planted 
batteries and prepared other works to annoy the town, 
Mid on the twenty*second of July, with a battery of six 
guns, played upon the castle, and msde a small brea^ 
towards the top of it. But the train of artillery which 
he had with him, consisting only of two twelve-poundersy 
lea lesser guns, and two small field mortars* was not suffi- 
cient for the undertaking, and did little or no damage. 
The firii3^, however, continued very briskly on both 
fttdes until the besiegers lost their best gunner, and the 
cavalry began to suffer greatly for want of forage, whicb, 
wi^i a report that Sarsfield was advancing with fiftei^ 
llK»usand men to relieve the place^ obliged Douglas to 
call a council of war, in which it was resolved to raise 
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the siege. The general's letter to the Earl of Portland 
on this occasion, is a literary as well as a historical 
curiosity : — 

" My Lord, 

** I have done my best endeavours at Athlon. The 
necessaries which belong to our train wer so smal, that even pouder 
was scarce. At the beginning wee had hot eighteen barrill of 
pouder for tenn piece of cannon and two houitzers. And now all 
of it is shot off except three barrels, and I understand now that the 
toemy becomes stronger at Athlon and the adjacent passes then 
wee expected. 

« They mak head at Raehray, which is fourteen myles distant 
from my camp. AH their passes on the Shannon and many more* 
the enemie had possessed before I came here^ or at least the nizt 
day after, so that it is generally believed that they will endeavour 
to keep the Province of Connaught for their winter quarter, and 
herby prolong the war, or obteen terms for themselves — this (these) 
reasons is lykways (likewise) my not having pouder to mak a breach 
OQ their retrenchments makes me judge it absolutely necessary at 
pieaent to reteir to Molengair. 

«&c &c. &c. 

"James Douglas.'* 

The besieging army had by this time grown dispirited 
from a continuance of fruitless efforts to take the town, 
and sickly from scanty provisions, while the activity 
and ardour of Governor Grace operated in creating a 
general emulation throughout the garrison. The spirits 
of the Athlone men were on fire, and their efforts re- 
doubled, while Douglas formed the inglorious resolution 
of retiring. He decamped at midnight unmolested and 
in terror of the enemy, marching by devious and painful 
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routes to join King William's army, leaving the Protes- 
tant inhabitants, who had enjoyed the benefit of Iri^ 
protections till forced to join the besiegers, exposed to^ 
the danger of experiencing the utmost severities. In a 
letter to the king, which accompanied that to the E^ii 
of Portland, he said that he intended to march off next 
day, lest his stay there, without powder for his cannon, 
should occasion misfortune to his army. Captain 
Rapin, who was present here as quarter-mastergeneral> 
says in his History of England, that the valour displayed 
on this occasion, on both sides, was admirable. 

The Protestants of the parts of Westmeath and 
Longford, in the neighbourhood of Athlone, Bally* 
mahon, and Ballymore, were forced to follow Douglas's 
army in its retreat, abandoning their habitations and 
their harvests, and the miserable pittance of provisions 
which they carried with them became the prey of a ne- 
cessitous and merciless army. — See Impartial History. 

The Irish also, finding they could have but little 
benefit from their protections, now began to turn 
Rapparees, often stripping and murdering the stragglers 
from Douglas's army. These mischiefs lay heavy on 
the country ivhen neither English nor Irish, Protes- 
tant or Papist, could enjoy any safety, and one com- 
mon ruin attended both. Much of this may be charged 
to the stupidity of Douglas, in suffering King William's' 
protections to be violated with impunity by his dis- 
orderly troops. On the twenty-fifth of this month he^ 
retreated from Athlone, having lost about thirty men* 
before the town, and nearly three hundred by sickness 
and accidents. "^ 
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From Ballymore, in the county of Wedtmeath, 
Ck>lonel Babington's regiment marched towards Dublin, 
ivhich weakened Douglas's party so much, that he was 
(d>liged to avoid all public roads, and make marches 
md counter*marches to by-ways, where he might hiave 
the advantage of passes to defend himself against a 
more powerful enemy ; and this occasioned a scarcity of 
food, insomuch, that for four days together his nten 
panted bread, and afterwards had but a scanty allow- 
ance of it till they reached the king's camp. From 
Ballymore he marched to Ballyboy, about ten miles 
from the Shannon, having received intelligence that a 
strong party of the enemy was posted at Banagher- 
bridge in order to disturb his march. From thence he 
kept still more wide of the river to Roscrea, avoiding 
to take the direct road to Limerick through Birr, as he 
at 6r8t designed. 

Having halted at Roscrea to refresh his troops, he 
received an express on the third of August from the 
king, by twelve troopers, to hasten his march, his 
Majesty being apprehensive that the enemy might over- 
power him in that place. From Roscrea, Douglas then 
made a forced march to that part of the country which 
lies beyond Bearnane Ely or the Devil's-bit, a mountain 
so called, and from thence on the next day, considering 
himself to be out of danger, he detached Colonel 
Woolsley's horse, and Tiffan's and St. John's foot, back 
to Mullingar, to strengthen those quarters, in case the 
enemy should attack them* 

On the fifth of this month he arrived at Holy Cross, 
in the county of Tipperary, where, his army having no 
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bread, he gave the soldiers license to take what they 
pleased for their sustenance, and from thence, passing to 
Cullen, joined the king's army, at that time encamped 
near Cahirconlish. The retreat was reckoned a prudeiit 
and soldier-like one, and in some degree retrieved his 
military character, which had suffered somewhat from 
the relaxation of discipline in his army, and his rash- 
ness in marching ag^ainst Athlone, without information 
of the strength of the place, or a force adequate to the 
undertaking. At this time, the Irish who had taken 
protection, appeared in great numbers in King William's 
camp and at the head-quarters armed, which gave just 
cause of offence, and solid ground of suspicion to the 
Protestants. To remove this, the general issued a pro-* 
clamation, commanding all Roman Catholics to abstain 
from wearing arms within the camp, and to forbear 
appearing at the head quarters, upon the pain of forfeit*^ 
ipg, for the first time, both horse and arms ; and for the 
second offence, to be plundered and imprisoned. 

On the second of August the town of Youghal, in 
the county of Cork, surrendered upon fifty dragoons 
appearing before it; the importance of taking this town 
appeared during the siege of Limerick, as it was a curb 
on the motion of the garrison of Cork and on the 
Eapparees. The garrison, consisting of three com- 
panies of foot, marched out at ten o'clock this night» 
leaving the possession of the town to the English, who 
found in it fourteen pieces of cannon mounted, two 
without carriages, but neither powder nor ball. Tbe^ 
found in it, however, three hundred and fifty barrels 
of oats, two hundired and fifteen stone of wool, and 
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plenty of proviaions of every sort. — Smithes Histoty qf 
Cork. 

On the eighth of August, at an early hour in tfce 
morning, the king detached the Earl of Portland and 
Brigadier Stuart from the castle at Cahirconlish to- 
wards Limerick, with nine hundred horse and twelve 
hundred foot, who advanced within cannon-shot of the 
city with little opposition, and in the evening, the king, 
with Prince George and some general officers, went to 
view the situation of the enemy and the avenues to tlie 
town. As they approached, a party of Irish horse ad- 
vanced towards them, but were obliged to retire by the 
advanced guard. On the ninth of this month the 
governor of Youghal marched at the head of thii-ty-six 
dl^goons and forty-two foot towards Castlemarty.r, on 
hearing that a party of the garrison of Cork had joined 
the Kapparees, and were plundering that part of the 
country. The dragoons being about two miles before 
the foot, charged a body of three hundred Irish and 
pursued them to the castle, where, being joined by the 
foot, they obliged it to surrender, and compelled the 
garrison to march out without arms or horses. The 
enemy lost sixty men in the action, and had sixteen 
taken prisoners ; but the English did not lose a man. 

About this time, an affair of more importance, the 
reducing of Cork and Kinsale, was thought of, but not 
executed till after the king had returned to England. 

On the same day that Castlemartyr was taken. King 
William's whole army decamped at five o'clock in the 
inoming, and made their approaches to Limerick, two 
hundred horse and dragoons leading the van. The 
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country being fiiU of enclosures, the pioneers levelled 
them, and the enemy were driven to a narrow pass be* 
tween two bogs within half a mile of the city. Through 
this pass three lanes led to the town, and that in the 
midst being broadest, the Irish horse made a stand 
there, the hedges on each side being lined with mus- 
keteers to support them. 

The detached English foot were advancing towards 
the centre, the horse and the blue Dutch, with some 
English regiments, to the right, and the Danes to the. 
left, when the king ordered two field pieces towards the 
left, where they could bear upon the enemy's horse, oft 
whom they fired with such success that they obliged 
them to abandon that post. At the same time. Lord 
Drogheda and Colonel Erie led on the foot, who bravely 
marched in the midst of the enemy's fire through the 
hedge, and forced them, after two hours' fighting, ta 
retire under the walls of the city, possessing themselves 
of two advantageous posts, one called Ireton's fort, and 
the other Old Chapel. The Irish upon this killed same 
few men, as they marched into their camp, which the 
whole army did by five in the aflernoon. The Danes^ 
according to their post, encamped to the \e(t, and found 
there an old fort built by their ancestors, whence they 
fired three or four field pieces upon the Irish, who lay 
entrenched between them and the town. Orders were 
also given to plant four field-f)ieces on Ireton's fort te 
{^ay upon the town and outworks. 

In the mean time, a train of artillery, consisting of 
six twenty-four pounders and two eighteen pounderSi^ 
together with a large quantity of ammunition, much 
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ptowisions, tin boats, and an abundance of other neces- 
saries, for such an undertaking as the siege of Limerick, 
were on the road from Dublin, escorted by two troops 
of Colonel Villars' horse. 

The king now summoned the city, and many of the 
garrison were for capitulating, but Boileau, the governor, 
who, with Lauzun, had come here from Gal way, and 
the Duke of Berwick and Sarsfield, vehemently opposed 
it, alleging that there were great di\isions in England, 
and even an insurrection there ; that the Dauphin of 
France had landed with a large army, and the Prince 
of Orange would be quickly obliged to withdraw his 
forces from Ireland. Boileau sent out a tnimpeter with 
a. letter directed to Lord Southwell, importing that he 
was surprised at the summons, and that he thought the 
way to gain the Prince of Orange's good opinion was by 
8 vigorous defence of the city with which his majesty 
had entrusted him. 

About eight o'clock in the evening the king returned 
to his camp, a mile from the town, having'' been on 
horseback from five in the morning, exposing himself 
to the greatest dangers, the cannon playing from both 
Mesy and several shots falling near his Majesty's tent. 
, On the same evening a party of dragoons were sent 
to the ford of Annabeg, about three miles north of the 
town, which was strongly fortified, and guarded by six 
regiments of the enemy's foot, three regiments of horse, 
and two of dragoons, who, in the night, abandoning 
their station, General Ginckle made his passage on the 
next morning, at the head of two thousand horse and 
fi)ot, without opposition. The besieged were all this 
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time raising forts between the besiegers and the Irish 
tou^ny one to the soqth gate, and the other towards the 
east ; which, however, did not prove of so great dis- 
advantage to the EngHsh, as their surprising their train 
of artillery, one of the boldest and most successful ex- 
ploits recorded in the history of any nation. Some 
deserters, and among them a French gunner, getting 
into Limerick, informed the garrison where the king's 
tent stood^ and that the ordnance were on their road 
from Kilkenny, under what it ought not to have been 
entrusted to, a small guard. On hearing this they 
played very briskly towards the king's quarter, which 
his majesty was, after some difficulty, prevailed upon to 
quit. On the eleventh, in the morning, a battery of 
six twelve-pounders was raised on Ireton's fort, which 
dismounted one of the best guns of the besieged 
on the spur, and did considerable damage to some 
houses in the city ; and on the same morning, intelli- 
gence was received at the camp, that Sarsfield had 
passed the ShAnno9 in the night, at Killaloe, with a body 
of five or six hundred horse and dragoons, designing 
something extraordinary. M^nus O'Brien, a sub- 
stantial country gentleman, was the bearer of this 
information ; little regard was given to it at first, and a 
great officer interrogating him concerning a prey of 
qftttlp in the neighbourhood, he replied, that he was 
sorry to see King William's honour less regarded by 
general officers, than cattle were. He was, however, at 
IftSt brought to the king, who ordered Sir John Lanier, 
with five hundred horse, to proceed immediately and 
meet the train of artillery. It was, however, one or two 
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o^clock on the next morning when the party set out, 
and they were advancing very slowly, \<^hen they saw a 
great light in the air, and heard a strange rumbling 
noise, which was occasioned by Sarsfield having blown 
up the trains. The artillery had arrived on the pre- 
ceding day at the ruinous castle of Bally needy, about 
seven or eight miles south-east of Limerick, and near 
the same distance from Cullen to the north-west. The 
convoy not suspecting danger in a place so near their 
fViends, encamped loosely on the plain, and neglected 
to draw the artillery within the ruins of the castle, where 
it would have been difficult to get at it, nor did they 
attend to the usual discipline upon such occasionsj of 
drawing the cannon into a circle, and placing proper 
gunners near them and guards round them, so that 
no such party as attacked them could succeed. 
Instead of that, they stationed only a few sentinels, 
end the main body of the escort went to sleep. It 
seems odd too, considering the importance of their 
trust, that they did not send forward an express to 
the army to send out a detachment to secure their 
arrival to the camp, when they came so near to it. 

Sarsfield hirked all that day in the neighbouring 
nunmtains, and being conducted through bye-ways to 
the very spot, fell upon them unawares, and cut several 
of them to pieces, with a great many of the waggoners 
and some coimtry people, bound for the camp with 
povistons. The noise of the slaughter awakenihg the 
commanding officer, he ordered the men to get their 
horses from grass and prepare for their defence ; but 
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most of those who endeavoured to r^ain their hors^ 
were cut to pieces, and the rest ran away. 

The Irish then drew the carriages and gims togethar, 
and having filled the latter with gunpowder and fixed 
their mouths in the groimd to split them, they set fife 
to the whole heap, which was blown up with a most 
astonishing explosion. Two of the guns received no 
damage, but every combustible matter about them was 
reduced to ashes. The Irish took but one prisoner, 
a Lieutenant in Colonel Erie's regiment, who was slok 
in a neighbouring house, and he was stripped and 
brought to Sarsfield, who used him with humanity, aqd 
told him that if he had not succeeded in that enter- 
prise he would have given up all as lost, and gone to 
France. 

Sir John Lanier came within sight of the enemy's 
rear after the business was over, and wheeled to the Idl 
to intercept them in their retreat over the Shannon, 
and Colonel Villars, with another party of horse, went 
towards O'Brien's bridge for the same purpose, but 
Sarsfield marched another way and got into Limerick. 

The news of this disaster occasioned great munmir- 
ings in the camp, and Duke Schomberg, with some 
warmth, charged the Earl of Portland and Couist 
Solmes with neglecting to send a detachment in time 
to secure the train. Others said the king was uncon- 
cerned at the accident, having no real design to put a 
spe^dy end to the war, but only to keep the enemiy 
cantooned towards Limerick, and preserve the resl.pf 
his conquests ; but such suppositions would argue. the 
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kii^ to act without his characteristic conduct and 
policy, since he could not be deemed firmly seated on 
fais throne while one of his kingdoms was unreduced. 
The misfortune seems more justly to be attributed to 
Sir John Lanier, who did not make the necessary haste 
to meet the train ; and he was shrewdly suspected of 
treachery, as he had once been a great favourite of 
King James. A general observation was made of him 
and most other officers who had served that king, that 
they had stronger inclinations to enrich themselves by 
protracting the war, than to render their new roaster 
great, by bringing it to a speedy conclusion. 

At four o'clock in the morning of the day after the 
blowing up of the train, Brigadier Stewart, with a de- 
tachment of his own and Lord Meath's regiment, 
marched out of the camp, with four field-pieces, to take 
Castleconnel, a strong fortress, seated on the river 
Shannon, four miles north of Limerick, which strait- 
ened the foragers, and might have given a great deal of 
trouble, if Captain Barn wall, the governor, had been 
obstinate. He had an hundred and twenty men under 
his command, but he surrendered at discretion, and 
was brought prisoner to the camp. A garrison was 
then placed in it, which continued there till the siege 
of Limerick was raised, and tlien it was blown up. 

On the 13th, a party of three hundred foot, mounted 
on ordinary horses, was detached to Cullen, under 
Lieutenant-Colonel Caulfield, to remain there as a 
guard to those who had occasion to pass to or from the 
camp, and to scour the country of Rapparees, who, 
upon the blowing up of 'the train, and being sometimes 
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pl«fidered, contrary to the king^s proclamaction, be^Mif 
lo be very troublesone. 

The king was retarded for a week in hh progref^ by 
the blowing up of the train of artillery, and in great 
want of ammunition, from the delay of a large supply 
of it, which had been shipped in the Tliames before he 
left London, and still remained there, on account of 
tbe French being masters of the channel; yet, he 
pressed the dege, and the trendies being opened on 
the 17th of August, and some pieces of cannon arriring' 
irom Waterferd, a battery was raised below Iretonk 
fort, which dismounted some of the enemy's guns. 

On the same day, the Prince of Wirtemberg, And 
Generals Kirk, Bdladis, and Tettan, entered the' 
trenches, with seven battalions, advanced near three 
hundred paces, and made themselves masters of the 
outward redoubts. On the 1 8th, the trendies were re- 
lieved by Lieutenant-General Douglas, Lord Sidney, 
Count Nassau, and Brigadier Stuart^ who made on at- 
tack bn the fort of the besieged near the counterscarp, 
which proved unsuccessful, by reason of the darkness 
a{ the night, the besiegers being ubacqiuunted with 
tJie ground where the approaches were to be made. 

The 12th of this month was occupied in securing 
the trenches, which before had not been so deep as 
was necessary; and on the 20th, the resolution was 
taken to attack the fort again. 

The guards were relieved in the afVernoon, that 
those who mounted might know the ground they were 
to defend or gain, and about foar o'clock, the PHnce 
of Wirtemberg, Major-General Tcttau, Sir John 
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Himaier, and Brigadier La Mellioniere, went on with a 
battalion of the Dutch Blue Guards, the regiments of 
Meath, Lisbum, Cutts, Belcastle, and two of the 
I]|ane6y and finished a battery of three pieces of cannon, 
within a short way of the fort, which played on it for 
a great part of the morning of that day, to make it more 
oa^y for an assault 

In the mean time, the health of the besiegers and 
tfoe besieged was such as ill fitted them for active war-» 
fare, offensive or defensive. The autumn was verging 
towards winter, ^' quando contristat Aquarius €mnumy" 
and the water within the walls of Limerick was at that 
time, as it has been ever since, of such an unwholesome na-* 
ture, as to operate in destroying the health of those who 
drank it. It is right, therefore, and one of the uses of 
history, to record this warning to regiments marching^^ 
into that fine city, let them take care to drink no water 
except that which has gone through the process of being 
converted into beer, strong or weak, and the weaker it 
is, the more directly it quenches thirst and promotes 
digestion. 

About two in the afternoon of. the 20th, the attack 
begun, by an hundred and twenty grenadiers, com-, 
manded . by four captains, who advanced from the 
trenches to the fort, near an hundred and fifty paces,, 
and received the enemy's fire from the counterscarp 
and fort, still reserving their own, till they came near » 
enough to make it take place with greater certainty of 
effect. 

Colonel Belcastle put himself at the head of these ; 
men, by the time they had advanced to the outside of • 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



218 mSTOBT OF UlEUkNIH FmOM BXLIXT OF DEBET 

the fort, and rearing a ladder against it, immediate}]^ got 
up^ and was fi^lowed by the grenadiers, who leaped in 
aliter him, and killed sixty of the defenders of it, makiog 
one of the ci^itains that commanded there, prisoner. 
The enemy were at this time firing incessantly from 
the walls and counterscarp, but by help of fascines, the 
besiegers covered themselves from the shot, and the 
batteries from without playing at the same time, made 
them retire from that part of the wall, which in a 
manner hung over them. — Clarke $ Correspondence. 

The besiegers foiand in diis part some bombs, which 
the Irish had buried, and had not time to remove, and 
in the middle of the action, a large quantity of the 
efiemy's powder was accidentally blown up in a battery 
near this place, which stopped their firing from it for 
some time. 

At five o'clock in the afternoon, they made a saUy 
from the town, both with horse and foot, and were op- 
posed by a detachment under the command of Colonel 
Borcour, and Lieutenant- Colonel Wyndham, who ad- 
vanced within carbine shot of the wall to sustain the 
regiment of Belcastle, and the regiment of Greber did 
the same, who were just then come into the trenches, 
it being the hour for relieving the guards. The 
enemy's horse, commanded by Colonel Henry Luttrd, 
kept close under the town wall, so that the assailants 
could not charge them, on account of a fosse that was 
between both parties* The English were, during tlxs 
time, exposed to the fire from the walls and counter- 
scarp, and suffered very severely. Colonel Borcour 
was wounded, and so was Colonel Nienheuse, who sup- 
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^ied hh place, putting himself at the head of the de- 
tachment ; and Lieutenant-Colwiel Wyn^wtro, who 
Weiight them off, had his horse shot under him, himself 
Mily, and one more, escaping unwounded, of seven 
officers of the regiment of Byerly, who went on that 
service* 

The reginsent of Schomberg behaved very bravely, 
and of the Earl of Oxford's detached party of twenty- 
one men, not one came off without a wound, or having 
his horse woimded ; and Captain Lucy, who commanded 
them, wias shot through the head with a musket-ball, 
and died much lamented. 

At two o'clock in the morning of 2l8t, the enemy 
fired fiercely from the walls and from the glacis of the 
counterscarp, but those in the trenches were ordered, 
on pain of death, to preserve their fire, that they should 
not be unprovided in case of a sudden sally, which was 
expected. In the mean time, the workmen continued 
their trenches to the fort, and from that to a bog, which 
secured them entirely from any sally from the town, 
aod by four that afternoon a battery was finished very 
near the walls. 

On several occasions the king was in imminent 
4ai^erv as he did not avoid the thickest of the enemy's 
fire } and on one of these da3rs, riding up to Ireton's 
fort, as he was entering a gap, he was stopped by a 
gentleman who wanted to speak to him ; at that instant 
a cannon ball struck on the spot to which he had been 
noving, which was so near him that it covered him 
w4th dust He seemed to take little notice of the 
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escape he had, but dismountinig from his horse,' he lay 
down upon the fort. — Story* a Continuation. - 

On the same day, the 20th, the besiegers battered 
and levelled the tower from whence the besieged ha<J 
fired into the trenches ; and in the night threw Several 
bombs into the town, and on the day following, red hot 
bufllets, which set fire to some houses, and burned a 
magazine of hay. 

On the 25th of this month, all the batteries beings 
finished, and mounted with thirty pieces of cannon, the 
trenches were on the next day advanced within thirty 
paces of the ditch, a breach was made in the wall near 
St. John's gate, and part of the pallisadoes on the coun- 
terscarp were beaten down. 

On the 26th, the engineers having assured the king 
that a sufficient breach was made, and could not be 
enlarged for want of cannon balls, he resolved to take 
fhe town by mines, and with that view, commanded 
the covered way and two towers on each side of the 
reach to be attacked next day, and that the men 
should advance no farther, but secure themselves there. 
Accordingly, a detachment of nine companies of gre- 
nadiers, supported by an hundred French officers and 
volunteers, began the attack with such bravery and 
success, that the enemy was soon dislodged from the 
covered way and the two forts. 

The assailants then entered the breach along with th^ 
fiying enemy, and more than half the Earl of 
Drogheda's grenadiers were on the rampart, whilst 
others of them,' more ardent, rushed into the towtt. 
If the engineers had made a lodgment in time, or if 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



TO THE SCrBR£Nl>EB OF UMEBICK*. 221 

the Counts Solmes or. Nassau had suffered the detach- 
ment appointed to second the grenadiers, to advance 
beyond the. counterscarp, this action would have been 
decisive ; the camp would have emptied itself into the 
city, and the capture of it been inevitable ; for the Irish 
w.ere running in terror from the walls, over the bridge, into 
the English town, until they observed so few following 
them ; when, recovering from their panic, they suddenly 
rallied, and killed many of their pursuers. Encouraged 
by this success, they ventured once more upon the breach ; 
find the wpmen — imitating the heroism of the Amazons 
of Derry, who distinguished themselves in the same 
ivay during the siege of that city, in the preceding 
year — ^mounted the walls, and pelted the besiegers with 
Stpnes from the breach, which so inspired the men by 
the example, that after three hours' unequal fighting, 
the English were compelled to retire, to their trenches. 
;The French, Dutch, and Danes, behaved very well in 
their respective places, and the whole action, which 
lasted from three o'clock in the afternoon till seven, 
was, very brisk, and the besiegers lost in it five hundred 
men killed, and upwards of a thousand wounded. 
. The loss was, as reported by the secretary-at-war to 
t^je Earl of Nottingham — 

One lieutenant-colonel, one colonel, and one major, 
six captains, nine lieutenants, and ten ensigns, killed. 

Three colonels, six majors, forty captains, forty-seven 
lieutenants, and thirty-four ensigns, wounded. 

Four hundred and fourteen private soldiers killed, and 
.eleven hundred and seventeen wounded, 
^ This disaster, with a scarcity of ammunitioni and ap- 
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prehenskms of sickness from the approadiuig w€t 
sessofiy occasioned the raising of the siege. On the 3CMi 
of Ai^ust, the heavy baggage and cannon were seat 
off, and on the next day the army decamped, and 
marched towards Clonmel. 

Nothing could have induced the king to raise the 
fliege, but the season of the year and the nature of the 
country, which in those parts is so suliject to be over- 
flowed, that the soldiers could no longer abide in the 
trenches, against which no human art or industry could 
[provide a remedy. Deserters from the city, however, 
eported, that if the weather had permitted die siege 
to be continued a few days longer, the necessities and 
despair of the people in Limerick would have com* 
polled the garrison to surrender, if they had not been 
disposed to it themselves, as many of the (^cers were* 
— Tindcd, p. 100. 

William su^^rted this defeat, doubly distressing as 
^Kxurring at the close of a campaign, with astoni^kig 
composure and serenity, and one of the most afflictiog 
consequences of it was, that by his marching off widi 
his army, the Protestants of this part of the country 
were left to the mercy of the Irish. Most of them, 
however, withdrew to places within the protection of 
liie army. 

The Abbe Mac Geoghegan, quoted by Leland, ^ 
leged, that in William's oonfusion and irritated state 
of mind, he ordered the houses in which his wounded 
soldiers lay, to be set on fire, that by burning them he 
might rid liimsdf of an incumbruice ; and one Porter, 
quoted by the author of Hibernia Dominicana says. 
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tlMt when asked what i^ioiiid he done with his pri- 
8<mers, he peevishly answered, '< burn them/' and that 
ht« orders were literally obeyed, and one thousand men 
destroyed by fire. But these were ne!&rious falsehoods, 
for the sick and wounded of the English army, having 
no houses to shelter them, were carefully conveyed to 
C3onmel and to Cashel ; and as to the prisoners, cir- 
cumstances rendered it imperative that they should be 
liberated. 

Here was the unpromising end of William's personal 
enterprises in Ireland, and it may be safely attributed 
to his not following up his victory at the Boyne with 
sufficient promptness, though he justly disapproved of 
the previous tardy movement of Schomberg ; and the 
neglect of his trains of artillery — and of pouring a 
^ sufficient force into Limerick, through the breadi made 
in the walls by hiscannon» can scarcely be accounted for 
consistently with his character for military skill. Yet 
Harrb says, that the progress he had now made towards 
reducing Ireland was so considerable, that it would have 
been esteemed, not only sufficient for one year, but 
CAOtfgh to denominate the campaign a glorious one. . 
On the 4th of September, the king constituted Lord 
Sidney, Sir Charles Porter, and Thomas Coningsby^ Esq. 
lords justices of Ireland, and committed the care of the 
army to Count Solmes, who soon afler resigned it to 
Lieutenant- General Ginckle, and he embarked «t 
Duncannon on the next day, with Prince George of 
X)enmark, and other persons of distinction. He arrived 
on tlie 6th at Bristol, and on the 9th at Windsor, 
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-where he was joyfully received by the queeiu — Starjf's 
History. 

Notwithstanding the advanced season of the year^ the 
.campaign was not yet ended ; Colonel Woolsely, with 
his own regiment of horse and two regiments of foot, 
was at Mullingar, where he protected the Protestants 
of that part of the country from the Rapparees, who 
had been very severely distressing them. In his march 
from Thurles to Mullingar, afler separating from 
General Douglas, they dispersed a party of these plun- 
derers, and took their commander, a noted ringleader, 
one Meagher, and with one of his associates, conducted 
them to Maryborough, where they were hanged. He 
left a garrison of forty foot and ten dragoons at Mary- 
borough, and another of fifty foot and twenty horse at 
Philipstown, to secure those parts of the country ; and « 
on the 9th of August encamped at TyrrelFs-pass, where 
he received an express from Colonel Babington, that 
two thousand of the enemy were assembled near him 
and warning him to be on his guard. He had scarcely 
encamped when his scouts brought him word that the 
enemy were within a mile of him. He instantly put 
his men under arms, and with two squadrons of horse 
marched out to take a view of them, who were at this 
time advanced within half a mile of him, with about an 
hundred and twenty horse, whom he charged and 
routed, pursuing them nearly two miles. He then 
encountered another party of nearly two hundred, whom 
he also put to flight, which so alarmed the rest of the 
body that they fled. Night coming on prevented any 
great execution in the pursuit, yet nearly an hundred 
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*f the . Irish were killed, and Andrew Tuite, James 
Sedwick, and Redmond Mullady, men of respectability 
in the county of Westmeath, were taken prisoners. As 
tbey were no soldiers, nor warranted by any commis- 
«ion to appear in arms, and were taken among plun« 
Severs and murderers, Woolsely would have hanged 
them if he had not been dissuaded fVom doing so by 
Sir Thomas Southwell, to whom he wrot6 for authority 
to do so, telling the secretary that he was assured that 
the Irish were to be taught their duty by the rod* 
The party thus dispersed consisted of about a thousand 
men, commanded by Thomas Nugent, King James's 
high-sheriiF of Westmeath. 

Colonel Woolsely complained in his letter to the 
secretary, of the disorders committed by the men under 
his command, which, he said, he was ashamed to speak 
of, yet could not be prevented, as he had neither bread 
DOT money to give them. The necessities of the English 
army were, however, provided for in a short tin^ aflber- 
wards by the arrival of twenty-five thousand pounds 
from England. 

After the siege of Limerick was raised, the French 
soldiers who had retreated from the Boyne to Galway, 
hearing a report that the Earl of Marlborough was 
coming over trom England with an army to reduce Cork, 
hastened from their quarters to that city, being afraid 
that they would be intercepted in their return to France, 
in which they impatiently desired Count Lauzun and 
Monsieur Boileau to join them, and they sailed off with 
their field train of artillery, leaving several of their 
soUiiers behind them in- a miserable condition.- 

l2 
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During the megc of Limerick, Balderick 0'Dotind> 
of die ancient sept of O'Donnel, bom and educated in 
Spain, in which his branch of die Earl of Tirccmnei'ft 
^mily had renuuned since they fled to it in 1^7, or 
the &ilure of the rebellion of that year, began to make 
a considerable figure among the Irish. One of tboir 
kHe prophecies had designated him as their future de* 
liverer, the liberator of their country from the Engli^^ 
and after the raising c^ the siege he was sent ^r and 
received in Limerick with grieat distinction. Incred^le 
nmsMbers of the Irish flocked about him on his first 
appearance among them, and in a short time he wm 
able to muster under his banners a body of seven or 
ei^t thousand men. He was, however, considered only 
as a colonel, and the attachment of those volatile people 
aoon c«ded towards him, though they had not llie 
sK^test suspicion that their deliverer would ever join 
die English army to subdue their country, which he 
did in t^ succeeding campaign. 

On the 8th of September, Lord Lisbm'n, with five 
hundred foot, and Monsieur La Forest, with five 
hundred horse and four field pieces of cannon, were 
detached to take in Kilmallock, an old town situated 
between Cork and Limerick, in which tha*e was a 
garrison of two hundred men, who surrendered at the 
first summons, and were allowed to march out with 
their arras and baggage. 

Sarsfield in the mean time besieged the castle of Birr> 
in the King's county, with seven battalvons of foot, six 
regiments of horse, and four of dragoons, together with 
six pieces of battering cannon. This place was weMf 
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garrisoned, having in it only one company of Colonel 
Tiffiu's regiment. Sir John Lanier, who ought to have 
met Sarsficld on a recent occasion, was quartered at 
this time in Roscrea, and hairing of this attempt, 
marched out to oppose it. Sarsfield retired upon his 
approach, and Lanier returned to Roscrea. 

Sarsfield returned and again invested the castle, and 
Lanier, with Genends Douglas and Kirk, proceeded to 
Birr, resolved not only to disturb the siege of it, but 
drive Sarsfield over the Shannon, and break down the 
brieve of Banagher to prevent incursions from^ Con* 
naught over that pass. 

At their approach on the 19th of September, they 
found the Irish encamped very advantageously two 
miles beyond Birr, among bogs and fastnesses, where 
diey were determined to attack them. Sarsfield, how- 
ever, saved them the trouble by retreating hastily to a 
place of more security beyond the Shannon. They 
pursued him to Banagher, where they would have 
broken down the bridge, if it had not been found too 
hazardous to attempt to do so, for it was defended by a 
castle and some works which conmianded it on both 
sides, and the enemy was very strong on the other side 
of the river. They therefore returned to Birr, where 
they raised some fortifications, remaining in camp ten 
or twelve days, to countenance the workmen. Here Uie 
army, labouring under a great scarcity of provision^ 
made that a pretence for stripping and robbing many of 
the Irish who had taken protections, which infamous 
|)nictice forced many of these people to become Rap** 
parees, and plunder the Protestants by way of reprisal. 
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This was of infinite prejudice to the country, and raised 
numbers of people into hostility, who would otherwise 
have remained quiet. 

. At this time a considerable number of Protestant 
families in the neighbourhood of Mallow were threatened 
with great extremities by the governor of Cork, who 
h|ftd sent out a party. from his garrison to support. the 
Rapparees, then assembled in great numbers to harass 
them. Major-generals Scravenmore and Tettau, who were 
posted in that neighbourhood with a body of horse and 
foot, sent Colonel Donep to bum the wooden bridge of 
Mallow and to view the castle, both of which he 
effected, and brought back an account that a large body 
of the enemy, amounting to three or four thousand 
horse and foot, were near the town. On hearing this 
they detached an hundred horsemen and fifty drt^oons, 
under the command of Major Pettinghoff*, to dislodge 
that party, and directed him to lay some of his men in 
ambuscade near the town, if he could do it with any 
convenience. The major in his march took two of the 
Rapparees, who had been advanced a considerable dis- 
tance from their main body, one of whom he put to 
death, and he threatened the other with the same fate 
if he did not immediately conduct him to his com- 
panions, whom he found drawn up in a very irregular 
manner. Leaving a small party on the left under cover, 
he advanced with the rest of his men toward the flank 
of the Irish party, which drew them into the mistake 
that he was retreating from them on account o£ their 
numbers, and they advanced boldly with their, usual 
warcry. Finding their error very soon they fled precipi- 
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U^ely And were pursued four miles, the soldiers giving 
tliem no quarter, so that five hundred of them were 
killed, without the loss of a man or horse on the Eng- 
lish side. Fifty of those who were killed on this 
occasion wore silver hilted swords, and were therefore 
judged to have been their leaders. 

On the 21st of September an English fleet arrived in 
Cork harbour with a body of forces, under the command 
of the Earl of Marlborough. His force consisted of nine 
complete regiments, besides two detachments,' amount- 
ing to three hundred men, from the regiments of the 
Duke of Bollen and the Earl of Monmouth. 

On the day after his entering into the harbour, he 
was opposed by the enemy with a battery of eight guns, 
which he obliged them to quit, and he seized their guns 
by sending some armed boats ashore, and on the 23rd 
be landed without opposition. 

On the preceding day Baron De Ginckle detached 
Major^ General Scravenmore from Mallow with nine 
hundred horsemen to join the Earl at Cork, and the 
Duke of Wirt«mburg joined him with nearly four thou- 
sand men in a few days afterwards. Ammunition and 
other stores were ordered firom Waterford by sea, and 
the commissary of provisions was directed to supply the 
arniy before Cork with whatever bread should be de- 
manded, so that nothing was wanted to make the 
attempt successful. 

On the landing of his troops the Earl of Marlborough 
detadied the great;er part of the land forces to Passage, 
headed by the Duke of Grafton, and followed himself. 
.On the next day, he approached within a mile of Cork, 
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and gave orders for mounting the cannon, in which he 
received great assistance from five or six hundred sea* 
men, and some marines, gunners, and carpenters^ -whoy 
with the Duke of Grafton at their head, dieerfuliy 
drew the artillery, though opposed by a troop of dra- 
goons and a body of foot from the city. 

Sir Richard Cox wrote a narrative of this siege, 
which is quoted in Smith's History of Cork, in which 
he recorded two occurrences equally strange, the one 
for perfidiousness, and the other for cowardice. 

Governor Mac Elligot had taken five hundred pounds 
firom the inhabitants to spare the city and suburbs from 
being burned, which he promised in the most solemn 
manner to do. Nevertheless, on the very next day, 
without any provocation or necessity to justify the act, 
he caused the suburbs to be set on fire at each end, by 
which the city, one of the most thriving of its size in 
Europe, was, in a great part, laid in ashes, and hundreds 
of Protestants, who had lived plentifully before this 
calamity, were reduced to beggary. 

The other occurrence was, that two seamen had the 
courage to take one of the strongest redoubts of the 
enemy called the Catt, which so completely com* 
manded the city that most part of its walls and streets 
were exposed to the musquet shot from it. It was^ 
nevertheless, deserted on their approach to it— the two 
seamen found it abandoned and took possession of it for 
King William. In the same manner the Irbh quitted 
Shandon castle, and the forts and redoubts they had 
made in the north suburbs. General Tettau took pos* 
session of them, and from these eminences, and a 
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iMttery near die R«d Abbey, fired into the city and 
tke fort. 

About the same time, General Scmvenmore, with 
twelve hundred horse and dragoons, passed the river, 
imd took up his quarters at Gill Abbey. 

On the 26thy the Duke of Wirtemberg, with hiB 
Danes, and La Mellioniere, with some French and 
Dutdi foot, arrived and encamped be^e the town. 
'V^trtemberg and Marlborough being both lieutenant* 
generals, a warm dispute ensued between them about 
the chief command, each claiming it in right of his 
rank. Marlborough, however, was tlie elder officer, and 
led the troops of his own nation, whereas Wirtem- 
berg was only at the head of foreign auxilituries. La 
Mellioniere, however, interposed, and persuaded Marl- 
borough to share the command with Wirtemberg, lest 
the king's service might be retarded by their disagree- 
ment* Accordingly, the Earl commanded on the first 
ay, and gave the word " Wirtemberg," and the Duke 
commanded the next day, giving the word " Marlbo- 
rough.*' 

Some of the En^ish cannon were fired on the fort in 
the city from the friar's garden, and some firom anodier 
battery above the fort near the Abbey, not far from 
which stood the steeple of the cathedral church, which 
looked into the fort. Lieutenant Horatio Townseud 
got two files of men to the top of this steeple, fiom 
which they killed the governor of the fort, and did other 
considerable execution. To remove this party* the 
Irish traversed two guns against the steeple and shodc 
it very much, but Townsend, with invincible courage^ 
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commanded those below to take away the ladder, and 
he continued with his men on that po3t until the fort 
•was surrendered next day. — Smith's History ef Cork* 

A breach was soon made in the town wall, and pre- 
parations were made for an assault, and this brought the 
besieged to a parley ; hostages were exchanged, and a 
truce until the next morning was agreed upon. The 
besieged, however, not agreeing to the terms offered 
to them, the English captain recommenced firing, and 
made another considerable breach in the town wall, 
while the Danes from the north and the English from 
the south passed the river into the eastern marsh m 
order to storm the city. During the cannonading a 
bomb fell through the roof of Christ church, in which, 
as well as the other churches, great numbers of Protes- 
tants were prisoners, but providentially not one of them 
was injured by it. 

The grenadiers under Lord Colchester led the van, 
encouraged by the Duke of Grafton and other resolute 
volunteers, but the Duke received a wound in one of 
his shoulders, of which he soon afterwards died. The 
van posted themselves under the bank of a marsh, 
which served as a counterscarp to the city wall, and at 
the same time, the Salamander, and another vessel 
coming up with the tide to the end of the marsh, 
directly before the wall, played their cannon at the 
breach, and threw their bombs into the city. Every 
thing being ready on the 28th for an assault, the be- 
sieged called for another parley, and the Earl of Tyrone, 
with . Colonel Rycant, being sent by the governor, 
agreed to the Earl of Marlborough's conditions, that 
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tiie garrison shoidd be all prisoners of war, and no 
injury done to them or to the inhabitants — that Ihe 
'Duke should intercede with the king for their pardon — 
that all the arms of the soldiers and inhabitants should 
be secured — that the Protestant prisoners should be set 
at liberty — that the fort should be delivered up in an 
:hour, and the two gates of the city on the next morn- 
ing— -and that an exact account should be given of 
^e ammunition and provisions in the niagazine. — 
Gazette, No. 259S. 

The chief prisoners were the Earls of Tyrone and 
Clancarty, Colonel Rycart, and Governor Mac Elligot. 
There were six regiments taken, viz. — the Governor's, 
Lor4 Claocarty's, the Earl of Tyrone's, Mac Carty's, 
Barret's, and 0*SuUi van's. Many of these escaped 
afterwards a:nd became Rapparees, and about an hundred 
and sixteen of them were blown up in the Breda man- 
of-war in the harbour of Cork. Colone] Barret was 
said to . have done this on purpose^he only and his 
servant escaping. About a thousand of the other 
prisoners were afterwards sent to England, and some 
were killed in attempting to escape by crossing the 
river. — Sir Richard Coa^s Manuscripts, 

The Protestant magistrates now reassumed their 
offices, proclaimed King William and Queen Mary, and 
set about regulating the disordered state of the city, 
.which was put under the government of Colonel Hale^. 
On the same day Brigadier Villiers was detached with 
a party to take possession of Kinsale, which, not being 
tenable, was deserted by the enemy. 

Tindal and Story give a difierent account of this, which 
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Harris quotes; tiley' say that oh the approach of the 
English, and a messenger being sent to summon the 
town and forts, the governor threatened to hang the 
drummers and set the town on fire, while the Irish 
ha^y retreated to the two forts. 

On the 29th of this month, in the morning, many 
seamen and other disorderly persons entered Cork 
through lite breach in the wall, and {dundered many 
houses, especially those of the Popish inhabitants ; but 
were restrained by the Earl of Marlborough and other 
En^ish officers as soon as they got the bridge repaured, 
and passed over it into the city. 

In the afternoon of this day, all the members of the 
Church of Rome were ordered by proclamation, on 
pain of death, to deliver up their arms and repiur to 
the east mar^, where all that had been in arms were 
secured as prisoners, the officers in the county court- 
house, and the rest in other places. They amounted to 
three hundred and fifty officers, and nearly five thour 
sand private men. It appeared then that there had 
been a want of ammunition in the city, which accele- 
rated the surrender, for only two small barrels of gun- 
powder and about an hundred balls were now found in 
it. The English did not lose fifly men, killed or 
wounded. 

In the mean time, the Earl of Marlborough having 
marched out of Cork on the 1st of October, anived 
before Kinsale next day, formed his camp in tbe 
evening, and gave directions for making i^jH*oaches 
towards the new fort, called Charles Fort, while Tettaii 
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fmM ordered to attack the old fort, called Casdeny 
Fort. , 

On the next moramg, at an early hour, Tettau* 
having passed the river in boats, made a feint of 
storming the fort at the weakest place, where most of 
the besieged being ready to receive him, another de- 
tadmient made a vigorous assault wh^re they were 
least expected, and became masters of a bastion. At 
the same time, nearly forty Irigh being killed by some 
barrels of gunpowder accidentally taking fire, the rest 
retired into an old castle within the fort, and submitted 
prisoners of war, having lost two hundred out of four 
hundred and fifty, of which their party consisted. The 
g4>varnor and several officers, who had endeavoured to 
prevent Tettau's men from crossing the river, were 
killed upon the ramparts. The Earl of Marlborough 
now summoned the larger fort in form. Sir Edward 
Scott answered, that it would be time enough to capi- 
tulate in a month's time, and the weather proving very 
severe, and sickness and scarcity of provisions prevail- 
ing among the English, the delay might have proved 
rumous to them. On the 5 th of this month, the 
trenches were opened, and in four days were advanced 
to the counterscarp. On the i 1th, the English fired 
at the fort during the whole day, and on the 13th, a 
considerable breach was made, a mine was sprung up, 
and another prepared, and the besiegers became 
masters of the counterscarp. The cannon played all 
the moniing of the 15 th, and everything being ready 
for a storm, the enemy beat a parley, uid artides of 
surrender were signed before midnight. The middle 
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bastion was delivered up. next morningy.and the gar* 
rison, consisting of twelve hundred men, marched out 
the same day, with their aims and baggage, to be con- 
ducted to Limerick. — Tindal. 

Colonel O'Donovan delivered the keys of Kinsale 
into Lord Marlborough's hands, who, having thus ac« 
complished the design of his coming to Ireland, left 
his brother, Brigadier Churchill, governor of Charles 
Fort, and having disposed of his regiments into Ccork, 
Kinsale, and Ban don, returned with the fleet to Ports- 
mouth. The English army lost little less than three 
hundred men before Kinsale, many of whom perished 
by the inclemency of the weather; They found here 
provisions sufficient to support a thousand men for a 
year, and among the rest, no less than a ^ousand bar- 
rels of wheat, and as many of beef, forty tuns of 
claret, and a great quantity of sack, brandy, and strong 
beer. Thus were two very important places reduced 
at the close of a campaign, which might have been 
termed a disastrous one, from the loss of men before 
Limerick, and in a season of unusual severity. When 
the Earl of Marlborough came before Kinsale, and 
found the two forts commanding the port and town^ he 
began to repent of his expedition, and was heard to 
•say, that if he had been acquainted with . the strength 
of the place, he would never have attempted to take 
it in a season so far advanced. The neglect of fortify- 
ing the town, and thereby securing one of the best 
harbours in the world, was looked upon as one of the 
greatest blemishes in the French policy during this 
war, instead of whieh they fortified Limerick, a place 
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of little use to them, in comparison with Kinsale ; but, 
in this, though scarcely in any thing else, they seemed 
to comply with the Irish interest rather than their own. 
About the beginning of November, a French ship,- of 
thirty tons, laden with brandy and salt, sailed into 
Kinsale, and anchored under the old fort, supposing 
the place to be in the hands of the Irish ; but she was 
soon boarded and taken. 

By the reduction of Cork and Kinsale, the Irish 
were brought to a very low condition in Munster, and 
not being able to do anything of consequence, ' sup- 
ported the drooping spirits of their party by ridiculous 
prophecies, and false stories of cruelties practised or 
designed by the English. 

They marched with a thousand horse and five regi- 
ments of foot into the county of Cork, as far as 
Macromp ; but understanding that Cork and Kinsale 
had been taken, they returned to their main body, 
which consisted of eight or ten thousand men, and was 
but five miles behind them. On hearing that General 
Ginckle, who had the supreme command of the English 
army, was marching towards them from Cashiel, they 
retreated to Limerick. — London Gazette^ 1682. 

In their march, the Irish army burned some vil- 
lages, and the Duke of Berwick, having dined in the 
Earl of Orrery's house at Charleville, after dinner 
ordered it to be set on fire, and stayed himself to see^ 
it burned to ashes. He also burned most of the houses 
and villages on the north side of the Blackwater, as 
well in the county of Cork as that of Limerick. He 
did the same in the King's County, setting fire to 
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Ballybay, a small town, ten miles east of Banagher, m 
which were six companies of the Eari of Drogheda's 
regiment, who, finding themselres outnumbered, and 
the place untenable, retired to a Danish fort within 
the town, and by a resolute defence, obliged the enemy 
to quit it, with the loss of sixteen men killed in the 
streets, and many more in plundering the houses, the 
English missing about twenty-eight. 

The Irish also burned Killogh, in the King's County, 
at this time, and five hundred of them, under the com- 
mand of Colonel O'Driscoll, Captain Teigue O'Dono- 
van, and !^ Captain Croneen, and about thirty others, 
were slain, in an attack they made upon Castletown, 
the mansion-house of Colonel Townsend, in the barony 
of West Carbery, and county of Cork, and so many 
more were wounded, that the rest were obliged to re- 
tire, with loss and shame. 

In this attack, the object of which was, first to plun- 
der Colonel Townsend's hwise, and then burn it, one 
Ci^ain Mac Ronaine, with his drawn sword, endea- 
Yomred to prevent his men from running away, but he 
being killed, they got off. Several of them had bun- 
dles of straw on their breasts to resist the shot. 

On the day before this attack upon Castletown, about 
sixty of the English horse and foot met with five hun- 
dred Ropparees in West Carbery, who had followed 
them, and fired several times on their rere-guard, but 
they, turning back on them, killed nine of them. On 
a second attack, they killed one Brown, an Irish en- 
sign, and then proceeded on their march without fur- 
ther molestation. Towards the end of the year, the 
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English army, in the several garrisons scattered through 
die county of Cork, became very sickly ; and some of 
them, particularly those in the city, were nearly in a 
starvmg condition, from a scarcity of provisions, which 
latter circumstance was reported by Colonel Hales, the 
governor, to General Ginckle. 

While the army was dispersing into winter quarters, 
at a later period of the season than usual, a new kind 
of warfare was carried on between the Protestant 
militia, latdy raised, and the Popish Rapparees, who 
infested the country in large bodies. Their depreda* 
tions were so numerous, that a detail of them would 
be, as Harris observes, too minute for general history. 
He, therefore, passed over all of the encounters with 
them unnoticed, except where something extraordinary 
occurred. 

In the month of December, one Mac Fineen, a pri-. 
soner in Cork, escaped, and having got together a 
party of four himdred men, marched to Iniskeen. 
On finding it guarded, he led his men against Castle- 
town, on which they made a second attack, but it wa» 
bravely defended for some time by a lieutenant and 
thirty dragoons; but their ammunition failing them, 
and five of the dragoons having been killed, they were 
obliged to surrender upon quarter — notwithstanding 
which the Irish killed the lieutenant. A party was 
afterwards sent to this place by Major Culliford, from 
Iniskeen — they attacked the Irish, took five prisoners, 
and killed ten of them. On the 28th of the same 
month, M^or-General Tettau marched from Cork with 
forces towards the county of Kerry. 
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The lords justices were employed at this tinie in 
giving form to the ciWl government of Ireland, wJmh 
had necessarily gone into confusion during the iate 
contest for the crown. The judges and other law 
officers were appointed, among them were Sir Charles 
Porter, lord chancellor ; Sir Richard Reynel, Bart., 
chief justice of the king's bench; Richard Pyne, Esq., 
chief justice of the common pleas ; Richard, afterwards 
Sir Richard Cox, second justice of that court ; Sir John 
Hely, chief baron of the exchequer ; and Sir John 
Temple, attorney-general. 

All indictments for high treason were removed to 
the superior law courts. Lord lieutenants and their 
dq)uties were appointed in the several counties subject 
to the English power ; commissions were granted to 
the officers of the militia, now become a most effective 
Protestant force to balance against the Rapparees ; the 
militia men were armed, in order to defend their per* 
sons and their properties ; and a privy council was con- 
stituted of such men as were esteemed the most attached 
to King William's government. 

The commission of forfeitures being found prejudicial 
to the subjects, and of little advantage to the crown, was 
superseded ; several pi'oclamaticms were issued to rega** 
late trade, to restrain the disaffected and preserve, the 
peace. From a necessity which was to be deplored, but 
oould only be thus provided for, it was ordained that 
the members of the Church of Rome in every county 
should be held responsible for the murders and rdbberies 
committed by those of their communion in it ; and 
where any considerable number of Rapparees were 
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^Ueetedy no Popish priest was suflRsred to reside; 
iOBoe fruitless attempts were made to correct the dis- 
ovdervof the army — but intm' arma — nlentlege^r the 
military officers treated the civil power with contempt ; 
the soldiers acknowledged no superiors but their officers ; 
the foreigners recognised no distinction between the 
English and Irish or Protestant and Popish inhabitants 
of Ireland ; and the people, with too much justice, com- 
plained in the bitterness of their outraged feelings, that 
the army were more ruinous to them than the Rappa* 
rees. They had, however, the candour to confess, Chat 
the Dutch officers and soldiers were honorably distin- 
guished by an inoffensive modesty* 

Several officers of William's army were suspected of a 
secret reluctance to a final decision of the existing con- 
test, and disregarding the consequences of a civil war — 
^ey looked to a peace as to the extinction of their 
hopes of gain by employment or confiscations^ — they 
apprehended their being called, too, against an enemy on 
the' continent more formidable than they had yet found 
the Irish to be. Several of the privy counsellors also were 
said to be equally averse to such offers^ of pardon as- 
might break the power of the enemy by inducing mul- 
titudes to lay down thehr arms. 

• General Ginckle was actuated by more moderate 
fentiments, both as to a vigorous prosecution of the war, 
and the indulgence due to those who might be induced 
to submit; Sir Cloudesly Shovel was now on the coasts 
and was directed by the Lords Justices' to attend the 
orders of General Ginckle who made pressing applica* 
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. tions to he j^ovid^d with a declaration of pardcm to 
. repooting ri^bels. .But this unhappily was not sagtetMe 
r to t(ie privy coundJ. The lords justices hesitatecU- 
^ihey required that overtures of submission should be 
; first made by considerable bodies of the enemy» which 
their officers virould be but too sure to prevent j they 
■ pleaded their iJnuted instructions, and that a letter they 
Jiad received from the Earl of Nottingham, which di- 
rected them to treat with the rebels, did not authorise 
.them to publish a declaration so extensive as that wbidi 
Gtnckle required* They expressed a desire, that he 
.shoidd publish offers of pardon in his own nam^ and 
promised to ratify them at any hazard, should they be 
.found necessary for the service. This hesitation and 
jreluctance was of less fatal consequence than it might 
.have been» §ov Ginckle tound it impracticable to pene- 
trate into the County of Kerry where the rebels were 
in great force, and at a time when the roads were Imi- 
iken up by the inclemency of a severe winter. 

The enemy, in the mean time, made several efert^.to 
break in upon the English frontier* A magazine of 
^rage bad been provided at Atblone for five thousand 
i^prse and dragoons for ten days, which indicated th^ the 
Irish had some design of. extraordinary consequence. 
. It soon iippeared that they intended to . at.taek . an 
.English garrison at MuUinga,r-..4ind . for thift purpose 
they were at this time emf4oyed in fortifying Ballymore^ 
a little towji^ .between their garrison and M^llingiir. 

MuUingar was, therefore, reinforce and QincJde 
Jiimself arrived there with two thous^i^d fppt ^an^ .W9 
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. thousand horse ; and with them approached against a 
considerable body of the enemy encamped near Bally- 



The Irish drew up with an appearance of being de- 
termined to maintain their post. The pass whicli 
they occupied was secured by palisadoes, but in their 
ignorance and precipitation, they, with their character- 
istic propensity to blunder, pointed the palis^does in- 
wards against themselves, so as to secure the entrance 
of the enemy instead of resisting them. They were 
quickly put to flight, and pursued to the Moate of 
Grenogue, a neighbouring town. Here they drew up 
aga^n, but were driven into the town, where they at- 
tempted to entrench themselves, but soon abandoned 
the design, and fled to Athlone in the utmost conster- 
nation. In this action the Irish lost about thr^ hun- 
dred men, and several officers, with their baggage and 
a considerable quantity of arms, and five hundred horses. 
So great was the consternation at Athlone, that the gates 
were shut against the fugitives, of whom many fled for 
shelter ^to the bogs, and many were drowned in the 
Shannon. 

This was a golden opportunity for Ginckle to attack 
Athlone, but he most unaccountably did not attempt to 
-do so* It was, however, of great consequence, as it 
^defeated the dei^ign on the English garrisons, whidi 
might have proved &tal in the ensuing campaign, and 
it damped the spirits of the Irish-— a volatile people, 
easily affected either with good or bad fortune — and it 
increased the confusion now existing in their coui^cils. 
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Tyrconnel had been sent to France to solicit suc- 
cours, and he returned with a miserable pittance of 
eight thousand pounds, and some clothing, wretchedly 
insufficient. The money was distributed as a donation 
among the soldiers, but could not allay their suspicions 
of the insincerity of France. 

James had committed the administration of his civil 
affairs to Sir Richard Nagle and Sir Stephen Rice, and 
as Tyrconnel had declared for moderate measures, and 
for securing his master's adherents by a submission, he 
was accused of treachery. Sarsfield, whose military 
genius determined him to seek security in arms, and 
rather to die bravely on the field of battle than to aban- 
don a cause in which he had been with some success 
engaged, opposed the temporizing councils of* Tyr- 
connel. 

The officers who rallied round Sarsfield expressed 
their hope, that the king of France would send his tri- 
umphant navy against Kinsale and Cork, that clothes, 
and provisions, and ammunition, and arms, would 
be sent for twenty-five thousand men, and they said 
that England was discontented and would soon declare 
for King James. 

Some French officers gradually arrived, and repeated 
the assurances of speedy succours ; and among them 
St. Ruth, a distinguished officer, who had been ill ' 
treated for his services against the Heretics of France, 
and had reduced Savoy. He landed at Limerick with 
the commission of general-in-chief of the army of Ire- 
land* 
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.Sarsfield was discontented at the appointment, nor 
qould the title of Earl of Lucan, conferred upon him 
by James, reconcile him to this unnecessary and unrea* 
sonable partiality to a foreigner. 

St. Ruth, who w^ not supplied with those vast sum$ 
of money and of military stores which the Irish ex* 
p^cted, resolved on a defensive war; he ordered the 
towns on the Irish side of the Shannon to be fortified, 
and with the main army he took his station at Athlone^ 

In the mean time, Lieutenant Colonel Columbine 
was posted in the frontier garrison of Roscrea, with 
two hundred foot and sixty horse; and though he 
laboured under great necessities, having very little 
ammunition, and a short allowance of provisions, he 
marched out on the twelfth of November, being jomed 
by a party firom Birr, and burned all the corn near 
the Shannon, and in the neighbourhood of Nenagh, 
together with two of the enemy's castles. He intended 
to have burned Nenagh, a place of some stoength, com* 
Branded by Anthony O'CarroU, who had been trouble* 
some in that neighbourhood; but the party from 
Birr refused to join him, and he thought it too great 
a hazard to attempt it with his own party. He wa^ 
therefore, lefl liable to daily incursions into his quarters 
by parties from the town and castle of Nenagh, who 
had been joined by two broken companies of foot and 
some straggling parties of plunderers. 

There were at this time English garrisons posted at 
Birr, and Thurie8> and several casdes in their neigh* 
bourhood were occupied by detachments from Lord Dro* 
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ghedfl^s regiment, all under the command of die governor 
of Birr. ' 

' An expedition to reduce the county of Kerry, occu^ 
pied the English army in the depth of thb winter ; while ' 
Genera] Douglas advanced towards Jamestown and 
Sfigo, having first detached a party from MuBtngar, 
under Cplonel Brewer, with some field pieces, who 
mastered LanesboroUgh, and secured the pass over the 
Shannon at that place* On the first day of the year ' 
1691 9 having beaten off three thousand rebels who 
had assembled there to maintain it, he placed a garrison 
of three hundred men to secure the pass through 
Lanesborotigh into the province of Commught. 

On the twenty-eighth of December, a body of forces * 
under the command of Major Greneral Tettau marched 
ftom Cork to Macromp, where they were joined by 
Brigadier Churchill, Sir David Collier, and Colond 
Coy, with their regiments, and a detachment of the 
royal regiment of dragoons, making in all) a body of 
upwards of two thousand men, with which, on the last 
day of the year, they marched into the coimty of 
Kerry, without meeting with any of die enemy's troops^ 
i;^io, as they fied before them, burnt and wasted the * 
country. 

On the first of January, 1691> they forced their way 
thiwugh a fortification of the enemy, and then pro- 
ceeded towards Kilhumey and Ross Casde, strong by • 
skuation, and manned by six hundred men ; Lcnrds De 
Courcy aind Slane^ however, abandoned it, and fied to 
Limerick. It was much too strong to be attacked 
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wU&.any'hope of success whhbut artillery, which thtf 
En^h bad iM>t with them ; and al^er an attack upoii a 
fortified Todc near the castle, which was defended by > 
soKcn^-'Seven. rebels, and in which they succeeded wiUi ' 
die loss of a iew men, they marched to Tral^e. ^ 

The Irish had twenty -•one troops of dragoons, imd 
sffven of horse, commanded ' by General Sheldon, but 
they abandoned it in great disorder, not having time to • 
burn it, and retired widi the utmost expedition to 
Ldmerick. The En^ish army, throt^h want of provt^' 
siimsy and from the extreme severity of the winter^ \ 
guned but little advantage fi-om tlie success, and re^* ) 
turned to ^tmr quarters at Macromp, where they anrived > 
om the sixth of January. Thus ended an expedition ; 
from Ti^ch great consequences had been expected, yet > 
nothing Allowed, except that the Irish w^e terrified : 
in Limerick, and through the whole province of Mun- 
ster, and in many parts of it broke up their quarters. 

- In the latter end of January, a body of Rapparees 
fardce into the line about Clonmel/ and in open day-*' 
light set fire to several vBlages, and then retired to their 
inual shelter in the mountains about Bilboa, where they • 
were followed by the high sheriff, with a party of horse; 
from Cahir, and some of his militia dragoons, who set- 
fire to Bilboa, and burned all the country almo^as fkr- 
as- the river Suir; the consequence of which was, that' 
dns hiurbour of the Rapparees being wasted, great num^ 
bers pf them sued for protection^ and submitted to the' 
government. * 

1 The Protestants in the city of Limerick were -at 
this time in a most miserable condition ; they were 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



^8 HISTOatT OF JMEIULVJ^f WMlOm BEUBF <KP DEUIT 

QlK oaly obliged to pay towards repairing^ liie breaciiet 
in Ibe walls, and erectmg new fiirtificatioii8» but wen$ 
compiled to work, without respect of persons, or endure . 
the pillory <ir other punishments. Their houses and 
goods were not at their own connnand, nor could the^ 
be sure of the niOTsel they had ready to put into ihsat 
mouths. Their churches had been taken away &mm 
them, and they were debarred from religious worsh^ 
in their own houses; neither could they bury dieir 
dead, but at the back of the church-yards, or en die 
high roads among nude&ctors ; and if it had not been 
^ avoid infection from the putridity of dead bodieliy 
even that would have been deemed too good for them 
as heretics ; and if they attempted to pass the gate% 
orders were given to knock out their brains. Yet seve* 
ral of them ran all hazards to make, their esciq[)e from 
such misery, and brought frequent accounts to the 
English of the state of the garrison. 

The breaches made by the lUst year's siege were^* 
paired, except the wall of the English town next the 
Island, which was very weak, and where the place oiiglil 
be easily assaulted. Tyrconnel on his return ftom 
France had brought with him a supply of money muoh 
less than had been expected, but neither artillery nor 
men<^the garrison and inhabitants were divided into 
two hostile parties, one for the French, headed by 
Tyrconnel and St. Ruth, and another and more nume* 
rous for the Irish, of whom Sarsfield was tlie popular 
head. 
: In this situation was the city of Limerick at Ih^ 
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JM^ningof March, when those who ocdupied it expected 
toJbe vigorously attacked in the approaching summer* 
. . On the fourteendi of the month, the queen approving 
CNfithe recommendation of the Lord's Justices, to pr^Mim 
fi^ this attadc, and the vigorous prosecutaon of the war, 
^cfeled a magazine to be formed at MuUingar for the 
SN^ly of the siege of Limeinckj and to provide for such 
oarviages and horses as should be necessary for it. 
- iSeneral Gindcle was considerably embarrassed and 
retarded by the want of money, provisions, and other 
necessaries at this time* These, however, were gradu* 
ally Implied, rein^cements arrived from England, and 
the army I»s0mbled at MuUin^r, it having been re* 
solved to open the campaign with the siege of Athlone«r 
^ It opened auspiciously by the reduction of Ballymore> 
which the enemy had fortified durii^ the winter, and 
ooeupied with a thousand of their choicest forces. As 
this place lay convenient for maintaining a communica** 
tion between Athlone, MuUingar, and Dublin, Ginckle 
onderedthe breaches to be repaired, and additional for* 
tificalions to be made, and he did not march forward 
ualU these works were finished, and an English garrison 
stationed in the fort. 

r The. service of the iiewly raised militia was most im* 
portant during the whole of this campaign, afibrding^ 
IhTo^ q£ K^hat the Protestant population of Ireland can 
^KKXt when oi^anized and disciplined as a military 
b^y,)and' which they have several times since made 
evident, both as volunteers and as armed yeomanry* 
;^ The government hemg sensible that the Irish hoped 
to ruin the . army by the Rapparees, obviated the mis* 

m2 
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diief by armiog the militia, and mddAg them numerous' 
and effective. They consisted of men who had suffered^ 
^verely fVom the Irish, and had been excited by iii^« 
nation, as wdl as by a sense of duty, to prevent the 
Rapparees from infesting the roads, intercepting the 
ildlitary carriages, 4sid plundering the country ; sobd ia* 
this service they were so forward, that they in a great 
measure frustrated the designs of ^e enemy, nor weiv 
Aey ever worsted by them in an equal encounter. Be- 
sides this, they were a great relief to the army, by snp^ 
plying convoys, guarding passes, and assisting «t the 
taking of Sligo and other strong holds of the enemy. 
' The efficacy of the militia of Cork at this time is on 
record in Smith's History of that county and city, in 
which we find that they defended a frontier of eighty 
miles in circuit — namely from Tallow to £nnisken;y, all 
of which they garrisoned except Fermoy and BalljFma* 
gooly, so that of seven regiments of the army left for 
the security of this county, five of them were spared' 
to the camp, and only Colonel Hastings' left in Cork»- 
and Churchill's in the fort of Kinsale $ and instead of 
losing a single gatrison, they gained ground very con»^ 
siderably. They killed in difierent encounters with die 
enemy, during the first three or four months of this 
important campaign, no less than three thoosand of* 
Ihem ; and yet were able to spare a thousand of tbeir 
own body, which guarded the pass at Killaloe wlaltt- 
Ae English artillery was carried from Atiilone to Ltme^ 
rick ; and were afterwards posted at Annaghbegy where,* 
under the command of O^nel Stroud, they brought 
off two hundred Protestants who had been prisonevf ia 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



TO THB SURR^NDBR 6t tJMEBICK* ' 2^^* 

airidand of the Shannon. It 19 observed in SirlUch»> 
ard Cox's manuscript, quoted by Harris, that ih order to> 
perform these services the number of these militia-men 
#a» very considerable. It amounted to thirty-six troc^ 
of dragoons^ in six regiments, and twenty-seven com- 
panies of foot, in three regiments, besid^ three hundred) 
French refugees from the counties of Limerick and 
Kerry. 

In die course of the spring, a smart action took place 
at Six-mile- Water, in the county of Cork, where an: 
hundred and ten Englisli, commanded by Captaia 
Thornicroft, were attacked on their march from Bally-! 
magooly by three hundred Irish horsemen and dnu 
goons. They retired to a pound made for cattle, and 
defended themselves so well there, that they killed tliree^ 
<tf the Irish Captains, some inferior officers, and about;; 
thirty private soldiers, after which they obliged the sur-; 
vivors to retreat. The English lost but eleven men ia 
this action, and Major Slingsby was conveyed by them, 
to Cork, mortally wounded. ) 

About the same time, Colond Piper, with tlKi county 
of Kildare troops, and a detachment of the DubliQ 
militia^ made an expedition against a body of Rapparees» 
and killed fifty of them. Lieutenant Arthur Bernard^ 
with twenty of the militia dragoons, and eighteen footn 
neo, advanced from Bandon into the enemy's quarters^ 
irhare he took five hundred she^, fifty cows, and thir-) 
teen horses. On this attack seven €X)m|)anies of Q'Dono-* 
va»'s re^ment assembled, and detached anhundred and 
twiettty of their number to fall upon Bernard's party,, but. 
they were soon repulsed with the.lossof ten men and 
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ooe prisoner, all the plunder being brought off 8afelyir«>« 
Ckarkdt Corrwpondewce. 

On the 14th of March, the Irish designing to fsm^. 
prise a body of horses lately arrived from England, wb& 
prevented by Lieutenant Spencer and a party (^ Briga* 
dier Villiers's regiment, who being informed of this de^ 
sign, mardied out of Ci^poquin with Comet Collins 
and twelve troopers, and finding the enemy, about oyic 
hundred in number,^8omewhat confused and disordered, 
he attacked them and drove them into a wood within » 
mile of the town. By this time eighteen more of hi0 
troop had joined him, a pwrt of than dismounted, and 
walked into the wood, whilst the rest secured the passes 
out of it, to prevent the escape o^ the rebels. The 
contest lasted, with a smart firing on both sides, for 
some hours, till at length forty of the enemy fell, and 
ti^ir commanding officer and seven soldiers were made 
prisoners, without any loss on the Englisli side, Uie amis 
and accoutrements all falling a prey to Spencar*a party. 
On the same day that this action haf^pened, Lieutenant* 
Colonel Lillingston, at this time quartered in Roscrea, 
marched out of it, and being joined by another party 
firom Birr, making together three hundred horse, fix»t, 
and dragoons, they advanced towards Nenagh. He 
first secured a bridge about half a mile firom the town, 
and soon afterwards the whole garrison marched out to 
oppose them ; but with his small number, bang tmly 
eighteen horse and as many finyt, he maintmned the 
pass till his main body came up, and advanced tofwanb 
the enemy, who took to flight ; and he pursued them, 
killing two of their officers and twenty of their private 
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men. He then «eDt a detadbment to secure the pass 
on the other side of Nenagh towards. Limerick, while 
^he rest of hb men entered the town, the rebels flying 
into the castle. He burned all the houses, together 
with a great store of meaX and malt^ and brought off 
with him three hundred head of black cattle. Forty 
or fifty of the Irish were killed on this occasion, Lil- 
Uogston losing only two of his party ; for want of artil- 
lery, he could not attack the castle with any hope of 
suocess, so it remained in the hands of those who had 
fled into it. 

. On the 28th of March advice came to McHintmellick, 
that three thousand of King James's army had on the 
night before quartered at TuUamore, within ten miles 
of that place, designing to make an attack on some of 
the frontier garrisons. Captain Hart, who commanded 
a part c^ the army at Mountmellick, sent notice of this 
intelligence to General Ginckle ; but whatever induced 
the. enemy to make this movement, they marched no 
farther, but again retired beyond the Shannon* 

On the 6th of AprU, Ave hundred of the Irish rebels 
and Rapparees marched to attack Cloghnakilty, in the 
^unty of Cork, where an English garrison of fifty dra- 
goons and twenty-flve foot was posted, imder the com-? 
mand of Captain Tenwick, for the security of the place. 
They were repulsed on their first attack ; and then being 
joined by Mac Carty'sand Mac Tonnin's regiments, and 
two others, making in all fifteen hundred men, corn-* 
manded by Brigadier O'Carrol, they marched against 
Inniskeen, and some other small garrisons near it. 
This town lies about fifteen miles south-west of Cork, 
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tod five or six west of Bandoh ; atid ' if the Irish had 
succeeded in getting possession of if, they could have' 
greatly annoyed the English garrisons in that neigh*^ 
bourhood. 

There were only two ensigns and forty-four men of 
Sir David Collier's regiment in it. They defended the 
streets for some time ; but the assailants, by the aid of 
the inhabitants, who favoured their attempts, got in at 
the back-doors of the houses, and setting fire to som^' 
of them, the small garrison retired .into one of the? 
houses, where they defended themselves against all the 
attempts of the multitudes that attacked them ; they 
were, however, on the point of being overpowered, or 
burned out, when Lieutenant- Colonel Ogilby arrived 
seasonably from Bandon with an hundred and fifty horse' 
and foot, and obliged the rebels to draw off: in the 
action and the retreat they lost seventy-two men.— ^' 
Dublin Intelligencer. 

In this and the succeeding month of May, several 
vessels arrived at Dublin and other ports with provisions 
and men from England, and great diligence was used 
in preparing for an early and vigorous campaign. Horses 
for the train of artillery and the different regiments of 
Cavalry were bought up in England and sent across the 
channel, yet not in sufficient number to prevent much sub- 
sequent inconvenience for want of them. Tents, clothes, 
i^oes, artillery, and other necessaries were still wanted^ 
which gave great delay to the movements of the forcefe^ 
and caused some danger of a failure of the approaching 
campaign to terminate the wai*. Many of the officers 
seM to England to raise recruits, were delayed there 
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f0r want of money for that purpose, and even for sub- 
sistence and clothing* These difficulties^ however, were 
afterwards removed, though not so timely as was neces* 
sary for the service. 

The town of Mullingar, though a frontier of the 
greatest importance, was weakly garrisoned $ the enemy 
being in the strongest force in the neighbouring town» 
of Athlone and Ballymore, of which Colonel Frederick 
Hamilton, then on the spot, gave notice so early as the 
20th of April. 

The garrison of Mullingar at this time consisted of 
eight hundred and fifly men, which was not half enough, 
considering the compass of the works, and the duty ^e 
soldiers were obliged to discharge, not only by constant 
guards and patrols, but by convoys and garrisoning se-* 
veral houses of strength in its vicinity. Of that num-^ 
ber above two hundred were taken o£P by the breaking 
of a weak regiment of Colonel Caulfield some time 
before. By these means the garrison was reduced to 
five hundred men, of whom sixty were sick «id unfit 
for service. 

* If the enemy had made a vigorous attack on thi» 
town, there was no place in it that could a£Pord security' 
to the garrison but the church-yard ; the consequence 
of which would have been the destruction of the rest of 
the town, and the loss of all the stores of war, which 
had been laid up there in great plenty as a magazine 
for the ensuing campaign. As i^eaee were a great many 
members of the Church of Rome in Mullingar, the' 
enemy could not be ignorant of it» weakness, and their 
lale assembling in great force at Ballymore^ lud the 
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Mdate of <jrreDOge, and the places of stiei^th h^wem 
those towns and the Shannon, in the preceding montb 
of Pebniary, was designed against Mullingar and 4b^ 
district about it, which the suct^essiiil expedition of Qe^ 
nend Ginckle» already related, entirely frustrated* 

Sarsfidd bad come down from Limerick to Athh>D«i 
to head an attack upon Muilingar ; but upon the defeat 
of the troops on the above-mentioned occasion, he re* 
turned back to his quarters, convinced that he would uet^ 
have been supported in it by the Irish, as bogs and fast^ 
nesses were convenient to them in Westmeath and Ros« 
common, to attract them to fly to them for security OA 
a vigorous o^josition being made to them. If this de« 
sign of the Irish had succeeded, and they had taken 
Mullingar with the s^)res in it, as they had taken the 
artillery in the precedbg year, no reasonable expeota^ 
tion could have remained to the English of a success^ 
campaign ; the war on their side would have become « 
defensive one, and they would have been driven back 
to Ulster to their indelible disgrace, and the increase of 
the abdicated king's party in England and Scotland* . 
^ 'On the 13th of llay, the necessary steps having be^ 
taken for the security of the out parts of the kingdoi% 
and all things put in a good condition for opposing tb^. 
^nemy, and the general rendezvous being appointed^ilr 
Mullingar, Lieutaiant-General GincUe marched out of 
DuUin, and on the next day arrived at the campi wh^r^ 
he found eight regiments of foot, six of horse, and ^a^ 
of dragoons, all in high spivtts, and newly dothed^ 

Ina fiBw days they were joined by Lieutenaot<^GeneKial 
Douglas, at Rathcondra, about six miles from Midliup 
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gUTi hidf way between that towni and BaHymahon, wMi 
nine raiments of foot, two of dragoons, and twelve 
troopa of horse ; whidi were soon aflerwiards farther 
augmented by«meh troops as General Mackay had ha|>* 
pily coannanded in the reduction of the Scottish High* 
landers* 

' A diversion of the forces from the centre of the 
island was at this time attempted by the enemy, for on 
Ite 18th of May they assembled at Bru£^ in the county 
of Limerick, to the number of seven thousand ta&if 
besides a multitude of Rapparees, for the avowed pur-* 
pose of attacking Bandon, Kinaale, Cork, and Ym^bal; 
die forces in these places being insij^ctent to re»st so 
numerous an enemy. Cdenel Hastings and Mr. Justice 
Cox represented this to the government, desiring the 
formation of a camp of three or four thousand men 
Aout Tipperary, or elsewhere, between Cashel and 
Cork. This was precisely what the enemy aimed at ; they 
wished by such a diversion offeree as this would cause^ 
to prevent Ginckle from forcing a passage over the 
Shaimcm, and, by weakening his army, to render the 
attempt hopeless. For the same purpose they now 
threatened to attack Philipstown, defended only by 
sixty of Lord George Hamilton's regiment, and by that 
{iass to break into the English quarters in the King's 
and Queen's Counties. But all these designs were frus- 
tr^ed by Ginckle's arrival at Mullingar on the last day 
of May. 

About this time a considerable number of deserters, 
both officers and private soldiers, came over from the 
enemy, particularly from the regiments of CoioneU 
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Fkz^Jameft and LuttreU. The officers received lislf-. 
pay according to their rank, and the piivates were ak^ 
lowed pay from the time of their cotning in. A am- 
siderable body of deserters at Drdgfaeda, being midar' 
severe necessities, were supplied with subsistence and' 
necessaries in advance. — Clarke^s Correspondence^ ^ 

On General Ginckle's arrival at Mullingar he ordered 
the works made in the preceding winter for the security 
of the town, to be contracted, that fewer men migfa<^ 
beable to^kfend it ; and besides other artillery, planted' 
four pieces of cannon on a mount towards the smith' 
side of the town. He despatched an express to die 
Duke of Wirtemberg, directing him to jom the army^ 
towards Athlone, where it was determined to force a' 
passage over the Shannon. 

The garrison in Ballymore at ' this thne consisted of 
about a thousand of the enemy's best mmi, detached- 
from Athlone. On ascertaining the force there, Ginckle 
sent the Miffquis of Ruvigny, with some horse and dra-* 
goons, to pomess a pass between that place and Athlone^ 
and on the next day, being the 7th of June^ the army' 
marching to Ballymore, beat in the out-posts, and sur-; 
rounded the fort about noon. He then summoned 
the place, but the governor, Lieutenant-Colonel Ulidc: 
Bonrke, refusing to accept of the proposals, fbinr Md 
pieces were fired for three or four hours at random upon; 
t|ie' idand in whiph the fort and surrounding worics 
stood, encompassed by a lough on three sides, and (n» 
the foordi by a morass. 

On the next day, about sun-rise, the balteriesf 
being raised, he sent a second summons in harsben 
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terms than tbe first: the summons was verbal, informing 
tfa^ goyemoTf that '< as one of his Serjeants had been ' 
hanged on the preceding day fbr having obstinatdy de^ ^ 
fended an untenable place^ he should have the same 
fgSte if he did not deliver up the fbrt within an hour.'* 
Bourke pretended to mistake the message, and de«red 
aa explanation in writing, widi which theCreneral com* 
plied, informing lum that ^ if he surrendered the fbrt of 
BaBymore to him within two hours, he would give him 
and his garrison their lives, and make them prisoners 
of war; if not, that neither he nor they should have 
qtiarter, nor another opportunity of saving himself; but 
that if in the time mentioned, their women and children 
would go out, they liad permission to do so.'' 

The governor, however, insisting on being allowed 
to march out with the honours of war, Ginckle ordered 
aR the guns and mortars to play on the fort, and Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Burton, the garrison's chief engineer, 
had his head shot off. The siege, however, went on, 
and the Lord Chief Justice Conings, by arriving at the 
camp, had the satisfaction of being an eye-witness of 
the forwardness of the soldiers engaged in it. About 
twelve o'clock the enemy beat a parley, and himg out 
a white flag, of whidi the General took no notice, but 
resdved to storm the fort next momine, on the arrival - 
of some tin boats for which he had sent, there being 
two breaches made in the enemy's works. He had four 
large boats in the camp, which he ordered to belatmched 
on the lake and filled with men ; on the sight of which, 
the garrison dreaded their being put to the sword, and 
abeui seven o'clock beat a second parley, most evnestly 
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begging quarter* The General beipg a mOtt mercifid 
tnan^ ordered the artillery to cease firii^} and by eight 
o^clook, the governor with some officers came out and 
surrendered the place at discretion. 

The English found in it fifly-one officersi seven 
h^mdred and eighty private soldiers, and two hundred 
and sixty Kapparees, most of them well armed. They 
Were all sent off prisoners to Dublin. About four hun* 
died women and children were set at liberty. In the, 
island four hundred and thirty sheep with other cattle 
and provisions were found. The English lost but eight 
men^^the Irish about forty. It seemed unaccountable 
that the enemy did not relieve or abandon this {^ace, 
since by the surrender of it, they lost more than a regi-^ 
mient of their best soldiers. — Gazette, No. 2761. 

Captain Parker, who served at this siege says, that 
Ginckle's army, when assembled at Mullingar, amounted 
to about three and twenty thousand, and that St. Ruth's, 
on the other side of the Shannon near Athlone, was 
esteemed to be about the same number. He says it 
took six days to take the fort of Ballymore, and that 
OB the surrender of it, the miserable effects of civil 
war appeared in a very melancholy manner. The Irish 
army, to prevent a famine among themselves, had driven , 
all the useless mouths from among them in the course 
of the preceding winter, and forced them to cross the 
Shannon ; and when the wretched multitude approadied 
the EngHsh army, they for the same reason would not 
suffinr them to come within their frontiers ; so that f>e* 
tween both, a great body of aged and infirm^ nervous 
women and children, were in a most deplorable condi^on 
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fbr want of food. They came flocking in great numbers 
about our camp at BaIlymore> says Parker, devouring 
all the filth they could meet with. Our dead Iiorses, 
crawling with vermin as the suit parched them, were 
delicious fare to them, while their infants sucked those 
carcases with as much eagerness as if they were at their 
mothers' breasts. 

The English' repaired the breaches in the fort of 
Ballymore, levelled the batteries and trenches, and 
put the place in a better state of defence than it had 
been ; and* as it was conveniently situated to preserve 
a communication through Mullingar to Dublin, Lieu* 
tenant*Colonel Toby Pierce, a vigilant officer, was left 
governor of it, with a garrison consisting of four com- 
panies of Douglas's regiment, who went himself to 
Ulster, and thence into Flanders. 

On the eighteenth the army marched to Ballybum- 
pass, half way between Athlone and Ballymore, about 
five miles from each. Here they were joined by the 
forces under the Duke of Wirtemberg and Count 
Nassau, being seven thousand foreigners, which made 
the whole army eighteen thousand efiective men. 

On the same night, General Ginckle, escorted by a 
body of horse, took a view of Athlone, and discovered 
the enemy's horse posted on some hills near the town, 
their whole camp being about two miles beyond the 
Shannon, on the Connaught side of it. It was on a 
neck of land between two bogs, where it remafned till 
the town was taken, St. Ruth in his security neglecting 
to demolish the fortifications on the side next to it, 
'Which proved disastrous to him in a few days; On 
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(the nineteenth the early van guar4 marched &0m 
BallyburDy and irom several oat ditches beat the eneony 
into the walls of the Westmeath side of Athlcme. 

l^e then raised a battery near Dublin gate* and 

. ruined a bastion near the water-side after some eon- 

. siderable resistance. A French lieutenant of grenadiers 

first mounted the wall, and throwing in his graiado^ 

' £red his piece^ and ordered his men to do the same ; 

he was instantly killed, but the Irish were soon driven 

from their posts, and crowded so hastily over the bridge 

. to the Connaught side of the town, that many of them 

. were crushed to death, and a considerable number forced 

over the battlements into the Shannon, and drowned* 

Sixty of the Irish were killed and a greater number 

. wounded in this action ; the English lost about twenty, 

and forty of them were wounded ; among the latter were 

. Brigadier Stuart and one captain. Lieutenant-Colonel 

Kirk, who was posted with a detached party at some 

, distance, was killed by a cannon shot from the town, as 

he was taking a view of the attack on the bastion 

from the side of a hill. 

Colonel Woolsely was then detached towards Bally- 
.more to escort eleven guns and three mortars to the 
army, and to hasten the pontoons ; and before night- a 
battery of five twenty-four pouuders was raised at t^ 
. foot of the bridge, where a floor was made for sis: 
.mortars. Captain Parker says that an entrenchment was 
thrown up at this time along the river-side, begicining 
above the bridge, and being carried on below the spot, 
oppo»te the works of the Roscommon side of the town. 
/'Beiiig engaged in this work," he says, << he received 
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ik£kvwxMUt shot on the crown of his head-«^he ball only 
Igtazing on a thick skull, went off.** 

A trooper of the name of John Hunter, a nadve of 
iMaghera, in the county of Londonderry, and ancestor of 
ike Rev. Mr. Hunter, Seceding minister of Colerahie, 
t watat this siege, as he had been at the defence of the city 
/ofhis native county in the preceding year. He has left an 
interesting diary of his providential escapes through 
life, and in it he mentions, that when he was at the siege 
of Athlone, and as he was looking out of a window at 
the water-side, leaning his cheek against one of the 
boards of it, not supposing himself in any danger, a 
musqnet ball came and struck into the board, just near 
bis cheek — '< the Lord,'' says he, ** blessed me, so that 
there did not a ball touch my flesh in all that siege, 
glory be to his soiiT jxameJ' He gives in this curious 
manuscript the following character of General Kirk, 
which accords with the brutality of that man when em- 
.ployed by King James in the west of England, on the 
;aappression of Monmouth's rebellk)n, and when entrusted 
-by King William with the relief of Londonderry, and the 
ommand of that city some time afterwards. 

'< This .General Kirk," says Hunter, '^lived a most 
.lii^ddly and wicked life, doing all that he could to pro- 
4Q0te to Jcingdom of Satan. It is reported of him, that 
be was guilty of mcest. He was a great blasphemer, 
#ad breaker of the Lord's day. He was one that made 
41 god of his belly, consuming more meat and drink 
fiban would have sufficed several fiuniHes in an ordinary 
mtiy^ He was a greaH oppcessor 6f the poor^ wherever 
ir and his ungodly crew wexe q^artered. He loved 
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no civil man, therefore the wickedest fellowa that wene 
in the country enlisted themselves in his regiment, amil 
in derision and scorn of sobriety and godlinessyhe called 
them his lambs. So that when any hurt was done to 
the country or to travellers,^ let there be never so many 
more quartered with them, they would bear the blame 
of all the evil that was done.- He called them lambs^ 
but would have named them better if he had called 
them lions or hell-hounds." 

Colonel Piercy Kirk, as we find by the account of 
the Queen's Royal regiment of foot, had served under 
the Duke of Monmouth, in the army of the King of 
France ; in the year 1673, he was Captain^Lieutenant 
of the Earl of Oxford's own troop of the royal regiment 
of horse guards in 1675; and was promoted from that 
regiment to be Lieutenant-Colonel of the second or 
Tangier regiment in 1680, and embarked with it £ov 
Africa in the month of September that year. Having 
distinguished himself in several actions with t)ie Moor% 
on the: death of the Earl of Plymouth at Tangier^ he 
was promoted to the Colonelcy of the second Tangier 
regiment, on the 27th of November, 1680^ and wafr 
transferred to the Queen's regiment in 1682. 

On the defeat of the Duke of Monmouth, Kick» 
with hla^ regiment, was ordered to escort Lord Chief 
Justice Jeffries, and his brother judge, on their circuity, 
in. a special commission, to try and pass judgment on- 
those who had aided the ill-fated duke in the insun^ecv 
tion against James the: Second. Numerous ave the 
acts: of barbarity^ which are charg^ by history. on 
Jefireys and Kirk, as perpetrated by them in what 
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were termed those ^' hloodtf assizes,^ and we are told 
liiBt no less than two hundred and sixty persons were 
put to death at that time. 

* Kirk's cruelty was supposed to have been the result 
<df the long and sanguinary wars he had been engaged 
in with the barbarians of Africa ; but Savage, in iiis 
history of Taunton, «ays, that on Kirk's being up- 
braided for his conduct by General Foulks, he excused 
himself by saying, that he had an express order from 
the king and his general officer, and that his commis- 
sion wient further. He appears, however, to have beea 
a willing agent to his ermined and sanguinary coadjutor, 
though his cruelty may have been exaggerated. Zeal 
and party spirit, says the author of the interesting 
memoirs of the Second Regiment of foot, are at all 
times prone to disfigure the pages of history. And if 
the case of Kirk is not admitted as exemplifying this 
fact, a very short statement will show that the character 
of the Queen's Royals, his regiment, has been unjustly 
implicated in these outrages. 

Doctor Toulman and other writers remark, that the 
name of lamhs was given by Colonel Kirk to his 
soldiers, who were always ready to execute his cruel 
orders ; but the truth is, that the regiment had the 
device of a lamb from its first foundation, and bears it 
to this day. From this circumstance they were called 
lambs long before the period alluded to, and without 
any connexion with its services in the west of England, 
after the defeat of the Duke of Monmouth and his 
adherents. 

St. Ruth's conduct respecting the defence of Athlonc '* 
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,ihls mneh and justly blamecl by the destroying of tfae 
worin raisecl by General Douglas in the preceding year ^ 
be oblrged the gallant Governor Grace to receive three 
of the wofst of his regiments into the town, in exchange 
f^r those who had so well defended it. Inexperienced 
men now garrisoned the place, and a misnnderstanding^ 
between Grace and St. Ruth wa« heightened iota 
open ernnky by the arrogance of the latter, who wt» 
equally the object of the contempt and aversion of 
Sarsfield, who was greatly dissatisfied at his mismanage* 
roent of Che defence of Athlone. With these circum- 
stances Ginckle became acquainted, which made htto 
the more coii6dent that he would be successful in h» 
undertaking. 

The Duke of Tyrconnel, who was at this time in Uie 
Irish camp near Athknie, had fallen under heavy eugpi-' 
don of treachery, and the military men who had 
resolved to give themselve» entirely up to the Frendk 
ivrt^est, blasted him as a feeble and fake man. Thi» 
was carried so far, that he was advised to leave the 
army to avoid affronts ; and an instance of the contempt 
into which he had fallen now appeared in Lieutenant- 
Colonel Connel's coming to his tent and bidding bta 
biegone from the camp, or otherwise he would cut h» 
tent-cords. Tyrconnel, sensible that this behavknsr 
numt have proceeded from a considerable faedo% 
removed early next morning to Limerick. 

Several batteries were now planted against the bitt^ 
t«wt), whidi, on the twenty-second and twenty-third <»f 
the month, played briskly on the north-east side of the 
cuilltiy whffire it was weakest. The twenty-f<Mirtli waa 
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^pefft in mieing more batteries, one below and cmoUrer 
-Above the bridge, and another by the river outside f he 
€2ng1i€h town wall, and opposite to a bastion of the 
'^tiemy. The General was now contriving the method 
to march part of his army over the Shannon, at a lord 
Awards Lanesborough, whilst his cannon was amiisifig 
the enemy at Athlone $ but An this he was frustrate 
Brigadier Waucop giving Colonel (TReiHy, the goi^ 
Pernor Of Lanesborough, timely notice of the design. 

About this time one of tlie Irish officers, according 
to a tradition recorded in Shaw Mason's Statisliced 
^Survey of Ireland, imder the head of Rathcline, def- 
'Alfoycd the steeple of the Church of Lanesborough, by 
iiring at it across the Shannon. GincMe now resolved e» 
force his way over the river at Athlone, and ^t. RtitM 
security, and even neglect of the defence of it, gave 
lliin great encouragements The volatile Frenchman 
WHS giving s{^endid entertainments and balls, as it were 
^ mark his •contempt for an impotent enemy, as ht 
•termed the English array, who were at this time labour- 
iAg with undaunted perseverance to gain possession^ of 
the bridge between the Westmeath and Rosoommf^n 
Mdes of the town, and had all things in readiness and^ 
4m)y to throw another bridge of pontoons and fioMd 
of timber about nine hundred feet above a pass nelrf 
liie bridge, which was supposed to be fordable, tlie 
dver not having been so low for many years as it nW 
Jt this time* 0» the evening of the twenty-second ef 
Ihis month, the English burned the wooden breast-wort^ 
^M the enem/s side of the broken arch of the bridge; 
4md on the next morniiig, they hod laid their beanur 
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Qver the chasm, and partly floored them with planks of 
timber. The enemy perceiving this, detached a ser- 
ge^t and ten Scottish soldiers in aimour from Brigadier 
Blax well's regiment, who passed over their own works, 
with ^ design to throw these planks and beams into the 
riv^r, but every man of them was killed. Another 
party then rushed out and pitched all into the river, 
every one, of them but two being slain on the spot. 

This disappointment caused Ginckle to carry on the 
work by a close gallery on the bridge, and on that after- 
noon it was resolved in a council of war, to pass the 
Shannon next day by the town bridge, the ford, an^ 
^ the pontoon bridge. The ford was about one hundred 
and fifty feet above the bridge, and the pontoon bridge 
about nine hundred feet above the ford. 

To ascertain the depth of the ford three Danish 
soldiers under sentence of death, were promised their 
pardon if they would try whether it was fordable or not. 
They readily consented, and putting on armour, entered 
it at three several places. The English fired briskly at 
them as if they were deserters, but over their heads, 
which prevented the enemy 6rom firing at them till 
they accomplished what they had been sent for, and 
were returning. The English by their great and small 
shot obliging the Irish in the garrison to lie covered. 

T^o of them were slightly wounded ; the thiicd 
escaped unhurt. They discovered that the deepest 
part of the river did not reach their breasts. Captain 
Pad^er says, that the deepest part of the river took 
these men up to the navel, but it had not been known 
so low in the memory of any man living. 
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On the morning of the 29th, the English marching 
down to the town wall, ready according to orders, were 
delayed because the pontoons could not be ready before 
ten o'clock, and great bodies of the enemy were ob* 
served to march in all the morning from St. Ruth's 
eamp into the town. 

In the mean time the grenadiers on both sides, who 
defended or attacked the breast-'works on the bridj^e, 
threw grenadoes at each other, and . set fire to the 
fescihes on the broken arch wherethe gallery was built; 
the 6ame and smoke of which blowing directly 'in th^ir 
^es with great violence, put it out of their power to 
advance and prevent the burning of the breast-work 
near the arch, but they preserved the rest, by suddenly 
raising another breast work behind that which had be^ 
burned. • 

In the mean time, St. Ruth marched his whole army 
into the town, to give the assailants a warm reception ; 
but after staying there two or three hours, were marchM 
back to the camp, with orders to officers and soldi^ris 
not to stir from their respective regiments, which were 
not to be put on any other duty, and be ready to march 
again into Athlone at a minute's warning. 

On the attack upon the town being countermanded, 
the Irish army exulted, bantering the English soldiers 
by opprobrious language across the river ; and St Ruth 
expressed his confidence by inviting a considerable 
number of ladies and gentlemen to his eamp, where he 
gave them a grand entertainment, (a dance of death as 
it turned out,) with all the ease and elegance that 
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€f^l6 be expected in a time of prolbund peace, or h» 
the jieart of some strong garri^on,^ while in winter 
fuarters. 

The English by oh'awkig eff seme of their cannon- 
eottQtenanced the expectations ef tlieir raising tb»^* 
siege ; nor was it yet determined that it should be coa^ 
liFtued. Mackay, the Scotch generah in the caution- 
and positiv^ness ef old age, opposed any attempt te^ 
oross-such a- river in the face of a strong citadel, sup* 
^erted by a numerous army^ He was^ Itowever, hap-- 
pUy left without another officer to support him in y» 
opinion. He had not a Dundee or a Claverhouse t» 
^If^pme him ; and Ginckle unwilling, after such an eX'^ 
ftession of opinion, to take the command of the mem 
uppoiiited to cros» the river, which belonged to Mackayc 
.in the rotation of duty, eonsigned.«it to Eieutoaant^ 
General Talmash^ 

Mackay complained of this wr^i^, considering it ^ 
'be nn iiuiignity, and the English General relinquished 
?lii4 pretensions, entreating permission to attend as m 

The attack wan ordered to be made at the ordinary 
time of relieving the guards, when a* double garri80» 
lOigbi appear, without exciting^ any suspicion^ in the 
•n^my. The tiignal for crossing the riyer was to b& 
l^y^n by the tolling of the church bell, which was givenh 
flK mimites-afler six. o'clock in the morning. 

The body appointed to enter tlie river consisted of 
Iwo thousand men, commanded, a» already mentioned^ 
tiy Lieutenant-General Mackay, assisted by Majoi^ 
(ieneral Tettau, the Prince of Hesse, and Brigadier 
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Ii4 MelUoniere — General Talmash, as ft voluiiteer, goin^ 
with ft party of greoadiers, command^ by €olo»d 
ijrustavus Hamilton. 

The signal being given at gix minutes past six o'clock 
on the morning of the 1st of July, Captain Sandys and 
two lieutenants led the first party of sixty grenadierd, 
twenty a-breast, all in armour, seconded by anotbec 
strong detachment of grenadiers, which were supported 
hy six battalions of foot. They took the ^rd to tlie left 
of the bridge with unparalleled resolution in the face of 
A bftstion> the current of the riv^r being rapid, and the 
passage difficult, by reason of some large stores in it. . 

At the same time, the English from their bastion and 
works played upon the enemy^ who were firing as quickly 
as th^y could upon those who were crossing the rivers 
hut by an incrodible effort of courage, they ibrced their 
way through fir«, and smoke, and water, and bullelr. 
4ind having gained the op|)osite bank, turned to the right 
with rapidity, and laid planks over the broken part of 
the bridge and prepared their pontoons, by which means 
the main body of the English army made good their 
passage so quickly, that, in less than half an hour, they 
^pEere masters of the town, and in possession of its 
works, which, as idready noted, remained entire towards 
the enemy's camp^ and were now no small security U^ 
ti^m. 

The Irish, amazed at the suddenness of the ftttack» 
and terrified at the vigour of it, abandoned the plaoe^ 
in confusion, and fied to their army, with considerable ; 
Idfts, upwards of twelve hundred men being killed* &Re 
hundred of them in the attack, a considerable aumblr 
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of men wounded, and sixty private soldiers prisoners. 
Among the killed was the gallant veteran governor 
Colonel Richard Grace, who had so well defended 
Athlone in the preceding year, and who would have 
given (Tinckle nnich more trouble than he found in 
the enterprise at this time, if he had been as wcH 
supported as he ought to have been by the frivolous 
and arrogant St^ Ruth. He was killed in the assault, 
defending himself to the last with heroic spirit, and his 
body was found among the slain. — See an account of him 
and his noble family in Sheffield — Gra4:e 9 History of 
them, London Gazette, July 13, 1691* 

This heroic man held the rank of lieutenant-general 
in the French service, and the reputation for military 
experience which he had acquired abroad was not 
higher than his zeal and activity at a very advanced 

' age acquired for him in his native land, particularly on 
these two attacks upon Athlone. His enthusiasm and 
contempt of death attracted universal admiration, and 
his bodily capabilities seemed to be equal to the vigour 
of his mind. On one occasion, having left Athlone, 
lie returned unexpectedly in a few days with a reinforce* 

, ment of four hundred men, which he accompanied, OD 
foot, from a remote part of the county of Kilkenny, dis- 
tant above seventy miles, in a forced march of two days^ 
At another time he rode to Dublin from Athlone, and 
returned within twenty-four hours. His conduct to the 
Protestant inhabitants in the district under his com- 
mand was 80 very humane, that it brought censure upon 
iiim, for granting them protections too readily and in 
too great number, and administering justice to them too 
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impartially. Hence it was that the neighbourhood of 
Affalone enjoyed a degree of tranquillity unknown else^ 
where, until the arrival of General Douglas, whose 
unrestrained soldiers gave great and just offence by 
their rapacious conduct. 

Colonel O'Gara, Art Oge Mac Mahon, two of the 
Maguinnesses, leading men among the Irish, were also 
ktlleki in this assault. Major-General Maxwell, with a 
French adjutant-general, three captains, and two lieu- 
tenants, with about sixty private soldiers, were taken 
prisoners. 

When the English had got possession of the town,' 
they, although in the heat of action, were very unwil- 
ling to kill any of those who lay at their mercy, by 
which means a gr^at number escaped to the Irish camp. 
The rubbish thrown down by the cannon being more 
difficult to climb over than a great part .of the enemy's 
works, occasioned the soldiers to utter volleys of oaths, 
which drew a memorable rebuke on them from Major- 
General Mackay, a veteran officer, noted for religion 
and virtue, as well as for valour and conduct. " Soldiers," 
said he, ^ ye have more reason to fall upon your knees 
and thank God for your victory, than to blaspheme his 
NAME ; you are brave men, and would be the best of 
men, if you would swear less." . . 

The English lost but twelve men in this assault. 
Lieutenant- Colonel Columbine and four other officers, 
and thirty privates, were wounded. The English got 
here six brass guns, two mortars, twenty barrels of 
gunpowder, and twelve hogsheads of meal, and a great 
stoi^ of plunder in the castle. It would be difficult, to 

n2 
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€od tn history a parallel to so brave an enterprise a» 
llie assault «id capture of Athlone, in which three 
^onsand men attacked a fortified town across a. rapid 

• mmer in the face of a numerous army, who by their 
entrenchments were masters of tA\ the fbrds^ and it 

• vat therefore just that General Ginckle should have 

• ibt title of Earl of Athlone, with one of the forfeitecf 
CBtaies, entaAed upon him and his fiunily, in reward for 
9t»iQh an achievement. Widker, and Murray, and CatmeBf 
#11^^ also tb liAve had a full share of the forfeitied estates^ 
A spirited account of this action is given in an histo^ 
iflcal drama long popular in Ireland, and called the 
'^Battle of Aughrim.^ It has been repeatedly exhi^ 
Mied on the stage — and seems for generations back to* 
ht^me afforded great entertainineat to persons of all^ 
criigioQS denorainationB in this island, although it con- 
lains several exjiressions, likely to be offensive to some 
of themr De Ginckle, Ruvigni, Talmash, Mackayr 
GMpaels Herbert and Earles— -St. Ruth,. Sarsfield, Dor^ 
iflftgton— Colonels Talbot, and Gordon O^cill, are the 
HmmaiU pe^ttonm. The play opena with the sounding 
of trumpets and kettle-drums behind the scenes^ whicb 
wlWn the curtain rises, exhibit St. Ruth» Sarsfield, and 
O^MeiH sitting at council in the Irish camp. AJ^jer 
some altercation between the two former, in which the- 
cAaisftcter of each is well maintained, the dialogue w 
Ifta-iimt act proceeds thus :-— 

Enter a PoaU 

POST, 

With news important, from Athlone Pm sent, 
BepleasM to show me to the getierai*8 tent. 
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^SARBFIBLD. 

Behold tbe general there ! your message tell. 

fifT. ftVTH. 

Declare your message— are our friends all well? 

F08T. 

Pardon me, sir, the fatal ne^ I bring, 
Like vuhure*8 poison every heart *twiU welt' sdng'. 
Athlone ts^ lost without your timely aid : 
At six this morning an assault was made, 
^hen under shelter of the British cannon. 
The grenadiers, in armour, took the Shannon ; 
Led by brave Captain Sandys, ^hese sons of kxM 
Plung*d to their middle in the rapid streaow-^ 
lie led them through the water and the ^r^ 
And gained the bank, his object of desire. 
Followed by all his gallant grenadiers, 
Though bullets <flew Kke hail aboirt their eait, 
And, by this time they enter uncontroU'd 

ST. EUTU. 

Dare all the force of England be so bold. 
To storm so strong a citadel, when I, 
With all HH>emia*s sons of war, am nigh? 
Return, and if their object they pursue, 
Tell them St. Hulh is near, and that will do. 

TOOT. 

Your aid would do much better than your name^ 

ST« RUTH. 

Bear back this answer, friend, from whence you c^me. 

8AR8FIF.LD. 

Let speedy succour to Athlone be sent, 
QPur that alone its capture can prevents* 
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I know the English fortitude is such. 

That boasts of little, though it hazards much t 

Enter Colonel TalboU 

8T. RUTH. 

Brave Colonel Talbot, your victorious hand, 
Nurtur*d in arts of war, can best command. 
Speak, Irish Scipio, your word alone 
Shall turn the scale — shall we assist Atblone ? 



Pardon me, sir, I fear *tis past your dd, 
Por from a rising ground, I now surveyed 
The British standard on the walls display*d : 
No further confirmation need you crave, 
The town is lost, which you refused to save. 

SARSFIELD. 

Now see, St Ruth, what Englishmen can do. 

»T, RUTH. 

They dare not, sir — the news cannot be true. 

TALBOT. 

'TIS but too true, you*ll find it to your loss, 
I saw the walls o'erspread with George's cross. 

Enter Major-General Dorrington, 
Misfortune, death, and horror ! Oh, the grief, 
Athlone is lost, and now is past relief. 
Hark, from the town I hear a fearful cry, 
And to the camp our wounded soldiers fly. 

ST. RUTH. 

Athlone is taken then, without a doubt. 

Haste, call my guards, and beat ihe English out. 
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Easily said, would they as soon obey, 
We'd make the victors for their passage pay ; 
fiut now that you've let slip the lucky hour, 
•They will not fly from you or all your power. 

DORRINGTON. 

The works that face our camp, are yet entire. 
And English guns against our trenches fire, 
Except we now decamp by your command. 
There's not a tent in all our lines can stand. 



Then loiter not, but sound to arms on sight, 
Decamp and march to Milltown, pass this night ; 
Thence in good order, all to A ugh rim fly, 
For that*9 the spot on which I choose to die, 
Or by the dint of sword, gain victory ! 

This account of St Ruth's conduct on this occasion, 
agrees with that given of it by Harris. When he re- 
ceived an express that the English had entered the 
river,^he only answered that it was impossible they 
could take the town, and he with an army so near to 
it ; Sarsfield replied, that he knew the enterprise was 
not too difficult for English courage to attempt. He 
pressed to have succours sent to the town which the 
obstinate Frenchman refused to send, and continuing to 
treat the undertaking as a jest, some warm expressions 
passed between them, which increased a jealousy already 
existing, and proved 8oon# afterwards of fatal conse- 
quence to their cause. 

St. Kuth being at last convinced that the English 
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were in possession of Athlone, endeavoured to repair 
the loss by sending several detachments to dislodge 
them ; but then became sensible of a former oversight^ 
in not having levelled those fortifications which were 
next to his camp. The English now used tliem against 
him. Several of these detachments, horse and footy 
marching with all speed towards the town, to stop the 
fugitives at the fieirthest trenches, wer't met and opposed 
by Colonel Giistavus Hamilton, with a body of grena* 
diers, who, after a warm encounter, obliged them to 
retreat. St. Ruth thought it advisable to decamp that 
night, the consequence of which was the surrender of 
the castle of Athlone at discretion, in which Major* 
General Waucop, and five hundred men were taken 
prisoners-^<i great number of dead bodies were found 
in the castle. 

In the mean time great stores of oats and other pro* 
visions arrived at Cork fof the use of the army. A 
supply of money was also sent from England for the 
same purpose, with recruits of men and horses. The 
pontoons, which had remained a considerable igae at 
Plymouth wind bound, arrived now, and were forwarded 
to the camp— they were afterwards of signal service m 
the siege of Limerick. An advance of £1,200,000 was 
procured in the city of London by the I^ord President 
and other members of the privy council, for the service 
«f Ireland, which, witli other supplies of money sent 
thither at this time, gave great ease to the inhabitants^ 
who had been severely plundered on pretence of the 
army wanting subsistence. 

The regiments of Trelawney, Collier, atnd MatthewSy 
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were ordered (rom Cork to the English camp ; and the 
eotmty of Corkf and other parts of tlie province of 
Munster, n ere corointtted to the cafe of the mifitia. 

At this time a regiment of the standing army and « 
considerable body of militia were posted at the several 
passes of Lough Erne, at Beltitrbet, Cavan, Enniskil- 
len^ and tho at Betleek and Ballyshaniton, to defend 
those places against ^e incursions of the enemy fronr 
their several frontiers, particularly those of Jamesto^vn 
and Boyle, and the town and fort of Sligo, commanded 
by Sir Teague O'Re^aii* This latter place was a mats 
jentrance into Ulster from Connaught, and the modt 
eonveniene way to the North by way of Ballyshannon^ 
Colonel Michelbume was ap{K)inted to the command of 
these forces ; and the men under his command, besides 
his own regiment, were as follows-^five companies of 
Captain Vernier's regmient, one troop of Sir Albert 
ConyngharaFS dragoons^ Sir Francis Hamilton, lord*' 
fieutenant of the county of Donegal, had under hi» 
command seven troops of horse, commanded by Cap^ 
tains Forwardr Vaughan, Wray, John Hamilton, Samp^ 
son, Charles Hamilton, and William Stewart. He had 
also under hiav three companies of foot, commanded by 
Captains Thomas A^, Patrick Hamilton^ and dtver 
Mac Causkmd. 

The rivers were at this time very low, which required 
strict guards on all the fords, and patrols from post to 
post continually moving in the night* About tlie middle 
of June, by the carelessness of a small party of the 
English dragoonSftn an open country towards Bundroose, 
Ihfey were surprissd by one Ci^taio Mac ShafiVy^ anil 
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ten of them taken prisoners — they were taken while 
fishing for salmon ; they were, however, soon released 
in exchange for a brother of Colonel Scott, deputy go- 
vernor of Sligo. On thp 5th of July, General Ginckle 
wrote from the camp at Athtone to Colonel Michelbume, 
or in his absence to the officer-in-chief in the standing 
forces of the North, that in case, as had been reported, 
the enemy had quitted Sligo, to send such part of the 
standing army under his command in the North to Uiat 
town, as might be sufficient to take possession of it 
and secure the garrison.^ — Tratuactions in the North qf 
Ireland, IfJQl. 

Michelburne, however, ascertained that Sligo had not 
been deserted, but that the Irbh soldiers in it were a 
mere rabble, all ragged, and living on an allowance of 
but one pound of bread in the day ; he reported to the 
Lords Justices, that he did not question but in a short 
' time his being able to give them a very good account 
of his proceedings with respect to the fort and town of 
Sligo, which he soon afterwards did. 

The reduction of Athlone being achieved, the Irish 
immediately abandoned all the other places on the 
Shannon from that place to Jamestown, being com- 
manded to reinforce St. Ruth's army, then encamped 
at Ballinasloe, where they announced that they would 
wait for General Ginckle and give him battle. Many of 
the enemy deserted to the English army at this time, 
and great numbers applied for protections. Lord 
Granard had possession of Lanesborough and other 
places about it, by parties of the militia, and informed 
General Ginckle that it would be advisable that the 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



TO THE 8UBBENDER OF LIMERICK. 281 

militia of the county of Fermanagh, headed by Captain 
Wiseheart, and then in the camp, should be sent to 
that part, not only to defend it, but be a curb on the 
Inhabitants of the county of Leitrim, who were generally 
in the interest of the enemy. 

On the fiilh of July Ginckle published a proclamation 
of pardon to all soldiers and officers who should sur- 
render in three weeks, with a reasonable payment for 
^heir horses, arms, and furniture, and to all governors 
who should surrender their posts to all officers who 
should bring their regiments, troops, or companies with 
them. Their estates were granted to such as should 
surrender, and liberal rewards held out to those who had 
.no landed property, with a free exercise of religion to 
all. These offers were guaranteed with such security 
as the government could give, that they would be 
ratified by parliament, by an act which the king would 
endeavour to procure, so as to convince the Irish of the; 
difference between the blessings of English government 
and French tyranny. 

This proclamation, however, had but little effect : it 
c4me too late and gave little impediment to the collection 
of St. Ruth's forces from the several garrisons to his camp 
at Ballinasloe. The Protestants were in the mean time 
terrified at the defenceless state to which their districts 
were reduced by the withdrawal of the garrisons to 
the English army at Athlone. Even in Dublin the 
Lords Justices were alarmed, and formed a camp of 
militia men to guard the city against any incursions of 
the enemy. 

On the tenth of July, General Ginckle marched hb 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



2m HISTOBT or UOI^AHD, PROM RBUEV OF BERRY 

artny from Athlone and encamped on the £ide of ibe 
river Suck, in the county of Roscommon, at a pa8S> 
which, if the Irish had secured, would have given the 
English great trouble, but it soon appeared that they 
had possessed themselves of a much more advantageous 
post, lying on the other side of Aughrim castle, three 
miles beyond Ballinasloe, and extending from the church 
of Kilcommoden on the right, to the church of Gourtna- 
pourg on the lefl, in a line of about two miles. Or 
their left ran a rivulet, with steep hills and small bogs 
on each side of it, joined by a large red bog almost a 
mile in breadth, at the end of which stood the castle of 
Aughrim, commanding the road to their camp, passable 
for horie just only at the castle, by reason of a small 
river, whose current through a nooist ground made the 
whole a morass, which extended itself to Uie right, 
where was anotlier pass ^at Urachree, witli a rising 
, ground on each side, and the camp lay along on the 
ridge of a hill, on the side of which stood two Danish 
forts, about the distance of half a mile fr^^m the hog 
below them, which being divided into many small 
inclosures, the Irish had lined very thickly with mua- 
queteers, keeping a communication open between eaob 
inclosure. 

Ginckle having viewed their situation, and beii^ 
furnished with a map of the ground, gave orders for 
the army to advance on the next day, and for all except 
two regiments, left to guard the baggage, to be early 
under arms without beat of drum — no baggage to be 
removed — no tents to be brought with them — their 
arms to be dean and their bayonets fixed — a good 
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^entity of ammunition to be taken with them, and the 
grenadiers to be drawn up oo the right and left of eiicli 
regiment, with two sheits a piece, and five pioneera to 
be ready at the head of each battalion when cdled for. 
The enemy's army was drawn up in two lihes to very 
great advantage, their whole camp standing at a smatt 
distance behind them. 

8t» Ruth perceiving that tlie English were determined 
to give him battle, ordered masses to be said in every 
part of his army, and^ while he was encoMraging the 
soldiers to fight, the Romish priests, as reported by 
Harris in his Life of King William, p. 325, obliged 
diem, hi full assurance of victory, to promise that 
they would give no quarters, and by the generaUs 
«M^ers every one of them was sworn not to forsake hi» 
colours. 

St. Rath made a acdemn speech to them, stating hi» 
success in suppressing heresy in France, and his deter* 
mination to bring back the deluded heretics of Ireland 
iifeto the bosom of the motlier church, so that it woiiKi 
•ot from that day forward be in the power of hell or 
heretics to disturb it. Acknowledging his )ast discomfi* 
Hire at Athlone, he said, that irfl might yet be 
recovered : tlien or never was the time to regain their 
loBt honour, privileges, and estates. He reminded them 
that they were no mercenaries, their bM was at stake^ 
and their design an honourable one, to restore a mosl; 
pious king to his throne, to propagate the holy faklv 
and extirpate iioresy. He assured Uiem of King 
Jiames's love and gratitude, of the king of France^ 
powerful pKoteetiiMi> of his owa ardour to lead them 4m 
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to battle, of the church to pray for them, and of saints 
and angels to carry their souls to heaven. 

A copy of this speech was found after the battle 
among St. Ruth's papers, but Harris doubts his having 
delivered it, on account of his not being able to speak 
the Irish language, and the ignorance of the persons he 
addressed of the French language. 

On Sunday the 12th of July the English army pre- 
pared at an early hour in the morning to advance 
towards the enemy, but the weather proving foggy, 
they did not move until about noon, which they then 
did in as good order as the ground woidd permit. 

Ginckle seeing the necessity of gaining the pass of 
Urachree, detached a Danish captain with some horse 
to force it, who, not succeeding in the attempt. Sir 
Albert Cunningham's dragoons were ordered to march 
to some ditches near the ford, to restrain the enemy 
from coming over, the English army in the mean time 
advancing. 

It was now two o'clock in the afternoon, and the 
general commanded Cunningham's dragoons to advance 
from the ditches towards a part of the enemy posted on 
ttic other side of them, and sustained by a considerable 
body behind the house of Urachree. They all, how- 
ever, retired behind a hill nearer to their camp on the 
approach of the dragoons, a greater body of them hav- 
ing been posted there. All these parties, reinforced by 
others, obliged the dragoons to retreat in some disorder; 
upon which Ginckle ordered Eppenger's dragoons to 
get between these parties and their camp. The enemy 
perceived this motion, and having just had a fresh rein- 
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forcement, would have been too many for the dragoons 
that were approaching them, had the latter not been 
promptly supported by the Earl of Portland's horse, 
who behaved with great bravery on this occasion, and 
lost several men and horses. What was at first only a 
skirmish, had by this time engaged a considerable 
number on both sides ; yet the Irish at length retiring, 
die English generals met to deliberate whether it would 
not be proper to defer the battle till next morning, 
considering the disadvantages of attacking them at that 
time. This was so far agreed upon that they ordered 
their tents to be sent for. Perceiving, however, that 
the enemy had been thrown somewhat into disorder by 
what had just happened, they resolved not to delay the 
attack, lest the Irish should march off in the night, and 
80 afford no other opportunity for a decisive action. 
About half an hour after four o'clock in the aflernoon, 
part of the left wing of the English army moved towards 
the enemy, and by five o'clock the battle began. 

The ditches were strongly guarded by Irish musque- 
teers and by horse advantageously posted to sustain 
them. And here they behaved with heroic courage, 
defending their posts with unparalleled obstinacy, with- 
out retreating, until the English put their musquets over 
the ditches, and then having lines of communication 
from one ditch to another, they quickly posted them- 
selves and flanked the English, which occasioned nearly 
an hour and a half s firing before the centre and the 
right wing began to engage. 

In the mean time the English army advanced in good 
order, and the general officers observing several bodies 
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«f the Irish hone and &ot dnw off from the left, bmA 
«eve towards the ri^t, where the English were douHf 
fvessing then, they laid hold on that adTantage, and 
•ordered the foot to inarch over die bogs, fronting the 
enemy's main battle. The regknents of Erie, Creighum, 
Herbert, and Brewer, passed over the narrowest par^ 
where the hedges on the enemy's side ran fartliest iirto 
the bog, with orders to march and post theaaselves aft 
the lowest ditches ac^oiamg the side of t^e bog, nntii 
^e horse could march about by Aughrim castle, aad 
sustain them, and until the ether foot, supported by 
Foulks's and Stewart's regiments, had passed over the 
^)0g below, where it was broader. According to these 
orders, the four regimeirts advanced over the beg up to 
the middle in mud and water. Upon their near ap* 
proach, they received the enemy's fire, whom Aey 
4rove from thence, and soon* foom hedge to hedgii 
almost to the main body. 

On the other hand, the Irish had disposed themselv«» 
so well, by mdcing an easy passi^ for dieir horse 
among all these enclosures, that they poured in great 
svoabers of both horse and foot upon the English, whiek 
Colonel Erie observing, he animated his men by telK- 
ing them, that now their safoty lay wholly io th<^ 
courage. 

Being here exposed to aH the enemy's fire, fh)in the' 
adjacent hedges m flank and fVont, they werecompelMI 
to quit the ground, and retreat to the bog Willi con^ 
derable loss, and Colonels Erie and Herbert were taken- 
pri8oners« Erie, akev having been twice taken ^Aid 
reladEen, got free, though not withontbehig wounded^ 
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but Herbert, with one or two officers, were murdered, 
after quarter had been given to them, when the Irish 
say that they were likely to be retaken. In the mean 
time, tlie regiments of St. John Tifian, and Lord George 
Hamilton, with several others, and the French Protes- 
tants were marching over the bog below where the 
Irish lay so closely in the ditches, that many were in 
doubt whether any men were posted in them. But 
a» soon as these regiments were within twenty yards of 
them, the enemy made a furious discharge at them. 
'Hiey sustained this with great intrepidity, still pressing 
Awards, though almost blinded with smoke, which the 
wum! blew in their faces. The battle for some time 
seemed doubtful, but now victory seemed to incline 
tomirds the Irish, for they had driven the English foot 
m the centre ahnost into a line with their cannon planted 
near the bog, of which the retreatufig party had no 
benefit at that juncture, the Irish being intermixed 
with their own men. 

Ruvigny's regiment of French horse, and Sir John 
Limier's dragoons, were posted on the right, while the 
biflmtry was thus engaged; the latter being drawn to the 
left, did good service there ; and in the mean time, the 
right wing of the Engli^ horse hastened to support the 
foot, which was at this moment in great danger. In 
this efibrt the cavalry encountered great difficulties, 
bemg exposed to showers of bullets from a body of dra- 
goons and foot conveniently posted under a covert 
{rface, and were obliged to press and tumble over a very 
dangerous pass. Having, howev^, bravely surmounted 
aH those difficulties, they at length gained the ^eker 
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of a dry ditch, and some old walls and hedges, in the 
hottest of the enemy's 6re from the castle of Aughrim, 
in which action they were supported by Major-General 
Kirk's and Colonel Gustavus Hamilton's foot. St. Ruth, 
seeing the English horse engaged in these difficulties, 
inquired what they meant by attempting to pass that 
way; on being told that they were endeavouring to 
struggle through, determined to attack him on the left, 
he observed with an oath, that they were brave fellows, 
and it was a pity they should be so exposed. 

The English foot being by this time severely pressed 
in the centre, and some of their regiments broken. Ge- 
neral Talmash hastened to their relief with a fresh body, 
and ordered those who had been retreating to face about 
and return to the battle, which they promptly did, and 
so vigorously charged the Irish, who had advanced upon 
them to the middle of the bog, that they killed above 
three hundred of them, before the rest could retreat, 
and then marched up to their old ground, from which 
they had been lately beaten., Mackay at the same time 
also fell upon the enemy with a strong body of horse on 
the left, where a French regiment of horse forced a re- 
giment of the Irish dragoons from an advantageous post, 
and put the Duke of Tyrconnel's horse to flight. 

Ruvigny, at this time, with his own and the Earl of 
Oxford's regiments of horse, bore down all before him 
along the side of the bog. 

The English right and the Irish left being now mixed, 
kept up a continued fire against each other, and had a 
close and severe contest along the whole line. The Irish 
with great perseverance, courageously endeavouring 
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to maintain their ditches, and the English with no lesij 
bravery to dislodge them. 

When St. Ruth saw the English foot repulsed in the 
centre, he exclaimed — that he would drive the English . 
army to the gates of Dublin ; but he was greatly sur- 
prised when he saw the regiments of Oxford, Ruvigni^ 
Langston, Bierly, and Levison, pressing over towards 
the castle, and he ordered a brigade of horse from the 
right wing of his army up to the left. He rode then to 
one of his batteries, directing the gunners where to 
fire ; and afterwards leading on some horse towards the 
place where he saw the English endeavouring to paiss 
over, he was killed by a cannon ball as he rode down 
the hill of Kilcommodon, where the main stress of the 
battle lay, being just under the Irish camp. His fall 
dismayed the Irish troops, and many of them drew off 
with his guards, who removed the body. 

Sarsfield, who should have commanded them, had 
been treated superciliously by St. Ruth ever since their 
altercation at Athlone, had no order of battle imparted 
to him, and therefore could not support the dispositions 
of the late general. The Irish cavalry halted, and as 
they had no orders returned to the station they had lef^. 
The rest of the troops beheld this movement with dis- 
may, and became confounded and disordered. 

The English observing their disorder pressed forward, 
and in a short time drove the enemy to the top of Kil- 
commodon hill, where their camp had lain, so they 
began to consult their safety by flight — the foot to a 
great bog on the left, and the horse towards Lough rea. 

During the contest that preceded this victory, those 

o 
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ef the English army who first engaged in the caitre 
towards the left, bravely maintained their ground, and 
though the Irish once or twice made themselves masters 
of the chevaux-de-fHze which covered the French re- 
fugees, yet they resolutely regained them. The Danish 
horse and foot, posted on the left of all, had not as yet 
disturbed the enemy, but kept several bodies of their 
horse and foot Jn owe, facing them on the other side 
oi a rivulet which ran between them ; but when they 
saw General Mackay's battalions in the centre driving 
the enemy before them, they engaged those bodies that 
were opposite to them, for the purpose of preventing 
their falling back to the relief of the flying party. They 
w^re at first received with great resolution ; but the rest 
of the Irish shrinking from them, they all fled, leaving 
their toot to be miserably slaughtered in a pursuit of 
nearly three miles. 

Night coming on, with a thick misty rain, prevented 
the English from getting between them and a very ad<- 
vaatageous pass near Loughrea, by which means many 
of them escaped. But no less than seven thousand 
were killed — there is no account extant of the number 
of the wounded ; but they were probably few, owing to 
the unrelenting fiiry of the victors, which appeared also 
in the number of their prisoners, which amounted oi^ 
to two hundred and fifty. 

in an account of transactions in the North of 
Ireland, a. d. 1691, with a relattion of the siege and 
■surrender ofSligo, published in London in the year 
1602, there is a copy of the following letter from John 
Davis, Esq. to Colonel Michelburne : 
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« Sm, 

** This morning by an express we have an account of a 
▼<9By great victory gained over the enemy, the particulars whereof 
are as follows — 

<* About six o'clock on Sunday, in the evening, the battle bega», 
at a place called Aughrim^ in the county of Galway, about three milfp 
beyond Ballinasloe. The enemy were very advantageously postecl^ 
encompassed round with bogs, by which means many were saved 
who otherwise would have gone with the rest, if our horse had come 
1^ in time to second the foot. The battle was chiefly, by reason 
of the bogs, between the foot on both sides, whereof it is believed 
the enemy have lost six thousand ; on our side the loss is betwe«a 
five hundred and a thousand. 

« The battle lasted three hours, and had not night overtaken u»t 
in all probability the slaughter would have been much greater. Wt 
pursued the enemy five miles. On their side it is said their gener^l^ 
St Ruth, is killed, he who speecbed them greatly in the morning, 
animating them to fight, as did the priests the common soldiers, 
giving them absolution. We took all their baggage, and nine 
pieces of cannon. Lord Galway, Colonel Bourke, the Lord of 
Clanrickard*s brother, and several others of quality, were killed; 
Major-General Hamilton, Major- General Dorrington, Xioid 
Bellew, Colonel Butler, and Colonel Gordon 0'Neill> son of Btr* 
Phelim, were taken prisoners. , .^ , 

** On our side, Major-General Holstaple, Colonel Herberl. 
Colonel Mongath of the Dane*, Major Deanish, Major Cojil^ 
Major Comwell, and Major Fox, were killed. Sir Geprgg 
Hamilton, the Prince of Hesse, Lord Cutts/ Colonel Earle^ * and 
Lieutenant- Colonel Brudnam, were wounded. • • 

« I send you this by the command of the Lords Justices,* ilfiio 
doubt not you will improve every opportunity fi^r their Majostm* 
service. / / - 

#** I am, sir, your very hi^uifaAe servant, , 

« Joj^w DAfX|, 

" In short it is a total defeat of the enemy.'* 
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Harris says, tliat the loss on the English side 
was six hundred killed, and nine hundred and sixty 
wounded, and he quotes Clarke's Correspondence as hjs 
authority. Leland tells us, that the loss was seven 
hundred killed^ and a thousand wounded — he quotes 
Story's History of the Wars of Ireland, a rare copy of 
which is in the library of Armagh. 

Captain Parker, who was an eye-witness of this 
battle, and engaged in it with the royal regiment, says, 
in his Memoirs, that the Irish lost but four thousand 
killed, that two thousand of them were taken prisoners, 
and that the English lost above three thousand killed 
and wounded. He, however, gives no authority for 
thi^ enumeration, and that of Clarke, coming from the 
office of the secretary of war, seems to be the most 
authentic. 

Never, says Captain Parker, did the Irish fight so 
well in their own country as they did on this day, with 
the exception of the foot which had been posted within 
the ditches ; and had not St. Ruth been killed, it would 
have been hard to say how matters would have ended. 
To do him justice, notwithstanding his oversight at 
Athlone, he was a brave man and a good officer, as 
appeared by the disposition he made of his army this day. 
If he had lived to order Sarsfield down to sustain his 
right wing, it would have given affairs a turn on that 
side. His leaving his camp 'Standing, with his own and 
all the, baggage of the army in it, was designed to 
induce his army to fight for their all, and manifested 
his resolution to gain the day or die. This great victory 
was always confessed by General Ginckle to have been 
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principally owing to the conduct and courage of the 
Marquis of Ruvigni, and to the Oxford and French 
regiments of horse. 

After the battle had been indisputably won by the 
English, they took the old castle of Aughrini by assault, 
and put many of those they found in it to the sword. 
They took the governor. Colonel Bourke, his major, 
eleven officers, and forty soldiers prisoners. The enemy 
Lost in this battle nine pieces of brass cannon, all their 
ammunition, tents, and baggage, most of their small 
arkns, which they threw away to hasten their flight, 
eleven standards, and thirty-two pair of colours, which 
were sent as a present to the Queen. 

The victorious army lay upon their arms on the night 
after the battle ; and next morning, having obliged the 
prisoners to bury the dead, they rendered public 
thanksgivings to Almighty God for this great victory, 
the results of which preserved the Protestant rdigioa 
from extirpation. 

In the mean time the main body of the Irish army 
marched towards Limerick in a broken and terrified 
mannen 

On the same day, Brigadier Eppinger, with twelve 
hundred horse and dragoons, was ordered to take in 
Banaghcr and Portumna, two passes on the Shannon, 
occupied by Irish garrisons during the preceding winter, 
In two days afterwards they surrendered on conditions 
to march out with their arms and baggage first towards 
the English camp, with liberty to lay down their arms 
there or go on towards the Irish army. 

A strong castle belonging to Colonel O'Moore, within 
two miles of Banagher, surrendered upon summons the 
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mime day, and Loughrea and other places on the riTer 
Shannon were also deserted by the Irish, who took 
shelter in Limerick, as the safest place of retreats 
On the 14th of July, the funeral of Major-General 
Holstaple, who fell in the battle, was solemnized whk 
military honours. 

A proclamation was now issued, that all soldiers who 
riiould bring in musquets to the artillery should receive 
six-pence for each of them, by which means many 
waggon loads of arms were brought in ; and though th^ 
price was afterwards reduced to two-pence, yet th6 
soldiers continued to bring them in* 

On the 17th of this month, the English army reached 
Athenree, a village about eight miles from Galway; 
and' on the next day General Ginckle went to Oranmorc^ 
a castle seated at the end of the bay. The Irish had 
iet fire to it some days before. Having viewed tht 
most convenient way to bring up his artillery, he returned 
to the camp, where he received information how affairs 
stood within the town : that the garrison of it consisted 
only of seven regiments, neither complete in their number 
nor well armed ; that the commanders were at variance 
with each other about defending or surrendering the 
town, and that it was probable they would never abide 
a brisk attack ; that Lord Elillon was governor of the 
town, and Lieutenant- General D'Ussone was commander 
of the garrison ; that they had great expectations frolkl 
Balderick O'Donnel with a strong body of troops fh>m 
a mountainous tract of country westward of Galway, 
called Farconnaught. *This Balderick or Baldearg 
O'Donnel wfts descended from one of the braDohe^ of 
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tfee Tyrconnel family ; he was born and educated ia 
Spain, to which country his ancestors had fled after the 
nuppression of the rebellion of 1607. 

The Irish, with their characteristic superstition, che- 
rished an idle prophecy for a long time, that a descent 
dant of that old family, who was to be distinguished 
by a red mark, as this man was, would free their country 
from the English yoke. The coincidence of his name 
and family — Dergor Dearg, signifying red — induced 
them to apply this prediction to Baldearg O'Donnel ; 
and he was accordingly sent for to Spain. He arrived 
at Limerick, as already recorded, in the month of Sep- 
tember, 1690, and several thousands flocked to his 
j^tatidard. 

!!« disappointed their expectations — achieved nothing 
worth notice, and seemed to be a man utterly disquali- 
fied for command. * 

During the battle of Aughrim, he remained inactive 
at the house of a Mr. Miller near Tuam, though he had 
a party of a thousand men at Headfort and other places 
in that county* 

Instead of marching to the relief of Galway, where 
only he could l^en be serviceable, he sent a body of 
troops to Ttiam, who, under pretence that the inhabi- 
tants were preparing to receive the English army, 
pillaged and burned the town. He then marched to 
Cong, in the county of Mayo ; but by that time, if he 
ever intended it, he was rendered unable to relieve 
Galway, for bis followers dwindled away to about six 
hundred men. 

About this time, Dennis Daly, wboiiad been a judges 
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4^ respectable character under James II. sent a mes- 
sage to General Ginckle, desiring him to send a party 
for him who should seem to take him forcibly from his 
habitation in the county of Galway. He and some 
other Irish gentlemen had held a correspondence with the 
English government for some months, and had once 
proposed the surrendering of Galway. 

On the I6th of July, the Lords Justices informed 
General Ginckle, that they had on that day received 
orders from England to Admiral Russel, to perform the 
service intended against the French ships in the Shan- 
noD, and to assist in the reduction of Galway, a place 
always of importance in time of war. 

At this time, the Irish attempted to throw a body of 
horse into this town, under the command of Colonel 
Luttrel ; but hearing that there was a body of English 
horse posted at Kilcolgan, they reffred. 

On the 19th of this month, the English army marched 
"from Athenree, except three thousand horse and dra- 
goons, lefl there under the command of Lieutenant- 
General Scravenmore, and Major-General Ruvigni, for 
the convenience of forage, to observe the enemy's 
motions, and to secure the passes for the cannon in- 
tended to be sent for from Athlone, should Galway 
make a defence. 

The army met with no opposition in their approach ; 
but the Irish set fire to Lord Bophin's house, seated 
on the river within a mile of the town. They also 
burned the suburbs towards the north-west gate, and 
made a show of preparing for a vigorous defence. 

Ginckle, having posted his forces before it, summ^Hied 
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the garrison, offering it the benefit of the government's 
late declaration, if they would give up the town without 
further trouble. 

Lord Dillon rep^d, that Monsieur D'Ussone, as well 
as himself, and the rest of the officers, were resolved to 
defend the place to the last. 

As soon as it was dark, six regiments of foot, with 
four squadrons of horse and dragoons, commanded by 
Lieutenant-General Mackay, were wafted over the 
river on pontoons, about two miles north of the town, 
and met with no opposition, except from a small party 
of dragoons, who fired on the first that landed, and 
then retreated. 

The English army had not been many hours before 
the town, when Captain Bourke deserted, and informed 
General Ginckle, that the fort towards the south-east 
was almost finished, and, therefore, the sooner it was 
attacked the easier it would be gained, which was ne- 
cessary, as it commanded a great part of the wall .on 
that side of the town. 

On the next morning, Count Nassau, with a party of 
grenadiers and two regiments of foot, was conducted 
by Captain Bourke to attack the fort, and the grena- 
diers, having advanced almost to the foot of the enemy's 
works before they were discovered, pushed on through 
some faint firing, and threw in their grenadoes, which 
soon obliged the enemy to retire by a line of communi- 
cation drawn from the fort to the town. The fort thus 
taken, and the English army posted beyond the river, the 
Irish still made a show of resisting, and set fire to the 
large suburbs on that side of the town. But after some 

o 2 
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trifling with the conditions ofiered to them, which in-* 
dined General Talmash to lay the treaty aside, smA 
take the town by storm, articles of surrender were 
i^eed to on the 21st of July, and the town was de*- 
litr^red to the English army on the 26th. 

While Ginckle was occupied in reducing Galway^ 
Sftrsfield, at the head of all the Irish horse, dragoons^ 
and Rapparees he could collect, amounting to six or 
seven thousand in number^ was horering about f^ 
country between Limerick and Cashel, threatening the^ 
latter place,, and the other garrisons adjacent to it, witfe 
ire and desolation.. He waited only for a body of fbo«^* 
with four pieces of cannon from Kilrush in the county, 
of Clare, to carry his designs into execution, which 
were not only against these places, but to plunder the 
country, and destroy the com and hay of it, as far as. 
they could march, between Cashel imd Kilkenny, and 
thereby render it impracticable to afford subsistence t^* 
any forces that might be sent to it fhmi the Englifll^ 
army. 

In conseqiOence of this, upon an application from the 
governor of Cashel, stating the weakness ftnd exigen* 
Cito of that garrison, Ginckle, by order of the Lorda^ 
Justices, Sent a reinforcement to ^e place, and a canip» 
ftirnished with a strong force from Cork and other 
places, was ordered to be formed at or about GouleA 
Bridge, to cover and preserve the provinces of Munster 
and Leinster from incursions. This latter expedient 
was, however, found to be unnecessary, for Sarsfidd^ 
Che humb^ of whose adherents had been exaggerated^ 
drew off, having made only a feeble attempt to ^ui^irisa. 
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the patrols and out^scouts of Uie place, which he 
failed to do. 

In the mean time, Colonel Michelburne, who was 
besieging Sligo, sent ordecs to Colonel Ramsay, gov^* 
nor of Enniskillen, to join him with an hundred fbot«- 
men. This was promptly obeyed ; but on the arrival 
of the Enniskillen men at Manor-Hamilton, they re* 
ceived an express ordering them to return to Ennls^ 
killen, as Michelburne could not join them. Ramsay> 
however, having a party with him in high spirits, and 
much more inclined to an active, predatory warfare, 
than to the less interesting duty of a garrison not be- 
sieged, proceeded into the barony of Tireragh, from 
which they took a considerable booty of horses, bla^ 
cattle, and sheep* 

The garrison of Sligo, alarmed at this movement, 
And Sir Teague 0*Regan, the governor, becoming ac^- 
quainted with the number of the Enniskilleners, laid 
wait for thera with five hundred footmen. Michelburne, 
however, with his usual foresight, sent Sir Francis 
Hamilton with two hundred horsemen and dragoons 
to join the Fermanagh party. Providentially, by tra- 
velling aH night, they arrived at their destination when 
O'Regan and the Sligo men had fallen on their iii- 
tended victims, and when Colond Scott had arrived 
vnth his regiment to preclude all possibility of their 
escape. 

Both parties desisted from fightmg, and stood in 
atnazement for a few moments ; but then the whole 
party of the Irish fled. The Enniskilleners, and the 
rest of the English, pursued them for about four miles, 
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^irTeague O'Regan being foremost in the flight. He had 
a narrow escape of being taken just at the entrance to the 
to#n of Sligo. A sergeant of the English dragoons seized 
there on one Mulholland, store-keeper of the town, 
who was with Sir Teague, and not half a pistol shot 
from him, but Sir Teague won the race, and got in safe, 
while his companion was taken prisoner. '* Who," said 
Mulholland to the sergeant, "do you think that crooked- 
back fellow is, who rode on before me ?'* " I thought 
he was your servant," said the sergeant. - " He was Sir 
Teague O'Regan," said Mulholland. " That's twenty 
guineas out of my pocket," replied the sergeant, " for 
I would have got that sum for bringing him to the 
General." 

When O'Regan got into Sligo, he was heard to say, 
that if ever he should be again caught so far out of it, 
the English might crack him as a hog would a potato. 

In the earnest pursuit of the enemy, one Patrick 
Moore, a lieutenant at this time, and who had been a 
- lieutenant in Derry during the siege, pursued the fugi- 
tives into the town, and apprehending that \ie had been 
s^icompanied or quickly followed by all his party, and 
was still among his own men, cried out for King Wil- 
. liam's boys, and the honour of I^ondonderry. He was 
instantly knocked down, and would have been farther 
ill-used if he had not been accidentally known to one 
of the Sligo men, who brought him before Sir Teague 
O'Regan, who protected him, and allowed him good 
quarters, which kindness was afterwards requited by 
Colonel Michelburne. 

Sixteen of tlie Sligo garrison were taken prisoners on 
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this occasion, which was one of considerable impor- 
tance. • 

The garrison of Sligo was at this time so distressed 
for want of provisions, that Colonel Michel burne ac- 
quainted the Lords Justices that it would not be difficult 
to bring Sir Teague O'Regan to easy conditions ; but in 
this he was mistaken, and it was nearly three weeks 
after this time, before the crafty old Irishman had any 
thoughts of surrendering, and much longer before the 
business was completed. 

On the 6th of August, Michelbume acquainted the 
government that Sir Teague O'Regan had agreed to 
surrender Sligo in nine days afterwards. 

The articles were so large, that Lord Chief Justice 
Porter sent an express for General Ginckle's approba- 
tion, wliich he pressed him to give, as the king's affairs 
would be greatly forwarded by his surrender. 

But this business was protracted by the cunning of 
O'Regan, who seemed only to listen to the proposed 
conditions for the purpose of gaining time, till there 
would be some favourable change in the aspect of Irish 
affairs, as was at this time universally expected by the 
partizans of James, who were under the impression that 
his powerful ally, the King of France, already master* 
as they thought, of the sea, would soon put a stop to 
the* career of the English army in Ireland, by rendering 
their services necessary for the safety of King William 
on the continent, if not in England. 

The government now resolved to subdue Sligo by 
force ; and Sir Albert Conyngham, who was then posted 
with the greatest part of his dragoons at Loughrea and 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



902 HISTOBT OF IBEI.AH1>, VttOM VKVtEP Ot DSBST 

olher places about it, was ordered to join Baldearg 
(yDonneFs party at Castlebar, and from thence mardi 
to Siigo and blockade the town on the south side of 
it, so as to pi^vent any provisions from being carried 
into it on that side. 

When Sh* Albert arrived at Castlebar, he found a 
■strong mutiny in Baldearg CDonners brigade^-^ 
O'Hanlon, Lieutenant-Colonel of his own regiment^ 
had drawn the greater part of the men of it into a com^ 
bination to adhere to their old master ; but, upon 
better consideration, he submitted, and soon afterwards 
the other officers and private soldiers of this brigade 
returned to their duty. 

On the 4th of September, CyDonnel was ordered to 
move nearer to Sligo, to intercept any provisions which 
imight be sent to the relief of that garrison ; and Sir 
Albert Conyngham posted such of his dragoons as were 
-with- him at Coloony, five miles south of Sligo, intend- 
ing on the following day to approach nearer to the 
besieged town and join O'Donnel. But on the night ■ 
of the next day, and before this junction could 'l>e 
effected, Colonel Scott, at the head of seveil hundred 
4^sen men, marched out in the night, and at the 
dawn of day, under the cover of a foggy mornings feU 
in among Conyngham's dragoons before the out-gu&rds 
were alarmed, killed twenty of them, together with the 
colonel, and possessed themselves of all their tents, 
cloaks, and baggage. Sir Albert was inhumanly butch- 
ered by an Irish sergeant, after quarter had been 
given to him, who, in aiming his savage blow at that 
gallant officer, accompahi'ed it with a taunt in a heart- 
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le8» pun, saying, Halbert is your name, and by u 
Halbert you shall die. His remains were interred in 
Ae church of Coloony, and a momiment erected over 
tbem. 

Thus fell Sir Albert Cony ngham, as worthy and as gal- 
lant an oflBcer as any in KingWilliam's service. His party, 
thus coarsely handled, feH back to Boyle, in the county 
of Roscommon. But O'Donnel being reinforced by a 
strong body of his brigade, beat the enemy back into^ 
SKgo, and seized all the provisions and [^nder which 
diey had possessed themselves of. 

On the 25th of August a thousand militia foot, under 
tlie command of Colonel Roger Moore, and five hun- 
dred horse and dragoons, with three pieces of cannon,- 
narched out of Dublin towards Sligo, completing, with 
detachments from the militia of other counties, an army 
of ^ve thousand men,, to be commanded by the Earl of 
Granard, to whom the reduction^ of this troublesome- 
town was now committed^ 

These forces joined Lord Granard at Athbne, who* 
nmrched with them to Boyle, where they arrived on the- 
10th of September, Colonel Michelbume being ex-- 
pected there to join him. Michelbume, however, did 
^t come there, being busily employed with Colonet^ 
Cauliield's regiment and his own in forcing Sir Teague- 
Q^egan from several out-works and ditches, and oblig'^ 
lAg him to retire into the fort. On the day that he 
arrived in Boyle, Lord Granard detached O'Donnel 
with twelve hundred of his brigade to take in Bally- 
mote, a town about twelve miles from Sligo, hnportant 
only on account of its situation, as, in case of a repute, 
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it secured a retreat for the besieging army. This 
service he pertbrmed with great zeal and resolution ; 
and one of the O'Connors, who commanded it, upon 
sight of the artillery surrendered the place, upon con- 
dition of marching his party and baggage to Sligo. 

The Earl of Granard in the mean time marching 
from Boyle towards Sligo, was severely distressed in 
|)assing over the Curlew mountains, for the draught 
horses being weak, the men themselves were obliged to 
get into the harness and draw the cannon several miles—- 
labour to which they submitted with great cheerful- 
ness. 

On Lord Granard's approach to the town, he ordered 
a battery to be erected, and on the same evening began 
to fire with great and small shot against it. The firing 
continued most part of the night without any loss on 
the part of the besiegers but that of an ensign, whose 
head was taken off by a cannon ball from the town. 

There is a difference between the account of the 
taking of Sligo in Harris's Life of King William, and 
in an account of the transactions in the north of Ireland 
and the taking of this town in 1691, published in 
London, from Colonel Michelburne's correspondence, in 
the ensuing year. Harris states, on the authority of 
Clarke's Correspondence, that Sligo was not taken 
until after the arrival of Lord Granard and his army 
before it. But the latter represents it as having been 
taken by Colonel Michelbume some days before the 
Earl's arrival to his assistance. — TiWMO^ctions in the 
North of Ireland* 

On the appearance of the Earl of Granard before 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



TO THE SUBRENDEB OF LIMERICK. 305 

Sligo, according to the work just quoted, p. 89* be sent lor 
Colonel Michelburne, who,withsome other of his officers, 
attended his Lordship, and gave him an account of the 
progress which had been made in reducing the town 
and fort, as well as in pinning the garrison, which con- 
sisted of twenty-eight companies of foot, into so small 
a compass that their surrender might be considered as 
in a manner concluded. Lord Granard was then 
attended by Colonel Michelburne and several others 
into the town, to the house of Sir Arthur Gore. Soon 
afterwards Sir Francis Hamilton, Major Hamilton, and 
Major Fishburne, attended Lord Granard, giving him 
an account that all had been concluded on between the 
Fort of Sligo and Colonel Michelburne, if it might be 
with his Lordship's approbation, except some small 
additions which Sir Teague O'Regan and the commis- 
saries might report to his Lordship, who granted them^: 
and he ordered Colonel Michelburne and Msyor HamiU 
ton to complete them, which was accordingly done. 

By the articles, the town was to be given up on 
Sunday the 12th; but O'Regan desiring farther time, 
it was granted to him ; and on Monday morning, being 
furnished with twenty-eight truckle-carts for their bag- 
gage, they marched out, twenty-eight companies of 
foot ; and Sir Teague O'Regan delivered up the keys to 
Colonel Michelburne, who immediately marched in at 
the head of a battalion of his own regiment; after which 
Lord Granard rode in with a considerable number of 
officers and gentlemen of the county. 

^Colonel Michelburne, with the keys of the town in 
bis hand, complimented his lordship with them in the 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



306 HISTORY OF IRELAND, FROM RELIEF OF DERRT 

name of King William and Queen Mary ;* but the Earl 
returned him the keys, and wished him joy of his new 
government, to which he had been previously ap- 
pointed. 

There were found in the fort of Sligo, sixteen pieced 
of artillery, thirty barrels of gunpowder, twenty-four 
barrels of oatmeal, two hundred barrels of beef, and 
a considerable quantity of other provisions. On the 
night after the garrison marched out they lost an 
hundred and fifty of their men by desertion. 

On the 17th, the Dublin militia were discharged, 
and returned home in triumph, not having lost one 
man in the whole expedition ; and the northern militia 
marched towards Newton and Castle Burke to receive 
their surrenders, according to the articles of Sligo, 
which allowed them to march with their arms and bag- 
gftge to Limerick. By the surrender of these, and some 
Mher neighbouring places, that part of the province of 
Connaught became perfectly settled. 

In the mean time the English army, having repassed 
the Shannon on the 3rd of August at Banagher, arrived 
at Birr, where they halted one day, and next day pro* 
ceeded to Burrisokane, and on the day following to 
Nenagh, where they encamped four days, waiting for 
bread and other necessaries, during which delay Lord 
Justice Conyngsby arrived in the camp, and attended 
the army for a fortnight.* 

* In Lord Mahon's History of England, (torn tbe Pesce of 
CTtrecbt to that of Aiz La Chapelle, there k the following acoounC 
of a ridiculeiM \we atfveatitre of thia gaotleman after be was 
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Deserters here gave the General intelligence that the 
enemy were encamped at Cahirconlish, and were mak- 
ing preparations to withstand the English, by forcing 
idl within their jurisdiction to take arms ; that they 
were arming their new levies out of the stores of Lime-' 
rkk, and threatened to give the English battle before 
tfaey approached the town. Among the deserters came 
Lieutenant-Colonel Oxborough of Luttrel's horse, his 
lieutenant, and several other privates of that regiment^ 
and an infantry officer with eleven musqueteers. 

On reaching Nenagh, the English army received an 
account that Brigadier Levison, with his horse and 
dragoons, had pursued Brigadier Carroll, commonly 

created Lord Conyngsby. It is given as a specimen of the lan« 
gtwge of lovers in the 18th century. Lord Conyngsby addressed 
the following letter to the widowed Duchess of Marlborough^ 
whose charms had been ripened by the series of sixty-two summers. 
" To my dearest, dearest Lady Marlborough alone I could open 
the inmost thoughts of my loaded heart, and by her wisdom find 
relief. Whither to go or how to dispose of a life entirely devoted 
to you, I know not. I receive your orders and commands. I live 
in hope that the great and glorious Creator of the worid, who does 
and must direct all things, will direct you to make me the happiest 
of men on the face of the esnlhy and enable me to make my 
dearest lady Marlborou|^, as she is the wisest and beet, the happiest 
of all women. 

•• CONYNGSBY.*' 

Lady Marlborough bad been but six months a widow when she 
received this letter ; her reply was, that " if she were only thirty 
instead of sixty years old, she would not allow even the emperor 
of the world to succeed in that heart which had been devoted 
to John, Duke of MariboroUgh." 
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called tall Anthony, who set fire to the to^^n, and fled 
from it towards Limerick, leaving behind him eleven 
£nglish soldiers, who had been prisoners there, and 
who promptly extinguished the fire. Levison pursued 
Carroll and his party so closely wiUi his horse and dra^ 
goons, that within four miles of Limerick he took all 
their baggage, among which were two rich coats of 
long Anthony's, one valued at eighty pounds, and 
another at forty guineas. He also took forty pistoles in 
gold, four hundred and fifty head of large cattle, and 
some sheep. 

On the 9th, a man and a woman were hanged in the 
camp ; the man for robbing, and the woman for mur- 
dering one of the English soldiers near Galway. 

On the 10th, several deserters of rank came to the 
English camp, and reported that both the French and 
Irish in Limerick were greatly surprised and terrified. 

On the 1 1th of August, General Ginckle issued a new 
declaration, that, willing by all fair means to save the 
effusion of blood, he would enlarge the time for sub- 
mission, and on the next day he decamped. In his 
march be received intelligence firom deserters, that the 
Irish foot had gone into Limerick, leaving their horse 
posted near the town ; that the Duke of Tyrconnel had 
been taken suddenly ill ; and that several factions were 
fomented among the chief ofiicers in the city, some of 
them being suspected of inclining to an accommodation 
with the English. This news occasioned the General 
to disperse his declaration among them by a spy, which 
was effected without discovery. 

On the 14th, Ginckle occupied at Cahirconlish the 
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position lately held by the Irish army ; from which place, 
attended by other general officers, he proceeded with a 
party within two miles of Limerick, where some of the 
enemy's scouts deserted to him. Early in the morning 
of the 15th, fifteen hundred horse and dragoons, com- 
manded by Major- General Ruvigni, and a thousand foot 
by the Prince of Hesse, with six field pieces, marched 
towards Limerick ; with whom the General, and chief 
officers with him, went to take a view of the place. 

The enemy had lined the hedges with infantry in 
several places ; and two squadrons of their horse, with 
a party of dragoons, appeared about a mile from the 
city ; for some little time, they fronted the advanced 
party of the English, but retired when they saw them 
resolved to push forward. 

Ginckle viewed the place for several hours within 
cannon shot, from the ground where the army encamped 
in the preceding year, and there perceived that the 
Irish had repaired Ire ton's fort, built another at some 
distance to the right of it, and had begun a third, with 
a line of communication, though not at that time 
finished. 

They had two field-pieces mounted on Ireton's fort, 
which they drew next day into the city. While the 
General was making his observations, Captain Hagan 
O'Hagan deserted, and informed him that the Duke of 
Tyrconnel had died the day before of poison, adminis- 
tered to him in a cup of ratifia, as some said, because 
he would not comply with the prevailing faction ; others, 
he said, attributed his death to a fever ; and some to 
grief, for the ruin of his measures. Leland says, that 
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some were confident that Tyromnel had be^n tried, 
condemned, and executed, for having held a private 
correspondence with the English. 

In the mean time the passes cm the Shannon, northward 
of Lough Derg, were well defended, mostly by the stin3|4d* 
iog array. Major Malcolm Hamilton was posted at For-' 
tumna, and had the care of a bridge near it. Captidii 
Gay lay at Banagher, busily employed in repairing the 
fort, and making the pass defensible ; but he, as well 
as Hamilton, laboured under a scarcity of bread in this 
wasted country, and were both obliged to have their 
supplies by water from Athlone, which being a place of 
great importance, had a good garrison in it, commanded 
by Colonel Toby Purcel, who succeeded Colonel Lloyd 
in that situation, but soon afterwards made room for 
the same officer. For the further security of Athlone, 
the fortifications of it were daily strengthened ; and a 
body of northern militia, consisting of horse, dragoons, 
and foot, under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Caulfield, were detached to it. The other passes on 
the Shannon at Lanesborough, and ^ far as James- 
town, were possessed by the militia. T^ Irish were 
now^ ponfined for their subsistence to the counties of 
Cl^e and Kerry, and a part of the county of Limerick, 
^cept what they got by incursions at great hazard into 
^e county of Cork. They had indeed some strength 
in the county of Mayo, but that was weakened by daily 
incursions from the English garrison in Galway, and 
afforded but little relief to Limerick. 

On his return from the camp, alter viewing the city 
and its out-works, Ginckle found a considerable nuadnef 
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•f bread waggons there, which had arrived under a 
Cfuivoy of the militia, horse and dragoons, of the couoty 
Tipperary ; and in a few days afterwards, the artillery, 
consisting of a train of nine twenty-four pounders, nine 
eighteen pounders, and three mortars, with a pr<^p(Hr- 
t^nal quantity of ammunition, came safe from Athlone. 
This train was more carefully conducted towards its 
destination than tliat which Sarsfield intercepted in the 
preceding year ; it was sent from Athlone under tl^e 
ponvoy of Colonel Lloyd's regiment, and it y^ba met by 
Mi^r-General Forest, with a strpng detachment o( 
horse and foot. 

On the same afternoon, Sir John Hanmer, with his 
9wn regiment, and those of Brandenburg^ Hales, Coy, 
and a Danish regiment o( foot, joined the Elnglisb 
oimp, which, with the two regiments that attended the 
train, made the army stronger than it had been at the 
opening of the campaign. 

On the l6th, the remains of the Duk^ of Tyrconnel 
w^e interred in the cathedral church of St. Mary, at 
Limerick; and a commission was produced from King 
Jam^s, by which Sir Alexander Fittpn* Sir Richard 
|i}^estgle» and Mr. Plowden, form^ly one of the eoioi-' 
Q^asioners of the revenue, were appointed Lords Jus- 
tice? of Ireland. 

The new Lords Justices imn^ediately took possesfsioji 
of their posts, but were limited by their instructions to 
kiAVje tbeconduct and government of the army to Mon* 
sieur D'U^sone, the chief officer in comoi$ad. Xhia 
served to infimne mattersi already in a state of great 
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exdtement.from the contention of the French and Irish 
parties in Limerick, and encouraged the military ad- 
herents of the French so much, as to keep the garrison 
from thinking of a submission until they were reduced 
to the greatest extremity. 

On the 1 8th, an account came to the English camp, 
that Colonel Henry Luttrel had been seized in Lime* 
rick by order of General D'Ussone, for having made 
proposals for a surrender of the city, and that he had 
been sentenced by a court-martial to be shot. On 
hearing fliis, Ginckle sent a trumpeter to the garrison, 
informing them, that if they would put any man to 
death for having a wish to come over to his army, he 
would revenge it on the Irish prisoners. This is stated 
in the Diary of the Siege of Limerick, and noticed 
by Harris, who says, that " the story does not carry the 
face of probability, for Ginckle well knew, that by the 
rules of war, all armies were at liberty to pimish sus- 
pected persons, and therefore would not interfere." 
Luttrel, however, contrived to get clear of this scrape, 
and continued still in the command of his regiment. 

The confusion and jealousies raised in the town by 
the seizure of Colonel Luttrel, and by his known wishes 
for an accommodation, gave great hopes to the English 
that the siege would be of short duration, and made 
General Ginckle resolve to push with the utmost vigour 
for the conquest of the place by force of arms. For 
this purpose he sent for a fresh supply of gunpowder 
(rom Dublin, ordered six companies of Vennei's regi* 
ment remaining there to march to his camp ; and he 
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also reinforced himself with the Danish troops, at that 
time posted in the fort of Duncannon, which latter he 
relieved by the militia of the county of Waterford. 

On the l7thor 18th day of this month, Sir William King, 
who had been governor of Limerick, but during part 
of this and the preceding year a prisoner there, escaped 
to the English camp, and became very serviceable to the 
General, by his advice and assistance on several occa- 
sions. On the same day. Colonel Lumley was sent out 
with four hundred horse towards Charleville, where 
some of the Irish were posted, who having notice of his 
approach, lefl the place, but not before they lost some 
of their men. Captain Massey, remaining a while be- 
hind those who had fled, and being rash enough to pro- 
voke the advancing party by firing his pistols at them, 
was taken prisoner, with a cornet who was with him. 
On their being examined, protections were found upon 
them, and they were both hanged as deserters. 

On the 19th, several notorious Rapparees were brought 
prisoners to the English camp. The weather had by 
this time become very stormy and wet, and had been 
so unfavourable during the days on which the artillery 
was on its way from Athlone to Limerick, as to retard its 
movements in a manner very distressing to the convoy. 

On the 21st, Major O'Connor, who had been governor 
of Banagher, and surrendered it on condition of marching 
on and going to Limerick with his men, on consideration 
of the state of that city, and the impending ruin of the 
Irish cause, came to the English army, with nine others, 
well armed, mounted, and equipped. — Diary of. the 
Siege of Limerick 
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He informed General Ginckle, that if he would se- 
cure either of the passes over the Shannon at Killaloe 
or O'Brien's Bridge, many of the Irish horse posted on 
the county of Clare side would desert and come to him. 
On receiving this intelligence, the General wrote to 
Mr. Justice Cox for a thousand of the county of Cork 
militia, to assist at the siege of Limerick ; and having 
obtained them, he posted part of them at Killaloe, to 
secure that pass, which they did efiectually, and the 
rest were sent to Annaghbeg, under Major Stroud, to 
secure the pass there. The weather continued to be so 
wet and stormy, that the army could not move, but the 
soldiers were employed in preparing faggots and other 
necessaries for the siege. 

On the same day that O'Connor arrived at the 
English camp, twenty-nine tin boats were brought from 
Athlone to Killaloe, by a strong party of horse and dra- 
goons, with a prey of two hundred and fifly black cattle, 
three hundred sheep, and some horses. 

On the 22nd day of this month, the weather became 
more favourable, and Ginckle sent orders to the squa- 
dron in the Shannon to advance near the city. On the 
23rd, two hundred and fifty Irish draught horses were 
sent to hasten up the train of artillery, which came in 
sight of the camp at Cahirconlish on that evening, and 
each regiment was ordered to have two thousand fas- 
cines ready to begin the work at Limerick. The Gene, 
ral being apprehensive that the Irish army, in and 
about Limerick, might attempt to oppose his approach 
to it, ordered his army to be ready to march, without 
beat of drum, with an advanced party of nine hundred 
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liorse and dragoons, a thousand firelocks, and two hun- 
dred grenadiers, out of each line, which were com- 
manded to march in two divisions, at the head of either 
wing, with four field-pieces, and twenty-five pioneers 
each. 

The main body of the horse were to march afler this 
detachment, each man having three fascines before 
him, to be laid down where directed. Then all the 
foot were to proceed, and after them the train of artil- 
lery ; and no baggage was to go near the detached 
party, who were to advance directly to a house where 
the road divided, and there halt till the foot should 
come up, from whence the right line was to ^1 into 
the road on the right hand, and the lefl line into that on 
the left, and all were to draw up afterwards in order of 
battle, to march slowly towards the city, and make 
several halts to observe the enemy's motions. 

On the 24th, two Rapparees were hanged, having 
been convicted by a court-martial of having burned 
houses. Two of Sir John Lanier*s men and a north 
country sutler were likewise condemned to death, the two 
first for having robbed Captain Watts, an oflScer of the 
same regiment, and the other for having bought the 
captain's watch from the troopers. 

On the 25th, the English army reached the neigh- 
bourhood of Limerick, and on that day took Ireton's 
Fort and Cromwell's Fort, which were ordered to be 
called Mackay's and Nassau's, because they were taken 
under these commanders. Colonel Donep, a Danish 
oflBcer of good character, who commanded the 
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advanced party of horse, was killed that evening by a 
random shot. 

On the 27th, Castleconnell, about five miles above 
Limerick, and Carrick-o-Gunnel, as many below it, 
both on the Shannon, were taken, and the garrisons, 
consisting of four hundred men, made prisoners of 
war. In the mean time. Captain Cole, who commanded 
the English squadron in the Shannon, on his first arri- 
val in the river, took a French vessel, in which were 
St. Ruth's equipage, four of his servants, several fine 
horses, and among them, that which the unfortunate 
general rode at the battle of Aughrim. He also took 
two other vessels laden with brandy and salt, the want 
of which, particularly the latter, distressed the garrisoa 
of Limerick very much ; and he destroyed the enemy's 
boats, and entirely obstructed the communication be-* 
tween the counties of Limerick and Clare, which was 
of great importance to the besieging army. 

On the same day that Carrick-o-gunnel and Castle- 
Gonnel were taken. Cole's squadron, joined by other 
ships, which had been sent to reinforce him, sailed up 
the Shannon, fired among the Irish horse encamped 
near the banks of the river, which much surprised the 
enemy, who, until then, had been persuaded that either 
the English had no ships there, or if they had, that 
they would be soon destroyed by the French fleet, 
which they hourly expected. 

The enemy had at this time strong garrisons at New- 
castle and Gortintubbert, in the west of the county of 
Limerick, which rendered communication from the 
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English camp to the county of Kerry by land very 
dangerous. From these places they sallied out on 
every side, plundered the country round them, and 
burned the villages of Ballingarry and Brury. Captain 
John O'Dell was posted at Athlacca, for the defence of 
those parts, with a party of militia dragoons, but 
he had not military skill enough to preserve a frontier 
so much exposed, and was defeated, and most of his 
party cut off by an ambuscade. 

On the morning of the last day of August, an ex- 
press arrived at the English camp, sent by Brigadier 
Levison, dated on the 30th at Newmarket, stating that 
having intelligence where Lord Brittas' and another 
regiment of horse were, he had marched towards them 
at one o'clock in the morning of the preceding Monday, 
and falling in with them, killed a great number of 
them, cutting off several entire troops ; and that he had 
taken Lord CastleconnelFs lady and others prisoners, 
with a good prey of cattle ; and that the only loss sus- 
tained by his party was Major Wood, who had his leg 
broken by a ball from the enemy. 

A court-martial was held this day in the English 
camp, the Eari of Drogheda being president : a woman 
who had pretended to come for a protection was con- 
demned for having attempted to persuade some French 
soldiers, whom she mistook for Papists, to desert, and 
go over to the Irish. Several others were tried and . 
found guilty of theft. 

On the night of this day, the besiegers played upon 
the city with their bombs and cannon, and set fire to it 
in several places, which gave the garrison considerable 
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trouble to extinguish. In the course of the evening it 
was understood that the Irish meditated a saUy, in order 
to which, a considerable body of them advanced 
towards the new works between Nassau Fort and the 
great battery, where the Earl of Drogheda, with his 
regiment, was then upon duty. His lordship perceived 
the enemy approaching, and gave orders to his men 
not to iire until they came within pistol-shot of them» 
and then give them a whole volley, but the soldiers had 
not patience to forbear, which alarmed the enemy so 
much, that they retired, though they had a favourable 
opportunity of doing service, as there was only one 
regiment posted to defend above one hundred yards of 
works. On the same evening several bombs were 
thrown from two great mortars, which had been landed 
from Captain Cole's squadron on the Shannon, but not 
doing what they expected, they were drawn off, witli 
other guns, from the batteries, with a resolution of 
attempting something elsewhere, or, if possible, to pass 
the river. 

On the 31st of August, the English brought off two 
hundred of the Protestant inhabitants of Limerick, 
most of them women and children, from an island in 
the Shannon where the Irish *had sent them. They 
were in great misery, being almost starved for want of 
food, and from having but two small cabins to shelter 
them from the weather, and nothing to lie on but a 
small quantity of hay. 

Major Stroud, of the Cork militia, commanded on 
this occasion, and with the Limerick Protestants he 
brought off a prey of forty-six horses. He had corn- 
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inanded a party at Annaghbeg, where, on the pre- 
ceding night, a captain, lieutenant, a cornet, and a 
private trooper deserted from the Irish army to him, 
and proposed to him to relieve Uiese miserable people. 
The name of the island was St. Thomas's. The 
English continued to bombard Limerick very furiously. 
This night an hundred and twenty of the Irish, who 
had been taken twenty miles off, were brought prisoners 
into the camp. — Diary of the Siege of Limerick, 

The enemy having got notice of this movement, 
removed their horse-camp two miles northward of the 
city, and posted four regiments of dragoons below 
Annaghbeg, where they had three regiments of foot 
entrenched, expecting an attempt to be made in that 
quarter ; and General Ginckle, seeing their camp re- 
moved, took a view of them from a convenient post. 

On the 1st of September^ Colonel Woolseley 
marched with a party of five hundred horse and dra- 
goons towards Killaloe, in consequence of a report 
that Sarsfield was moving that way, intending some 
secret expedition Against the quarters of the English. 

On the 3rd of this month, a deserter from Colonel 
Nugent's dragoons gave an account of the situation and 
numbers of the enemy's army, and that seventeen 
regiments of their horse and dragoons were then en- 
camped beyond the river, but that they were neither 
well equipped nor clad, nor complete in their numbers. 

On the 4th, the Duke of Wirtemberg, by advice 
from a deserter, found out a place for a new battery, 
nearer to the King's Island than the former, from 
whence the English town might be more effectually 
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attacked. A line of contravallation, defended by three 
or four new forts, was raised between an old church 
and the King's Island, to secure that part of the 
English army posted thereabouts. 

On the 5th, this new battery was brought into such 
a condition, as to secure the besiegers against any 
attacks from the enemy. 

On the 6th, one Bamewistll, a deserter, brought an 
account of the besieger's resolution to defend the city 
to the last extremity, which they might easily do 
unless the besiegers should pass the river, as they had 
all the county of Clare open behind them, from which 
they could reinforce their garrison at pleasure ; and this 
advice was confirmed by some townsmen, who had 
escaped by swimming over the river. 

On the 7th, the enemy fired very briskly on the 
besiegers during the whole day, from a battery of eight 
guns,* planted in the King's Island, and from other places, 
which, however, did not obstruct the great battery in 
its progress to be finished. 

On the 8th, the flooring of this battery was com- 
pleted, and the mortars mounted on it : one line to the 
left, of ten field pieces, for shooting red hot balls ; ano- 
ther to the right, of twenty-five guns, all twenty-four 
and eighteen pounders ; and in the centre were planted 
eight mortars, from eighteen inches and three-quarters 
to ten and a-half, all which stood together on the 
north-east of the city, near the King's Island. 

A battery of eight twelve-pounders was also raised 
at Mackay^s Fort, and another towards the river on the 
south-west, where the Danes were posted ; and from all 
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these, which began to work at the same time, balls 
were thrown without ceasing; the enemy was thrown 
into great consternation, and a breach was made in 
the waU within the King's Island, between the Fran- 
ciscan abbey and BalFs Bridge, and the bombs, fire- 
balls, and carcases, had di^adfid success on the houses 
within the city« 

On the 9th, the forts between the old church and the 
great battery were improved, and the besiegers fired aK 
day at the breach, whereby it was much widened, and 
•a. ^eat many houses in the city beaten down. 

Two of the enemy's guns were dismounted firom a 
spur in the Bang's island, near BalFs-bridge, and the 
besiegers played firom Mackay's fort upon four guns that 
were disturbing them, firom a place where the enemy^s 
black battery was planted in the preceding year. 
. Or this morning, all the empty casks belonging to 
vthe army were carried to the artillery, near the river, 
where they were to be used for £oats when occasion 
should ofier. The eaemj sallied ftom the pity on this 
4ifiemoon, and attempted to secure a ditch not far firom 
the English battery^ but they were soon repulsed, and 
several of them killed, with the loss of only one of the 
English grenadiers. 

Several wool-sacks were now carried dowQ to the 
water-side, preparatory to an attack upon .the island, 
and firom thence on the breach ; but the attempt being 
ibund difficult, the wool-«acks were left with a sentind 
on them, which the enemy perceived, and a party oi 
.them passing over the river that night in cots, burned 
^rnany of them, the sentinel looking on and giving no 

2p 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



322 HISTORY OF IRELAND, FBOM BELIEF OF DERBY 

alarm, excusing himself afterwards by saying he had no 
orders to fire. 

On the 10th, an order was issued for a pinnace and 
its crew to attend Mr. Francis Burton, who made 
several journies into the county of Clare, where he had 
so far succeeded with the garrison in Clare castle, that 
it was agreed to be delivered up to the English ; but 
the opportunity was neglected, and it was afterwards 
included in the general capitulation. 

On this day. Colonel Wy therow was despatched by sea, 
and Robert Pooley by land, to expedite the sailing of 
the English fleet from the harbour of Cork, where it 
then lay, into the Shannon, General Ginckle having 
received intelligence that the French designed the 
relief of Limerick by their fleet, which was daily ex- 
pected in the river. Of this the Lords Justices were 
very apprehensive, and they urged the General to use 
the most vigorous exertion to reduce the place before 
it could be relieved. 

On the 11th, the breach in the wall was widened 
above forty paces, and floats being prepared to pass the 
river, it was strongly debated among the genieral 
officers in the besieging army, whether it should be 
attempted by storm, which was apprehended to be very 
hazardous, and not likely to be successful, until the 
garrison should be more humbled by sword, sickness, or 
famine, since their numbers within the walls were equal 
to those of the besiegers. The difficulty of getting into 
the King's Island was also taken into consideration, or 
of maintaining it, even if gained, on account of the 
ftrong fort in it, with a double line of communication 
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from it to the city, manned chiefly by the best of the 
enemy's dragoons dismounted. 

Part of the guns were, however, drawn from Ireton's 
fort to a new battery raised to the right of the great 
one ; and another was raised near St. Thomas's island^ 
to cut off the enemy's communication by a large cause- 
way leading thence towards the city. 

On the 12th, the besiegers levelled most of their 
guns and bombs towards the great church in the middle 
of the English town, having been informed that it had 
been made the principal storehouse of the garrison. 

The winter was now approaching, and this circum- 
stance, combined with a recollection of the disasters of 
the preceding year, and the reasonable expectation 
of an obstinate resistance from the besieged, induced 
General Ginckle to think upon the expediency of con- 
verting the siege into a blockade, which, as matters 
afterwards turned out, would have proved a more dis- 
astrous measure ; he, however, gave orders for fitting 
up Kilmallock as a place for stores. This town, situated 
sixteen miles west of Limerick, is one of great antiquity, 
it was reported to have been walled in before the Eng- 
lish got footing in Ireland ; and the buildings in it, 
consisting of ruined abbeys and castellated houses, 
were easily at this time put in a condition to be a safe 
receptacle for military stores. It has since fallen into 
decay. Dr. Campbell visited it in 1775, and thus de- 
scribes it in his Philosophical Survey of the South of 
Ireland : 

"ZifwmcA?, October lOr 1775. — Leaving Buttevant, I 
thought t\\e ne plus ultra of human wretchedness wa» 
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then passed, but Kilmallock was before me. Had such 
scenes presented themselves on leaving Dublin, curiosity 
might have proved too weak an incentive to proceed ; 
I should have turned back again to avoid the sight of 
misery, for which I could not but feel without being 
able to remove. 

<* After riding a few miles, and staring at a sight so 
unusual as a well planted park, I unexpectedly turned 
through an arch under an old castle into a spacious 
street, composed of houses, which, though magnificent, 
were windowless and roofless. An inn was unknown 
here ; I got, however, a stable for my horses, and a 
room for myself, where, I suppose, a fire had not been 
kindled since the last election ; for these ruins sent two 
members to the Irish Parliament at that time — Silver 
Oliver, Esq*, nominating them as patron* 

*^ Sheds were raised within these noble structures too 
nasty for the habitations of English pigs* This must have 
been a place of high antiquity. Sir James Ware relates, 
that an abbey of Dominicans or Black Friars was built 
there in the thirteenth century by the sovereign bre- 
thren and commonalty. It formerly gave title to an 
Earl, and of Viscount to one of the Sarsfield family. 
It preserves a greater share of ma^ificence, even in its 
ruins, than any thing I had yet seen in Ireland. There 
is but one street now standing entire, but firom some 
scattered files, and from the foundation of others, there 
b reason to suppose that there have been more. The 
walls round the town, which in many places still remain, 
are of an oblong square. Ac each angle has been a 
castle, like these under which the traveller passes at the 
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end of the remaining street. One of these is the 
gaol of the city. What do you think of the gaol of 
Kilmallock, itself the most dreary of all prisons? 
The religious houses have been very stately. This 
town was abandoned by the Irish during the last siege 
of Limerick, and then fitted up by the English army as 
a m^azine of stores." 

Ginckle was now resolved to distress the garrison of 
Limerick by destroying their forage in the county of 
Clare ; and in this service Captain Cole was very active, 
preventing, as much as was in his power, the enemy 
from drawing supplies from those parts of the county of 
Clare which lay near the river, and have always been 
reckoned among the most fertile in Ireland, particularly 
in the production of the provender for horses, hay and 
oats. For this purpose he promptly destroyed all the 
small vessels and boata that plied there to carry intelli-' 
gence or provisions to either side of the river or to the 
city, and this service he efiected with great diligence* 

On the thirteenth. Colonel Erie was sent into Eng-* 
land to acquaint the Queen with the present state of 
affairs in Ireland, and to state to her Majesty, that if 
they should not succeed in reducing Limerick thia 
season, it would be necessary to send more frigates to 
block up the Shannon, Captain Cole and other marine 
officers employed in that river, havii^ given it under 
their hands, that they could post twenty frigates so 
advantageously towards the mouth of the river, under 
some island, a& to enable them to remain in safety there 
all the winter, and keep off twice their number if any 
attack should be made by the French to relieve the city*^ 
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These islands were those of Scattery and Hog, about 
fifteen miles from the mouth of the river, nearer to the 
Clare than the Kerry side, not far from Kilrush, and 
forming what is called Scattery road, a safe and com- 
modious harbour. 

The siege was now to be turned into a blockade, to 
be maintained, however, as closely as possible. This 
was sad news both to the officers and soldiers of the 
besieging army, who had more to fear from delay, and 
consequent disease, than all they could suffer from storm- 
ing the city ; delay too was dangerous, as there was 
reason to fear, as the result proved, that the French fleet 
would make a vigorous attempt to relieve their besieged 
friends, now in a desperate state from all that they had 
suffered. The English army, officers and soldiers, had 
been highly elated by their successive victories during the 
whole of the preceding summer, they were still in high 
spirits and provided amply with necessaries, so that the 
idea of a blockade was most repulsive to them ; and they 
were willing to suffer any hardship, sooner than miss 
the crown of all their labours, just as they had supposed 
they were about to obtain it. But matters soon took 
another course. On the fourteenth of this month, 
intelligence was brought by a deserter, where the 
ammunition of the garrison of Limerick lay, and the 
besiegers fired hard all day in that direction, and saw 
one of their bombs blow up some part of the gun- 
powder, 

Castleconnel and Carrick-o-gunnel were blown up at 
this time, being places not tenable in case the siege 
should be abandoned. 
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On the fifteenth, most of the guns were drawn off 
from the batteries, as if the siege were really in pro- 
gress of being raised ; but this was only a blind to cover 
a design to be executed thtt night, a great many men 
having been busily employed all day in preparing tin 
boats and floats for the purpose of passing the Shannon 
into the Clare side, and there to complete the sur- 
rounding of the city ; without which, and possessing the 
King's Island, it would be a difficult task to subdue 
Limerick ; and to become masters of that island was no 
less hazardous, the place being wet, and the season of 
the year being so far spent. 

On that afternoon, Lord Lisbum was killed by a ball 
from one of the enemy's batteries. He was a nobleman 
of excellent abilities, who had shown himself forward 
on all occasions in the service of his country from the 
beginning of this war. 

General Ginckle had discovered, by means of a secret 
correspondence which he held with Colonel Henry 
Luttrel, heir to the large estate of Colonel Simon 
Luttrel, and willing to preserve his pretensions to it, 
that he was inclined to favour him in passing the river ; 
and accordingly, when Luttrel had that guard, he gave 
the English General notice of it. The army had every 
thing in readiness, the bridges laid at the places ap- 
pointed, and part of their force over before it was day ; 
and as the morning of the fifteenth proved foggy, they 
marched up to the enemy's camp undiscovered, and 
were the first that brought them the account of their 
passing the Shannon. 
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There they found the Irish soldiers asleep in their 
huts, and this sudden and unexpected attack put them 
into such consternation, that they ran about hi a dis- 
tracted manner, some in their shirts, some quite naked, 
most of their infantry flying towards the city. But 
here the gates were shut against them, lest the English 
soldiers should enter with them,' by which means the 
greater part of them wer<e killed under the walls. The 
few horse they had with them fled to the farthest part 
of the county of Clare, much in the same condition 
with their foot. Ginckle, having thus fortunately suc- 
ceeded, soon invested the city on all sides^ — Parker. 

Harris says that the reader must lay a stress upon the 
account of Parker, as he was one of tlie officers who 
Chen passed the Shannon, and therefore a cotemporary 
witness. He was so, as to that fact-; but the corres- 
|M>ndence between Ginckle and Luttrel was as much a 
secret to him as if he had not been born, few being 
Emitted to the knowledge of such transactions but the 
contracting parties and their emissaries; so that pro- 
bably Captain Parker took his story from tradition, long 
•after the action. At the time of the passage of the 
river, Luttrel was confined a prisoner in the Castle of 
Limerick; and Brigadier Clifford commanding where 
the bridge was laid over which the English army 
.passed, gave no opposition to them, for which he was 
committed a prisoner to the same gaol, and would 
have been condemned to death if the capitulation had 
not ensued soon afterwards. But Luttrel lay under 
a jealousy of the chief commander in Limerick, as hoj 
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with T3rrconnel and many others, had been of the 
moderate party, who were for preserving their country 
by a timely capitulation. 

The Irish being dosely pressed by the English grena- 
diers, were driven from their posts, but were reinforced 
by a detachment from the city ; but the whole body 
was soon put to flight, notwithstanding a great firing 
made from the enemy's forts and cannon, and other 
advantages. They pursued them so closely, that a 
French major, who commanded at Thomond Gate, 
fearing the grenadiers would enter with their own men, 
ordered the draw-bridge to be raised, and lefl the whole 
party to the mercy of the English soldiers ; the hind- 
most pressing the others forward, and throwing them 
down over the fall of the draw-bridge. Those who 
were thus excluded entrance into the town, cried out 
for quarter; but before the carnage was over, they 
were left in heaps upon the bridge, higher than the bat- 
tlements of it ; insomuch that every man of them was 
either killed or made prisoners, except about an hun- 
dred and twenty, who got into the town before the bridge 
was drawn up, of whom many were severely wounded. 
The numbers killed were estimated at six hundred, be- 
sides an hundred and fifty who were forced over the bridge, 
and were reckoned afterwards when cast up on the bank. 
The prisoners were Colonel James Skelton, who afterwards 
died of his wounds, two lieutenant-colonels, Harley and 
Dempsey, Majors French and Neville, nine captains, 
seven lieutenants, six sergeants, and ninety-seven private 
men. The English lost in the action, Lieutenant Ster- 
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ling, and twenty-five private men, and had about sixtj 
wounded. 

Upon taking these forts, the English made a lodg- 
ment within ten yards of Thomond Bridge, notwith- 
standing a high tower near the end of it next to them. 

The Irish now finding all communication between 
them and their horse intercepted, and despairing of 
French succours, began to entertain some thoughts of 
giving up the city ; and their jealousies increasing with 
their misfortunes, many of them grew weary of the 
war. 

On the twenty- third, about six o'clock, the garrison 
beat a parley on both sides of the town. Colonel Ruth 
coming out upon that errand towards Mackay's fort, 
where the Earl of Drogheda's regiment was on duty. 
General Talmash being there, referred Ruth to Lieu- 
tenant-General Sgravenmore and the Marquis of Ru- 
vigni. Sgravenmore being then beyond the river, 
Sarsfield and Waucop went out to him, and a cessation 
was concluded until nine o'clock next morning. 

Ginckle wrote immediately to the secretary of state, 
informing him of what had passed, and desiring him to 
meet him at eight o'clock on the day following, and 
bring with him the Queen's letter on the subject of the 
capitulation, and also one written by King William 
respecting Sarsfield. They probably contained instruc- 
tions to put an end to the war on any terms, and per- 
haps advantageous offers to Sarsfield ; but the subject 
of them did not then transpire, and can now be only 
guessed at. 
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^^ On the twenty- fourth, Sarsfield and Waucop again 
waited on Ginckle, and desired that the cessation might 
be continued for three days, to give them time to send 
to Sheldon, who was encamped with the Irish horse at 
Six-mile Bridge, that they might be included in the 
general capitulation. This also was granted, and the 
English prisoners in Limerick, to the number of two 
hundred and forty, were released. They exhibited a 
melancholy spectacle, and one calculated to kindle the 
indignation of their fellow-soldiers at the cruel treat- 
ment they had received. While the Protestant inha- 
bitants were permitted to remain in the city, they 
received all the relief that these persecuted people 
could give them ; but when they were turned out of the 
garrison, the prisoners were left in a miserable condition, 
being frequently placed in situations where they were 
exposed to the fire from the guns of the besiegers, by 
which thirty of them were killed during the siege. 
Those who survived, were now delivered up near 
Mackay's fort and the city, and such as had not strength 
to walk were brought out upon horses. Some of them 
died upon the spot where they were set down, being 
weak and overpowered by the fresh air, to which they 
had been strangers for a long time, and many of them 
had not even their wounds dressed. 

On the twenty-fifth, Lieutenant-General Sheldon, 
the Lords Westmeath, Dillon, Trimblestown, Maguire, 
and Galmoy, the titular Archbishops of Armagh and 
Cashel, Sir Toby Butler, an eminent lawyer, and se- 
veral others came from the Irish horse-camp, and dining 
with General Ginckle, went afterwards into the city. 
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On the 26th, Sarefield and Waucop dhied with the 
Genera], when it was agreed that hostages should be 
exchanged preparatory to a further treaty, and Lord 
Cutts, Sir David Collier, and Colonels Tiffan and Piper 
were sent into the town, and Lords Westmeath, Iveagh, 
Trimbleston, and Louth remained in the camp. 

On the 27th the Irish sent their proposals in the 
foUowmg terms: — 

I. 

To hare an act of indemnity for ail past offenoeSi 

IL 

A restoration of the Irish to such estates as they had before 
the late rerolution. 

III. 

Free liberty of worship, and one priest to each parish, as weU 
in cities and towns as in the country. 

IV. 
Msh Papists to be capable of employments, military and civil, 
and to exercise all professions and callings. 

V. 
The Irish army to be kept on foot, and paid as the rest of the 
King's forces, in case they were willing to serve against France or 
any other enemy. 

VI. 
Irish Pi^ists to be allowed to live in cities and towns corporate, 
to be members of them, and to be equal with the Protestants in all 
privileges of the said corporations. 

VIL 
An Act of Parliament to be passed for confirming the said 
conditions. 
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These proposals were so extravagant, that Ginckle 
replied, that <* although he was a stranger to the laws of 
England, yet he understood that what they insisted on 
was so far contradictory to them, and dishonourable to 
himself, that he would not grant any such terms.** 

He then ordered a new battery to be raised on the 
left of Mackay's fort for mortars and guns ; but at the 
request of the Irish, he sent them twelve articles, and 
told them he would allow of no. others, which proved to 
be the sum of the capitulation. 

He now sent them all the prisoners he had in his 
camp, in return for those they had released before, but 
in a very different condition — ^none of those he had 
having received ill-usage, but on the contrary, those of 
them who had been wounded having always the same 
surgical and other care with the wounded soldiers of the 
English. 

Early in the morning of the 28th, Sarsfield, Waucop, 
Baron Purcell of Loughmore, the titular Archbishops of 
Armagh and Cashel, Sir Garrett Dillon, Sir Toby But- 
ler, and Colonel Butler — the three last lawyers — with 
several other officers and commissioners, attended Gene- 
ral Ginckle, who sent for all the English general officers ; 
and after a long debate, articles were agreed on, though 
not at that time reduced to wriUng, not only for the 
city of Limerick, but all other forts and castles in Ire- 
land. On the same afternoon, an order was sent for 
part of the transport ships to sail from Cork for the 
Shannon, there to take on board some of the Irish 
forces ; and the General wrote to Sir Ralph Delaval 
giving him an account of the conclusion of the treaty ; 
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and that there had been a cessation both by land and sea 
on the coast of Ireland ; that several Irish were to be 
brought off to France ; and that for this purpose, use 
was to be made not only of French but English ships. 
He therefore desired that Delaval would not hinder the 
French transports from sailing into the Shannon, nor 
the rest of their fleet into Dingle bay ; and informed 
him that the French Intendant had written to his 
master's fleet to the s^me purpose, to prevent hos- 
tilities. 

During the negociation for the surrender of Limerick, 
the Irish were urged by the French to insist upon un- 
reasonably high demands, in hope of their being re- 
jected ; but King William having given Ginckle secret 
directions to grant them any reasonable terms they could 
desire, so that the war might be ended, he sent them 
articles so favourable, that a capitulation was soon 
agreed on, to the great disappointment of the French, 
and some of the English also, who thought that an 
enemy fallen so low as the Irish at this time, were not 
entitled to such terms, and that the conditions granted 
would raise the fallen hopes of the vanquished enemy, 
and prove a source of future discontent and rebellion in 
the island — they had hoped that the end of the war 
would have been the final ruin of the French and 
Romish interest in Ireland. 

The Lords Justices finding that Limerick had been 
reduced by capitulation, hastened to the English camp, 
that they might hold the Irish to as hard terms as the 
Sling's affairs would admit. They arrived there on the 
first of October, and the articles were finally concluded 
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and signed on the third day of this month. The 
articles consisted of two parts : the first relating to the 
surrender of the town, and were signed by the generals 
on both sides ; and the other about the privileges 
granted to the Irish — these latter were signed by the 
Lords Justices and General Ginckle on the one part, 
and by several of the Irish nobility and gentry on the 
other. 

The surrender and evacuation of Limerick now put 
a final period to the Irish war ; the Irish having been 
reduced to submission, notwithstanding the powerful 
support they had received from the King of France, 
and the indefatigable exertions of the popish clergy to 
animate them with hatred to the English, and excite 
and maintain the war, in the course of which they had 
ignobly distinguished themselves by the fury of their 
zeal in persecuting their Protestant fellow-subjects, and 
for which atrocious conduct they were now doomed to 
suffer severe retribution ; although the victorious Wil- 
liam, so far from infringing on the articles of Limerick, 
in confirming them on the 5th of April, 1692, added a 
clause which was not comprised in the fair copy of the 
original draught, declaring that it had been casually 
omitted by the transcriber, the omission not having 
been noticed until the articles were signed. 

By these articles the Irish were restored, under cer- 
tain qualifications, to all they had enjoyed in the reign 
of King Charles the Second, and admitted to the pri- 
vilege of subjects upon taking the oath of allegiance, 
without being obliged to take that of supremacy. Such 
privileges were granted to them in the exercise of their 
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rieligion as were consistent with the laws of Ireland pr. 
as they had enjoyed in the reign of the said king. By^ 
the military articles, as many Irish as pleased had the 
liberty to pass into any country they thought fit, except 
into England or Scotland, with their families and move- 
able effects, and were to declare their intentions at cisr* 
tain times specified in the articles. This article gave 
occasion for some contention among the contraoting 
parties, each endeavouring to elude the force of It — 
the French aqd Irish officers desiring to transport a§ 
many, and the English officers and Lords Justices as 
few of the Irish soldiers as they could---the latter being 
sensible of the detriment to the county inevitable from 
Uie loss of so many subjects afler the desolation of it 
by three years' war, and being also fully aware of what 
an accession of strength the transporting of several 
regiments of disciplined men to France would give the 
common enemy. 

The Irish officers kept the gates of the English town 
of Limerick always locked, and well-guarded, to pre* 
vent their men from forsaking them, resolving to tl|k^ 
off many by force who were not willing to leave tbetr 
native country ; and for encouragement they distribute4 
bread, brandy, daret, and some money among those 
who expressed a desire to stay with them* Gen^f^ 
Ginckle being informed by letter firom an Irish lieuti^r 
nant-colonel that he was in confinement for refusmg to 
go to France, resented this violence so much, that he 
ordered guns to be planted on Ball's-bridge, dedamg 
that he would teach the Irish to play tricks with bii|i« 
In consequence of this,* Sarsfield came to the camp. 
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and expostulated with the General, saying, that he "was 
in his power, or he would rfbt be thus used." " Not so,^ 
replied Ginckle, " you may go into the city again 
and do your worst." It was for railing and speaking 
disrespectfully of the Irish officers, Sarsfield said, this 
lieutenant-colonel had been imprisoned, and not for de- 
signing to leave them. This affair was at last settled 
by the prisoner being set at liberty. 

On the 5th of October, Sars6eld and Waucop made 
encouraging speeches to the Irish soldiers in Limerick, 
telling them, tliat although they were in but bad cir- 
cumstances at that time, yet in the following spring, or 
soon aflerwards, they would be landed in England or 
Ireland, with a powerful army, every officer among them 
keeping the post he then held, if not promoted to a 
higher one ; that they should always be upon the English 
establishment, and receive English pay even in France. 
He also laid many other inducements before his credu- 
lous auditors, which, however improbable, were greedily 
swallowed ; and on the sixth of this month, the popish 
priests preached to each of the regiments an energetic 
sermon, showing the advantage it would be to the 
soldiers composing them, and to the religion of Rome 
in general, if they would adhere steadily to the French 
interest, and the inconvenience and even inevitable 
damnation it would be to them, if they joined with 
heretics. These sermons, followed by a plentiful sup^ 
ply of brandy to wash down the doctrine, had a powerful 
influence on many of the common soldiers, who went 
off in larger bodies than was expected. After receiving 
the benediction of their bishops> the whole body of 

Q 
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the Irish foot were drawn out on the Clare side of the 
Shannon, to the number of fburteen thousand men. 

The Lords Justices crossed the river to view them, 
and Adjutant-General Witherow was appointed to lay 
before the Irish soldiers and officers the advantages of 
the English service above that of France, and how un- 
natural it was for them to serve in a fcnreign country 
against the real interests of their own. General 
Ginckle's declaration issued on the preceding day, was 
also distributed among these peo{^e, offering such as 
were inclined to rieturn home liberty to do so, with all 
their goods and efibcts, and protection there as long as 
they should live quietly ;*that those officers and soldiers 
willing to serve their Mi^esties should have quarters 
immediately assigned to them, tmd subsistence till the 
pleasure of the King and Queen should be known ; and 
that they should not be obliged to serve in any place 
against their will, nor be constrained to take service in 
Ireland, or to return home if they should not wish to 
4o so, they being at full liberty to choose which side 
they would take ; but that ifthey once went to Prance^ 
they should never expect to return to Ireland. 

The Irish regiments were now ordered to march, 
after having heard the arguments for and against di^ 
gcang to France; those who were inclined to leave 
Ireland advanced forward, while those who were in- 
idined to remMn in it, filed off to a place appointed for 
them* The Royal Regiment, consisting of foupteen 
imndred men went off, with the exception of seven 
men, and this gave General Grinckle great concerti> for 
they were the best regiment in the service o( the kte 
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king. Many other r^mentg and parts of r^moats 
marched forward, in an evi^ liour for tfaemsdves, de* 
daring for the voyage to France. Lord Iveagh's regi- 
ment of Ulster Irish, Colond: Wilson's, about half of 
Lord Louth's, and a great many out of other regiments, 
nrent to the English side ; and Brigadier Clifibrd and 
Cdonel Henry Purcell declared against going td Fra»ee. 
Creneral Ginckle was greatly irritated at the indirect 
means used by the Irish officers to induce their men to 
prefer the French service ; and told them, that if they 
1)roke the articles of Limerick, he would consider him- 
self to be no longer bound to observe them. The Imh, 
who declared for the French service, being mustered, Irad 
provisions and subsistence given to them, and the Lords 
Justices having furnished all that had been necessary 
on their part, returned on the 7th of October to Dublin. 

In the mean time a most unjustifiable step was taken 
to discourage the embarkation of so great a number of 
soldiers for France, as Ginckle saw with regret was 
about to be made ; but with this the Lords Justices 
iiad nothing whatever to do. This attempt was made 
either solely by directions from the General, or by the 
oficiousness of Count Nassau, wIm) would not suffer the 
rwhres and children of the soldiers going to France to 
be 8hii^>ed with the men, calculating that this would 
^kinder many of them from going away. 

Tims was an obvious infraction of the first of the 
military arttdes, and Sarsfield remmiftrated against it. 
^vinckle took time^ however, to consult the Lords 
Justices on this pointy who replied promptly that the 
avticiea oUiged them to ctxojp^ with Sarsfield's de- 
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mand ; and that it was advisable to send away the Irish 
in^ood huaiour, so that their leaders might not have 
an excuse to detain the transport ships in France upon 
breach of the capitulation. 

On the 1 St of November, the first embarkation of the 
Irish troops was made in the Shannon at Limerick^ 
partly on board the French ships lying there, and 
partly in the English transport vessels, at which time 
the English town was entirely evacuated, and Sir David 
Collier appointed governor of the city. 

In sailing down the Shannon, one of the transport 
ships, with a hundred and twenty Irishmen on board, 
was overset amongst the rocks ne^r Moneypoint, on the 
Clare side of the river, and all the Irish drowned, 
although most of the seamen were saved. Monsieur 
D'Uussne endeavoured to have the master of the ship 
tried for his life for this, as if it had been a contrivance 
of his; but it appearing to have been a mere accident, he 
was at length satisfied that it had been so. Some of the 
transport ships which sailed from Limerick returned to 
Cork on the 6th of December, having landed the Irish 
troops at Brest, and on the following week, the re- 
mainder of them arrived in Dublin. They all reported 
the good treatment they had received from the French, 
in furnishing them with necessaries which they much 
wanted ; but said that the Irish troops had not been 
received so well as they expected to have been. On 
their arrival they were welcomed by a letter from King 
James, directed to Lieutenant-General Sheldon, ex- 
pressing his satisfaction of their conduct, and particu- 
larly on their resolution to come and serve him ; and 
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he charged Sheldon to inform thein> that they were to 
serve under his command, and by his commission, and 
that the King of France had already given orders that 
they should be provided with clothes, and furnislied 
with all necessaries, and to give them quarters and 
refreshment. 

But the usage they met with from the king of France 
was by no means satisfactory. The quarters at first 
assigned to them were the lanes and hedges about 
Brest, and not one of them was admitted into that city, 
lifost of the commissioned officers were reduced by 
special orders from the French King, namely, majors- 
generals, to be colonels ; colonels, captains ; majors, 
lieutenants ; captains, ensigns, and other subalterns, to 
be sergeants and private sentinels. 

This treatment on their arrival ^gave them a very 
indifferent relish for the French service, and many of 
them would gladly have returned to Ireland, and offered 
•to pay highly for their passage back to it ; but they 
were prevented, not only by strict guards placed over 
them, but by orders to the owners of the transport 
ships not to take any of them on board on pain of death 
for doing so. They wrote, however, to their friends in 
Ireland an account of this severe usage, which caused 
a great desertion among the yet unembarked trobjps 
under Sarsfield's command at Cork; and the news 
spreading in the country, on tlie 8th of December, and 
a day or two afterwards, three Irish regiments, com- 
manded by Colonels Mac Dermott, Bryaiij and Felix 
0*Neill, which were part of the forces intended for 
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France, abandoned that design, refused to l>e put oit 
board> and returned to the county of Clare, where some 
of them ddivered up their arms tx> Colonel Tettailf 
and retired to their habitations, while the rest, joining 
the English army, were subasted as the other fotees 
were. 

Sarsfield and Waucop, to put a stop to these general 
desertions, hurried the remainder of the troops under 
their command into the trani^rt vessels with great 
haste, and published a declaration^ giving liberty to ag 
many of the Irish soldiers as pleased to transport theit 
families along with themselves* 

Accordingly vast numbers of women and children 
came to the waterside, when Waucop, pretending td 
ship the soldiers in regular or^r, according to their 
lists, the officers employed in embarking them first 
brought all the men on board, and when the boats 
returned for the officers, the women and children 
catching hold of the boats to be carried to the shijv 
were pushed off by the men in them, some wading into 
the water, and losing their hold of the boats» fell off 
and were drowned: those who held fast, had their 
fingers cut off by the savages who repelled them, and 
perished within sight of their husbands, who were uii- 
able to save them. 

Among diose who went to France at thb time wsb 
Daniel O'Brien of Carrigaholt, Viscount Clare* and 
colonel of a regiment of dragoons in the Irish array. 

Before the embarkation of the troops for France wap 
completed, the Lords Justices issued an order for dis- 
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ai^tog the Irish, which, although provoked by the 
audacity of the Rapparees, did not seem to be well- 
consid^ed, nor agreeable to the policy requisite at this 
lUce juncture. Ginckle interposed his advice upon the 
ocpasion, and stated to the government the inconveni- 
ence of taking this step so early, fearing lest any of the 
motive men among the natives, who intended to live 
quietly, might be induced by such an action to join 
those who were about going off to France ; and it was 
pear producing that effect in the ndghbourhood of 
Limerick. The order of the Lords Justices being 
directed to Sir William £ang, Cc^nel Evans, and Captaia 
Oliver, then high sheriff of the county of Limerick, they 
immediately proceeded to the execution of it, which 
threw the country into a flame, and many people de«- 
spairing of being suffered to live quietly at home, went 
to offer themselves to go with the Irish troops to France^ 
Bpt a counter-order being sent to Major-General Tal- 
mash, he put a stop to the execution of the first one, 
and thereby prevented many of the bad consequences 
that must have arisen from the execution of it. 

The surrender of Limerick happened at a favourable 
coi^uncture ; a fleet sent by the King of France to the 
relief of that city, having arrived in the bay of Dingle 
a day or two after the articles had been signed ; which, 
if it had got safe to its destination, might probably have 
protracted the war. It consisted of eighteen ships gf 
war, six fire-ships, and twenty large vessels of burthen ; 
and brought on board between eight and ten thousand 
s^and of arms, two hundred officers, and three thou- 
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•and men, with which they could have reinforced the 
> city. 

General Ginckle, by whose conduct £ind courage the 
final reduction of Ireland was then accomplished, pro- 
ceeded to Dublin, and arriving there on the 3rd of 
November, was received with the hi^est demonstrations 
of public respect and gratitude. On his approach to 
the city he was met and complimented by the nobility, 
ihe judges, and the gentry of the city, and also by 
Colonel Byerly's regiment of horse, by the Prince of 
Hesse's regiment of foot, with the Dublin militia, both 
horse and foot, under arms to receive htm. 

The lord mayor, aldermen, sheriffs, and citizens met 
him in state, with all their formalities. Several pieces 
of cannon were discharged, and all the demonstrations 
of joy which could be made, were exhibited on this 
occasion. 

On the next morning the magistrates of the city 
waited on him, and the recorder made a speech, 
congratulating him on his great success. 

He arrived at Chester on the 7th of December, where 
also he was complimented and entertained by the ma- 
gistrates ; and was received with the same respect in 
ail places through which he passed on his journey to 
London, where he was honoured by the thanks of the 
House of Commons, to him and the officers under his 
command, on the reduction of Ireland. 

On the 4th of March he was created Baron of Augh- 
rim and Earl of Athlone, and he obtained a grant of 
the estates forfeited by Lord Slane and the Earl of 
Limerick. 
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He was magnificently entertained, with the Duke of 
Wirtemberg, Sgravenmore, Ruvigni, and the rest of the 
generals and field officers who had served in the Irish 
war, by Sir Thomas Stamp, Lord Mayor of London 5 
and on the 23rd of March, a proclamation was pub- 
li$hed> declaring the war of Ireland at an end. 

<<C0NC1UUM FUTUfil SX PBATEETTO VBNrr.*' 



Q2 
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No. I. 

ARTICLES OF THB TBEATY. OF LIMERICK. 

Articles agreed upon the third day of October, one thousand 
six hundred and ninety-one, between the Right Honourable Sir 
Charles Porter, Knight, and Thomas Coningsby, Esq., Lords 
Justices of Ireland, and his Excellency the Baron De Ginckle,^ 
Lieutenant- General and Commander-in-Chief of the English 
army, on the one part ; and the Right Honorable Patrick Earl 
of Lucan, Piercy Viscount Galmoy, Colonel Nicholas Purcel, 
Colonel Nicholas Cusack, Sir Toby Butler, Colonel Garret Dillon, 
and Colonel John Brown, on the other part ; in the behalf of the 
Irish inhabitants in the city and county of Limerick, the counties 
of Clare, Kerry, Cork, Sligo, and Mayo. In consideration of 
the surrender of the city of Limerick, and other agreements 
made between the said Lieutenant- General Ginckle, Governor 
of the city of Limerick, and the Generals of the Irish army^ 
bearing date with these presents, for the surrender of the said 
city, and submission of the said army, it is agreed, that, 

L— Thb Roman CathpUcs of thU kii^dom shall eojoy sufili, 
privileges in the exercise of their religion, as are consittent with 
Ike laws of Ireland ; or as tbey did enjoy ii^ the reign of Kkg 
Charles the Second ; and their Mi^esties, as soon as their affiurs 
will permk them to summon a parliament in this kingdom, will 
endeavour to procure the said Roman Catholics such farther 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



348 APPENDIX. 

secnrity in that particular, as may preserve them from any digttip- 
bance upon the accoiint of their said religion. 

II. — All the inhabitants or residents of Limerick, or any other 
garrison now in the possession of the Irish, and all oflScera and 
soldiers now in arms, under any commission of King James, or 
those authorized by him, to grant the same in the several counriea 
of Limerick, Clare, Kerry, Cork, and Mayo, or any of them ; aad 
all the commissioned officers in their Majesties' quarters, that belong 
to the Irish regiments, now in being, that are treated with, and who 
are not prisoners of war, or have taken protection, and who shall 
return and submit to their Majesties* obedience; and their and eveiy 
of their heirs, shall hold, possess, and enjoy, all and every their 
estates of freehold and inheritance ; and all their rights, titles, and 
Interests, privileges and immunities, which they, and every or any 
of them held, enjoyed, or were rightfully and lawfully entitled to in 
the i'eign of King Charles II. or at any time since, by the laws and 
Statutes that were in force in the said reign of King Charles II., obd 
shall be put in possession, by order of the government, of such of 
them as are in the King's hands, or the hands of his tenants, without 
being put to any suit or trouble therein ; and all such estates shall 
bo freed and discharged from all arrears of crown-rents, quit-rents, 
and other public charges, incurred and become due since Michael- 
mas, 1688, to the day of the date hereof: and all persons compre- 
hended in this article, shall have, hold, and enjoy all their goods 
and chattels, real and personal, to them, or any of them belonging, 
and remaining either in their own hands, or the hands of any per- 
sons whatsoever, in trust for, or for the use of them, or any of them: 
and all and every the said persons, of what profession, trade, or 
calling soever they be, shall and may use, exercise, and prac- 
tise their several and respective professions, trades, and callings, as 
freely as they did use, exercise, and enjoy the same in the reSgn of 
fCing Charles II. ; provided* that nothing in this article contained 
be construed to extend to, or restore any forfeiting person now oat 
of the kingdom, except what are hereafter comprised ; proyidtd 
also, that no person wbntsoever shall have or enjoy the benefit -of 
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Ai$ article, that shall neglect or refuse to take the oath of allegitnoe^ 
^made by act of parliament in England, in the first year of the reign 
oftheir present Majesties, when thereunto required. 
I III. — All merchants, or reputed merchants of the city of Lime- 
fick» or of any other ganison now possessed by the Irish, or of iM^y 
town or place in the counties of Clare or Kerry, who are absent be- 
yond the seas, that have not borne arms since their Majesties* decla* 
ration in February, 1688, shall hare the benefit of the seepnd 
article, in the same manner as if they were present; provided such 
flrarchants, and reputed merchants, do repair into this kingdom 
nUhia the space of eight months from the date hereof. 
^ IV. — The following officers, viz. Colonel Simon Lutterel, 
Captain Rowland White, Maurice Eustace of YeriQanstown> 
CJhifevers of Maystown, commonly called Mount-Leinster, now 
hdonging to the regiments in the aforesaid garrisons and quarters 
«f the Irish army, who were beyond the seas, and sent thither upoii 
aAurs of their respective regiments, or the army in general, shall 
have the benefit and advantage of the second article, provided they 
return hither within the space of eight months from the date of 
theses presents, and submit to their Majesties* government, and take 
tiie above-mentioned oath. 

» y.«~That all and singular the said persons comprised in the 
aeooad and third articles, shall have a general pardon of all attain^ 
-derfl^ outlawries, treasons, misprisions of treason, premunires, 
Aslonies, trespasses, and other crimes and misdemeanours whatsoever, 
by them, or any of them, committed since the beginning of the 
reign of King James II., and if any of them are. attainted' by 
parliament, the Lords Justices, and General, will use their best 
wdeavours to. get the same repealed by parliament, and the out- 
lawries to be reversed gratis, all but wrhing-clerks* fees. 

Vi. — And whereas, these present wars have drawn on great 
viol^M^es on both parts ; and that if leave were given to the bringitig 
all sorts of private actions, the animosities would probably continue, 
that have been too long on fobt, and the public disturbances last; 
for the quieting and settling therefore of this fcipgdom, wd avoiding 
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tlMMe incaiifeiiMBoet wUch would be the neoemcy ooii^i|iieaet «f 
tile eontrary, po penea or penoos wfaatioever, compiised m tfat 
foregoing articles, shaU be suedt moleited, or impleaded at tbtfnai 
of any party or parties whatsoever, for any trespassea hy tfiem 
eonmitted, or for any arms, horses, mon^, goods, efaattels» toer* 
chandises, or proTisioos whatsoever, by them seized or tskcn dMsag 
tfaetinoeof thewar. And no person or penons whataoevei^ im thf 
second or third artides comprised, tkaH be sued, impleadsdj^ or 
made aeeomitable for the rents or mean nies of any lands, teoa- 
ments, or houses, by him or them received, or enjoyed in this 
kingdom, since the beginning of the present war, to the day of Ihe 
date hereof, nor for any waste or trespass by him or theei com- 
mitted in any such lands, tenements, or houses: and it iaalsA 
agreed, that this artide diaU be mutual and reciprocal on both adesb 
VII. — Every nobleman and gentleman comprised in the aaU 
second and third articles, shall have liberty to ride with a sanad 
and case of pbtols, if they think fit ; and keep a gun in their heiisea^ 
for the defence of the same, or for fowling. 

VIII. — The inhabitants and residents in the city of Ltmeriek» 
and other garrisons, shall be permitted to remove their goeda^ 
chattels, and provisions, out of the same, without being viewed and 
seardied, or paying any manner of duties, and shall not be cam- 
polled to leave the houses or lodgings they now have, for the. wpmam 
of six weeks next ensuing the date hereof. 

IX. — The oath to be administered to such Roman Cathdies as 
submit to their Majesties' government, shall be the oath abovesaid* 
and no other. 

X. — No person or persons who shall at any time hereafter keak 
these articles, or any of diem, shall thereby make, or cause aagi 
other person or persons to forfeit or lose the benefit of the same- 
XL — The Lords Justices and General do promise to use thdr 
utmost endeavours, that ail the persons ccmiprehended in the ahoir^ 
Hientioned articles, shall be protected and defended firom all anestt 
and executions for dekit or damage, for the ^ace of eight i 
aext enauMAg the date hereof* 
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Xil. Lwd^ the Lords J[ii8tioc8 and Oenend do undeittkc^ thai 
tkeir BfigesCies will ratify^ these artioks within the space of eight 
iiMMiths, or sooner, and use their utmost endea? ours that the same 
shall he ratified and confirmed in parliament 

XIII.— And whereas. Colonel John Brown stood indebted to 
several Protestants, by jodgments of record, which appearing to the 
late goremment, the Lord Tjrrconnel and Lord Lucan, took maj 
the cffinsts the said John Brown had to answer the said debts, and 
promised to clear the said John Brown of the said debts, whiofa 
eiecfts were taken for the public use of the Irish and their armj ; 
for freeing the said Lord Lucan of his said engagement, past oci 
their public account, for payment of the said Protestants, and for 
presenting the ruin of the said John Brown, and for satisiactioB of 
his creditors, at the instance of the Lord. Lucan, and the rest of 
the persons aforesaid, it is agreed, that the said Lords Jimtices, and 
the said Baron De Ginckle, shall intercede with the king and par** 
Uament, to have the estates secured to Roman Catholics, by articlea 
and capitulation m this kingdom, charged with, and equally liaUe 
to,- the payment of so much of the same debts as the said Lord 
Lucan, upon stating accounts with the said John Brown, shaH 
certify under his hand, that the effects taken from the said Brown 
amount unto ; which account is to be stated, and the balanoe certi- 
fied by the said Lord Lucan in one and twenty days after the date 
hereof. 

For the true performance hereof, we have hereunto set our 
hands, 

Chaeles Porter, 
Present, Trob. Conhigbby. 

SCRAYENMORE, BaB. DE GiNCKLK. 

H. Mackay, 
T. Talmash. 

And whereas» the said city of Limerick hath been sinoe, in pur* 
suance of the said articles, surrendered unto us. Now, know y^ 
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that we, having considered of the said articles, are graciously please^ 
hereby to declare, that we do for us, our heirs, and successors, af 
far as in us lies, ratify and confirm the same, and every clause^ 
matter, and thing therein contained. And as to such parts thereof 
for which ah act of parliament shall be found to be necessary, we 
shall recommend the same to be made good by parliament, and 
shall give our royal assent to any bill or bills that shall be passed by 
our two houses of parliament to that purpose. And whereas it 
appears unto us, that it was agreed between the parties to the said 
articles, that after the words Limerick, Clare, Kerry, Cork, Mayo» 
or any of them, in the second of the said articles, the words follow- 
ing, viz : ** And all such as are under their protection in the said 
counties,'* should be inserted, and be part of the said articles, 
which words having been casually omitted by the writer, the 
omission was not discovered till after the said articles were signed, 
but was taken notice of before the second town was surrendered : 
and that our said Justices, and Generator one of them, did promise 
that the said clause should be made good, it being within the inten* 
tion of the capitulation, and inserted in the foul draught thereof*. 
Our further will and pleasure i>, and we do hereby ratify and oohj* 
firm the said omitted words, viz : " And all such as are under their 
protection in the said counties,'* hereby for us, our heirs and sue* 
eessors, ordainhig and declaring, that all and every person and 
persons therein concerned, shall and may have, receive, and enjoj 
tiie benefit thereof, in such and the same manner, as if the said 
words had been inserted in their proper place, in the said secon4 
article ; any omission, defect, or mistake in the said second article, 
in any wise notwithstanding. Provided always, and our will anjl 
pleasure is, that these our letters patent shall be enrolled in our 
Court of Chancery, in our said kingdom of Ireland, within .the 
space of one year next ensuing. In witness, &c., witness ourself at 
Westminster, the twenty-fourth day of February, anno regm r^ 
et reginsD Gulielmi et Mariss quarto per breve de private ligillo. 
Nos autem tenorem premissor. predict Ad requisitionem attomat. 
general, domini regis et dominn reginse pro regno Hibemiau 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



Arp£m>ix. 353. 

DuxImuB ezemplificand. per presentes. Id cujus rei testimonium 
has litems nostras fieri fecimus patentes. Testibus nobis ipsis apud 
Westmon. quinto die Aprifis annoq, regin eorum quarto. 

BRIDGES. 

Ezaminat. f S. Keck, } In Cancel, 

per nos \ Lacon Wm. Childe, 5 Magistros. 



Military Articles agreed upon between the Baron De Ginckle, 
Lieutenant- General and Commander-in-Chief of the English 
army, on the one side ; and the Lieutenant- Generals De Ussoon 
and De Tesse, Commanders-in-Chief of the Irish army, on the 
other ; and the General Officers hereunto subscribing. 

L — That all persons, without any exceptions, of what quality or 
condition soever, that are willing to leave the kingdom of Ireland, 
•hall have free liberty to go to any country beyond the seas, 
(England and Scotland excepted,) where they think fit, with their 
families, household-stuff, plate, and jewels. 

II. — That all general officers, colonels, and generally all other 
officers of horse, dragoons, and foot-guards, troopers, dragooners, 
soldiers of all kinds that are in any garrison, plaoe, or post, now in 
the hands of the Irish, or encamped in the counties of Cork, Clare, 
and Kerry, as also those called Rapparees, or volunteers, that are 
willing to go beyond seas as aforesaid, shall have free leave to 
embark themselves wherever the ships are that are appointed to 
transport them, and to come in whole bodies as they are now com- 
posed, or in parties, companies, or otherwise, without having way 
impediment, directly or indirectly. 

1 1 1. — That all persons above-mentioned, that are willing to leave 
Ireland and go into France, shall have leave to declare it at the 
times and places hereafter mentioned* viz : the troops in Limerid^ 
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OQ Toeidaj next iii Limeriek ; the hone at their camp on Wed- 
aesday, and the other forces that are dispersed in the countiee of 
Clare» Kerry, and Cork, on the 8th instant, and on none other, 
before Monsieur Tameron, the French intendant, and Colonel 
Withers ; and after such declaration is made, the troops that will 
go into FVance must remain under the command and discipline of 
their officers that are to conduct them thither ; and deserters of 
each side shall be given up, and punished accordingly. 

IV. — That all English and Scotch officers that serve now in 
Ireland, shall be included in this capitulation, as well for the security 
of their estates and goods in England, Scotland, and Ireland, (if 
they are willing to remain here,) as for passing freely into France, 
or any other country to serve. 

V. — That all the general French officers, the intendant, the 
engineers, the commissaries at war, and of the artillery, the trea- 
surer, and other French officers, strangers, and all others whatso- 
ever, that are in Sligo, Ross, Clare, or in the army, or that do 
trade or commerce, or are otherways employed in any kind of 
station or condttion» diall have free leare to pass into France, or 
any other eountry, and shaU have leave to ^p themselves, willl 
all their horses, equipage, plate, papers, and all their effisctt what«- 
ever : and that Greneral Ginckle will order passports for thens 
convoys, and carriages by land and water, to carry them safe from 
Limeriek to the ships where they shall be embarked, witheot 
paying any thing for the said carriages, or to those that are ei»- 
ployed diereioj with their horses, cars, boats, and shallops. 

VI. — That if any of the aforesaid equipages, merchandia% 
horseS) money, plate, or other moveables, or household-stuff be- 
longing to the said Irish troops, or to the Frendi offictrs, or otlMT 
particular persons whatsoever, be robbed, destroyed, or taken aiii^ 
by the troops of the said general, the said generiA wSI Older then to 
be restored, or payment to be made according to the value that is 
given in upon oath by the person so robbed or fdundertd t aad the 
said Irish troops to be transported as aforesaid ; and all othei p0»» 
tons, belonging to them, are to obserre goed order in their ] 
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and quarters, and shall rMtore whatever they ahali take from the 
dMiiiliy« or make restitution for the same. 

YiL^Tfaat to facilitate the tmnsportitig the Baid troops, the 
general wifl Aimisb fifty ships, each ship's burthen two hundred 
tons ; for which, the persons to be transported shall not be obKged 
^.pay, and twei^ more, if there shall be oocasion, without thdr 
paying for them ; and if any of the said ^ps shall be of lesser 
burthen, he will furnish more in number to eountervail ; and also 
give two men of war to embark the principal officers, and serve for 
a convoy to the vessels of burthen. 

yiII,-»That a commissary shall be immediately sent to Cork to 
visit the transport ships, and what condition they are in for sailing: 
and that, as soon as they are ready, the tro<^ to be tran^MMrted 
shall march vnth all convenient speed, the nearest vray, in order to 
emharik there: and if there shMl be any more men to be trans- 
ported than can be cilnried off in the said fifty ships, the rest shall 
^t the English town of limerick, and march to sudi quarters as 
dwU be appointed for them, eoaveaiebt for their transportation, 
where they shall remain tfll the other twenty ships be ready, which 
are to be in a month ; and may embark on any fVench ship that 
may come in the mean time. 

IX. — That the said ^ips shaU be fomished with forage for 
horse, and all necessary provisions to subsist the officers, troops, 
dragoons, and soldiers, and all other persons that are shipped to be 
transported into France ; which proviaons shall be paid for as soon 
as all are disembarioed at Brest or Nantz. upon the coast of Brit- 
tany, (Mr any othor port of France they can make. 

Xi— -And to secure the return of the said ships (the danger of 
the seas excepted) and payment for the said provisions, sufficient 
hostages shaU be given. 

XL — That the garrisons of Clare-castle^ Ross, and all other 
fed that are in garrisons in the connties of Qare, Corky and 
Kerry* shall have the advantage of this present capitulation ; and 
Bsrah part of those garrisons as deaga to go beyond the seas, shsU 
march out with their arms, baggage, drums beating, ball in moutb. 
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match lighted at hoth enda» and colours flying, with dl the provi* 
eions, and half the ammunition that is in the said gairisonsy and joia 
the hone that march to be transported ; or if then there b not 
shipping enough for the body of foot that is to be next transported 
after the horse, General Ginckle will order that they be furntshe4 
with carnages for that purpose, and what provisions they shall wanl 
in their march, they paying for the said provisions, or else that they 
may take it out of their own magazines. 

XII. — That all the troops of horse and dragoons that are in the 
eounties of Cork, Kerry, and Clare, shall also have the benefit of 
this capitulation ; and that such as will pass into France, shall have 
4|uarters given them in the counties of Clare and Kerry, apart 
.from the troops, that are commanded by General Ginckle, until 
they can be shipped $ and within their quarters they shall pay for 
every thing, except forage and pasture for their horses, which shall 
be furnished gratis. 

XIII« — Those, of the garrison of Sligo that are joined to the 
Irish army, shall have the benefit of this capitulation ; and orden 
shall be sent to them that are to convey them up, to bring them 
hither to Limerick the shortest way. 

Xiy. — The Irish may have liberty to transport nine hundred hoCBe, 
including horses for the officers, which shall be transported gratis; 
and as for the troopers that stay behind, they shall dispose of tbetfo* 
selves as they shall think fit, giving up their horses and arms to 
such persons as the general shall appoint. 

XV. — It shall be permitted to those that are appointed to take 
eare for the subsistence of the horse that are willing to go into 
". France, to buy hay and com at the king*s rates, wherever (hey can 
find it, in the quarters that are assigned for them, without any Wt 
or molestation, and to carry all necessary provisions out of the city 
of Limerick; and for this purpose the general will fumifh conve- 
nient carriages for them to the places where they shall be embarked. 

XVL-^lt shall be lawful to make use of the hay preserved kt 
the stores of the county of Kerry, lor the horses that shall be em- 
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badrad ; and if there be not enough, it shall be lawftil to buy hay 
md oats wherever it shall be found, at the king's rates. 

XVII.— That all prinoners of war, that were in Ireland the 
fiSth of Sept^ember, shall be set at liberty on both sides: and the 
general promises to use his endeavours, that those that are in 
England and Flanders shall be set at liberty also. 

XVIII.*— The general will cause provisions and medicines to 
be furnished to the sick and wounded officers, troopers, dragoons, 
and soldiers of the Irish army that cannot pass into France at the 
fifst embarkment ; and after they are cured, will order them ships 
to pass into France, if they are willing to go. 

XIX.— That at the signing hereof, the general will send a ship 
express to France : and that be^-ides, he will furnish two small 
ships of those that are now in the river of Limerick, to transport 
two persons into France that are to be sent to give notice of this 
treaty ; and that the commanders of the said ships shall have orders 
to put ashore at the next port of France, where they shall make. 

XX. — That all those of the said troops^ officers, and others, 
of what character soever, that would pass into France, shall not 
be stopped upon the account of debt, or any other pretext. 

XXI. — If after signing this present treaty, and before the arrival 
of the fleet, a French packet-boat, or other transport ship, sb^l 
arrive from France in any other part of Ireland, the general will 
order a passport, not only for such as must go on board the said 
ships, but to the ships to come to the nearest port to the place 
where the troops to be transported shall be quartered. 

XXIL— .That after the arrival of the said fleet, there shall be 
free eommuhication and passage between it and the quarters of the 
above said troops : and especially, for all those that have passes froin 
the chief commanders of the said fleet, or from Monsieur Taraeron, 
the intendant. 

XXIII. — In consideration of the present capitulation, the two, 
towns of Limerick shall be delivered and put into the hands of th^ 
general, or any other person he shall appoint, at the time and day^ 
hereafter ^ecified, vix. : the Irish town, except the magazines and 
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ho8{>ital, on the day of the sigRing of theie prMcnt artieled ; tad 
as for the English town, it shall reinaio, together with A»khm6t 
and the free passi^ of Thomond*bridge« in the hands of thoafe of 
the Irish army that are now in the garrison, or that ^lall hereafter 
come from the counties of Cork, Clare, Kerry, SUgo, and other 
places above nientioned> until there shall be eoBrenience found for 
their transportation. 

XXI V.*~And to prevent all disorders that may happen between 
the gi^Tison, that the general shidl place in the Irish town, which 
ahall be delivered to. him, the Irish troopers that shall remain 
in the English town and the island, which they may do, until the 
troops to be embarked on the first fifty ships shall be gone for 
France, and no longer; they shall entrench tbemselves on both tide% 
to hinder the communication of the said garrisons : aad k AsXthe 
prohibited on both sides to offer any thing that is offensive ; add 
|he parties ofending shall be punished on either aide. 

XX V.^That it shall be lawful for ^ said garrison to mardi 
out all at once, or at different times, as they can be embarked, with 
arms, baggage, drums beating, match lighted at both ends, ballet 
in mouth, colours flying, six brass guns, such as the besieged wiH 
choose,, two mortar pieces, and half the ammunitimi that is now in 
Ihe magazines of the said place : and for this purpose, an inventory 
of aU the amnranitioQ in the garrison shall be made in the presence 
•of any person that the general shall appoint, the next day after 
these present articles shall be signed. 

XXVI. — All the magaaioesof provisions shall remain im die 
liands of those that are now employed to take eare of the aame, for 
thesubsisteaee of those of the Irish array that will pass into France : 
and if there shall not be sufBcient in the stores* for the mppoit at 
the said troops, whilst they stay in thia kingdom, and aie ciesoing 
the seas, that upon giving up an account of their numbers* the ffti- 
neral #ill fomish them with suftdentprovisioDS at tl^e kii^s ntfes ; 
and that there shall be a ftee market at Limerick, and ether fnan- 
ters, where the said troops shall be ; andia case a«y provisioBsMI 
remaia in the magaasinet of limerick when the town shall he givea 
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up, it shall be valued, and the price deducted out of iiliat is to be 
paid for the provisions to be famished to the troops on ship-board. 
XXVII. — That there shall be a cessation of arms at land, as 
also at 8ea» with respect to the ships, whether English, Dutch, or 
French, designed for the transportation of the said troops, until 
they shall be returned to their respective harbours ; and that, on 
both sides, they shall be furnished with sufficient passports both 
for ships and men : and if any sea-commander, or captain of a 
ship, or any officer, trooper, dragoon, soldier, or any other person, 
^all act contrary to this cessation, the persons so acting shall be 
punished on either side^ and satisfaction shall be made for the 
wrong that is done ; and officers shall be sent to the mouth of the 
river of Limerick, to give notice to the commanders of the English 
and French fleets of the present conjuncture, that they may observe 
the cessation of arms accordingly. 

XX VI 11. — That for the security of the execution of this present 
capitulation, and of each article therein contained, the besieged 
shall give tlie following hostages. * * • * And the general 
shall give ♦ • » • 

XXIX.-— If before this capitulation is fully executed, there 
happens any change in the government, or command of the army, 
which is DOW commanded by General Ginckle, all those that shall 
be appointed to command the same, shall be obliged to observe and 
execute what is specified in these articles^ or cause it to be executed 
fMinctuaHy, and shall not act contrary on any account. 

October 19. 

BARON DB GINCKLE. 
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No. IL 

ON COLONEL GRACE, WHO DIED IN THE DEFENCE 
OP ATHLONE, INf,1691. 

This inscription is consecrated to Colonel Richard Grace, of 
Moyally Castle, in the King's County, a younger son of Robert 
Grace, Baron of Courtstown, in the county of Kilkenny ; a man 
who reflected on ancient birth the splendour of illustrious character; 
and who, opening his way, by the efficacy of talents and virtues, to 
the confidence of princes, approved himself true, under every 
revolution of fortune, to the trust which they reposed in him; and 
magnanimously faithful to the cause which was sanctioned by the 
decision of his heart. The friend of Strafford and of Ormonde> 
he conciliated the personal favour of his Sovereign, Charles I.^ 
and he fought by the side of that unfortunate monarch till the 
surrender of Oxford, in 1646, announcing that any further support 
of his royal master in England was altogether hopeless. He trans- 
ferred his unconquerable loyalty to Ireland, where the contest was still 
living and vigorous. On this new scene of action he distinguished 
himself at the head of very inferior forces, against the armies of the 
republic ; and he gloried in being the last leader of his par^y vko 
submitted to their irresistible power. The conditions on which he 
capitulated bore testimony to his consequence as an adversary ; 
and, retiring from the war with twelve hundred of his faithful 
followers, be maintained an air of dignity in his defeat. In Spain , 
the country to which he first removed with his attached band, he 
displayed to the eyes of for^^ers that chivalrous valour, and that 
high soul of honour which had renowned him in his native land ; 
and he was every where acknowledged to be the same Richard Grace 
who had struggled so long and so fearlessly against the formidable and 
fortunate Cromwell, whose sceptre compelled the homage of 
Europe. On the restoration of the monarchy, he accompanied the 
royal family to England, as chamberlain to the Duke of York $ 
and when Ireland was again steeped in blood, by the contest 
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between the king of his fealty, James II., and William, the elected 
SoYereign of Britain. Colonel Grace, under the influence of his 
loyalty, hurried instantly to the conflict ; and, replacing the helmet 
on bis hoary head, he discovered all his juvenile ardour in battle, 
and all that contempt of fortune and of life, as light in the ba- 
lance with duty, which he had manifested in the prid6 of his ag^. 
In this war, as in that against the republic, his high destiny ap- 
pointed him to be among the last who yielded to the victors, and he 
"yielded only with his life. While he survived, Athlone, which had 
been confided to his government, was impregnable, however power- 
fully assailed. When he fell, it was immediately lost ; and with it, 
one of the last hopes of sovereignty to James. For valour and 
fidelity we must look to the example of Colonel Richard Grace ; 
for success and fortune, to the history of others. But he died glo- 
riously, and the termination of his life consummated its renown. 
He was buried in Athlone, where he fell, on the 20th day of 
June, in the year 1691, and honour sits enthroned upon his tomb. 



No. III. 

DieCOVBBY AND RE-INTERMENT OP THE REMAINS OF 
THE REV. GEORGE WALKER, RECTOR OF DONOUGH- 
MORE, AND GOVERNOR OF LONDONDERRY. 

« Thrice honoured shade of Walker wise. 

To Derry's cause so true. 
Oh 1 could you (Vom the starry skies 

Our sad condition view:— 
How would your wounded q>irit feel. 

The dark day to bdiold, 
When all our fathers won by steel* 

Their sons betrayed for gold.**— Graham. 

On Tuesday, the 16th of October, 1838, the Church of Do- 

soughmore, at Castle Caulfield, being in process of repair by the 

Bcclesiaatical Commissioners, it was found necessary to lower and 

Ittvel the floor of it. 

R 
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la that part of die diancel, immedEitfelj under the I 
of GoTernor Walker, tke workmen discovered a fcdUsized oak eoffift, 
«oiiUioMig the rematni of his 'widow, who, in 1703, caiood his 
. bonet to be brought there from the banks of the Bc^e, wbepe Ms 
body had been intened, and had lain £ar thirteen years. They 
were this day found in a small oak box, in whidi this " widow, in- 
deed,** full of &e endearing recollections of happier days, had de- 
posited them. 

This worthy lady was tiie mother of four sons of the renowned 
Walker, who, at his death, were serving in King William's army, 
and each of whom, in justice to their immortal father's serfioes and 
their own, ought to have inherited one of the fbrfeked estalet. 
John Walker, the eldest son, on a petition to the House of Com- 
mons, obtained a pension of two hundred pounds a year, which fae 
enjoyed until the beginning of the reign of George the Inrst, when 
he was deprived of it by the parsimony of the triumphant Whigs. 
.Of the other sons there is no record, save that die daughter of 
one of them was the grandmother of the late Mrs. Caldbeck, of 
Lisburn. 

The Walkers were a Yorkshire family. The father of the Go- 
vernor of Derry was the Rev. George Walker, sen.. Rector of 
Cappagh, County Tyrone, the friend and confidential adviser of 
-Dr. Bra^mhall, Bishop of Derry, when this prelate was nobly using 
his private means and public influence in regaining the alienated 
property of the Church of Ireland, and purchasing the advowsons 
of the impropriated rectories, which he added to the vicarages 
throughout the diocese. He sent his son and namesake to Glas- 
gow College for education ; and on the young man's return, soon 
after the restoration of King Charles the Seccmd, he was presented 
to the rectories of Dbnoughmore and Errigal Keerogue, in the 
county of Tyrone. Walker was in the sear and yellow leaf of life 
when he went to Derry, in 1689, being then, according to credible 
tradition, 71 years of age. His sister Anne married WtHiam Max* 
well, Esq., of Falkland, High Sheriff of the county of Monaghao, 
in the year 1691, and who was great grandfather of the ] 
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-representative of his renowned ai»eestor-~tlie Rev. Thomas Carpen- 
daley'Pector of Donougfamore. 

Mr. Carpesdale, wi^ Edward Evans, Esq., son of the Rev. 
Cieorge Evans, who bad been upwards of thirty years rector of 
Donongfamore, Alexander Maekeneie, Esq., and a few others, na- 
turally regardful of the remaiia of this great and good man, caused 
ikem to be taken camfully from the decayed box in which they weie 
found, and patting them, and those of his widow, into smaller 
boxes, enclosed both with .suttable inscriptions in a leaden coffin, 
which, being laid in one of deal plank, was solemnly deposited in 
the heroes grave, by his reverend descendant and successor, assisted 
by the Bav. John Graham, Author of the History of the Siege of 
Deny, and also by one of the oddest Apprentice Boys of the 
SMiiden city. 

In the case with Governor Walker's remains was placed a flint 
glass bottle, hermetically sealed, containing the following writing 
on parchment : 

** Be it recorded, that whilst this church was undergoing repair, 
in the year 1638, search was made beneath the monument of the 
Rev. George Walker, immediately opposite to the communion- 
table, at the eastern end of the church, and south side of the aisle, 
to ascertain whether his bones were deposited there, agreeable to the 
inscription on the monument, erected by his widow in the year 1708. 

" We, whose names are hereunto subscribed, having assembled 
in said church, on Tuesday the 16th of October, 1838, and having 
made search immediately beneath said monument, fixed in the 
wall, have found, in a full-sized oak coffin, tbe remains of his 
widow, and in a small oaken case adjoining were deposited 
bones which had not the appearance of regular interment in a coffin, 
but corresponding with the words of the monument, * Ossa recon- 
duntur,' &e. &C 

•* Now, to testify our veneration and respect for the memory of 
the illustrious Walker, we herein carefully replace the bones, and 
restore them in their former position, together with this record. 

"THOMAS CARPENDALE, Recttir of the Parish of 

D«mouiifain(»re. 
" ROBERT I- RASER, Curate of said Pariah. 
•* ED WARD. EVANS, of Dungannoii, Esq. son of fhe 

R«v. G(>urae Ei'Aus, formerly Rector of said Paruh. 
" EDWARD T:V ANS, jun. Esq. of Armagb, son of the 

said EUvasd. 
" HENRY POLE, Esq. J.P .Dungannon." 
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Previous to the re-interment of the bonet , a cast was tahea 9t 
the skull, which was perfectly sound, and in which the wfgm of 
intelligenoe and firmness were remarkably developed. 

Walker afforded an instance of the value of a classical educatioti 
and habits of literary composition to a military man ; proving 
that the hero, capable of recording actions in which he has been 
concerned, with modesty and without exaggeration, is more likdy 
to get full credit for his own merits, than the illiterate warrior, who 
requires another man's pen to do justice to him. 

The following extract from the Preface to the *' History of ihe 
Siege of Londonderry** may not be unsuitable in this place i 

** The applause which immediately followed the publication of 
Walker*s Diary in London was unbounded. The heroic author 
basked in a sunshine of royal and popular favour, seldom beaming 
on the head of any one man at the same time, however great his 
worth or important his services. King William's munificent bounty 
to him, was a matter of policy as well as gratitude, scarce less 
beneficial to the giver than to the receiver of it The Whigs, who 
were even then ready enough to be troublesome to their deliverer, 
and soon afterwards made him weary of bis crown and his life 
together, hailed it as an act which reflected equal honour upon both ; 
and the celebrated Tillotson, afterwards Archbishop of Canterbury, 
thus re-echoed the voice of the public upon Walker's promotion to 
the See of Derry, in his letter to Lady Russell, of the 19li^ of 
September, 1689 : 

« * The king, besides his first bounty to Mr, Walker (£d,000)» 
whose modesty is equal to his merit, hath made him Bishop of 
Londonderry, one of the best Bishoprics in Ireland. It is incredi* 
ble how much every body is pleased with what his Majesty hath 
done in this matter, and it is no small joy to me to see that GoJ> 
directs him so wisely.* 

•* On the 19th of November, in the same year, he received .the 
thanks of the House of Commons; and on the 26th of February 
following, the University of Oxford, with that regard to the Pro* 
testant interest which still characterixes it, conferred upon him the 
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honorary degree of Doctor of DiTiaity. Sir GodfVey Kneller, at 
the Kfa)g*s command, drew his picture ; and copper-plates struck 
off from it were dispersed through the three kingdoms. In some 
of the prmts he is drawn with a Bible open, at the 20(h chapter 
of' firxodus, in one hand, and a drawn sword in the other. His 
garment of a purple colour, and a large old-fashioned band, form 
a* strong contrast to the military sash, appearing in crimson folds 
about his waist. A copy of this curious print hung for half a cen- 
tury over the parlour fire-place of a tavern in Londonderry.** 

' Another copy, said to be a more correct likeness, is in possession 
of his descendant, William Caldbeck, Esq., of Lisbum, Sub- Sheriff 
of the county of Down. 



No. IV. 

DAVn> CAinNES, ESQ., LIEUTENANT COLONEL OP 

Murray's regiment op horse at the defence 
of londonderry, in 1689. 

** Fortes creantur fortibui et bonif : 
Est in juvencis, est in equis patrum 
Vto : neo imbellem feroces t 

Progeneraot aquiUe columtiam.**— Horacb. 

Tlie family of this distinguished gentleman, who was one of the 
earliest and most active defenders of Londonderry in 1689, had 
been lOng settled honourably in the province of Ulster, the elder 
branch of it holding a baronetcy, with considerable estates in the 
county of Monaghan. On the death of Sir Alexander Caimes, 
member of parliament for the town of Monaghan, the baronetcy 
became extinct, and, for want of male issue, his estates all devolved 
on his only daughter, a most accomplished lady, who was educated 
in the family of the great Duke of Marlborough, and treated by the 
Duchess as one of her own daughters. Some very interesting par- 
tftulars respecting her may be found in Cox's life of John Duke of 
Marlborough. In the year 1732 this lady was married to Cadwal- 
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lader, seyenth Lord Blaney, and be dying without issae bjher, die 
in two years afterwards married the Hononrable Colonel John Mur- 
ray, by whom she had tour daughters, who inherited her eitates. 
The eldest of these (Frances) was married to die Right Honour- 
able William Fortescue, Earl of Clermont; the second (Elizabeth) 
to the Right Hon. General Robert Cunningham, member of par- 
liament for Monaghan ; the third (Anne) to &e Right Hon. 
Theophilus Jones; and die fourth (Harriet) to Henry Wefllenra, 
Esq. Of a collateral branch of this family was David Caimes of 
Knockmany, in the county of Tyrone, Esq., one of the most 
distinguished defenders of Londonderry, of whom Lieutenant- 
Colonel John Elliot Caimes, of Portstewart, is the descendant and 
representative. 

The remains of this defender of the maiden city were interred in 
the Cathedral church-yard of Derry, under a plain tombstone, of 
which the only part of the inscription which remained on it in 1822, 
before it was removed from the grave, on the building of the new 
Sessions- House, and thrown behind the gate of the back entrance 
into Bishop-street were a few sentences, of which the following are 
a copy : — 

*< Hereunder was interred the body of David Caimes, Esq., 
Counsellor at Law, generally known and regarded for the many 
and great services done by him for the city of Londonderry, and 
its preservation and safety when in the utmost danger, which proved 
so conducive to that grand revolution which we had in these king- 
doms in 1688 and 1689, with many sore wounds and hazard of his 
life. He was much beloved, living and dying, for the many good 
qualities and parts he was evidently Uessed with, as appeared on 
many occasions. He was also for thirty years*' 

Here the inscription terminates, the rest of the stone having been 
broken off and lost ; but tradition supplies the remainder of what it 
has recorded. He was for thirty years representative of the 
city of Londonderry in the Irish House of Commons, and during- 
that period filled the office of Recorder to the Corporation. The 
remains of his compatriots, MieheH>ume and Murray,have been latelj 
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honoured by the erection of splendid monuments over tbem in 
the church-yard of Glendermot, at the expense of the Irish Society 
of London ; and it has been a matter of surprise and regret that 
the remains of Colonel David Cairnes should have been so long 
neglected, although his name appears, in letters of gold, on the 
tablet affixed to the Walker testimonial on the ramparts of Derry. 

Colonel David Cairnes was maternal ancestor of William Hen- 
derson, Esq., late of Castletown, in the county of Tyrone, and of 
the Rev. Joseph Henderson Singer, Fellow of Trinity College, 
Dublin. By the female line the Right Honorable Lord Kossmore 
became possessed of large estates in the county Monaghan, inherited 
by him from his venerable parent, the late Baroness, heiress to Sir 
Alexander Cairnes, and the seventh Lady Blayney, 

During the Rebellion in 1798, Lord Kossmore rendered 
important service to the state, by taking the first military survey 
of the Shannon between Athlone and Portumna bridge* He was 
engaged in the defeating of the Vinegar-hill army of rebels, and 
driving it back from its position there. With the king's army he 
cleared Ferns and the Bishop's Palace there of the rebels, who 
had taken possession of both, overawed Wexford, relieved General 
Loflus, who had been nearly surrounded near Ferns, interposed the 
division under his lordship's command between the Gorey army of 
rebels and the city of Dublin, thus interrupting the combined 
movement of the two great Wexford armies on the metropolis, 
which they had intended to make for the purpose of burning it, or 
becoming masters of it He thus chained them both to their 
positionis, until Generals Lake and Needham came up with the 
king's army, and dislodged them, which finished the rebellion. 

Lord Rossmore afterwards drove Holt from Roundwood, on the 
eastern side of the Wicklow mountains, until the outlaw found it 
prudent to surrender. By all these movements and successes, he 
inspired the British troops with confidence, who had been dispirited, 
and were falling back and giving up their posts after the defeat and 
death of Colonel Walpole and Major Lombard of the North Cork 
militia. (See Gordon*s History of the Rebellion of 179Q.) By 
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tniniog the Yeomanry Brigade of Monaghan of 3000 men to chain, 
order, and guerilla senrice, Lord Ronmore contributed much to 
the safety of the country at this awful crisis ; so that if his ancestor, 
David Caimes, rendered services worthy of remembrance in 1688 
and 1689 — ^the same may be said of his noble descendant in 1798 
and 1799. 



DUKE SCHOMBERG. 

Op the 10th of July* 1 690, the remains of the Duke Schom« 
berg, which had been brought from the Boyne immediately after 
he was killed there, were deposited under the altar of St. Patricks 
Cathedral in Dublin. 

His relatives having declined to erect a monument in honour of 
him, Dean Swift undertook the task, and built one, on which he 
had the following words inscribed : — 

<< Hie infra situm est corpus Frederic! Ducis de Schomberg, ad 
Bubindam occisi, A. D., 1690. Decanus et capitulum maximopere, 
etiam atque, etiam petierunt, ut heredes ducis monumentum in me* 
moriam parentis erigendum curarent. Sed postquam per epistolas, 
per amicos, diu ac ssepe orando nil profecere ; hunc deroum lapi- 
dem statuerunt ; saltem ut scias, hospes, ubinam terrarum Schom- 
bergenses cineres delitescunt Plus potuit fama virtutis apud 
alienos, quam sanguinis proximatas apud sues, a.d., 1731.** 
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ABBKTLODoe, 8 curious document 

there, 39 
Ardee, King James retires Arom, 151 
ArmXt the Irish, retires behind the 

Shannon, 253 
Articles, infraction of one of tho^e by 

Count Nassau at Limerick, 334 
Articles of Limerick, Appendix No. I. 

347 
Assasslnntiun of King William plotted. 

Assises, bloody, at Taunton, 851 

of Wexford, Judge Keatlng's 

speech, 11 
Athlone head-ouarters of James's army 
after relier of Londonderry, € 
•M.. stormed and taken, 280 
Aughrim, battle of, 283 
•««^ battle of, an historical drama, 
quoted, 265 
AuTerquerque, lord, with m^ior- gene- 
ral Scravenmore and the Duxe of 
Ormond, march into UuMin, foL. 
lowed by the Blue Guards, 191 

Babinotow, colond, his march firom 

Athlone towards Dublin, 279 
Banagher surrendered, 313 
Ballyraore, si^e of, starvation there, 

246 
,,«M surrendered, 26 
.«^ reduced, 249 
Ballythannon, reports from it of Sars- 

field's retreating to Sligo, ffJ 
Barclay, the Rev. Mr., his security for 

the tithes of his land claimed by 

the Romish priest cf his parish, 16 
Battle of the Boyne, eight or nine 

accounts of it published, 150 
Berwick, the duke of, ordered to 

atUck Enniskillen after the relief 

of Londonderry, 1 
-v^ bis horse shot under him at 

Oavan, 117 
«««Mi bums the earl of Orrery's house 

at CharleviUe, after having dined 

init,233 



Birr, the Irish encamped amongbogs 
and other fastnesses there,227 

Blockade, si^e of Limerick turned 
into onel^ General Ginckle,S26 

Bourke, Captain Midiael, surrenders 
the fort of Duncannon, 273 

Bolleau, bis tyrannical and avaricious 
conduct when governor <tfC<vk, 43 

Burial in back yards a practice in Derry 
during the siege oi that dty and 
afterwards, 75 

Brandy used as an auxiliary to Sars. 
field's exhortations to the Irish 
soldiers, indudug them to migrate 
to France, 337 

Brass and pewter money forced on 
Protestants, while they were ob- 
liged to pay goM or silver for all 
they had occasion to buy, 54 

Brass monev cried down, 197 

Breach made in the walls of Limerick. 
232 

Briet issued by the English bishops for 
the relief of the Irish clergy who 
had fled firom their countiy to 
avcrfd persecution, 61 

Bridge of Athlone, atUck on it, 253 

Cairnbs, David, representative of 
Derry, and recorder of it, with a 
committee of the Irish House of 
Commons, make a report of the 
services of George Walker, on 
which a pennon is granted to the 
governors eldest son, 83 

CalUmote, brigadier-general, killed, 175 
««^ colonel, posted with his r^i. 
ment on the Blackwater near Char, 
lemont, 121 

Cambridge University confers the de. 
grec of Doctor of Divinity on the 
Rev. George Walker, 90 

Cannon, Colonel, retires into the island 
of Mull, and thence to Ireland, 124 

Cannon, &c. lost by the Irish at Augh. 
rim, 389 

Carney, Sir Charles, burnt Newtown. 
Umavady, 3 
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Carrickfergus garrisoned by Irish 
troop8«7 
..^^ si^e of, 91 

Castle of Dublin seized for King Wil. 
liam, by Ch plain Fitzgerald, 182 

Castle at Aughrim taken, 389 

Castle Conuell and Carrick.o.GunneII 
taken and blown up by King WiU 
Ham's army, 326 

Castlecaufield, the rear of the Irish 
army pass by it, in their retreat 
from Derry, 68 

Castlefin, the Duke of Berwick's head 
quarters in August, 1689, 2 

Cattle, droves of, belonging to Pro- 
testants, plundered nrom them in 
the districts round Derry, on pre. 
tence that they belonged to the 
enemy, 30 

Cavan, louteorLhe liiaii liitit, il') 

Caveiiagh, a papist, proves tiiat the 
priests of each parish gave orders 
to their hearers to get half pii^es 
ami skeins, hi 

Cavalry much wanted at Derry, to 
protect the Protestants ot' the 
surrounding districts, 76 

Charlemont, strong garrisons left there 
after the relief of Derry, 3 
«^^ surrencjer of, \:yz 

Charleville,the Earl of Orrery's house 
there burned, 2117 

Chester, Cartwright, bishop of; his 
unprincipled conduct and mise- 
rable death, a warning for faith- 
less bishops, 8 
-«-» General Ginckle arrives tlicre, 
344 

Churches taken from the Protestant 
elergy, 17 

Clare, Viscount, of Carragaholt, em- 
barks from Limerick for Cork, 
342 

Clanrickard takes possession of Galway 
as governor of it. The joyful re- 
ception by the members of the 
church of Rome there, 48 

Clancy, an Irish gentleman ; his ad. 
vocacy of the Romish priests at 
"Wicklow, 13 

Qergy, an English act of parliament 
lor the relief of those who fled 
firom persecution in Ireland, 27 
•^^^ of the Established Church 
nearly ruined, 13 

Clergyman, an interesting volume 
written by one who fled from per- 
secution into England in 1689, 71 

Coleraine, Sir Charles Carney attempts 
to put it in a state of defence lor 
King James, 3 

Collier, Sir David, appointed governor 
of limerick, 340 

Commons.thanksof the English house 
of; to Ueneral Ginckle, 344 



Commons, English, their remonstran- 
ces against Schomberg's tardf 
movements, 105 

Conyngsby, Lord; his love.letter to 
the Dowager Duchess of Marl- 
borough, 307 

Conspiracy in Schomberg's camp near 
Dundalk, 105 

Cork, the plunder of that city pre- 
vented by the Earl of HarL 
borough, 234 
..vM all the churches in the city 

Shut up, 19 
«^«^ surrendered to the Duke of 
Marlborough and King William's 
army, 233 

Cox, Sir Richard ; his narrative of the 
siege of Cork, 230 

Danks, a regiment ef them arrive 

at Belfast from Whitehaven, 119 
Danish soldiers ; three of them under 
sentence of death cross the Shan, 
non by a ford at Athlonc, 268 
Davis, letter of Johii, Esq. to Colonel 
Michelburne, i^ter the battle of 
Aughrim, 387 
Declaration, a merciful one issued by 

General Ginckle, 308 
Denmark, the Prince of, crosses the 
Boyne with King William, 166 
...^ Prince George of, lands with 
King William at Carrickfergus, 127 
Desertions from the Irish army, 253 
Dingle, French fleet in the bay of, 313 
Douglas, Lieutenant-general, an illite- 
rate man, 204 
..««. liift curious letter to the Earl 

of Portland, 205 
..«« his ignominioiis march from 

Athlone to Tippcrarv, 207 
M«~ gives King William an in- 
different account of his expedition 
to Athlone, h^ army plundering^ 
and murdering unprotected per- 
sons on his march from Finglass 
to Athlone, 273 
„^^^ his character, 275 
.^^ his loss before Athlone, 276 
.^.^ he retires from Athlone, 277 
Dover, Lord, his case, 2'Jl 

at Waterford, 272 

Drogheda surrendered, 190 
Dublin, the Protestants of, their mise- 
rable condition, oppressed chiefly 
by the French soldiers, 51 
..»«. the persecuted Protestants fly 
to it for refuge from many parts 
of Leinster and Munster, 59 
,r^^ letter from it in 1 689, 69, 70, 71 
,««^ Alarm and anxiety in the city 
during the contest at the Boyne, 1 76 
„««^ Castle delivered op to Lord 
Auverquerque, and lUng Wil. 
llamlB army, 191 
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DOneannon surrendered, 202 
^.^^ Fort surrendered, 272 
Dttndalk garrisoned by Irish troops* 7 
^.^^ lung William's approach, 151 
Dundee, Lord, his victory and death 

at Killicranky, 53 
Duleek, the pass which King James 
occupied for his retreat, 152 
^.^^ the Irish army retreats to it 
after the Battle of the lioyne, 168 

EcBLiv, Captain, his reliering Mr. 
Conningham and seventy Protes. 
tants who bad taken shelter in an 
island near Kathmullen, 2 

Embarkation, the first of the Irish 
troops going to France, 340 

Euniskillen, the men of, maintain the 
ground they gained by their vie., 
tory over Lord Mount Cashel, and 
the Irish army at Ldsnaskea, 42 
^„^^ reduced to a miaerable con- 
dition, 137 

Eppinger, Brigadier, takes in Ba. 
nagher and Portumna, after the 
battle of Aughrim, 293 

£me. Lough, five hundred Irishmen 
drowned in it, after the loss of two 
thousand men killed at the battle 
of Lisnaskea, 5 

&le. Colonel, taken prisoner at the 
battle of Aughrim, 382 

FrwGLAss, King ^lliam encamped 
there on his march to Dublin, 191 

Fitzgerald, Captain, secures Dublin 
castle for King William, 125 

Floyd, Colonel, takes command of the 
castle of DnbKn, 192 

Friar, the detection and punishment 
of one who pretended his tongue 
had been cut out by Duke Schom. 
berg's orders. 131 

French soldiers, their proposal to im. 
prison all the Protestants in the 
college, the churches, and the 
hospitals, and to bum them if 
King William should gain a 
victory, frustrated by the remon- 
strances of the inhabitants of EKib- 
Iln belonging to the' church of 
Bome, 144 

Galway taken, 298 
•..^ the Protestant inhabitants re- 

moved to the suburbs of that 

town, 5 
Gentleman, a Protestant, of Dublin, 

stabbed by some soldiers, French 

or Irish, when walking in a bowL 

ing-green in Dublin, 73 
Qinckle, General, his eminent services 

in the battle of the Hoyne, 169 
^^^ his arrival in Dublin ; recep- 

tion there, 344 



Ginckle created Baron Aughrim and 

Earl of Athlone, 344 
Gore, Colonel : his exploits at Sligo»90 
Grace, Colonel Richard, governor of 

Athlone; his humamtv towards 

the Protestants of Westmeath 

and Roscoramony 5 

Haooarly, Major, makes a barrack 
of the church of Headfort, 71 

Hatred of Protestants manifested very 
offensively by King James, 72 

Hardiman, his interesting history of 
Galway quoted, 40 

Harris, Walter, his account of the losa 
of the English and Irish armies in 
the battle of the Boyne, 174 

Health of the besiegers and defenders 
of Limerick injured by privations^ 
fatigue and unwholesome water. 
217 

Hunter, John; his diary quoted, 249 
.^^ his escape at Charlemoot, 121 

Incb, the Island of, in Lough Swiny» 

a refuge for the Protestants alter 

the siege of Derry, twelve thou. 

sand of them taking reAige 

there, 2 
Irish plunder or lay waste all before 

them in their flight firom the 

Boyne, 183 
Iveagh, Lord, his regiment declaret 

agunst the government of Jamesy 



Jambs, King, orders the Duke of 
Berwick to atUck EnniskiUen 
after the relief of Londonderry, 1 

•«.^ his army in Ireland, amoimting 
to forty thousand foot, and six 
thousand horse and foot, 143 

„,^^ disgusts his army by the ir- 
regular and unjust promothm of 
French officers, 7 

^^^ fills the diocese of Meath 
with popish priests as rectors of 
parishes, and erects a Benedictine 
Nunnery in Dublin, 19 

««,^ arrives in Dublin, the first 
fugitive from the Boyne that came 
there; the Duchess of Tirconnel's 
spirited reply to his observation 
on the alertness of Irishmen'a 
heels, 178 

.««^ his address to the Lord Mayor 
of Dublin, aaer his flight ttom 
the Boyne, 180 

•,««. censured for leavhig his army 
after their deCeat at the Boyne» 
and flyhig to France, 176 
James, King, a proposal to carry bim 
oV to Spain or Italy rejected by 
King WiUiam, 143 
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JaooUtet in EDgUnd dispirited by the 
result of the battle of the Buyne, 
196 

Justices, the Lords, cross the Shannon 
at Limerick to view the Irish 
emigrants bound for France, 333 

Justice, courts of, settled in Ireland, 
198 

Kerry, and expedition to reduce the 
county occupies the Engli-ih array 
in the depth of winter, 24fi 

Keating, a prisoner with Sir Thomas 
Southwell in Galwayj a note of 
hi* sufferings, 39 

Keating, Judge, his 8pcech at the 
assizes of Wicklow, 1 1 
,«*» Judge, encourages the plun. 
dered Protestants of Wicklow to 
petition Lord llrconnel for re- 
dress, 1 4 
•««. his address on behalf of the 
purchasers of property under the 
act of settlement, 8 

Kirke, General, hi:^ brutal usage of the 
, surviving dei'cuUtir« oi Derry, 3 

Hunter, John, his character of Klrlce, 
263 

Kilkenny, a popish college founded 
thereby King James, 140 
.««M Irish army quit it, 199 

Kihnallock, Dr. Campbell's visit to it 
in 1775 i his description of it, 323 

SJng, Doctor, afterwards bishop of 
Derry and archtnshop of Dublin ; 
bis great services in the Protestant 
cause requited as they deserved, 
44 
•»«M he preaches before Ung Wil. 
liam in the cathedral church of 
St Patrick's, DubUn, 192 

Kinsale, four thousand Frenchmen 

land there, where they tyrannize 

in a most intolerable manner over 

the ProtesunU, 136 

•«.M surrendered to King William, 

236 
«.«« the Earl of Marlborough be- 
sieges that town, 235 
•,«M bombarded and surrendered, 
S36 

KUskerry, the seat of the Rev. Arthur 
Hamilton, author of the Action 
of the Enniskilleners, burned by 
the Irish army, 4 

Keys of Cavanacor, his house saved 
when all those of the Protestants 
between Derry and Lifibrd were 
burned ; James's army retreats 
from Derry, 4 

Lance, Colonel, of Londonderry, dies. 
' with Colonels Norman and White, 
from tlieir sufferings during the 
liege, 75 



Lanier, Sir John, his march frobk 
Newry toward Dundalk, ISO 
...M Colonel Sir John, suspected of 
treachery, when Sarsflcid blew up 
King William's cannon on its 
way to Limerick, 215 
Lauaun, Count, with Sheldon, ma. 
nages the retreat of the Irish army 
from the Boyne^ 175 
Lundy, Colonel, his letter to Lor^ 

Kingston, 66 
Lanesborough, the steeple of it dfr* 

stroyed by the Irish, 267 
Limerick attacked by King Williank 
and his army, 217 
•«». cabal of the papists there, t& 
get the churches mto the posses. 
sion of their priests, 54 
.«,^ two thousand five hundred 
Irish soldiers, who had been 
spared at the Boyne, assembly in 
Limerick, 197 
•«,^ King William summons it to 

surrender, 211 
«.«M Sarsfield surprises a convoy of 
King William's army, and blows 
up the cannon they were bringing- 
to the besiegers, 214 
•»»M the ProtesunU of it in » 

miserable condition, 73 

•«^ the siege of it raised, 222 

•—M surrendered, putUne an end to 

the Irish war of the revolution, 335 

..^ arUcles of; appendix, No. 1. 347 

Lisburn, Lord, atucks Kilmallock, 

which surrenders to him, 526 
Londonderry, only eighty of its de. 
fenders killed In batUe,79 
...^ in ruins alter the siege; po- 
verty, disease, and oppression 
there, 3 
Loss on the English side at the battle 

of the Boyne, 292 
Lords Justices employed in giving' 
form to the civil government of 
Ireland, 240 
Louth, half of Lord Louth*s regiment 

decline going to France, 'i4U 
Loss on the Irieh side in the battle of 
Aughrim, seven thousand killed, 
290 
Lloyd, Colonel, his eminent services 

with the Enniskilleners, 108 
Lynch, Baron, Judge Keating's cutting 
address to him during the assizes 
of Wicklow, on the conduct of tiie 
Romish priests, 12 

Mallow, Protestants of it threatened 

by the governer of Cork, 288 
Marlborough, the Earl of, arrives With 

an army at Cork, S89 
Maryborough, eleven Protestants con. 

demned to death there, and two 

of them executed, 41 
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MtMriaen of Munster generaHy Pro. 
testantfl, as the manufacturen of 
wool all were, 21 

Heath, the bishop of that tee, and the 
. buhop of Limerick, and Dr. Wil. 
liam King, afterwards archbishop 
of Dublin, present an address to 
King William on his victory at 
the fioyne, 196 

lloneypoint, a transport with 120 Irish 
soldiers shipwrecked there, 340 

Mfvntcashel, Lord, taken prisoner 
and carried to Enni8killen,5 

Httilingar, a fh>ntier of great impor- 
tance, weakly garrisoned, 255 

Hsnster, tlie Protestants flourishing 
there, from the woollen manufac. 
ture, 21 

Na»au, Count, his officiousness in 
not suffering the wives and chil. 
dren of the Irish soldiers to ac 
company them on their embarka- 
tion at Limerick, 3^ 

)^wtown.stewart, the castle there 
burned, 2 

Newcomen, Sir Thomas, dismissed 
firom James's army, 72 

Newry, the Duke of Berwick returns 
to that town with 1000 foot and 
600 horse, 3 
«»«^ operations there, 113 
«M^ set on fire by the retreating 
Irish, on the approach of the 
English army to it, 14i» 

O'OoNNKL, Balderkk, his birth, edu- 
cation, and conduct, 226 
Officers, a list of the general, in 

James's army in 1689, 139 
,«..» a list of King William's gene. 

ral officers in 1690, 139 
Order, a secret one of Tirconnel's 

government, to turn Protestants 

out of their estates, 56 
Ormonde, the Duke of, lands with 

King William at Carrickfergus, 

127 
O'Regan, Sir Teague, his ridiculous 

exit from the tort of Charlemont, 

132 
Oxford, the Earl of, lands with King 

William at Carrickfergus, 127 

Papers, Tirconnel's, taken in the 
Irish camp at the Boyne, 194 

Parker, Captain, his memoirs. 111 

I^nsons, &T Lawrence, and other 
Protestant gentlemen of Birr and 
Maryborough, comlemned to 
death, and some of them executed, 
29 

Bower* a convert from popery, mur- 
dered in Dublin, 72 



Plunderhig, an order of King WUISam 

against it, 141 
Presbyterians, an address from them 

to King WilUam, 138 
Price, John, his treatment in the 

county of Wicklow, 9 
Priests, Romish, enemies to the woollen 

manufacture, 21 
.««^ their intolerable intrusion into 

the rooms of sick and dying Fro. 

testant(,47 
..^ order their congregations to 

procure daggers called skdns, 9 
Proclamation forbidding five Protes- 

tants Arom meeting on pain of 

death, 143 
Protestant soldiers of the French na- 

tion, their undaunted resolution 

at the battle of the Boyne, 166 
Protestants of Cavan and Longford 

glundered, and their houses 
umed by the Irish army retreat- 
ing from the county of Fermanagh 
after their defeat at Lisnaskea, 5 
^^ provide stores of salted beef, 
and bacon, and fish, of which they 
were afterwards plundered, 57 
,.««. a lull passed for their better 
relief and security, 123 
Provisions and men arrive from Eng- 

land, 254 
Pursuit of the fugitive Irish after the 
battle of the Boyne, 172 

QuBKN Mary ; her joyful reception of 
X King William on his return frmn 
Ireland, 223 

Rabble, atrocities of the Irish, 71 
Rapparees bum Newtownlimavady, 77 
.».»- 500 of them slain by Major 

General Sgravenmore's army. 21 
«««^ infest the county of Cork in 

large b<idies, 239 
«v«.. break into the line about Clon. 
mel, and set fire to several vilhig^ 
in that neighbourhood, 247 
Uai^n, Captain, the French historian 
of England ; his description- of a 
cold water carousal at Carrick. 
fergus in 1690, 95 
«M.« wounded near Charlemont, 122 
RathmuUen, the Duke of Berwick's 
repulse from that town by Captain 
HunUr and the Protestants there, 

Richardson, Captain, his narrative of 
the battle of the Boyne, 149 

Rome, the members of that church 
in Dublin interfere and save the 
lives of their fellow Protestant 
citizens, theybeing then prisoners 
whom the French soldiers pro. 
posed to iHurn in the colle^ and 
the churches, 144 
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ftomidi dtixem; tfie ProteiteDts 
prevent some fierj tfrfrits from 
plunderinfT the hou8e« of the 
members of tiie church of Rome, 
tm the re-occupation of DuUki 1^ 
the En^ish army, 145 

Ro«crea,Genent1 Douglas halts tiiere, 
and refreshes his troops, S60 

Bussel, Colonel, his dismiMalfrom the 
IriMh army on account of his reli- 
gion, 72 

Sujsavin't Burnet, the bishop of, his 
interriew with King William in 
the royal doset, YS6 
Sarsfield refused a commisrion for a 
Protestant relstive, 'a2 
„^^^ intercepts a convoy on its way 
to Umerick, and blows up the 
cannon they were bringing to 
Kuig William, 213 
.«,^ invests the castle of Birr, 227 
„^,^ and Waucop make encourag. 
ing speeches to the Irish spldiers 
in Lhnerick, encouraging them to 
go to France, 837 
Schoraberg, the Duke of, embarks at 
Highlake near Chester with ten 
thousand men, 6 
«.M^ Encampt-d in bogs and raanhes 

near Dundalk, 97 
.^.^ his death ; shot by a trooper 
who had deserted fh>m his rcgi. 
men t, 164 
Shannon passed by the English army 
at Athlone, 2(19 
»..»~ the grenadiers of Glndde'k army 
cross it in armour at Athlone, 261 
Shovel, Sir Cloudsiey, his fleet enters 
the bay of Dublin on Good Friday, 
IfiJ'O, 129 
Sheldon, Colonel, imprisons Mr. Price 
and an hundred and two of the 
Protestants of the county Wick- 
low, 10 
Shiels, purveyor of King William's j 

army ; his treachery, 101 
Sinclair, Rev. John, hishouseat Holy, 
hill in the county of Tyrone, es- | 
capes being burned by James's re- I 
treating army, 4 
Stores, public, ordered to be provided 
in alt paru of I reland, for securing 
wheal and other provisions, 56 
St Ruth ianilt at limerick whh the 
commission of generai-in-chief of ' 
King James's army in Ireland, ' 
244 
^.^.^ neglects to demolish the forti- 
fication of Athlone nekt to his 
camp, on the Connaught side of 
the Shannon ; event msastrous to 
him, 247 
•»«.« his misconduct respecting Ath. 
lone, 266 



St. Rath, hU death «t AagMm. 289 
Sixmilewater in the county Cotk ; an 

action there, S51 
Slane, bridge of, its situation ]wadi. 

arly situated for a retreat, 152 
Sligo, tlie state of it in 1663, 89 
^.^ invested, 299 
..^ taken, 306 
Smith, Rev. William, fovced from the 

parish of Clones, with UieGrabams 

and all the other Protestant parish. 

ioners, by the Irish insuivento, oa 

tbel9thor March, 1689,5 
Soldiers, the French, sail from Galway 

for tbetar own country, 2S5 
Southwell, Sir Thomas, his suffbriags 

and 4bose of his Protestant ad. 

herents in Galway. 2S 
..r^ Sir Robert, appointed secretary 

of state by King William, 273 
Stamp, Sir 'Uiomas, Lord Mayor of 

iiondon, entertains the Duke of 

Wurtemburgh and the heroes of 

Aughrim. 345 
Stuart, Brigadier, killed near Atbloa^ 

248 

Tangibbs, or Queen's royal regiment ; 
sattefactory account of it published 
by authority from the war office, 
2f!5 

Torpor of Schomberg James's chief 
hope of 8ucoe« in Ireland, ll!i 

Townsend, Lieutenant Uoratip, of an 
old and distinguished Protestant 
family, places two flies of men on 
the steeple of a church in Cork, 
from which they killed the popish 
governor of tne fort, and did 
other con^derable execution on 
the Irish, 2:} I 

TriUick, the Duke of Berwick en. 
camped with his army there, 4 

Tirconnd, the Duke of, under sos. 
picion of treachery at Athlone, 
and aflVonted there — Colonel Con. 
nel threatening to cut his ledt 
cords, he retires from the camp, 
•^66 
,»«». dies broken hearted In I4me. 
rick, and some said poisoned, 309 
„^^^ Duchess of, the celebrated 
beauty La belle Jennings, widow 
of Count Hamilton— A lady not 
formed by nature to suckle fools 
or chronicle small beer, 178 
w.^ her spirited reply to King 
James's observation on the alert, 
nass «f .the Irish soldiers' heela in 
the retreat from the Boyne, J <8 
..^ her death in Dublin in ex. 
treme old age, in 1730, 179 
Tyrone, the Earl of, a prisoner in 
Limerick, with Lord ChMcarty 
and other Irish ottk-ers, 233 
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Ulster, cunning and cowardice <^ 
several gentlemen there, who fled 
fVorn Derry at the commencement 
of the siege of that city, 63 

Usage, cruel, of the Irish officers and 
soldiers who emigrated to France 
in 1691,341 

VAUan&N, Captain, under Michel- 
bume*s command at Sligo, with 
Captains Tornard, Wray, Hamil. 
ton, Sampson, and Stewart, 279 

Victory at the Bourne, 170 
«,««• at Aughnm, 290 

ViUiers, Bridagier-general, 39 

Wab of Ireland declared to be at an 
end, 34 ) 

Walls of Galway repaired, and fur. 
nished with artillery, 49 

Waiter, a poor Protestant, thrown in. 
to the Litky and drowned there 
by some popish dragoons; the 
outrage unpunished, and made a 
jest of, 73 

Walker, governor of Londonderry: 
his reception at Glasgow and 
in Eduiburgh, 77 
„,^^ proceeds to London with an 
address to King William and 
Queen Mary from the defenders 
of Derry, 7/ 
.«.,<- the degree of Doctor of Divi. 
nity conferred on him by the 
University of Cambridge, 80 
„,^^ his account of the 8tege of 

Derry published, 81 
*,^ four of his sons in King Wil- 
liam's army, 82 
,.^ introduced by Duke Schom. 
berg to King William at Belfast, 
and presents his majesty with an 
address from the nobility, clergy, 
and gentry of Ulster, 138 
^^^^ mortally wounded in crossing 
the Boyne wHh Duke Schomberg, 
164 
«,«^ his remains removed to Castle 
Caulfield church by bis widow in 
1703, who erected a monument 
over them, 165 

Westmeath, distressed state of the 
Frotestanto of that county, and of 
Longford, on General Douglas's 
retreat from Athlone, 206 

Wexford, the Protestants of it seize 
the castle, and disarm the papists 
of that town, 192 

William, King, announces to the 
English parliament his resolution 
to Uke the command of bis army 
in Ireland, 125 



WUIiam, Kine, bis interview with 

Burnet, bishop of Salisbury, 126 
^^^^ embarks at High-lake, near 

Chester, and lands at Carrickfer. 

gus, 127 
„^^^ crosses the Boyne at the head 

of the Enniskilleners and a wing 

of his army, 167 
„^^^ his victory there, 171 
„,«^ blamed for not having pursued 

the fugitive army of James after 

the battle of the Boyne, so as to 

render any other battle unnecei. 

•nry, 176 
„,«^ hears divine service, and a 

thanksgiving sermon for the vie 

tory of the Boyne, in St Patrick's 

church, 191 
„,^^ besieges Limerick, 211 
.^^ his train of artillery intercepted 

and blown up by Sarsfield, 213 
„^^ his escape from a shot before 

Limerick, a cannon-ball covering 

him with dust, 219 
„«,^ his repulse from Limerick, 

and the unpromising end of his 

enterprises in Ireland, 223 
„,«^ he embarks at Duncannonfor 

England, 223 
Wilaon, C«)onel, his regiment declare 

against leaving Ireland, 339 
Winter quarters — the English army 

retires to them, leaving the rap. 

parces to plunder and murder the 

Protestants, 239 
Wilkison, Adjutant-general,appointed 

to dissuade the Irish soldiers from 

going to France, 338 
Women go to a breach on the walls of 

limerick, and like the London. 

derry ladies on a similar eroer. 

gency during the sirge of the 

maiden city, pelt the besiegers with 

stones, 221 
Women and children, the cruel usage 

of them by the Irish officers pre. 

ventin^r them from going on 

board the ships l>ound for France 

from Limerick, 342 
Woolsley, Colonel, protects the Pro. 

testants of Westmeath and Long. 

ford from the Irish rapparees, who 

had been severely distressing them, 

224 
Wray, Captain, under Micbelbume's 

command in Sligo, 279 

YouGRAL, seven thousand Irish sol. 
diers, and a multitude of rapparees 
assemble at BrufT to attack the 
town of, 208 
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